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"^The ti£)civt tables of the decemnrs — The laws of the 
peopk-^The decrees 9f tfie stmU — The edicfs of tb^ 
magi$traie$ and tmperar9>-*^AtUktnty <f tie cimUam 
^^ode, pandects^ n&vets^ and mstitutes of Justinian-^ 
I. Rights of persons-^J, Rights of things — III. Pn- 
vate injuries <(nd ac/2o»^^*t V* Crimea andpuMtUmenUi 

X Hs vaia tUIies of ike victories of Ju$tinim char. 
are crutiibied into du* : but the name of the ^^[^^i 
legislator is in$cribed on a fair and everlasting The dvu 
monument. Under his reign, and fcy hts care, 5*^^^** 
the civil jurisprudence was digested in the im^ 
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2 THE OBCLIKE AND FALL 

CHAP, mortal works of the Code, the Pandects, and 
^J!^« the Institutes ;• the public reason of the Ro- 
mans has been silently of studiously transfused 
into the domestic institutions of Europe,^ and the 
laws of Justinian still command the respect or obe^ 
dience of independent nations. Wise or fortunate 
is the prince who connect^ his own reputation with 
the honour and interest of a perpetual order of 
men. The defence of their founder is the first 
cause, which in every age has exercised the zeal 
and industry of the civilians. They piously com* 
memorate his virtues ; dissemble or deny his fail- 
ings ; and fiercely chastise the guilt or folly of the 
rebels who presume to sutly the majesty of the 
purple. The idolatry of love has provoked, as it 
usually happens, the rancour of opposition ; the 
character of Justinian has been 'exposed to the 
blind vehemence of flattery and invective, and the 
injustice of asect (the^inft'- Triboniajts) hasrefused 
all praise and merit to the prince, his ministers, 

■ The civilians of the dai-ker ages have established an absttrd axti 
incomprehensible mode of quotation, which is supported by author* 
ity and custom. In their references to the Code, the Pandects, and 
the Institutes, thej mention the number not of the hook, but onfy of 
tiie kuo i and content themselves with reciting the irst words of the 
tiUe to which it belongs ; and of these titles there are more than a 
thousands Ludewig (Vit. Justiniani, p. 268) wishes to shake Qff this 
pedantic yefce ; and I have dared to adopt the simple and rational 
method of numbering the book, the title, and the faiw. 

^ German3% Bohemia, Hungary, Poland, and Scotland, have re- 
ceived them as conmtion law or reason ; in France* Italy, &c. thejT 
possess a direct or indirect influence ; and tbej were respected in 
England) from Stephen to Edward I, our national Justiiii«n» (Duck, 
de Us^ et Auctoritate Jujcis Civilis, 1. ii, c. 1, ^1$, Heinccciu6» 
Hist. Juris Germanici, c. 3, 4, N*. 55-124, and ttte legal historians 
oC each country). 



di^titB liolitAk tiAPtnn. I 

ftnd his laws/ Attached to no partj, inferesled chap. 
only for the truth and candour of history, and di- ^^^ 
rected by the modt temperate and skilful guides,"^. 
I enter with just diffidence on the subject of civil 
law^ which has exhausted so many learned lives^ 
and clothed the walls of such spacious libraries; 
In a single, if possible, in a short chapter^ I shall 
trace the Roman jurisprudence from Romulus to 
Justinian^^ appretiate the labours of that empe- 
ror, and pause to contemplate the principles of 
a science so important to the peace and happi- 
ness of society. The laws of a nation form the 
most instructive portion of its history 5 and, al- 
though I have devoted myself to write the an«> 
nals of a declining monarchy, I shall emlH'ace 

* Francis Hottoinan, a learned and acute lawyer of ike xvith cen- 
tury, wished to mortify Cujacius; aiid to please the Chancellor de 
PHopital. His Aiiti-Tribonianus (which I have never been aUe to 
procure) was published in French in 1609 : and his sect was propa- 
gated in Gerihaiiyj (HeinecciiiS, OpJ). tOm. iii, syiloge iii, pi ITl^ 
183). 

^ At the head df thes^ guides I shall respectfully place the learned 
and perspicuous Heineccius, a German professor, who died at Halle 
in the yeat* 1 141 ^ (see his EIo^ in the Nouvelle Bibliotheque C^rflian)- 
que, torn.- ii^ p. 51-^4). His ample works have been collected in 
eight volumes in 4to, Geneva, 1743-1748. The treatises which I 
have separately used are, 1. Historia Juris Romaxii et Germaniciy 
Ludg. Bafav. 1740, in 8vo; 9. Syntagma A^tiquitatum Romanam 
Jurisprudentiam illustrantium, 9 vols, in 8vo, Traject. ad Rhenum. 
3. Elementa Juris Civilis' secuildum ()rdinem Ihstitutionum, Ludg* 
Bat. 1751, in dvoi 4. Elementa J. C4 seduiidum Ordinem Pand^- 
tarum, Traject. 1772, in 8vo, 8 vols. 

* Our priginai text is a fragment de 6rigine Juris (Pandit. 1. U 
tit ii) of Pomponius, a Roman lawyer, who lived under the Anto- 
nines, (Heinecc. torn, iii, syll. iii, p. 66-12^. It has been abridged, 
Wid probably corrupted, by Tribonian, and since restored by Bynker- 
shoek, (Opp* torn. i,. p. 279-304). 
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4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the occasion to breath the pure and invigorating 
^^'^- air of the republic. 
Laws of The primitive government of Rome' was conr- 
Sr^JSS posed with some political skill, of an elective 
king» a council of nobles, and a general assem- 
hlj of the people. War and religion were ad- 
ministered by the supreme magii^trate ; and he 
Wone proposed the laws, which were debated in 
the senate^ and finally ratified or rejected by a 
ttiajority of votes m the thfirty curicB or parishes 
of the city. Romulud, Numa, and Scrvius Tul- 
Tius, are celebrated as the most ancient legislat- 
ors ; and each of them claims his peculiar part 
in the threefold division of Jurisprudence.^ The 
laws ofmarriage, the education of children, and 
the authority of parents, which may seem to 
draw their origin from nature itself, are ascribed 
to the untutored wisdom of Romulus. The law 
of nations and of religious worship, which Nu- 
ma introduced, was derived from his nocturnal 
converse with the nymph Egeria. The civil law 
is attributed to the experience of Sei^vius : he 
l^alanced the rights and fortune* of the seven 
classes of citizens ; and guarded, by fifty new 
regulations, the observance of contracts and the 
punishment of crimes. The ctate, which he had 
inclined t9ward8; a democracy, was changed by 

^ The coi^stitutional history of the kings of Rome may be studied 
in the first book of Livy, and more copiously in Dionysius Halicar- 
oassenais, (1. ii, p. 80-96, .119-130 ; 1. iv,. p. 198-2gO), who some- 
times betrays the character of a rlietorician and a Greek. 

« This threefold division of the law was applied to the three Romatt 
Itingsby Justus Lipsiu?, (Opp. tom. iv, p. 279) ; is adopted by Cra- 
Yina, (Origines Juris Citilis, p. 28, edit. Lips. 173Z>; and is seluc* 
tantly admiUed.by Mascou, his German editoc 
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OF 7HB ftOMAN EMPIR8. 

the last Tarquin into lawless despotism; end 6Hap. 
when the kingly office was d^oUshed, the patrici- 
ans engrossed the benefits of freedom. The 
royal laws became odious or obsolete ; the mys- 
terious deposit was silently preserved by the 
priests and nobles; and, at the end of sixty 
years, the citizens of Rome still complained that 
they were ruled by the arbitrary sentence of the 
magistrates. Yet the positive institutions of 
the kings had blended themselves with the pub- 
lic and private manners of the city ; some frag- 
ments of that venerable jurisprudence ^ were 
compiled by the diligence of antiquarians,^ and 
above twenty texts still speak the rudeness of 
the Pelasgic idiom of the Latins.^ 

^ The most ancient Code or Digest was stjUdJua Paptrtanum^ from 
the first comj^iler, Papirius, who flourished somewhtt before or aftdr 
the Ue^fugmm^ (Pandect. 1. i, tit. ii). The best judieial erltlcs, evo^ 
Bynkershoek, (torn, i, p. 284, 285), and Heineccius, (Hist. J. C. R. Lf, 
€. 16, 17, and 0pp. torn, iii, syllogeiv, p. 1-S), give credit to this tal^ 
of Pomponius, without sufficiently advertixq^ to the value and raritjr 
of such a monument of the third century, of the UUteftcU city. I 
piuch suspect that the Caius Papirfus, thfe Pontifbx Maidmus, wht]^ 
revived the laws of Kuma, (Dionys. Hal. 1. iii, p. ITl), left only alt 
oral tradition ; and that the Jus Papirianum of Granius Flaccu^, (Pan- 
dect. 1. L, tit. xvi, leg. 144), was not a commentary, but ah origin^ 
work, compiled in the time of C^sar, (Censorin. de Dl^ Natall, L iif, 
p. 13. Duker de Latliiitate J. C. p. 157). 

' A pompous, though feeble, attempt to restore the original. Is matki 
1(1 the Hiaoire de la Jurisprudence Romaine of T^rasson, p. 22--7?9 
Paris, 1750, in folio ; a work of more promise than pei-fomiAnce. 

^ In the year 1444, seven or eight tables of brass were dug up be- 
tween Cortona and Gubio. A part of these, for the rest is Rtrusean, 
represents the primitive state of the Pelasgic letters and language, 
which are ascribed by Herodotus to that clistrict of Italy, Q., i, c. 56, 
^7, 58) ; though this difbcult passage may be explained of a Crestoni 
in Thrace, (Notes de Laroher, torn, i, p. 256-261). The savage 
dialect of the Eugubioe tables has exercised, and may still elude, th^ 
divination of criticism ; but the root is undoubtedly Latin, of the 
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^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

(I HAP. I siiaii not repeat the well-known story of the 
..^,«.^«J^ decemvirs,' who sullied by their actions the ho^ 
TTic twelve nouF of inscribing on brass, or wood, or ivory, 
ihedc^ the TWELVE TABLES of the ftoHian laws.™ They 
**"^'^ were dictated by the rigid and jealous spirit of an 
aristocracy, which had yielded wit^ reluctance to 
the just demands of the people. But the substance 
of the twelve tables was adapted to the state of the 
city ; and the Romans had emerged from barba- 
rism, since they were capable of studying and em- 
bracing the institutions of their more enlightened 
neighbours. A wise Ephesian was driven by envy 
from his native country : before he could reach 
the shores of Latium, he had observed the yariotis 
forms of human nature and civil society ; he im- 
• parted his knowledge to the legislators of Rome, 
and a statue was erected in the forum to the perr 
l^etual memory of Hermodorus.*^ The names 

fame age and charactec as the Saliare Cabmen, which, in the time of 
Horace, none could understand. The Roman idiom, by an infusion 
pf Doric and iEolic Greek, was gradually ripened into the style of. 
fhe zii tables, of the Duillian column, of Ennius, of Terence, and 
of Cicero, (Grpter, Inscript. tom« i, p. cxiii. Scipion Maffei, Istoria 
Diplomatica, p. ^41-258, Bib^oth^ue Italique, torn, iii, p. SO-^I, 
^74-1205 ; torn, xiy, p. 1-52). 

' Compare Livy (L iii, c. 31*59) with Dionysius Halicarpassensid, 
<1. X, p. 644-xi, p. 691). How concise f^nd nniniatfri ig \\t^ BflTnan — 
J'^^^LEEfilS""!* lifeless isjhj^j^ta^k f Vetkelias admirably judged the 
masters, apd definedThe rules of historical composition. 

"■ From the historians, Heineccius (Mist. J. R. 1. i, N*. 26) main- 
tains that the twelve tables were of brass— tfr«iM .* in the text of Pom- 
ponius we read eboreaa > for which Scaliger has substituted roftorecw, 
CBynkers^oek, p. 286). Wood, brass, and ivory, might be succes- 
sively employed. 

*> His exile is mentioned by Cicero, (Tusculan. Quasstion* v, 36) ; 
hif sUitue by Pliny, (Hist. Nat. xxxiv, 11), The letter, dream, and 

prophecy ♦ 
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and divisions of the copper-money, the sole coin chat. 
of the infant state, were of Dorian origin f the ^.^J^Ilv. 
harvestsof Campania and Sicily relieved the wants 
of apeople whose agriculture wasoften interrupted 
by war and faction ; and since the trade was esta- 
blisijied,^ the deputies who sailed from the Tiber, 
might return from the same harbours with a more 
precious cargo of political wisdom. The colonies 
of Great Greece had transported and improved 
the arts of their mother-country. Cumae and 
Rhegium, Crotoni^ and Tarentum, Agrigentuni 
end Syracuse^ were in the rank of the most Nourish- 
ing cities. The disciples of Pythagoras applied 
philosophy to the use of government; the ui^- 
written laws of Charondas accepted the aid of 
poetry and music,"^ and Zaleucus framed the re- 
public of the LfOcrians, which stood without al- 
teration above two hundred years/ From a simi- 

proj^iecjr of HeiacUttts, are alike spariouSf (Bpistole Grace. Divers* 
p. 337). 

* This intricate subject of the Sicilian and Roman monej, is ably 
discussed by Dr.' Bentley , (DuMerUtion on the Epistles of P|iaUiris, p. 
41S7-479), whose powers in this controversy were called forth by ho» 
nour and resentment. ' 

v The Romans, or their allies, sailed as far as the Air promontory 
of Africa, (Polyb. L iii, p. 177, edit. Casaubon, in folio). Their voy. 
ages to Cumfe, &c. are noticed by Livy and Dionysius. ' 

4 This circumstance would alone prove the antiquity of Charondas, 
the legislator of 3hegium and Catana, who^ b^ a strange error of Dio* 
dorus Siculus, (torn, i, 1. xii, p. 485-492), is celebrated long after* 
wards as the author of the policy of Thurium. 

' Zaleucus, whose existence has been rashly attacked, had the me*, 
rit and glery of converting a band of outlaws (the Locrians) into the 
most virtuous and orderly of the Greek republici, (see two Memoires 
of the Baron de St. Croix, sur la Legislation de la Grande Gr^ce; 
Mem. de r Academic, torn, xlii, p. 276-333). But the laws of Zaleu^ 
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CRAP, tor motive of natiowil pride, both livjrtnd Dio- 
M ^ ^l^x x^ njTsius are wUling to believe, that the deputies 
of Rome visited Athebs under the wise and splen- 
did adiniiii8tratio& of Pelieles ; and the laws of 
Solcm were tram^sed iiita the twelve taUes. If 
such an embassy had indeed been received from 
the barbarians of Hesperia, the Roman ilame 
would have been familiar to the Greeks before 
the reign of Alexander ;' and the faintest evi- 
dence would have been exj^red and celeln-ated 
bjr the curiosity <^ succeedii^ times. But the 
Athenian monuments are silent ; nor will it seem 
credible that the patricians should undertake a 
long and perilous navigation to copy the purest 
model Of a democracy. In the comparison of 
the tables of Solon with those of the decemvirs, 

CU8 and CIim-odcUm, which imposed on Diodorusand StolMeu8» are the 
fpurioutf cottiposition of a Pythagorean tophist, whose trwad has been 
detected by tlie critical sagacity of Bentley, (p, 335-377). 

• I seixe the <^iportiuiity of tracing the progresa of this naUooal in* 
tercourse : 1. Herodotus and Thucydides (A. U. C. 330-350) i^pear 
Ignorant of the name and existence of Rome, (Joseph, contra Apion. 
tonu ii« L i, €• 12, p* 4i4, edit. HaTercamp. S. Theopompus (A. U. 
C. 44)0, PUn. iii, 9) mentions the invasion of the Gauls, which is no> 
ticed in looser temw by Heraclides Ponticns, (Plutarch in Camillo, 
pb 292, e^t, H. Stephan.). 3. The real or iabuioua ombossy of the 
Bomans to Alexander (A. U. C. 430) is aUerted by CUtaKhtts, (Plin, 
iii, 9) ; by Aristus and Aselepiades, (Arrian, L vii. p. 294, 295), and 
"by MemifOn of Herac]ea»(apud Photinm, cod. ccxxiv, p, 725) ; though 
tadtly denied by Ltvy. 4. Theophrastus (A. U. C. 440) primus ex- 
tcmorum aliqua de Romania diligentius scripsit, (PUn. iii> 9). 5. Ly. 
Cophron (A. U. C. 480-500) scattered the first seed of a Trcjan colony 
•Dd the Dible of the iEneid, (Cassandra, 1226-1280).-~ 

A bold prediction before the end of the first Punic var. 
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sonie casual reseinblance may be found: somt chaf* 
ralea which nature and reason bare revealed to ^ ^^ *^^ 
every society ; some proofs of a common descent 
from Egypt or I%oenicia.^ But in all the great 
lines of public and private jurisprudence, the le^^ 
^islatofd of Rome and Athens appear to be stran- 
gen or adverse to each other. 

Whatever might be the origin or the merit of Their chs* 
the twelve tables,"" they obtained among the Ro« andinflo. 
mans that blind and partial reverence which the ' 
lawyersl of every country delight to bestow on 
th^ municipal institutions. The study is re* 
commended by Cicero' as equally pleasant and 
iastructive. f ^ They amuse the mind by the re- 
*^ membrance of old words and the portrait of 
^^ ancient manners; they inculcate the soundest 
*^ principles of gdvemment and morals ; and I 
'"^ am not afraid to affirm, that the brief compos^ 
<^ ition of the decemvirs surpasses in genuine 
" value the libraries of Grecian philosophy. 
'^ How admirable/' says Tully» with honest Of 
affected prejudice, <^ is the wisdom of our an« 
** cestors ! We alone are the masters of civil 

*■ TIm teflth ttklf, de tnodo aepuUiurs, was borroipod ftvm Soko, 
(CieMo de Leglbiis, ii, 23^96) i tb^furtuni per Iftnoem et U/uamcet^ 
ceptuin» is detived by Heiaeocias from the txuuioert of AtheM* (Ab» 
ti^uitat. Roiiu torn. u> p. 107-175). The Hght of kiB^ a noetonial 
thief, was declared by Mbaes, Solon, and the dMeiilTirB« (B»dli8» 
x^, 8. Dtmoathenes eobtra Timoeratem^ torn, i, |pr 736, edit. 
Reiskc. Maciobk iSatornalJa, L 1, c. 4. Collatio Legum Moaaicanui 
et Bomananim, lit vii, N«. 1, p. 218. edit. G«ndegjet«r.). 

■ Bp^^itrf M# mmiwrm it the praise of Diodorut, (torn, i, 1* Sii» pw 
494,) which may be fairly translated by the elefanti atqne ibflOlttti 
brevitate verborum of Aulus Gellhis, <Noct. Attic* zz!« 1). 

* Listen to Cioefo^ (de Legibua, ii| 23), and hjarepreatntativc Gftt* 
sus, (de Oratore, i, 43, 44). 
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CHAP. ^ prudence, and our superiority is the more cob* 
^^}^^l_ ** spicuous, if we deign to cast our eyes on the 
^ rude and almost ridiculous jurisprudence of 
** Dracon, of Solon, and of Lycui^s.** The 
twelve tables were committed to the memory of 
the young and the meditation of the old ; they 
were transcribed and illustrated with learned di- 
ligence: they had escaped the flames of the 
Gauls, they subsisted in the age of Justinian, 
and their subsequent loss has been imperfectly 
restored by the labours of modem critics/ But 
although these venerable monuments were con- 
sidered as the rule of right, and the fountain of 
justice,' they were overwhelmed by the weight 
and variety of new laws, which, at the end of 
0ve centuries, became a grievance more intoler- 
able than the vices of the city.* Three thousand 
brass plates, the acts of the senate and people^ 
were deposited in the Capitol :^ and scnne of the 
acts, as the Julian law against extortion, surpassed 
the number of an hundred chapters."" The de- 
cemvirs had neglected to import the sanction of 
Zaleucus, which so long maintained the integrity 

' 7 See Heineccios, (Hist. J. R. N*. 29u33>. I have foUowed the 
restoration of the xii tables by Grayina (Origines J. C p. 280-307) 
and Terasson, (Hist de la Jurisprudence Romaine, p. 94-905). 

* Finis sequi juris, (Tacit. Annal. iii, 27). Pons omnis publici et 
privati juris, (T. Liv. iii, 34). 

* De priiMpiis juris, et quibus modis ad banc multitudinem infini- 
fam ac Tarietatem legum perventum sit afts«« disseram, (Tacit. An- 
nal. iii, 25). This deep disquisition fills only two pages, but they 
are the pjiges of Tacitus. With equal sense, but with lees energy, 
Livy (iii, 34) had compluned, in bac immenso aiianun super aliak 
acervatarum legum cumulo, &c. 

\ Suetonius in Vespasiano, c 8. 
fi (^tccro a4 FaoUJiaresy viiix S^ 
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of his republic. A Locrian who proposed any char 
new law, stood forth in the assembly of the people ^^^^^\^^ 
ivith a cord round his neck» and if the law was 
rejected^ the innovator was instantly strangled. 

The decemvirs had been named, and their ^^ ^ 

the peo^Cf 

tables were approved, by an assembly of the cen^ 
turies, in which riches preponderated against 
numbers. To the first class of Romans, the 
proprietors of one hundred thousand pounds of 
copper,* ninety-eight votes were assigned, and 
only ninety-five were left for the six inferior 
classes, distributed according to their substance 
by the artful policy of Servius. But the tri- 
bunes soon established a more specious and por 
pular maxim, that every citizen has an equal 
right to enact the laws which he is bound to Or 
bey. Instead of the centuries, they convened 
the tribes ; and the patricians, after an impotent 
struggle, submitted to the decrees pf an assemr 

' Dionysiusy with Arbuthnot« and most of the modenis* (except 
Eisenschmidt de Ponderibus, &c. p. 137-140), represent the 100,000 
aasta by 10,000 Attic drachmae, or somewhat more than 300 pounds 
fterling. But their calcujatioa can apply only to the latter ^mea, 
when the ob was diminished to -sA^ of its ancient weight : nor can I 
believe that in the first ages, however destijtute of the precious metals, 
H single ounce of silver could, have been exchanged for seventy 
pounds of copper or brass. A mor^ simple and rational method is, 
to value the copper itself according to the present rate, and, after 
comparing the mint and the market price, the Roman and avcrdu* 
pois weight, the primitive a» or Romaii pound of copper may he vff 
pretiated at one English shilling, and the 100,000 tuaea of the first 
class amounted to 5,000 pounds sterling* It will appear ffom the 
same reckoning^ that an ox was sold at Jlome for five pounds, a sheep 
for ten shillings, and a quarter of wheat for one pound ten shillings, 
(Festus, p. 330, edit. Dader ; PUn. Hist. Katur. xviii, 4): nor do I 
see any reason to reject these consequences^ which moderate onridfai 
uf the poverty of the first Romans. 
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CHAP. My» in which their votes were confomided with 
g^x^!^',. those of the meanest plebeians* Yet as long 
as the tribes sucoesayely passed over narrow 
hridge$f^ and gave their voices aloud, the con- 
duct of each citisen was exposed to the eyes and 
ears of his friends and countr]mien. The insol- 
vent debtor consulted the wishes of bis credit- 
or ; the client would have blushed to oppose the 
views of his patron : the general was followed 
by his veterans, and the aspect of a grave ma- 
gistrate was a living lesson to the multitude. 
A new method of secret ballot abolished the in- 
fluence of fear and shame, of honour and inter- 
est, and the abuse of freedom accelerated the 
progress of anarchy and despotism/ The Ro- 
mans had aspired to be equal ; they were level- 
led by the equality of servitude ; and the dic- 
tates of Augustus were patiently ratified by the 
formal consent of the tribes or centuries. Once> 
and once only^ he experienced a sincere and stre^ 
nuous opposition. His subjects bad resigned all 
political liberty ; they defended the freedom of 
domestic life. A law which enforced the obliga- 
tion, and strengthened the bonds of marriage. Was 
clamorously rejected ; Propertius, in the arms of 
Delia, applauded the victory of licentious love ; 
and the project of reform was suspended till a 
new and more tractable generation had arisen in 

* Consult the comimm writen on the aoman Cbmitta, especialljr 
Si^oniuB and Beaufort. Spanheim (de PreMtantia et Usa NumisHia« 
tUHi, torn, iiy dissert, x, p. 192, 193) shews, on a curious medal, the 
Cista, Pontes, Septo, Diribitor, Ac. 

* Cicero (de Legibus, iii. Iff, 17, IS) debates this constitutional 
question, «nd •ssigna.tahis brotlier Quintus the most unpopular side. 
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the world/ Such an example was not neceisary chap. 
to instruct a prudent usurper, of the mischief d^^^l^^j^ 
popular assemblies; and their abolition, which 
Augustus had silently (nrepared, was aocompUsh* 
ed without resistance, and almost without no-* 
tice, on the accession of his successes. ^ Sixty 
thousand plebeian legislators, whom numbers 
made formidable^ and poverty secure, were sup* 
planted by six hundred senat<»rs, who held their 
honours, their fortunes, and their lires, by the 
clemency of the emperor. The loss of executive Decrees of 
power was alleviated by the gift oi legidative 
authority; and Ulpian might assert, after the 
practice of two hundred years, that the decrees 
of the senate obtained the force and validity of 
laws. In the times (tf freedom, the resolves of the 
people had been often dictated by the passum or 
error of the mom;ent : the Cornelian, Pompeian, 
and Julian laws, were adapted by a single band 
to the prevailing disorders : but the senate, un* 
der the reign of tiie Caesars, was composed of 
magistrates and lawyers, and in questions of pri- 
vate jurisprudence, the integrity of their judg^ 
ment was seldom perverted by fear or interest.^ 

The siknce or ambiguity of the laws wa^ sup- ^><^^« o^ 
plied by the occasional edicts of those magia* tor/'^ 

* Prs tmnultn rtcuKUitium preferre non potut, (Sueton. in Aiu 
gust. e. 34). See Propertius, L li, eleg. 6. Heineccius, m a sepiar* 
tte kiAtory, has exhausted the whole sulyect of the JuMan and Popi* 
an-Poppiean laws, (0pp. torn, vii, P. i, p. 1«470). 

^ Tacit. AnnaL i» 15. Lipsius, Excursus £. ia Taciturn. 

1 Non ambigitttr scaatum jus iacere posse* is the dedelon of UX" 
plan, 0. x\ii ad Edict, in Pandect. 1. i^ tit. iii» leg. 9). Pomponius 
taxes the camiHa of tha p^ple as a turba hoisunum> (Pandect. L i» 
fit. ii, leg. 9)» 
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CHAP. welMigested code was ratified by the emperor 
^"T'- and the senate; the loae divorce of law and 
equity was at length reconciled ; and, instead of 
tiie twelve tables^ the perpetual edict was fixed 
as the invariable standard of civil jurisprudence." 
2°J^^- From Augustus to Trajan, the modem Cae- 
uwem. sars were content to promulgate their edicts in 
the various characters of a Roiriaa mi^;igtrate: 
and, in the decrees of the senate, the epistles and 
erationg o£ the prince were respectfully inserted. 
Hadrian* appears to have been the first who as- 
sumed, without disguise^ the plenitude of legis- 
lative power. And this innovation, so agreeable 
to his actiVe mind, was countenanced by the 
patience of the times, and his long absence 
from the seat of government. The same 
policy was embraced by succeeding ihonarchs, 
and, according to the harsh metai^c^* of Ter« 
tulian, <^ the gloomy and intricate forest of 
•* ancient laws was cleared away by the axe 
•* of royal mandates and constUvtkms!^^ Dur- 
ing four centuries, from Hadrian to Justinian, 
the public and private jurisprudence was moulded 

>* The lustory of edicU is composed, and ihie text oC U)^ perpetual 
edict is restored, by the master-band ef Heineccius, (0pp. torn, vil, 
P. ii, p. 1-^64) ; in whose reseatches I may safely acquUaceb In the 
Academy ef Inscriptiooa, M. Bouchaud has given a aerjiaa «f vb^ 
moirs to this interesting subject of law and literature. 

» His laws are the first in the Code. See Dodwell, (Fralect. 
Cambden, p. 319-340), who wanders from the subject in coolitted 
leading and feeble paradox. 

• Totam illam veterem et aqoalkntem tyhvun legiim novia pri^* 
eipalium rescriptorum et edictorum securibttB ruecatia et caeditis, 
(Apologet. c 4, p. 50» edit* Havercamp). He proceeds to praise the 
fteent firmness of Sererus, who repealed the uaelMS or pemiciom la«« 
irithout any regard to their age w authority. 
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by tike will of tjiie sovereign; and few instHu^ cdaf. 
tions» either human or divine, were permitted to J^^^^* 
Itand 00 their former basis. , The origin of im-* 
perial legi^^tion.w^s concealed by the darkness 
of ages and Xhe terrors of armed despotism; and 
a double fiction was propagated by the servility^ 
or perhaps the jgnorwioe^ of the civilians, who 
basked in thi& 9unshiae of the Rpmy^n and Uy* 
zantine cottJPts- X. To .the prayi^r of the aiici^nt 
C^esarsy the people or the senate had soji?^tim^s 
granted a persco^ exemption from the obliga- 
tion and ; penalty of piarticular statutes; an4 
each indnlgen^qe was an act of jurisdictjl^n exerf 
cised by the republic over the first of her cit^ 
zens. Hli humble privijiege. w^s at lei^gtjt^ traps- 
formed into the prei^ogative of a tyr£|nt;tan4 
the Latin .expres^op jof /^ rjelea$ed ff^^pi the 
^^ laws/'^ was supposed: to e^sHt the epip^<^ a- 
bove all human resttaiuts, and tp leave his con- 
science and reason^ as the sacred me^uce of Us 
conduct. 3. A siii3ilaji!jd^ndence wasJRipljied 
in the decirees of the.senal^^ whJLchf in evefy)?ei^, 
dd&ned thi& tities^nd ponners ofjttm ^cti^je^n^^i^ 
trate. But it was not befote the ideas, .wd even 
the language, of the Romans had been corrupted, 
that a royaJ law^*^ and an irrevocable gift of the 
people, were created by the fancy of Ulpian, or 

r 

9 The coosUtutional style of Le^ibus Solrt^ is misinterpreted by 
the art or ignorance of Dion Cassius, (torn, i, L liii, p. 713). On this 
occasion his editor* Reinuur, joins the universal censure which £ref* 
dom and criticisnx have pronounced against that slavish historian, . 

4 The word (Lt» Hegia) wap still more recent than the thin^. The 
slaves of Cominodus or CaracaUa would have started at the n^9 ft 
royalty. 

VOL. vin., c 
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tHAP. more probably of Triboniiin hitnself / and th^ 
^^^ origin of imperial power^ though fake in fact, and 
slavish iii its; cousequeiic^, wdd supported on a 
their le. priticiple of freeddni and jUsti^^e. " The pleasure 
p^w7 ** of the emperct had the vigour &&d effect of law, 
<* since the Romah people, by the royal law^ 
** have transferred to their prince the fall ex- 
" tent of their own power and sovereignty."' 
The will of a single mati, of a child perhaps^ 
was allowed to prevail over the wisdom of ages 
and the inclinations of millions; and the degene-^ 
i'ate Gfeeks were proud to declare, that in his 
hands alotie the arbitrary exercise of legisla- 
tion <iOuld be slifely deposited. ** What inter- 
^* est or p&ssion," exdaims Theophilus in the 
eoUrt of Justinian, ** can reftch the calm and 
" sublime elevati(>n of the monarch ? he is al- 
** ready master of the lives and fortunes of his 
** subjects ; ahd those who have incurred bis dis- 
^* pleasure, are already numbered with the 
** dead."^ Disdaining the language of flattery, 
the historian may confess, that in questions of 
privMe jurisprudence, the absolute sovereign of a 
grefet empire cah seldom be ittflueQced by any per- 

^ See Graviiia, (0pp. p. 501-^1 S), and Beaufort, (ttepublique Ho- 
huiine, torn, i, p. 255-t74). He hiM made & proper ii«e of two disserU 
•tions by John Frederick Gronoyius and Noodt, both translated with 
Taluable notes, by Barbeyrac, 2 vols, in ISmo, 1731. 

• Institut. 1. i, tit. ii, N». 6. Pandect. 1. i, tit. iv, leg. I. Cod- 
i^us'tinian. t i, tit. xVii, 1^. 1, N*. 1, In his Antiquities atad Ele- 
ments, Heinecbius has dmply treated d^ constitutionibus principum, 
which are illustrated by Giodefroy, (Coitntient. ad Cod. Theodos. L i, 

• tit. i, ii, ill), and 4?ravina, <p. 67-^0). 

* "Theophiliui, In I^araphras. Graec. Institut. p. 83, 34, edit. Reitz- 
' For his person, tim^, writings, sec the Theophiliis of J.' H, Mylius, 

Ezeurs. ui, p. 1034-1073. 
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iibnat GbnsiderationSi Virtue, or even reason, will chap* 
suggest to his impartial mind, that be is the J^';'!]^' ;, 
gufcrdtan 6f peace and equity » and that the inte-. 
rest of society is inseparably connected with his 
own* Under the weakest and most vicious reign, 
the seat o( justice was'fillol by the wisdom and . 
integrity of Papiiiianand Ulpian;^ and the purest 
raatei'ials of the Code and pandects are inscribed 
with the names of Cara<^lla and his ministersi^ 
The tyrant of Rome was sometimes the benefac- 
tor of the provinces. A dagger terminated the 
crimes of Domitian ; but the prudence of Nerva 
confirmed his acts, which, in the joy of their de-^ 
liverance^ had been resrinded by an indignant se.** 
nate/ Yet in the re^orgrf*^" replies to the coh*,Tbeir 
sultations of the magistrates^ the wisest of princes '**^^ 
might be deceived by a partial composition of j;he 
case. And this abuse, which placed their hasty 
decisions oh the same level with mature and de^ 
liberate acts of legislation, was ineffectually con* 
demned by the sense and example of Trajan^ 

* There is more envy Uian reaton in the complaint of Maeriaiui 
(Jul. C^pitotin. c 13). — Nefas esse leges videri Commodt et Caracalla 
et hominum impeHtortlm voluiltates. Cemmodus Was made a Divui 
by Severus, (Dodwell. PrAieoi. Tiii, p. S24» 325). Yet he occius only 
twice in the pandects. 

^ Of Antoiitnus Caraealla alone tOO constitutions' are extant in th« 
Code, and with his father 160. These two princes are quoted fifty 
tfanes in the pandects attd eight in th« institutes, (Teraason, p. 96AV 

'Plitt. Secund. Epistol. k» 66i Sueton* in Domitiaii* c^ SS. 

* It was a maxim of Cdnstantine, contra jus rasoripta non vakant^ 
(Cod. Theodos. 1. i* tit ii, leg. 1). The emperors reluctantly allow 
some scrutiny into Cha law and the fact, some delay, petition, dec. | 
but these insufficient remediea are too much in the discretion and a| 
ibe peril of the judge. 

c8 
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CHAP. The rescripts of the emperor, his grants and 
«««««!wL decrees, his edicts and pragmatic sanctums^ were 
subscribed in purfde ink,"" and transmitted to the 
provinces as general or special laws, which the 
magistrates were bound to execute, and the peo- 
ple to obey. But as their number continually 
multiplied, the ruleof obedience became each day 
more doubtful and obscure, till the will of the 
sovereign was fixed and ascertained in the Gre- 
gorian, the Hermogenian, and the Theodosian 
codes. The two first, of which some fragments 
have escaped, were framed by two private law- 
yers, to preserve the constitutions of the pagan 
emperors from Hadrian to <]!on8tantine. The 
third, which is still extant, was digested in six- 
teen books by the order of the younger Theodo- 
sius, toconsecratethelaws of the Christian princes 
from Constantine to his own reign. But the 
three codes obtained an e^ual authority in the 
tribunals ; and any act whidb wasnotinduded in 
the sacred deposit, might be disregarded by the 
judge as spurious or obsolete.** 
Forms of Among savage nations, the want of letters is 

the Romftii cj o 

uw. imperfectly supplied by the use of vbible signs, 
which awaken attention, and perpetuate the 
remembrance of anypublic or private transaction. 

'^ A cpivqMttui^ of venniUi«n.ap4.'(;ipB9bar, .which murks (lue impe* 
rial dip]Qma»/rffm L«o.I (A. D» 4*^) to tl>« fal} of thj9> Greek empire^ 
i9ibUo;th^qacr Raiton^ die la DiplofQatiquft* torn, i, p« 509-^(4. Lami, 
de Brudittone ApostQlorum» tppt* ii»^9« .7S0 — 1tf^)f .... 

y Sehultiog^ Jun8prude&tia.4n^e^V9t»i>ia«#fii.|V §ftJi-7l8. Cujaci- 
u| aasigned to Gregory tber«igiBa fro9i;^Iiadrian |q GaUienu^, ana the 
continuation to his fellow-labourer Hermogenes. . . This g^^f ^) .divi^ • 
sion may be just; but thej often trespassed on eoch other's ground. 
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The jarisprudeiice of the fijrst Romans eischibtt- CUak 
ed the scenes of a pantomime ; the words w^re 
adapted to the gestures; and the slighest error or 
neg^t in the yorm^ of proceeding was sufficient 
to annul the substance of the £Eurest claim. The 
comtmmion of the marriage-life was denoted by 
the neeessaiy elements of fire and water:*" and 
the divorced wife resigned the bunch of keys, 
by the delivery of wbich^ she had been inva^ted 
with the government of the family. The ma- 
numission of a son» or a slave, was performed by 
turning him round with a gentle blow on the 
cheek : a work was prohibited by the casting of 
a stone; prescription was interrupted by the 
breaking of a branch ; the clenched fist was the 
symbol of a pledge or deposit ; the right hand 
was the gift of faith and confidence. The in- 
denture of covenants was a lH*oken straw; 
wei^ts and scales were introduced into every 
payment, and the heir who accepted a testa* 
ment, was sometimes obliged to snap his fingers, 
to cast away his garments, and to leap and 
dance with real or afiected transport."^ If a* ci* 
tizen pursued any stolen goods into a neig^ 
hour's house, he concealed his nakedness with a 
linen towel, and hid his face with a mask or 

« Sc«voIa, moBt probably Q. Cehridlus Scaevola the master of Piipi« 
nian, considers this acceptance of fire and water as tli# essence of 
marriagCr (Pandect. L xxiv, tit. 1, leg. 66, See Heineceius^ Hist. J. 
B. X«. 317). 

<* Cicero (de Offlciis, iii, 19)' may state ui ideat case, but St. Am- 
brose (de Offlciis, iii, 3) appeals to the practice of hia own tiii&ei, 
which he understood as a lawyer and a n^gistrate» (Schidting tA 
UlpiaA. Frai^ment. tit. xxli, N^ SS, p. 643^ 044). 

cS 
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CiiAF. bitson^^lest he should encounter the eyes of a 
xx-iv. yiygin Qf a^ matron.* In a civil action, the plain- 
tiff touched the ear of his witness, seized his re- 
luctant adversary by the neck, and implored, in 
solemn lamentation, the aid of his fellow*citi« 
zens. The two competitors grasped each other s 
hand as if they stood prepared for combat be- 
fore the tribunal of the pretor : he commanded 
them to produce the object of the dispute ; they 
went, they returned with measured steps, and a 
clod of earth was cast at his feet to represent 
the field for which they contended. This occult 
scienqe of the words and actions of law, was the 
inheritance of the pontiffs and patricians. Like 
the Chaldean astrologers, they announced to 
their clients the days of business and repose; 
these important trifles were interwoven with the 
religion of Numa; and, after the publication of 
the twelve tables, the Roman people was still 
enslaved by the ignorance of judicial proceed- 
ings. The treachery of some plebeian officers at 
length revealed the profitable mystery: in a 
more enlightened age, the legal actions were de- 
rided and observed ; and the same antiquity 
which sanctified the practice, obliterated the use 
and meaning, of this primitive language.^ 

* The furtum lance lictoque OQnceptiilm was no longer understood 
in the time of the Antonines, (Auius Gellius, xvi, 10). The Attic 
derivation of Heineccins (Anti^uitftt. Rqm. ]. iv, tit. i, N\ 13-21) is 
aupported by the evidence of Aristophanes, his scholiast, and Pollux. 

' In his Oration for Murena, (c. 9-13), Clceto turns into ridi- 
cule the forms and mysteries of the civilians, which are represented 
irith more candour by Aulus Gellius, (Noct. Attic, zz, 10) ; Gravina, 
(Ppp* p* 2i3, sea, 1^67), and Heineceius, (AnUquitat. L iy, tit* v^), 
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A xnMe libeml art was cultivated^ howevqi|^ CHAf. 
by the sage9 of Rome, who, in a stricter sense, J^lZl^ 
may lie mn^idered as the authors of the civil succeuia* 
law. Th^ pdteration of the idiom and manners ^^^^^, 
of the Romans* rendered the style, of the twelve y«» 
tables less familiar to each rising generi^tiop, 
and the doubtful passages were imperfectly ex- 
plained by the study of legal antiquarians. To 
define the amb^uities, to circumscribe the lati- 
tude, to apply the principles, to extend the coq.^- 
sequences, to reconcile the real or apparent con- 
tradictions, was a much nobler and more import- 
ant task; and the province of legislation wa^ 
silently invtded by the expounders of ancient 
statutes. Their subtle interpretations concurred 
with the equity of the pretor, to reform the ty- 
ranny of th^^ darker ages : however stn^nge or 
intricate the me^ns, it was the aim of artificial 
jurisprudence to restore the simple dictates of 
nature and reason, and the skill of private citi- 
zens was usefully employed to undermine the 
public institutions of their country. The revo- 
lution of almost one thousand years, from the 
twelve tables to the reign of Justinian, may b^ 
divided into three periods almost equal in dura- 
tion, and distinguished from each other by the 
mode of instruction and the character of the ci- ^ 
vilians.^ Pride and ignorance contributed, dur<> 

< Tlie series of the civil lawyers is deduced by Pooiponius, (de 0« 
rigine Juris Pandect. 1. i, tit ii). The modems have discussed, with 
learning and criticism, this branch of literary history ; and among 
these I have chieily been guided by Gravina (p. 41-79) and Heinec- 
cius, (Hist. J. R. N*. 11^351). Cicero, xnore especially in his books 
de Oratore, de Claris Oratorll^us, dc Lcgtbus, and the Clavis Ciceroni* 
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CHAP. «g the first period, to confii^e trithln ntrrow 11- 
\.^^^. ™its tbe science of the Roman law. On the 
The first public days of market or assembly, the masters 
a! a\ 0^ ^^^ ^rt were seen walking in the fomm, ready 
303-648. to impart the needful advice to the> meanest of 
their fellow-citizens, from whose Totes, on a fu- 
ture occasion, they might solicit a grateful re- 
turn. As their years and honours increased, 
. they seated themselves at home oh a chair or 
throne, to expect with patient gravity the visits 
of their clieilts, who at the dawn of day, from 
the town and country, began to thunder at their 
door. The duties of social life, and the incidents 
of judicial proceeding, were the ordinary subject 
of these consultations, and the verbal or written 
opinion of the jurisconstdts was framed accord- 
ing to the rules of prudence atid law. The 
youths of their own* order and family were 
permitted lo listen; their children Enjoyed 
the benefit of more private lessors, and the 
Mucian race was long renowned for the heredi- 
*«?*V* tary knowledge of the civil law. The second 
a. u. c. period, the learned and splendid age of jurispru- 
648-988. jgjj^g^ jjjj^y jjg extended from the birth of Cicero 
to the reign of Severus Alexander. A system was 
formed, schools were instituted, books were corn- 
ana of Bmesti, (under the names of Mueivf &e.)« afford much ge. 
Buine and pleasing infermation. Horace often alludes to the inom- 
ing labours of the civilians, (Serra. I, i, 10 ; Epist. 11, i, 103, &c.)> 
Agricolam laudat juris legum^ue peritus 
Sub galli cantumy consultor ubi ostia pulsat. 



Rom« dulce diu fuit et solemne, reclusl 
Man^ dome vigilare, dienti promere jura* . 
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posed, and botii the living and the dead beeaiae chapl 
subservient to the instruction of th6 student The ^^l^i^L 



>^v*%«%%%^ 



tripatateofJEXixxsi Paetus, surnamed Gatus, or the 
Cunning, was preserved as the oldest work of ju- 
risprudence. Cato the censor derived some a^* 
tional fame from his legal studies, and those of his 
son : the kincked appellation of Mucins Scsevoia 
was illustrated by three sages of the law ; but 
tbte perfection of the science was ascribed to Serr 
vius Sulpicins their disciple, and the friend of 
'Fully; and the long succession^ which shone with. 
equal lustre under the republic, and under the 
Caesars, is finally closed by the respectable charac- 
ters of Fapinian, of Paul, and of Ulpian. Their 
names, and the various titles of their productions, 
have been minutely preserved, and the example of 
Labeo may suggest some idea of -their dil^ence 
and fecundity. That eminent lawyer of the 
Augustan age, divided the year between the city 
and country, between business and composition; 
and four hundred books are enumerated as the 
fruit of his retirement. Of the collections of his 
riv^ Capito, thetwo hiindred and fifty-nintijbook 
is esqiresslyquoted; and few teachers coulddeliver 
their opinions in less than a century of volumes. 
In the third period^ between the reigns of Alex- ^«* ^ 
axuler and Justinian, the oracles of jurisprudence a. u. c. 
were almost mute. The nieasure of curiosity had ^®^* "^* 
been filled : the throne was occupied by tyrants 
and barbarians; the active spirits werediverted by 
religious disputes, and the professors of Rpmc, 
Constantinople, and Berytus^ ware humbly con^- 
tent to repeat the lessons of their more enlight- 
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CHAP* ened predecessors* iFrom the slow adrsaces and 
J!^^^ rajMd decay of these legal studies, it may be in- 
ferred» that they requke a state of peace and re- 
iinement. From the multitude oi Toluminou^ 
civilians who fill the intemtediate space, it is evi- 
dent, that such studies may be pursued, and such 
works may be performed, with a common share 
of judgment, experience, and industry. The ge- 
nius of Cicero and Virgil was more saisiblj felt, 
as each revolving age had be«i found incapable 
of producing a similar or a second: but the most 
eminent teachers of the law were assured of ieav* 
ing disciples equal or superior to themsdves in 
merit and reputation. 
ill^phyf ^' The jurisprudence which had been grossly ar 
dapted to the wants of the first Romans, was po^ 
lished and improved in the seventh century of the 
city, by the alliance of Grecian philoeqihy. The 
Scaevolas had been taught by use and experience; 
but Servius Sulpicius was the first civilian who e^ 
stablished his art on a ceFtiun and general theory.^ 
For the discernment of truth and- falsehood, he 
ai^lied, as an infallible rule, the logic of Aristotle 
and the stoics, reduced particular oases to g^n^ral 
principles, and diffused over the shapeless mass, 
the light of order and eloquence. Cicero, his 
contemporary and friend, declined .the reputation 
of a professed lawyer ; but the jurisprudence of his 

^ Craasus, or rath«r ClflCTo himself, ptroppsct (d^ Oratory, i, 4^, 
42) an idea of the art or science of jurisprudence, which the eloquent, 
but illiterate, Antonius (i, 58) alTects to deride. It was partly exe* 
««te4 by Servius Sulpicius^ (in Bruto, c. 41), whose praiics are el^ 
.pantly varied in the classic Latinity of tl^e Roman 6rav|na, (p. 60]^ 
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country was adorned by his incomparable genius* c h ap. 

which omverts iato gold every object that it ^^^^^ 

touches. After the example of Plato, he com^^ 

posed a republic; and» for the use of his republic^ 

a treatise of laws ; in which he labours to deduce, 

from a celestial or^n, the wisdom and justice of 

the Roman constitution* The whole universe, 

according to his sublime hypothesis, forms one 

immense commonwealth: gods and men, who 

participate of tbe same essaice, are members of 

the same community; reason prescribes tbe law of 

nature and nations ; and all positive institutions^ 

however modified by accident or custom, are 

drawn from the rule of right, which the Deity has 

inscrilied on every virtuous mind^ From these 

philosophical mysteries, be mildly excludes the 

sceptics who refuse to believe, and the epicurean^ 

who are unwilling to act. The latter disdain the 

care of the republic ; he advises them to slumber 

in their shady gardens. But he humbly entreats 

that the new academy would be silent, since her 

bold olyections would too soon destroy the fair 

and wdl-ordered structure of his lofty system.* 

Plato, Aristotle, and Zeno, he r^resents as the 

only teachers who arm and instruct a citizen for 

the duties of social life. Of these, the armour of the 

' PertartMttiicem autcm omaiuin hanim rerum «caclemiam» hane 
ab Aroetilact Carneade recentem* exoremos ut rileat, nam si invaaerit 
in h«e, qu« wtia scite instrucU et compoaita videantur, nimis edat 
ruinas, qtiam quidem ego placare cupia, aobMovere non audeo, (de 
Lagihos, t, 13). From this passage alone Bentley (Remarks on Free- 
thinking, p. 250) might have learned how firmly Cicero bdieved i^ 
fhp spfcjous floetrines which he iiaa adorned. 
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CHAP, rtoics^ was found to be df the firmest tempa*; and 

*.^I^U it was chiefly worn, both for use and ornament, 
m the schools of jurisqprudence* From the porti- 
CO, the Roman civilians^ learned to lire, to reason, 
and to die : but tfaej imbibed in some degree the 
prejudices of the sect ; the love of paradox^ the 
pertinacious habits of dispute^ and a minute at- 
tachment to words and verbal distinctions. The 
superiority of form to nuUteTf was introduced to 
ascertain the right to property : and the eqpiality 
of crimes is countenanced by an opinion of Tre- 
l>atius,' that he who touches the ear, touches the 
whole body ; and that he who steals from an heap 
of com, or an hogshead of wine, is goihy of the 
entire theft."* 

Authority. Arms, eloquence, and the study of the civil 
law, promoted a citizen to the honours of the 
Roman M;ate; and the three professions were 
sometimes more conspicuous by th^ir union in the 
same character. In the composition of the edict, 
a learned pretor gave a sanction and preference 
to his private sentimentjs: the opinion of a censor, 
or a consul, was entertained with respect ; and a 
* doubtful interpretaticm of the laws might be sup- 

^ The stoic philosophy was first taught At Rome by Panstius, the 
friend of the younger Scipio, (see his life in the Mem. de TAcademie 
des Inscriptions, torn, x^ p. 75->89). 

> As he is quoted by Ulpian, (leg. iO» «d Sabinum in Pandect. I. 
xlviif tit. ii, leg. 21). Yet Trebatius, after he was a leading civiliaot 
qui familiam duxit, became aa epicurean » (Cicero ad Fam* vii, 5). 
Perhaps he was not constant or sincere in his new sect. 

* See Gravina, (pi 45-51V and the ineffectual cavils of Mascoo. 
Heinecctus (Hist J. R. N«. 125) quotes and approves a dissettatiofl 
of Everard Otto, de Stoica Juriscoamiltorum PhHosiAiia. 
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ported i)y the virtues er triumpte of the civilian, chak 
Tte iidtHcian arts \wre long protected by the veil ^^^^^^ 
of mystery ; and in more enlighteBed- times, the 
freedom ^f inquiry established the general prin« 
ciples of jurisprudence. Subtle and intricate case^ 
were elucidated by the disputes of the fbrumo 
rules, axioms, ahd definitions," Were adniitte^ 
as the gei^uitte dictait^ of reason^; and the con*'' 
s€Kt of die. legal professors was interwoven ifttd 
the pmcticeof tli^'tribfEilals. But these inter-* 
pi*eters could iieither enact nor execute the iawfil 
of the republic ; arid the jud^s mi^ht disregard 
the authoitity of the Sbaevplas^^tbefiftselveSi wbiehf 
was often overthrown by the eloqut^ice or %6^ 
phisftry of ah .ingemous pleader.^ • Augustus 
and Tiberius w^re the first to adopt, as ah use^^ 
fill e^ne,' the ixsience of the civilians ; and tb^ii^ 
servile labour^ inl^conimbdated the old systerif 
to the spirit and views of despotism. Under 
the fair pi'etetice of seoirtng the dignity of the 
art, "Uie- privilege of subscribing legal and valulf 
opinions was confined to the sages of senatorian 
or equestrian rank, who had bew previouslv 
approved by the judgment of the prince; auA 
this monopoly prevailed, till Hadrian restored 
the freedom of the profession to every citi^i^ii 
conscious c^ his abilities, and knowledgec The 
discretion' of the pretbr was now governed by 
the kssQBS of his teapher^; the. judges were 
enjoined to obey the comment as Weill as the tejit 

* We have heard of th« Catotiian ruIe.^he'AquOten stipt]laUon,-aA# 
the MoQiKitt ferfhsi ol 911 AaxiHuyWid-of ^T^dtlLoMAwAf (PaA<^ 
1. L, tit xyi, zvii). • • -I v. ....•••. 

• Read Ciceroi L i, dt Oratore, Topica, pro Murenan* 
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CHAP, c^the law ; and the use of codicils was a memor^ 
^^^^ able innovatioQ, which Augustus ratified by th* 

advice of the civilians^ 
Sect*. The most absdiite mandate could only require 

that the judges should agree with the civilians, 
if the civilians agreed among thismselves. But 
]>08itive institutions are often the result of cus- 
tom andpr^udiee; laws and Itoguage are am- 
b^Uous and arbitrary; where reason is incap- 
able of pronouncing! the love of argument is 
inflakned by the ^nvj of rivals, the vanity of 
iaasters, the blind attacbntelit' of their disciples ; 
and the Rookan jurisprudence; was divided by 
the once famou$ sectK of the Prvc$dians and Sa- 
himans^ Twq sagiss of the la.W, Ateius Capito 
aud Antistius Labeo/ adoriiied.the peace of the 
Augustan age : the former distinguished by 
the favour of his ^vereign ; the latter more il- 
lustrious by his contempt of that favour, and his 
stern though' harmless opposition .to the tyrant 
of 'Rome. Their legal studies were influenced 

? See Pomponiii9, (de Orlgjue Juris Pafid«cf. 1. i, tit ii, leg, S» K*' 
47) ; Heineccius/ (ad Institut. 1. i, tit. il, N*. 8 i 1« ii, tit. xxv, in 
i;i«Trt«nt. et Antlquitat.)* And Gravina, (p. 41-45). Yet the monopoly 
4f AiifQttut, an Karsli measure, would ftf^iear with some toft^iiog in 
the contemporary evidence ; and* it was probably veiled by a decrse 
tff the senate - •- i . 
, 4 i havr perused tbe:Diatribe ^t Gotfridiis Msbcovius; tilt IcartM^ 

Mascou, de Sectis JurisconsuUorum, (Lipsiae,^ ITfS; in ISiuo, p. 276)t 
• learned treatise on a narrow and barren ground. 

' See the character of AntUtint Lab^ iti Tadtus/iAnnal. ilt, 75)< 
sAd in an^^istle of Aleiuii Capito, (Aul.,G«nitis, zi^U,lS), Whoaccuie« 
^ bit ifval of libertas nimia et vecort. Yet Horace would not have lasbed 

•.virtuousrandxei$«f:t^bl^ senator; «od I must adopt the emendatipn 
of BenUey, who readsXo^'en^inaMiiM'i (Senp. L iii, S9). Sm Mitfcpu^ 
de Sectis, (c. U p. 1*S4). 
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hy the variouis colours of their tamper and prin- chap. 
cjpies. La'beo was attached to the form of the J^^;^ 
old republic: his rival embraoed the more pro* 
fitable substance of the rbing moaiarchy. But the 
disposition of a courtier is tame and submiss^v^; 
and Capito seldom presumed to deviate frorp the 
sentiments^ior at least froift the words, pf his pre- 
decessors : wfrile the bold republican pursued his 
independent ideas without fear of paradox: or iur 
novations. The fVeedom of i.ab^ was epslaved^ 
however, by the rigour of his own conclusions, and 
he decided according to the lett^ of tlie law, the 
same questions which his indulgent competitorre- 
solved with a latitude of equity more suitable tp 
the common sense and feelings of mankind. Jf a 
fair.exchange had.been substituted tothepayment 
of money, Capito still considered the transaction as 
a l^al sale;' and he consulted natu.re for the age 
of puberty, without confining his defiQition to the 
precise period of twelve or fourteen -years.* This 
opposition of sentiments was propagated in the 
writings and lessons of (he tw;o[.fpundei:$; th^ 

• Jufttlfrfan (IiutituL^ 1. iii* tit. xxiii, and TVop^il* Vert. Xyivc. 
p. 6*^7, 600) baa conmemomfed thit w^kiy diapute* and die vfra^ 
of Homer that were alleged qd either rifle as legal authorities, , jit wf|i 
decided by. Paul, (leg. S3( ad £dict. in Pandect. L xviii, Ut. i, jegb i), 
8iiioe» in a nmpH exchange, the buyer cvuld not. be dfscrimJnfVyl 
from the ae&er. i .». 

.''. Tkia controversy « at Ukewisf given for the Proei^lanf, to au- 
pergede the indecent of a aeaichy and to c<»teply with the apbpriam ^ 
HypocMtes, who wma attached tQ tha septenary munb^ 9f twQ .weeks 
«f years, or 700 of days,- (tnstitut4 L i, tit xxii>. Plutarch aad^tha 
ttoka (de Pladt. PhUosoph. U ▼• <• 2^ assign a more naUural rra^m 
Fourteen years is the age ■ ry n* • ein^fiM^tHH »ftnfm ^f*s» JSfiSjht 
vttt^a of the^^U in Mascou, c. ix> p. 14^276. 
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CHAi^. schools of Capita atid Labeo maintaiaed their 
iliyeterate conflict from the age of Augustus to 
that of Hadrian ;'' and the two sects derived 
their appellations from Sabinns aiid Proculius, 
their most celebrated teachers. The names of 
Cassians and Pegasians were likewise applied 
to the same parties; but, by a strange reverse, 
the^ popular cause was in the haiids of Pegasus/ 
-A timid slave of Domitian, while tlie favourite 
of theGtesars wasrepreswatedby CassCus/ who 
gl<^iie<t in his descent from the (patriot assassin. 
By the perpetual edict, tffe cont^orersies of the 
^ects were in a great measure determined. For 
thkt important work, the emperor Hadrian pre- 
ferred the chief of the Sabiniansc the friends of 
monarchy prevailed; but the moderation of 
Sylvius Julidn insensibly reconciled the victors 
a^ ihe vanqui^dbed. Like the contemporary 
'philosopher^, the lawyers of the age. of the An- 
^<>iMnes disclaimed the authority of a master, and 
JB^|yted from ef'ery system theaiostprobaUe doc- 
trines.^ But their writings would have been less 

' '" The series nnd conckibion of Uie sects aDt desoifibed by Mmseou, 
•i(c. ii^^rii» p. 34-lSOH and it iroiHd be alnuwc ridioaloiit to. praise 
Mi ^\iiBX j'ttstice to these obsolete sects. - *" 

'. A%t)ie' first suminoiis he flies to the turbot council ; yet Juvenal 
^Sartirw W« 78-J0I)- styles 'tbe prefect oxJki^ of Rqaie sanctissimin 
legum interpres. From his science, says the old soheliast, he was 
csflled, 'liot a man, but a bo0k. H^ derived the singular name of Pe- 
^gasus Awm the galley -iHikh his father coiaman^bsd. 

* ' Tkidt. AMnal. nvli* 7. Sneteti* in Netene, e. zsxvii. 

* * Mascou, de Scotkb c. viii, pi XtO-^MA^ <b Uerisaimdis, a iegul 
lerm whi«iK was applied to thebe-eekcfislamryeis s lemsesre is synony. 
Bkouaio ditidffw. 
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tokunkious, had their choice been more unani- chap. 
m(Axs. Tbe conscience of the judge was perplex- J^!;^]^^ 
€d fey the number and weight of discordant testi- 
monies, and every sentence that his passion or in- 
terest might pronounce, was justified by the sane- 
tion of some venerable name. An indulgent edict 
of the younger Theodosius excused him from the 
labour of comparing and weighing their argu- 
ments. Five civilians, Caius, Papinian, Paul, 
UlpiaU) and Modestinns, were established as the 
oractes of jurisprudence : a majority was deci- 
sive ; but if their opinions were equally divided^ 
a casting vote was ascribed to the superior wis- 
dom of Papinian.* 

WhenJustinianaseendedthethrone,theref<»'m- Refonmi- 
ation of the Roman jurisprudence was an arduous r^^^^ 
but indispensable task* In the space of ten cen- ^^ ^ 

• Justmtan, 

turies,theinfinitevarietyoflawsand legal opinions a. d. 527, 
had filled many thousand volumes, which no for- ^^ 
tune could purchase and no capacity could digest. 
Books could not easily be found ; and the judges, 
poor in the midst of riches, were reduced to the 
exercise of their illiterate discretion. The subjects 
of the Greek provinces were ignorant of the Ian- 
g^age that disposed of their lives and properties; 
and the harharmL.t dialect of the Latins was imper- 
fectly studied in theacademiesof BerytusandCon- 
fitantinople. As an lUyrian scridter, that idiom was 

• See the Theodosian Code, 1. i, tit. iv, with Gcdefroy's Comment- 
ary» torn. i,'p. 30-35. This decree might give occasion to Jesuitical- 
disputes l&e those in the Lettres Provlnciales, whether a judge wa4 
obligeA to foflow the opinion of Papinian, or of a msQorky, a^nst 
his judgment, gainst his conscience, &c. Yet a legislator might give 
Hiat opinion, however fake, the vaMdity, not cf truth, but of law. 

VOL. \UV ^ J» 
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^fl ^J' familiar to the infancy of JvifrtikAmt ; his youth ha<f 
been mstructed by the lessons of jumprlidence, 
and bis impeFial choice elected the most learHed 
civilians of the East, to labour with their sove- 
reign in the work of reformation.^ Tte theory 
of professors was assisted by the practice of ad- 
vocates,^ and the experience of magistrates ^ and 
the whole undertaking was animated by tie 
A**!?"!?!' spirit of Tribonian.'' This extraordinary man^ 
&^- the otgect of so much praise and censure, was a 
native of Side in Pamphylia ; and his genius, 
like that of Bacot>, embraced, as his' own, all 
the business and knowledge of the age. Triboni- 
an composed, both in prose and verse, on a 
strange diversity of curious and abstruse sub- 
jiects :** a double panegyric of Justinian and the 
life of the philosopher Theodotus ; the nature 
of happiness and the duties of government: 
Homer's catalogue and the four-»nd-twe»ty 
sorts of metre ; the astronomica) caiio& €)f Pto- 



^ For th-e Tqgal Ia1x)ui» of Jiistimanr, 1 have studied the preface; to 
the Institutes ; the 1st, 2d, and 3d Prefaces to the Pandects ; the 1st 
and !3d Frefaec to the Code ; and' th# Code itself, (1. i, tit. xviU de 
Veterl Juie enuffteaDdo> After tbe^e originiil testimonies, I have 
consulted, among the moderns, IleineceiuS) (Hist. J. R. N**. 383—404)^ 
Terasson, (Hist, dc la Jurispn-udenc^ R'omaine, p. 295-356) ; Gravina, 
(Opp. yr. 93-100), and Lud0wi)[r,- imhis hf^ of Justiniaf^ (in 1^-183,. 
318-321 ; for the Code dnd Novels^ p. 209-^261 ; for the Digest or 
Pandects, p. 262-317). 

* Fur the character of Tribotlian, ^ee tbie testitnonies of Proctipiits, 
(Persic. 1. i. c. 23, 24 ; Anecdot, c. 13, 20), and Suidas, (torn, iii, pu 
501, edit. Kuster). Ludewig (in Vit. Justinian, p. 175-209) works 
hard, very hard, to white*wash— >the black-a-moor> 

^ 1 apply the two passages of Suida9 to the same man ; every cir« 
cumstauce so exactly tallies. Yet the Iftwyers apjiear iguQrant ; and 
Fabricitis w inclined to separate the two characters, (BiMiot. Grmc^ 
torn, i^ p. 34d ; ii< p. 51tt ; iii, p.. 418 ;. xii, p, 346». 353, 43:4^ 
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It^myi the chunges of th^ months; the hous^ ctiAi^j* 
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of the platiets ; and the hailnonic system Of the ^^*^' 



w^orldi I'd the literatra'e of Greece he added 
the use of the Latin tongue; the Roman civilians 
lirere deposited in his library and in his mind \ 
Utid he most assiduously cultivated* those arts 
which opened the road of i*^ealth and preferment. 
From the bar of the pretorian prefects, he raised 
himself to the honours of questor, of consul, and 
of master of the offices : the council Of Justiniail 
listened to his eloquence and wisdom, lind envy 
Was mitigated by the gentleness and affability of* 
his manners« The reproaches of impiety and 
avarice have stdned the virtues or the reputation 
of Tribonian. In a bigotted and persecutingcourt^ 
the principal minister was accused of a secret 
aversion to the Christian faith, and was supposed 
to entertain the sentiments of aix atheist and a 
pagan, which have been imputed^ inconsistently 
enough, to the last philosophers of Greece. His 
avarice was moreclearly proved and more sensibly 
felt. If he were swayed by gifts in the admini'* 
stration of justice, the exampleof Bacon will again 
occur ; fior can the merit of Tribonlan atone for 
his baseness, if he degraded the sanctity of his 
profession ; and if laws were every day enacted, 
modified, or repealed, for the base consideration 
of his private emolument. In the sedition of Con- 
stantinople, his removal was granted to the clang- 
ours, perhaps to the just indignation, of the pea* 
pie ; but the questor was speedily restored, and 
till the hour of his death, he possessed, aboVe 
twenty years, the faivour and confidence of the 

d2^ 



^. * THE DSCLIKS AND FALL 

QUA?, emperor, ^is passive an^ dutiful submission ha? 

x^^Ix ^^^^^ honoured with the prw^ of Juf^tiawx him- 
self) wlioie vanity wa« incapable of discerning 
bow oftep that submission degenerate^i into the 
grossest adulation. Tribpniaw adored the virtues 
(^his gracious master: the earth iv«s uinwortby 
of such a prince ; and he ^ected a pious fear» 
that Justinian, like Elijah or Kanii^l|i§4 wopld be 
snatched intQ th^^ mr, and translatied ^Iwe to the 
iniinsiws of celestialglery.® 

TTij rode jf c»s0r had aci^ved the reforiufttiflpi of the 

of Justi- , , . . . ^. 1 ^ J 1 

Ulan, RoQi^n Jaw, his cr^tlve g^mis, ^^hghten^ by 
Feb^'isf' neflection wd. study, would h»ve g^yea to the 
A.D.52f, ^orid a pure and original ^y^m of jurispni- 
dence. Whatever flattery might i^Hggflst, the 
emperoF of t])e !S!a$^ was^ afraid t^ ^ab)i^b his 
private JHdgi9«nt ^s the standard of eqpk^y : in 
the. possession of legislative pow^^ k» berravir- 
ed the aid of time and opinion ; and his labo- 
riious cpippilations are guarded by the sages and 
legislators of past times. Instead of ^ stp^tue cast 
in* a simple mpuld by the hand of ^ avti&t, the 
works of J'listipian represent a tespektted pave- 
ment ^^ntiqiie and costly, but too pftea of in- 
coherent, fragments. In the i^r^t ye^r of his 

• This stopy it related by Hesycbius, (4e YirU IJlIu»trJbi|s); Proco- 
jrius, (Anecdot. c. 13)> and Suidas, (torn. iii« p. 501).' S^uch ftattery 
it incredible I 

— «^ Nihil €1^ quod credere de at 
Non potest^ cum laudatur Diis teq^a potestas. 
Fontenelie (torn, i, p. 32-39) has ridiculed the impudence of the mo« 
dcftt- Virgil, ^ut tiie sam* Fonttnelle plaiMts hiei king ahpv« th^ di- 
vine Augustus ; and the s^« Boileau has not blqsh^d. to say,— *«• Le 
*' destin a tea yeux n^osero^t bialancer.'* Yet neither Augustas nor 
Louis XIV were fools. 
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reign, be directed ibe faithful Tribonian, atid «hai^. 
nine learned associates, to revise the ottlinmxees ^^^*^ 
of his predecessot*6, as-thiej were coMtained, sinoe 
the time of Hadrtaii, ifi the Gregorian^ Herjno* 
geHian, &tA ITheodosian codes ; to purge Ihectv^ 
rors and eontradioticnis, to retreneli il^baMv^ tvcaii 
obsolete or superfluous, BXid to si^lect the wiae 
and salutary Ikws best adapted* td the proctiil^ • 
of the ^tiifo^tilfi and the use of bis subj^ts. The 
woilc was accomplished in fourteen months *^ and 
the twelve books or tables, which the new de» 
cemvit^ pirdduced, might be designed to imitaite 
the lalbours of their Roman prederassor^^ TtA 
new CODE of JUstinlau was horiouced Mrith hk 
name, and confirmed by his royal signature : au^ 
thentic transcripts w^re multiplied by the pens 
of notaries and scribes; tbey were transmitt^ 
to the magistriates of the European, the Asiatic^ 
and afterwards the African provinces : and the 
law of the empire was proclaimed on solemn fes- 
tivals at the doors of churches. A more ardumts Thep^. 
Qperation was still behind : to extract the spirit m^u 
of jurisprudehce from the decisions and conjee- ^-J^-j^* 
tures, the questions and disputes, of the Roman a. d. 5Ss. 
civili&ns. Seventeen lawyers, with Tribonian at ^' 
tlieir head, were appointed by the emperor to ek- 
ercijse an absolute jurisdiction over the woi*ks of 
their predecessors. If they had obeyed his com* 
mands in ten years, Justinian would' have been 
satisfied withiheir diligence ; and the rapid com- 
position of the DIGEST or pandects,^ in three 

' nav)utrff4 (general reeeivers) was a common title of the Greek 
nUscellanies, (Plin. Prsfat od Hist. Natur.)- 'The Digta^a of Sesevola, 

Marcellini^ 

D 3 
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CHAP, years, will deserve praise or censure, according to 
*^*^* the merit of the execution. From the library of 
Tribonian, they chose forty, the most eminent 
civilians of former times :< two thousand treatises 
were comprised in an abridgment of fifty books ; 
and it has been carefully recorded, that three 
millions of lines or sentences,' were reduced, in 
this abstract, to the moderate number of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand. The edition of this 
great work was delayed a month after that of the 
INSTITUTES ; and it seemed reasonable that the 
elements should precede the digest of the Roman 
law. As soon as the emperor had approved their 
labours, he ratified, by his legislative power, the 
speculations of these private citizens : their com* 
tnentarieson the twelve tables, the perpetual edict, 
the laws of the people, and the decrees of the se- 
nate, succeeded to the authority of the text ; and 

Marcellinust Celsus, were already familiar to the civilians : hut Jus- 
tinian was in the wrong when he used the two appellations as syno- 
nymous. Is the word Pandetts Greek or Latin<^«4naseuline or fbmi- 
liine ? The 4iHgeQt Brettckroan will not ^^sume to deckle these mo- 
mentous controversies^ iHist. Pan4ect. Florentin. p. 300-^4). 

i Angelus PoHtianus (I. v, Epist. ult.) reckons thirty-seven (p. 19?- 
f 00) civilians quoted in the Pandects— a learned, and, for his times, 
an extraordinary list* The Greek Index to the Pandects enumerates 
thirty-nine ; and forty are produced hy the indefatigable Fabricius, 
(Bibliot. Graec.tom. iii, p. 4S8-^t). Antoninus Augustus (de No* 
minibus ProprUs { Pandit, apud Ludewig» p. 283) is aa^d to have 
added fifty-four names ; but they piust be vague or second-hand re« 
ferences. 

^ The Tinx** of the Ancient MSS; may be strictly defined as sen« 
teiices or periods of a complete sense, which, on the breadth of the 
parchment rolls or volumes, composed as many lines of unequal length. 
The |ii;mber of lErix** ^^ ^^^ ^^^ served as a check on the errors of 
the. scribes, (Ludewig, p. 911-1^1 5» and his original author Suicer. 
^Iies^ur^ Ecdesiast. torn, i, p. 10?l^*1036j. 
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the text was abandoned, as an isseless, though cuaf;. 
venerable, relic of antiquity. The Code, the ,J^1^^ 
. JPandectSt and the Institutes^ were declared to 
l>e the legitimate system of civil jurisprudence ; 
they alone were admitted in the tribunals, and 
they s^one were taught in the academies of 
Home, Constantinople, and Berytus. Joistinian 
^addressed to the senate end provinoes, Ms etemml 
oracles ; and liis pride, under the <mask of fioty, 
ascribed the consummation of this great design to 
the support and inspication of the Deity. 

Since the emperor declined the fame and envy Praist 9xa 

« . ^ , . ^. , . ^ censure of 

ot original composition, we can only require at the code 
his hands, method, d^ce, and fidelity, the hum- J^t^' 
. ble, though indisfiensable, virtues of a compiler. 
Among the various combinattoas o<* ideas, it is 
difficult to ass^n^iy reasonable preference ; but 
as the order of Justinian is different in his three 
works, it is possible that all may be wrong ; and 
it is cestain that two cannot be right. In the 
seleptiou of ancient laws, he seems to have view- 
ed his predecessors without jealousy, and witJi 
equal regard >: the series could not ascend above 
the reign of Hadrian, and the naiTOw distinc- 
tion of paganism and Christianity, introduced 
by the superstition of Theodosius, had been 
abolished by the consent of mankind. But tlie 
jurisprudence of the pandects is circumscribed 
within a period of an hundred years, from the 
perpetual edict to the death of Severus Alex- . 
ander; the civilians who lived under the first 
Caesars, are seldom permitted to speak, and only 
three names can be attributed to the age of th^ 
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c H A r. tepuMic. The favourite of Justinian (it has beeta 
fiercely urged) was fearful of encountetiiig the 
light of freedom and the gfat'ity of Roman sages. 
Tribonian condemned to oblivioQ the gt^iuine 
and native wisdom of Cato, tiie Scasvolas, and 
Sulpicius; while he invoked spirits more con« 
genial to bis own, the Syrians, Greeks, and Afri- 
cans, who flocked to the imperial court te study 
Latin as a foreign tongue, and jurisprudence as a 
Jucrative profession. But the ministerB of Justi- 
nian* were instructed to labour, not for tbf 
curiosity of antiquariansj but for the immediate 
benefit of his subjects. It was their duty to se- 
}ect the useful and practical j^arts of the Roman 
law ; and the writings of the old republicans, 
. however curious or excellent, were no longer suit- 
ed to the new system of mtmners, religion, and 
government Perhaps, if the preceptors and 
friends of Cicero were still alive, oui^ candour 
wouM acknowledge, that, except in purity of lan- 
guage,* their intrinsic merit was excelled by the 
school of Papinian and Ulpian* The science of 
the laws is the slow growth of time and experi- 
ence, and the advantage both of method and ma- 

* An ingenious and learned pratiop of Sc^ultinglus (Jurigpnidentia 
Ante-Justinianea, p. '883-907) .lusti'fies the choice of Tribonian, against 
the passionate charges of Francis Hottoman and his sectaries. 

k Strip away the prust of Tribonisn, and allow fyc the use of techni- 
cal words, and the Latin of the pandects will be found not unworthy 
of the silver age. It has been veheolently attacked by Lfturentius Valla, 
a ^tidious grammarian of the xvth Centuky, and by hit apok^it 
Floridus Sabinus. It ^as been defended by Alciat and a nameless 
IKlvocate, (most probably James Capellus). Their various treatises 
are colleeted by Dttker» (Opascula de Lafoiitate veterum JurlscoDsal- 
tonmiy I«ugd. Bat 17S1, io Itmo^ 
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terials, is isatuiraUy usstiitied by tiie most'^ecoit exAP. 
authors. The; ciyili&tis of the reiga of the 'Amto- J^lf^ 
nines bad studied the works of their pstedeces- 
. SOTS : tlieir plidlosophtc s|»iit btt& mifcigated the 
rigour af atitiquity, data^fied the forms. df{^rct^ 
ceedin^, su»d enoei^ed from the Jealousy jokI pre- 
judioe o( the rival sectJs. The choicsfe of the m- 
thorities that o<Hilpofie tho pandects^ depeodtd 
on the judgment of TiiboniaB : hnit tbe power 
of his sovereign could not sbsolTO him from the 
sacred oUigat^hs of trttth dad fidelity. As th^ 
l^gidlator bf the ^m^e^ Jnstiiliisn imgllt ropdal 
the act& of the Atitoakies, tat oondenio^ aa se& 
tious» the free principles, ^hoich 'irere ttiai^Mwn^ 
by flie last of the Il4mm la^Ters.^ 9nt the 
existemre of past £^ts is placed beyond thk reach 
of despotism; and the emptor was goilty df 
fraud mid forgery, wh^n he 'O^rriipted the inte- 
grity of their text, inscribed with thdr veneriiiie 
names the words and ideas of Uis servile reigiH^ 
md itoppressed, by the band of power, the pure 
and authentic copies of their sentiments. The 
changes and intejpdation^ of Tf iboftian and his 
Colleagues are excused by the pretence of uni- 
formity : but their cm^s have bei^ti kisuftdefit, 

' Notx^nft qiiidem veteribus aervavimus, legiim aiitem veritatefo 
Aostfam fecifniis. Itaque siquid erat hi i|lls aeditloaum, myHlta. autena 
talia e«aht ibi reposita, hoc decisum est et defihitum, et in perspicuum 
9nem deducta^est qnaeque lex, (Cod. Justinian. U U tit. xvii, leg, ^ 
^•. Id). A fraiik ccnfessioii ! 

" The number of these emblemata (a polite i^tme for forg^riea) i» 
ikiuch reduced hy Bjnker^oek, (in the iv last booka of his observa- 
'f loiis). Who poorly maintains the ri^ht of ^u^tiniafi and the doty oC 
^riboBian. 
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CH AF^ and the anfinamte^, or contradictions of the code 
^ ^^^', and pandectSt still exercise the patience and 
XoM Of the subtlety of modem civilians." 
jJJi^l^ A rumolir devoid of evidence has been propa- 
"^^ gated by the enemies of Justinian ; that the Juris- 
prudence of ancient Rome was reduced to ashes 
by the author of the pandects, from the vain per- 
suasion, that it was now either false or superfluous. 
Without usurping an office so invidious, the em- 
peror might safely commit to ignorance and time 
the accomplishment of this destructive wish. 
Before the invention of printing and paper, the 
labotur and the matmals of writing could be pur- 
chased only by the rich ; and it may reascmably be 
computed, that the price of books was an hundred 
foW their present value.° Copies were slowly 
multiplied and cautiously renewed : the hopes of 
profit tempted the sacrilegious scribes to eraze 
the characters of antiquity, andSophocles orTad- 
tus were obliged to resign the parchment to mis- 
aals»homilies,and the golden legend.^ If such was 

» The anim(mie$f •r opposite laws 9f tbe code and p«idecU, 8X 
sometimes the cause, and often the excuse, of the glorious uneertaintr 
of the civil law, wfaick so often affords what Montaigne calls •• Ques- 
•* tions pour I'AmL" See a fine passage of I^ntnciscutf Balduinus n 
Justinian, (L ii» p. 250, Ac. apud Ludewig, p. 305, d06> 

* When Fust, or Faustus, sold at Paris his first printed bibles as 
manuscripts, the price of a parchment copy was reduced from four 
er five hundred to sixty, fifty, and forty crowns. The public was at 
first pleased with the cheapness, and at length provoked by the dis- 
covery of the fraud, (Mattaire, AnnaL Typograph. torn* i, p. i^; 
first edition). 

P This execrable practice prevailed from the viiith, and more e- 
specially fVom the xiith, century, when it became almost universal, 
iMontfaucon, in the Memoires de TAcademie, torn, vi, p. 606j &^ 
nbUotb^ue RaisoiiB^ de la Diplonuli^ue, Unn. i> p. 176). 
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the fate of the most beautiful compositions of g6- chap, 
nius, what stability could !>e expected for the dull ^^*'^* 
and barren works of an obsolete science ? The 
books of jurisprudence were interesting to few, 
and entertaining to none ; their value was con- 
nected witli present use, and they sunk for ever 
as soon as that use was superseded by the innova- 
tions of fashion, superior merit, or public author^ 
ity. In the age of peace and learning, between 
Cicero and the last of the Antonines, many losses 
had been already sustained, and some luminaries 
of the school, or forum, were known only to the 
curious by tradition and report- Three hundred 
and sixty years of disorder and decay accelerated 
the progress of oblivion ; and it may fairly be pre- 
sunied, that of the writings, which Justinian is 
accused of neglecting, many were no longer to 
be found in the libraries of the East.** The co- 
pies of Papinian or Ulpian, which the reformer 
had proscribed, were deemed unworthy of future 
notice ; the twelves tables and pretoriah edict in- 
sensibly vanished, and the moimments of ancient 



« Pomiwmws (Pandect. 1. U tit, ii, leg. t) observes, that of the three 
founders of the civil law, Muciut, Brutus, and Maniliust extant 
volumina, scripta Manilii monumenta ; that of some old republican 
lawyers, hacc versantur eorum scripta inter manus hominum. Eight 
of the AugUHtan sages were reduced to a compendium : of Cascellius, 
ccripta non extant sed unus liber, &c. : of Trebatius, minus, frequen- 
tantur ; of Tubero, libri parum grati sunt. Many quotations in the 
pandects are derived from books which Tribonian never saw ; and. 
fa the long period from the viith to the xiiith century of Rome, the<^ 
fartnt reading of the moderns successively depends on the kaowlcdi^ 
Md veracity of their predecessors. 



xuv. 



4^ THK* DSCUNA AND f ALlr 

CHAP. Rome were neglected or destroyed by the cnvj 
and i^orance of the Greeks. Even the pandects 
themselves have escaped with difficulty and dan- 
ger from the comlncMi shipwreck,and criticism has 
pronounced^ that (dl the editions and manuscripts 
of the West are derived from one original/ It was 
transcribed at Constantinople in the beginning 
of the seventh century/ was successively trans- 
ported by the accidents of war and commerce te 
Amalphly^ Pisa/ and Florence,'' and is noisr 

* Ali, Sn several instances* repeat the ertdra of the scribe and the 
. traaspOfiitiont of soitie leaves in the Florenthie pandects. Thi* faet, 

if it be triie, is decisive. Yet the pandecta are quoted by tra o( 
Cbartres, (who died in 1117); by Theobald, archbishop of Ganter- 
hwry, atid by Vacarlos, bar first professor, ib the 'year 1140, (Selden 
ad Fletasi, e. t, torn, ii, p. lOSOulOSd). Have dUr Brttiafi MS5. d 
the pandects been collated ? 

' See the description of this ori^nal in Brenckman, (Hist. Pandect. 
4Piorent. I. If c. % 3, p. 4^17, and 1. ii). i>oIitian, an eftthnaiaat, re- 
vered it as the authentic standard of Justinfin hiihself, (p. 407» 406); 
but this paradox is refuted by the abbreviations of th% Fiarentine MS. 
(l.ii^ c. 3, p. 117-180). It is composed of tv^o quarto volumes witk 
large margins, ofk a thin paicHment, and thfr Latin ehaincters betray 
the hand of a Greek scribe^ 

* Brenckman, at the end o^ his histoi'y, has inserted two dissert- 
ations on the f«pubfic of Araalphi, and the Ptsan war in the year 
1135, &c 

" The discovery of the pandects at Amalphi (A. D. 1137) is 6r8t 
noticed (in 1501) by Ludovicus Bologninus, (Brenckman, 1. i, c. 11, 
p. 73, 74 ; 1. iv, c. t, p. 417-425), on the faith of a Pisan chronicle, 
(p. 409, 410), without a name or a date. The whole story, though 
unknown to the xiith century, embellished by ignorant ages, and sus* 
p^cted by rigid tfiticism, is not, however, destitute of much ititernal 
probability, (1. i, c. 4-8, p. 17-50). The Lil>er Pandectarum of Piia 
was undoubtedly consulted in the xivth century by the great Barto- 
tus, (p. 406, 407. See 1. i, c. 9, p. 50-62). 

» Pito was taken by the Florentines in the year 1406; and in 14J1 
the pandects were transported to the capital. These events are au- 
thentic and famous 
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<|epo^it^d as a sacred relic' in the ancient palace ghap. 
i}{ the republic' ^klw. 

It is the first care of a reformer to prerent l^ in- 
a»y future reformation. To maintain the text ""^^l^^^ 
of the pandects, the institutes, and the code, the "»». 
use t)f ciphers and abbreviations was rigorously 
proscribed; and as Justinian recollected, that 
the perpetual edict had been buried under the 
weight of commentators, he denounced the pu-» 
nis)9anent of forgery against the rash civilians 
who should presume to interpret or pervert the 
will of theif sovereign. The scholars of Accor- 
sius» of Bartolus, of Ciyacius, should blush for 
their accumulated guilt, imless they dare to dis<^ 
pute his. right o^ binding the authority of his 
successors, and the native freedom of the mind. 
But the emperor was unable to fix his own in- 
constancy ; and, while he boasted of iwnewing 
the exdiange of Diomede, of transmuting brass 
into gold,"" he discovered the necessity of purify- 
ing his gold from the mixture of baser aJloy. 

' They were new bound in purple, deposited !■ a rich casket, 
and shewn to curious travellers by the monks and magistrates bare^. 
headed, and with lighted tapers, (Brenckman, 1. i, 9. lOt II9 \%y 
p. 62-93). 

* After the collations of Politian, ^ologmaus, and Antoninus 
Augustinus, and the splendid edition of the })andects by Taurellus. 
(in 1551), Henry Brenckman, a Dutchman, undertook a pilgrlmaga 
to Flotenee, where he employed several years in the study of a single 
manuscript^ HA Historia Pandoctamm Klore|(iti»orum, (iftseckt* 
17^ in 44o)» though a monument of indastky^ is a small portien ti 
Ms original design. 

* Xftttut ;^a;uts44Kv, \iMTtf^ cMrf4tjS0<w«H apud Homflrmn pateem op« • 
nis victutis, (1st Praefat. ad Pandect.). A lint of MUton or Taaay 
would surprise us in an act of parliament. Quaff omnia obtfaierc kan- 
cimus.in omne svum. Of the first eode» he aay«, (Sd Pr«&t«>» in 
teternum valiturum. M»n and for ever \ 
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CHAT. Six years had not elapsed from the publicittioit 
of the code, before he condemned the imperfect 



Second attempt, by a new and more accurate edition of 
the^^ the same work, which he enriched with two 
VQf.'u* hundred of his own laws, and fifty decisions of 
the darkest and most intricate points of Jurispru- 
dence. Every year, or, according to Procopius, 
each day, of his long reign, was marked by some 
legal innovation. Alany of his acts were rescind- 
ed by himself; many were rejected by liis suc- 
' cessors, many have been obliterated by time ; but 
the number of sixteen edicts, and one hundred 
*"» no- and sixty^eight novels,^ has been admitted into 
A. D. £34- the authentic body of the civil jurisprudence. 
^^ In the opinion of a philosopher superior to the 
prejudices of his profession, these incessant^ and 
for the most part trifling, alterations, can be only 
exjdained by the venal spirit of a prince, who 
sold without shame his judgments and his laws«' 
The charge of the secret historian is indeed ex- 
plicit and vehement ; but the sole instance, which 
he produces, may be ascribed to the devotion as 
well as to the avarice of Justinian. A wealthy 
bigot had bequeathed his inheritance to the church 
of Emesa; and its value was enhanced by the 
dej^terity of an artist, Who subscribed confessions 

^ Novellte is a classic adjective, but a batbarons substantive, (Lu« 
dewig, p. 245). Justinian never collected them himself: the nine 
collations, the legal standard of modern tribunaJ;?, consists ot ninety- 
eight novels ; but the number was increased by the diligence of 
JuUan, Haloander, and Contins* (Ludewig» p. 249, 25S* Aleman. 
Not* in Anecdot..p. 9S). 

* Montesquieu, Considerations sur la .Grandeur et la Decadence 
des ^oniains, c. 20, torn, iii, p. 501, in 4to. On this occasign- be 
throws aside the gown and cap of a President Mertier. 
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of debt and promises of p^iyment with the natnes Chap. 
of the richest Syrians* They pleaded the esta- J^!^^ 
blished prescriptioi^ of thirty or forty years ; but 
their defence was over-ruled by a retrospective 
edict, which extended the claims of the church 
to the term of a century; an edict so pregnant 
with injustice and disorder, that after serving 
this occasional purpose, it was prudently abolish- 
ed in the same reign/ If candour will acquit 
the emperor himself, and transfer the corruption 
to his wife and favourites, the suspicion of so foul 
a vice must still degrade the m^esty of his laws : 
and the advocates of Justinian may acknowledge, 
that such levity, whatsoever be the motive, is 
unworthy of a legislator and a man. 

Monarchs seldom condescend to become the '^^ »»«*- - 
preceptors of their subjects ; and some praise is a. d! 583» 
due to Justinian, by whose command an ample ^^^' **' 
system was reduced to a short and elementary 
treatise. Among the various institutes of the 
Roman law,' those of Caius' were the most po- 
pular in the East and West; and their use may 

^ Procopiusi Aftecdot. e. 2Si. A similar privilege was granted to 
the church of Rome, (Novel, ix). For the general repeal of these 
mischievous indulgences, see NoveL cxi, and Edict, v. 

* Lactantius, tn bis Institutes of Chrtstianitj, an elegant and spe- 
cious work, proposes to imitate the title and method of the dvilians. 
Quidam prudentes et arbitri squitatis Institutiones Civilis Juris oomr 
positas ediderunt, (Institut. Divin. 1. i, c. 1). Such as Ulpian» Paul* 
Florentinus, Marcian^ 

* The emperor Justinian calls him tuuMt though he died before the 
end of the second century. His Institutes are quoted bj Servius, Boe- 
thius, Priscian, &c. and the Epitome by Arrian is still extant; (see 
the Prolegomena and Notets to the edition of ScKulting, in the Juris- 
prudentia Ante-Justinianea, Ludg. Bat. 1717 ; Heineccius, Hist. J. R* 
N». 313 ; Lndewig. ip Vit. Just. p. 19^. 
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QHAP, b^^i^idercdai^w evidence oC their merit. Iliey 
^^>^U weresel^ctedUytbeiniperiftlclelegetcSiTriboiJian, 
Tbec^Uw, nM Qorotheus : £w^ tke freedom and 
parity of tlie A^tonine^ waf inerusted witb the 
coitf8#r mataH^^s of 9 degenerate age. The same 
volume wbicb introduced the youth of Rome^ 
Con^taiitiQO|^e,aiidBerytua»to the gradual study i 
of the code and pandects* is still precious to the 
histori^t the phitosc^her, and the siagistrate. 
The iNSTiTirrHs of Jpstinian are (Hvidbed into 
four books ; tbey ppoeeed* with no oiH^temptible 
metl»>dj froin, I. Persons^ to II, Things, and 
from things, to IH. Actiom ; and the article IV. 
of Private Wrongs, i^ terminated by the princir- 
ples of Criminal Jmw^ 
1. Of I, xho distinctioa of ranjks and pers<m$, is 

Frmaw the firmest ba«is of a mixed and limited goYem- 
and riaves, ^^^^^ ^^ Franco, the KTm\n$ of liberty are 
kept alive by the spirit, the honours, and even 
the prejudicesp ci fifty thousand nobles.*^ Two 
hundred families supply, in lineal descent, the 
second branch of the English legislatuie, which 
maintains, between the king and commons, 
the balance of the constitution. A gradation 
of patricians and plebeians, of strangers and 
sjubjects, ba£i suppcH^ted the aristocracy of Ge- 
noa, Venice, and ancient Rome. The perfect 
equality of men is the point in which the ex- 

» See the Xnnales Politiquetde I'Al^b^ de St. Piorre, torn, i, p. 2^, 
who dates in the year 1735. The mott ancient families claim the 
immemorial possession of anns and fiefs. Since the crusadesi some, 
the most truly respectable, have been created by the king, for merif 
and setvices. The recent and vulgar crowd is derived fVom^thc mul- 
titude of venal offices without tnist or dignity, wbicb continually eon 
liable the wealthy plebeians. 
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Iremes of democracy and despotism are confound- char 
ed; since the majesty of the prince or people would ^^'^• 
be offended, if any heads were exalted above the 
level of their fellow-slaves or fellow-citizens. In 
the decline of the Roman empire, the proud dis* 
tinctions of the republic were gradually abolished, 
and the reason or instinct of Justinian complet- 
ed the simple form of an absolute monarchy. 
The emperor could not eradicate the popular re- 
verence which always waits on the possession of 
hereditary wealth, or the memory of famous an* 
cestors. He delighted to honour with titles and 
emoluments, his generals,- magistrates, and senat- 
ors ; and his precarious indulgence communicat- 
ed some rays of their glory to the persons of their 
wives and children. But in the eye of the law, 
all Roman citizens were equal, and all subjects of 
the empire were citizens of Rome. That inestim- 
able character was degraded to an obsolete and 
empty name. The voice of a Roman could no 
longer enact his laws, or create the annual mini- 
sters of his power: his constitutional rights might 
have checked the arbitrary will of a master ; and 
the bold adventurer from Germany or Arabia was 
admitted, with equal fa(vour, to the civil and mili--: 
tary command, which the citizen alone had been 
once entitled to assume over the conquests of his 
fathers. The first Caesars had scrupulously guard- 
ed the distinction of mgenuous^ and servile birth, 
which was decided by the condition of the mother; 
and the candour of the laws was satisfied^ if her 
freedom could be ascertained during a single mo- 
ment between the conception and the delivery- 

VOL* VIII. E 
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CHAP. The slaves, wfao were liberated by a generous 
•^^hl!^ master, imtnediatety entered into tbe middle 
class of liberiines or frcedmen: but they could 
never be enfranchised from the duties of obedi- 
ence and gratitude : whatever were the fruits of 
their industry, their patrcm and his family in- 
herited the third part ; or even the whole of their 
fortune, if they died without children and without 
a testament. Justinian respected the rights of 
patrons ; but his indulgence removed the badge 
of disgrace from the two inferior orders of freed- 
men: whoever ceased to be a slave, obtained, 
without reserve or delay, the station of a citizen; 
and at length the dignity of an ingenuous birth, 
which nature had refused, was created, or sup- 
posed, by the omnipotence of the emperor. What- 
ever restraints of age, or forms, or numbers, had 
been formerly introduced to check the abuse of 
manumissions, and the too rapid increase of vile 
and indigent Romans, he finally abolished ; and 
the spirit of his laws promoted the extinction 
of domestic servitudie. Yet the eastern pro- 
vinces were filled, in the time of Justinian, with 
multitudes of slaves, either born or purchased 
for the use of their masters ; and the price, 
from ten to seventy pieces of gold, was deter- 
mined by their age, their strength, and their 
education.^ But the hardships of this dependent 

^ If the optipn of a OsLte was bequeathed to several legatees, they 
drew lotti and the loMrs were entitled to their share of hia value; 
ten pieces of gold for a common servant or maid under ten yemrs ; if 
above that ^e, twenty; if they knew a trade, thirty; notaries or 
writers, fifty f midwives orphyndafu, sixty ; eunuchs under ten yean, 
thirty pieces; above, fifty; if tradesmen, seventy, (Cod. I. vi, tit. 
xliii, leg. 3). These legal prices are generally below those of the 
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State were continually diminished by the influ- chap. 
ence of government and religion ; and th^ pride ,^1^^^ 
of a subject was no longer elated by his absolute 
dominion over the life and happiness of his 
bondsman.* 

The law of nature instructs most animals to Fathers 
cherish and educate their infant progeny.. The ren. 
law of reason inculcates to the human species the 
returns of filial piety. But the exclusive, absolute, 
and perpetual dominion of the father over his 
children, is peculiar to the Roman jurispru- 
dence,^ and seems to be coeval with the founda- 
tion of the city.' The paternal power was in- 
stituted or confirmed by Romulus himself; and 
after* the practice of three centuries, it was in- 
scribed on the fourth table of the decemvirs. In 
the forum, the senate, or the camp, the adiilt son 

' Far the state of slaves and freedmen» see. Institutes. I. i, tit. iii- 
viii ; 1. ii, tit. ix ; 1. iii, tit. viii, ix : Pandects or Digest, 1. i, tit. v» 
vi ; i. xxzviii, tit. i-iv, and the whole of the xlth book i Code» 1. Ti» 
tit. iv, V ; 1. vii» tit. i-xxlii. Be it henceforwards understood that, 
with the original text of the Institutes and Pandects, the correspondent 
articles in the Antiquities and Elements of Heinecclus are implicitly- 
quoted 4. and With the xxvii first books of the Pandects, the learned 
and rational Commentaries of Gerard Noodt, (Opera, torn, ii, p, 1^90, 
the end ; Lugd. Bat. 1|24). 

^ See thepatria potestas in the Institutes, (1. i, tit. ix), the Pandects, 
(1. i, tit. vi, vi!), and the Code, (1. viii, tit. xlvii, xlviii, xlix). Jus 
potestatis quod in liberos habemus proprium est civium Romanorum. 
Null! enim alii sunt homines, qui talem in liberps hifbeant potestatem 
qualem nos habemus. 

' Dionysius Hal. 1. ii, p. 94, 95. Gravina (Opp. p. 286) produces 
the words of the xli tables. Papinian (in CoUatione Legum Roman, 
et Mosaicarum, tit. iv, p. 204) styles this, patria potestas, lex regia : 
Cfl{4an (ad Sabin. 1. xxvi, in Pandect. 1. i, tit. vi, leg. 8) says, jus po* 
testatis moribus receptum ; and furiosus fUium in potestate habebit. 
How sacred^^or rather, how absurd ! 

B 2 
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CHAP, of a Roman citizen enjoyed the public and private 
J^^^ rights of u person : in his father's house, he was 
a mere thing; confounded by the laws with 
the moveables, the cattle, and the slaves, whom 
the capricious master might alienate or destroy 
without being responsible to any earthly tribunal. 
The hand which bestowed the daily sustenance 
might resume the voluntary gift, and whatever 
was acquired by the labour or fortune of the 
son, was immediately lost in the pr<^rty <^ 
the father. His stolen goods (his ox^ or his 
children) might be recovered by the same action 
of theft ;™ and if either had been guilty of a 
trespass, it was in his own option to compensate 
the damage, or resign to the injured party^ the 
obnoxious animal. At the call of indigence or 
avarice, the master of a family could dispose of 
bis children or his slaves. But the condition 
i)f the slave was far more advantageous, since 
be regained by the first manumission his alienat- 
ed freedom : the son was again restored to his 
unnatural father ; he might be condemned to 
lervitude a second and a third time, and it was 
not till after the third sale and deliverance,'' 
that he was enfranchised from the domestic 
power which had been so repeatedly abused. 
According to bis discretion, a father might chas- 
tise the real or imaginary faults of his childrai, by 
stripes, by imprisonment, by exile, by sending 

*> Pandect. 1. x\v\U tit. ii, teg. 14, N*. 13 { leg. 3S, N*. 1. Such 
WM the decision of Ulpian and Paul, 

■* The trina mancipatio is most clearly defined by UIpian» (Prag- 
ment. x, p. 591, 592» edit. Schulting); aad best iUustrated in the 
Antiquities of Hei^eccist. 
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tbem to the country to wor^ in chains among the chap. 
meanest of his servants. The majesty of a pa- ^^^^ 
rent was armed with the power of life and death;** 
and the examples of such bloody executions^ 
which were sometimes praised and never punish* 
edy may be traced in the annals of Rome, beyond 
the times of Pompey and Augustus. Neither 
age, nor rank, nor the consular office, nor the 
honours of a triumph, could exempt the most il- 
lustrious citizen from the bonds of filial subjec- 
tion :^ his own descendants were included in the 
family of their common ancestor ; and the claims 
of adoption were not less sacred or less rigorous 
than those of nature. Without fear, though not 
without danger of abuse, the Roman legislators 
had reposed an unbounded confidence in the sen- 
timoits of paternal love ; and the oppression was 
teitipered by the assurance, that each genera- 
tion must succeed in its turn to the awful dig- 
nity of parent and master. 

The first limitation of patomal power is ascrib- Linuta^ 
ed to the justice and humanity of Numa: and the paiennA 

authority. 



* By JoscfBisB, the oid lav^ tbe jus necis of llie Bolmi firt!icr, 
Onstshrt. 1. tr, tit iz, N*. 7), is reported aad repitafcd. Sonelqiid 
wst^n ave ieft in tbe rudects 0. zifii, tit. zxiz. 1^ 3, N*. 4) and 
tbcCoBatio L^ob Ifum am m um ct M i M i u mum , (tlL ii, N*. 3, p. 
ISPV 

to paHirig loci* Mtpce mmmfbu ^ atqaractioBBina pntnaoip jura con 
qol la mof^atraA anit, poCcstatibnv ooIZafta &Btriq;ue9CCfe 
ct CBMHif g i e , Jte. CAvL GeOiBs, N«cta Attiesr, »« 2V 
TbelaHiwafthepbabao|*crT«imv wwe jnstified by tbe eld aad 
■w i aa i al i ir gawple «r FaMas; and we lasy caniBavpicte the aane 
r in tbe atyle of Uvy (yxiv^ 44) mid tbe bi»elj idkn of Gbadiaa 
V tbe anraSrtw 

as 
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CHAP, maid, who, with his father's consent, had espous- 
««««^J%% ed a freeman, was protected from the disgrace of 
becoming the wife of a slave. In the first a^es, 
when the city was pressed, and often famished 
by her Latin and Tuscan neighbours, the sale of 
children might be a frequent practice ; but as a 
Roman could not legally purchase the liberty of 
his fellow-citizen, the market must gradually fail, 
and the trade would be destroyed by the conquests 
of the republic. An imperfect right of property 
was at length communicated to sons ; and the 
threefold distinction of prof editions ^ adventitious, 
sxiA professional was ascertained by the jurispru- 
dence of the code and pandects.'^ Of all that 
proceeded from tlie father, he imparted only the 
use, and reserved the absolute dominion ; yet if 
his goods were sold, the filial portion was ex- 
cepted, by a favourable interpretation, from the 
demands of the creditors. In whatever accrued 
by marriage, gift, or collateral succession, the 
property was secured to the son ; but the father, 
unless he had been specially excluded, enjoyed the 
usufruct during his lifq. As a just and prudjent 
reward of military virtue, the spoils of the enemy 
were acquired, possessed, and bequeathed by the 
soldier alone ; and the fair analogy was extended 
to the emoluments of any liberal profession, the 
salary of public service, and the sacred liberality of 
the emperor or the empress. The life of a citizen 

^ See the gradual enlargement and security of the filial ftcvUum in 

tiie Institutes, (I* iif tit. is) ; the Pandects, (L xt, tit. i ; I. xll, tit. i), 

. and the Code, (I. iv, tit. xxvi, xxvii). « .' 
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was less exposed than his fortune to the abuse of «c h a p. 
paternal power. Yet his life might be adverse to Ji^X^^ 
the interest or passions of an unworthy father : 
the same 9rimes that flowed from the corrup- 
tion, were more sensibly felt by the humanity, 
of the Augustan age ; and the cruel Erixo, who 
-whipt his son till he expired, was saved by the 
emperor from the just fury of the multitude/ 
The Roman father, from the license of servile 
dominion, was reduced to the gravity and mo- 
deration of a judge. The presence and opinion 
of Augustus confii:med the sentence of exile 
pronounced against an intentional parricide by 
the domestic tribunal of Arius. Hadrian trans- 
ported to an island the jealous parent, who, like 
a robber, had seized the opportunity of hunt- 
ing, to assassinate a youth, the incestuous 
lover of his stepmother/ A private jurisdiction 
is repugpant to the spirit of monarchy ; the pa- 
rent was again reduced from a judge to an ac* 
cuser ; and the magistrates were enjoined by Se- 
verus Alexander to hear his complaints and exe- 
cute his sentence. He could no longer take the 
lifeof a son without incurring theguiltand punish- 
ment of murder ; and the pains of parricide, from 
which he had been excepted by the Pompeian 
law, were finally inflicted by the justice of Con- 

' The examples of Erixo and Arius a^ related by Seneca, <de 
Clementia» I, 14, 15). the former witb horror, the latter with ^- 
pUiuse. 

» Qudd latronia magis quam patris jure eum interfecit, nam palrig 
pottstaa in pieute debet non in atrociute c^nsiatere. (Mardan, Insti- 
tut. 1. xiT. in Pandect. 1. jlvisi, tit. ix, le|^ S), 



XLIV. 
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CHAP, stantine.^ The same prat^ion was due to 
every period of existence ; and reason must ap- 
plaud the humanity of Paulus, for imputing^ the 
crime of murder to the father, who strangles, or 
starves, or abandons his new-bom infant ; or 
exposes him in a public place to find the mercj 
which he himself had denied. But the expos- 
ition of children was the prevailing and stubborn 
vice of antiquity : it was sometimes prescribed, 
often permitted, almost always practised with 
impunity, by the nations who never entertained 
the Romans ideas of paternal power,; aad the 
dramatic poets, who appeal to the human heart, 
represent with indifference a popular custom 
which was palliated by the motives of economy 
and compassion." If the father could subdue 
his own feelings, he might escape, though not 
the censure, at least the chastisement of the laws; 
and the Roman empire was stained with the Mood 
of infants, tiH such murders were included, by 
Valentinian and his colleagues, in the letter and 
spirit of the Cornelian law. The lessons of juris- 

^ The Pompeian and CM-nellan laws de tkariu and parncidUj are 
repeated, or rather abridged, with the last supplements of Alexander 
Severos, Constantine, and Valentinian, in the Pandects (1. xlviii, 
tit. vui, iz), and Code, (1. ix, tit. zvj, xvii). See likewise the Thco- 
dosian Code, (1. ix, tit. xiv, xv), with Godefroj's Commentary, (torn, 
iii, p. 84-113), who pours a flood of ancient and modern learning 
over these penal laws. 

• When the Chremes of Terence reproaches his wife fornot obeying 
his orders and expostfig their infant, he speaks like a fktfaer and g 
master, and silences the scruples of a foolish womaQ. See Apuleius, 
-(Metamorphi L z, p. 337, edit* Delpliin.). 
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prudence^ and Christianity had been insufficient chap. 
to eradicate this inhuman practice, till their gen- ^^^^}^[ 
tie influence was fortified by the terrors of capi- 
tal punishment.^ 

Experience has proved, that sarages are the ^^J?**** 
tyrants of the female sex, and that the condition 
of women is usually softened by the refinements 
of social life. In the hope of a robust progeny, 
Lycurgus had delayed the season of marriage ; 
it was fixed by Numa at the tender age of 
twelve years, that the Roman husband might e- 
ducate to his will a pure and obedient virgin** 
According to the custom of antiquity, he bought ''*« *^'- 
his bride of her parents, and she fulfilled the co- of'^. 
emption, by purchasing, with three pieces of "^^ 
copper, a just introduction to his house and 
household-deities. A sacrifice of fruits was of* 
fered by the pontiff^an the presence of ten wit- 
nesses ; the contracting parties were seated on 

* The oiiinion of the lawyers, and the discretion of the magis* 
trates, had Introduced in the time of Tacitus some legal restraints^ 
which might support his contrast of the boni mores of the Germans 
to the bona leges alibi— -that is to say, at Rome, (de Moribus Ger« 
manorum, c. 19). Tertulian (ad Nationes, 1. i, c. 15) refutes hig 
own charges and those of his hi^thren, against the heathen jurispru* 
dence. 

' The wise and humane sentence of the civilian Paul, (!• ii> Sen- 
tentiarum in Pandect. 1. xxv, tit. iii, leg. 4), is represented as a mere 
moral precept by Gerard Noodt, (0pp. torn, 1, in Julius PauUus, p. 
56T-588, and Arnica Responslo, p. 591-^6), whe maintains the o» 
pinion of Justus Lipsius, (Opp. torn, ii, p. 409, ad Belgas, cent, u 
epist. 85), and as a positive binding law by Bynkershoek, (de Jureoc* 
cidendi Liberos, Opp. torn, i, p. 318-340. Curae Secunds, p. 3^1-« 
**7). In a learned but angry controversy the two friends deviated 
into the opposite extremes. 

* Dionys. Hal. I. ii, p. 92, 9S. Plutarch, in Numa, p. 140, 141. 
T« fmfim »M r« «#«f Mm$mf99 juu miitrn tin rat y»ft9vrt ytn^^Ku 
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CHAP, the same sheepskin.; they tasted a salt cake oi 
3CLIV. ^ Qj. j.jgg. ^jjj ^jjjg confarreationy^ which de- 

noted the ancient food of Italy, served as an 
emblem of their mystic union of mind and body. 
But this union on the side of the woman was 
rigorous and unequal; and she renounced the 
name and worship of her father's house, to em- 
brace a new servitude decorated only by the title 
of adoption. A fiction of the law, neither ra- 
tional nor elegant, bestowed on the mother of a 
family^ (her proper appellation) the strangle cha- 
racters of sister to her own children, and of 
daughter to her husband or master, who was in- 
. vested with the plenitude of paternal power. 
By his judgment or caprice her behaviour was 
approved, or censured, or chastised; he exercised 
the jurisdiction of life and death ; and it was al- 
lowed, that in the cases of adultery or druRken- 
ness,"" the sentence might be properly inflicted. 
She acquired and inherited for the sole profit of 
her lord ; and so clearly was woman defined* not 
as a person^ but as a thingy that if the original 
title were deficient, she might be claimed, like 
other moveables, by the use and possession of an 

. * Among the winter jfrumente, the triUcum^ or bearded wheat ; the 
»Ug09 or the unbearded ; the far^ adorea, oryzut whose description 
perfectly tallies with the rice of Spain and Italy. I adopt this iden* 
tity on the credit of M. Paucton in his useful and laborious Metrolo- 
gie, (p. 517-529). 

*» Aulus Gellius (Noctes Atticae, xviii, 6) gives a ridiculous de6ni- 
|ion of iEIius Melissus, Matrona, quae semel, materfamiliaa quae sc* 
pius peperit, as porcetra and scropha in the sow kind. He then adds 
the genuine meaning, quae in matrimonium vel in manum convenerat 

* It was enough to have tasted wine, or to have stolen the key of 
the cellar, (Plin. Hist. Nat xiv, 14). 
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entire year. The inclination of the Roman hus- chap. 
band discharged or withheld the conjuffal debt, ^^^^' 
SO scrupulously exacted by the Athenian and 
Jewish laws;** but as polygamy was unknown, 
he could never admit to his bed a fairer or more 
favoured partner. 

After the Punic triumphs, the matrons of freedom 
"Roine aspired to the common benefits of a free trimoniai* 
and opulent republic : their wishes were grati- <^^"*"**- 
fied by the indulgence of fathers and lovers, and 
their ambition was unsuccessfully resisted by 
the gravity of Cato the Censor.* They declin- 
ed the solemnities of the old nuptials, defeated 
the annual prescription by an absence of three 
days, and, without losing their name or inde- 
pendence, subscribed the liberal and definite 
terms of a marriage-contract. Of their private 
fortunes, they communicated the use, and se- 
cured the property ; the estates of a wife could 
neither be alienated nor mortgaged by a prodigal 
husband ; their mutual gifts were prohibited by 
the jealousy of the laws ; and the misconduct of 

' Solon requires three paymenta per month. By the Misna, a 
daily debt was imposed on an idle* vigorous* young husband; twice 
a week on a citizen ; once on a peasant ; once in thirty days on a 
camel-driver ; once in six months on a seaman. But the student or 
doctor was free from tribute ; and i>o wife, if she received a weekfy 
sustenance, could sue for a divorce : for one week a vow of- abstin- 
ence was allowed. Polygamy divided, without multiplying, the du- 
ties of the husband, (Selden, Uxor. Ebraica, 1. iii, c. 6, in his works, 
VOL ii, p. 717-720). 

* On the Oppian law we may hear the mitigating speech of Va- 
leriut Flaceus, and the severe censorial oration of the elder Cato, 
(Liv. zxziv, 1-8). But we shall rather hear the polished historian 
of the eighth, than the rough orators of the sixth, century of Rome, 
''he principles, and even the style, of Cato are more accurately pre- 
served by Aulut Gelliui) (x, S3). 
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dfAP. eithar party m^t affcH^, under anoth^ nane, 
"^^' a future subject «br an action of theft- To this 
loose and voluntary ccwipact, religious and civil 
rites were no loDger essential; and, between per* 
sonn of a similar rank, tbe apparent ccHnmunity oi 
life was allowed as sufficient evidence of their 
nuptials. The dignity of marriage was restored 
by the Christians, who derived all sfNeritual grace 
firom ^e jNrayers of the faithful and the bene^ 
diction of the priest or bishop. The origin, va- 
lidity, and duties of the holy institution, were 
r^ulated by the tradition of the syns^pogoe, the 
precepts (rf* the gospel, and the canons ci general 
or provincial synods;^ and the consdenire of 
the Cluristians was awed by the decrees and cen- 
sures of their ecclesiastical rulers. Yet the ma- 
gistrates o€ Jtistiman were not subject to the au- 
thority of the church : the emperor ccmsolted 
the unbdiieving civilians of antiquity, and the 
choice o£ matrin^onial laws in the code and pan* 
dects, is directed by the earthly motives q€ jus- 
tice, policy, and the natural freedom of both 
sexes."^ 
^^^ Besides theagreementof the parties, theessence 
^£Toree. ofcv^ry rational Contract, theRoQian marriage re- 

' For tbe sjstem of Jemsii and catholic matntnaajp see Sdhkn* 
(Uxor Ebraiea, Opp^ Yof. ti» p. 629-869^; IgngtiBm, (Cfanstisa An- 
fiqiiicfesy U xxii), and Cbardon, (Hist, des SacnDnens^ toBL. :«i>i. 

* The ctvS iawa of msrviage are exposed in the InstitoCcs^ 0* i» tft. 
z) ; tbe Pandectss ih xxm, xxnr» xxv>. aad tbe Code, (E. t>$ hat as 
the title de ritft naptianmi is ^et imperlect* we are ablTged t» t ap i mtr 
the fragBsenta of lltpisB* (tit ix, fir 590^ 59ly^ aod the CoBaliD he>- 
fam MoaaicarmD (tlk. vru P- 190, 7M>, with tbe Notes of ViOm&B 
and SehnXtii^. They ftml, in tbe CosfiBienlarj of S^rwiug, ipa the 
Ist Georgjfc and the 4tb MntiO), two cmiociar ] 
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quired the previous approbation of the parents, chap. 
A father iiik4it be forced by some recent laws to ^'-*^* 
suppij the wants of a mature daughter; but 
even his insanity was not generally allowed to 
supersede tiie necessity of his consent. The 
causes of the dissolution of matrimony have va« 
ried among the Romans;^ but the most solemn 
sacrament^ the confariieation itself, might always 
be done away by rites of a contrary tendency. 
In the first ages, the fiftther of a family mi^t 
sell his children, and his wife was reckoned in 
the number of his children : the domestic judge 
mi^t pronounce the-deiUli of the offender, or 
his la&rcy migbt expel her from his bed and 
house! ; but the slavery of the wretdied female 
was hopeless aiul peipetual, unless he asserted 
for his own conveoaence the manly prarogative of 
divorce. The warniest applause has been lavi^-* 
ed on the virtue of the Romans, who abstained 
from the exerdserfthis tempting privilege above 
five hundred years :^ but the same £sct evinces the 
unequal terms of a connection in which the slave 
was unable to renounce her tyrant, and the tyrant 
was unwii^ng to relinquish his slave. When the 

^ According to Plutarch, <p. 57), Bomuliis aI1ow«4 only three 
grounds of a divorcee-drunkenness, adultery, and false keys. Other- 
wise, the huafaand who abused his supremacy, forfeited half his goods 
to the vife, and half to the goddess Ceres, and offered a sacrifice 
iwith. the remainder ?) to tlie terrestrial deities. Thia strange law 
was eitlMr hnaginary or transient. 

* In the year of Rome $83» Spurias Cajrvillus Ruga rqnidlated « 
fair, a good, but a barren vife, (Dionysius Hal. 1. ii, p. 93. Plutarch 
in Numa, p. 141. Valerius Maximus, 1. ii, c. 1. Aulus Gellius, iv, 
3). . He was questioned by the censors, and hated by the people ; buf 
^Is divorce stood ummpeach^d in lai^* 
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CHAP. Roman matrons became the equal and voluntary 
^^^!1** companions of theirlords,an'ewjuri8prudeiicewas 
introduced, that marriage, like other partnerships, 
might be dissolved by the abdication of one of the 
associates. In three centuries of prosperity and 
corruption, this principlewasenlarged to frequent 
practice and pernicious abuse. Passion, interest, 
or caprice, suggested daily motives for the disso- 
lution of marriage ; a word, a sign, a message, a 
letter, the mandateof a freedman,declared the se- 
paration ; the most tender of human connections 
was degraded to a transient society of profit or 
pleasure. According to the various conditions of 
life, both sexes alternately felt the disgrace and 
injury; an inconstant spouse transferred her 
wealth to a new famfly, abandoning a numerous, 
perhaps a spurious, progeny to the paternal au- 
thority and care of her late husband ; a beautiful 
virgin might be dismissed to the wwld, old, in- 
digent, and friendless ; but the reluctance of the 
Rpmans, when they were pressed to marriage 
by Augustus, sufficiently marks, that the pre- 
vailing institutions were least fayourable to the 
males. A sqpecious theory is confuted by this 
free and perfect experiment, which demonstrates, 
that the liberty of divorce does not contribute to 
happiness and virtue. The facility of separation 
would destroy all mutual confidence, and inflame 
every trifling dispute : the minute difference be- 
tween an husband and a stranger, which might 
so easily be removed, might still more easily be 
forgotten ) and the matron, who in five years can 
submit to the embraces of eight husbands, must 
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cease to reverence the chastity of her 6wn per- chap. 
son.* ^"^- 

Insufficient remedies followed with distant and Limita- 
tardy steps the rapid progress of the evil. The Hhrrt"^^^^ 
ancient worship of the Romans afforded a pecu- divorce. 
liar goddess to hear and reconcile the complaints 
of a married life ; but her epithet of Viriplaca^ 
the appeaser of husbands, too clearly indicates 
on which side submission and repentance were 
always expected. Every act of a citizen was 
subject to the judgment of the censors ; the first 
who used the privilege of divorce assigned, at 
their command, the motives of his conduct;*^ 
and a senator was expelled for dismissing his 
virgin spouse without the knowledge or advice 
of his friends. Whenever an action was institut- 
ed for the recovery of a marriage-portion, the 
pretor, as the guardian of equity, examined the 
cause and the characters, and gently inclined the 
scale in favour of the guiltless and injured party. 
Augustus, who united the powers of both magi- 
strates, adopted theirdifferentmodesof repressing 

^ Sic fiant octo maiiti 

Ouinque per autnmiuw. (Javenal, Satir. vi, 20). 

A rapid 8uccessioii» which may yet be credible, as well as the non 
consulum numero, sed maritorum annos suos computant, of Seneca, 
(de Beneilcils, ill, 16. Jerom saw at Bame a triumphant husband 
bury his twenty-first wife, who had interred twenty-two of his less 
sturdy predecessors, (Opp. torn, i, p. 90, ad Gerontiam). But the 
ten husbands in a month of the poet Martial, is an extravagant hy- 
perbole, 0» vi, epigram 7). 

' Sacellum Viriplacas (Valerius Maximus, L ii, c. 1) in the Palatine 
region appears in the time of Theodosius, in the description of Rome 
by Publius Victor. 

"* Valerius Maximus, 1. ii, c. 9. With some propriety he judges 
divorce more criminal than celibacy : iUo namque. conjugalia sacra 
spreta taatum, hoc etiam injuriose traetata. 
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OHAP. or chastising the license of divorce.'' The ]m^* 
"^"^'^ sence of seven Roman witnesses was required for 
the validity of thb solemn and deliberate act : 
If any adequate provocation had been given by 
the husband, instead of the delay of two years, 
he was compelled to refund immediately^ or in 
the space of six months ; but if he could arraign 
the manners of his wife, her guilt or levity was 
expiated by the loss of the six (m* eiighth part of 
her marriage*portion. The Christian princes 
were the first who specified the just causes of a 
private cUvorce; their institutions, from Constan- 
tine to Justinian, appear to fluctuate between 
the custom of the empire and the wishes of tiie 
churdi,'' and the author of the novels too fre- 
quently reforms the jurisprudence of the code 
and pandects. In the most rigwous laws, a 
wife was condemned to support a gamester, a 
drunkard, or a libertine, unless he were guilty 
of homicide, poison, or sacrilege, in whidi cases 
the marriage, as it should seem, mi^t have been 
dissolved by the hand of the executioner. But 
the sacred right of the husband was invariably 
maintained to deliver his name and family from 
the disgrace of adultery: the list of mortal sins, 
either male or female, was curtailed and enlarged 
by successive regulations, and the obstacles oFin- 
curable impotence, long absence, and monastic 

* See the laws of Augustus and his successors, la Heineecius, ad 
Legem Papiaxn PoppsBatn, c. 19, in Opp. torn, vi, P. i, p. SSS-333. 

* Alls sunt leges Caesarum, alls Cbristi ; aliud Papinianus, aUud 
Paidus notter prccipit, (Jerom* torn, i, p. 19S. Sehlen* Uxor Sbra* 
ka^ I iu, c. 31, p. 847*^53). 
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ttfd&ssioD, viet^iilaMred.tor^esciadtb^ ohap. 

nial obligationi Whoever transgressed the per- ^,S^JL% 
inissbn of tka^ laUr, was m^ect to vaiious and 
iieavy p^aaltiesi The woman was stript of her 
^wealth and ornaments^ withctot excepting tbe 
bodkin of her hair : if the man introduccfd a hew 
bride into his bed^Aiir fortune might be lawfully 
^ized b J the vi^ngeance of his exiled wi&« For^ 
feituw was sometbnes <Jommuted to a fine ; <iie 
fine^KTas ^utaietimcls aggravated by transporta^ 
tion to aa island) Gt imprisonment in a monas^ 
texy : the injured party was released from tb0 
bonds of ma-rliige ; but the offender^ di^ring life 
or a temn of years^ was disabled from the t&pe^ 
tition of ttuptiaAs. The sycoessor of Justinian 
yielded to the pray^s of bis wi^iappy subjects^ 
«nd resteMl the liberty of divorce bf mutual 
consmt! the qii^ilians Were unanunotts^^ the 
theologians were divid^4'i mid the ambiguous 
word> whiish contains the precept of Christ, is 

P The Ipstitutei are silent, but trc may tohsvlt the Codes of th^* 
dosips, (I. ill, tit. xvi, with Godefroj's CommenUry, torn, i, pi. 310-i 
81 5), «nd Jltstinhufry ^Lt, tit. xvli); the Paiidect»r C^ tx\t, tit. 11)^ 
^nd iht Novels, i^i^ cx\ii, txxvik €X|;^if , til)* JustiiiiMi Si«S|uaU 
^d to the last between civil and ecclesiastical I^lvk 

4 In pure Ofeek, wtf^tm is not t common word) not'ttQ the pco^ 
f>er mtMit^ fomkaiion. .|w strictly AppU«d to nwtritnonial sin. In 
a ffgvuratiVe |Mnse, |^w fax*, and to ;»rhat oifencMi may it be extended ^ 
t>id Christ speak the Habbinical or Syrlacr tongue ? Of what origimi 
word ia #i^« the ; translation? How tariously is that Greek word 
trjuialated in the versions ancient and modern I There are two (Mark# 
2, 11 9 Luket zvi, IS) tp on« (MattbaiTy xizt 9) that suoh gtoun^ of* 
diVQCce ifaa not.ezc^ted by Jesua.. Spme ^^ca h«ve presumed 
t^ jthiAkf.by Im ^yasive answer* lia .aT(4d^>^ i^vlqg oflSmce eithi^r 
(o the school of Samnal or to that «f MiU^l* ($al4«n» U;Mr Jilfaicait U 
m, c lMt2, SSi 31). 

VOL. vriL r 
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c HAP. flexible to any mterprdtition that the wisdoiti of 
J^ ^.[. ^ legislator can demand. 

iAc«it,(»ii. > Thefreedomoflovvandniarriagewas restrain^ 
«nd bSl •** among tlie Romans by natural and civil impe* 
tmrda.. diments. An mstinct, almost mnate and- univers- 
al, appatfs^ to prohH»it the incestnM» (commerce' 
of parents^andi^Udren in the infiiiite^ series of 
ascending^ and descending generatioM. Concern* 
ing tiie oUifae and collateral branches, nature 
18 indifferent, reason mute, and cuatomp rarioas 
and arbitrary, ht Egypt, the marriage of hro^ 
thisrs and sisters^^w.aS' admitted without scrupU 
or exception r » Spartan might espouse the 
daugfatar of his fiither, an Athenian that of his 
mother; and the nuptials of im nnek with his 
niece were ^ppkajdeA at Athens as an happy 
anion of the deariest lelations* The profonelaw- 
givers of Rome w^e never tempted by interest 
or superstition to multiply tiie fiH'biddea*d^;vees: 
but they inflexibly condemned the marriage of 
sisters and brothers^ hesitated whether first cou- 
sins should be touched by the same interdict ; 
revered the pa«enlalcbaractwo£ auntis and uocTes, 
and treated ^hhy and ftdoptibn a» & just imita' 
tion of the ties of blood. According tO: the proud 
maxims of the republic^ a; legtf marriage could 
only becoidtractedbyfree citizens; an honourable, 
at least an ingenuous, birth was required for the 

' "" -^e princtpies of «h« Romah jari9pni4«nce are fe^jwaed by Jus* 
tfhkitl, (Ittstitut* 1. i, tit. x) ;' and* the la we alfidT mannera •€ the dJffer- 
^t nations of aiKiquity eoncernliig ^rMddef» degreea, Ac are copi- 
imafy ei^kuned by Dr; Taylor Ih hit filelnenu «f Ciril Law, (p. 108, 
814^339); a work of. amusing, though various,^ reading.; but whict» 
cannot be praifSed for j^ujosophical jgccciaion. 
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l^pouse of a senator : but the blood of kings, could chaf. 
never mingle in legitimate nuptials with the blood _^"^', 
of a Roman ; and the name of Stranger degraded 
Cleopatra and Berenice,* to live the concuhines 
of Mark Antony and Thus.* This appellation, 
indeed so injurious to the majesty, cannot with- 
out indulgence be applied to the manners, of 
these oriental queens. A concubine^ in the strict 
sense of the civilians, was a woman of servile or 
plebeian extraction^ the sole and faithful com- 
panion of a Roman citibsen, who continued in a 
state of celibacy. Her modest station below the 
honours of a wife, above the infamy of a prosti- 
tute, was acknowledged and approved by the 
laws : from the age of Augustus to the tenth 
century, the use of this secondary marriage pre- 
vailed both in the West and East, and the hum- 
ble virtues of a concubine were often preferred 
to the pomp and insolence of a noble matron. 
In this- connection, the two Antonines, the best 
of princes and of men, enjoyed the comforts of 
domestic love; the example was imitated by many 
citizens impatient of celibacy, but regardful of > 
their families. If at anytime they desired to 
legitimate their natural children, the conversion 
was instantly performed by the celebration of 

• When her father Agrippa died, (A. I). 44), Berenice was sixteen 
years of age, (Joseph, torn, i, Antiquit. Judaic. 1. xi^, c 9, p. 952^ 
edit. Havercainp). She was therefore above fifty yearf old wheitTitua 
<A. D. 79) intltus infitam invisit. This date wdM notliave adorned 
the tragedy or pastoral of the tender Racine. 

* The JSgyptia oonjunx of Virgil (iBneld, viii, 688) seems to te 
numbered among the monsters who warred with Mark Antony agaitttt 
Augustus, the senate^ and the gods of Italy. 

p2 
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OHAF. their nuptials with a partner whete fMiitftilfies? 
^iij^^ and fidelity they had ahready tried. By this 
epifehet of nahtral, the oibpring of the coticubiiie 
were distinguidied from the spurioos 4upood of 
ariukery» pcostitution» and incest, to whon Jus- 
tinian r^ctantljr gvanti the necessary alknents 
vef life ; and these natural children alone were 
capable ef succeeding to 9 sixth part, of the in- 
heritance of l&eir reputed father. AocMding 
to the rigour af law, basfiwds were entitled on^ 
to the name and condition of their Bftotiier^from 
whom they might disrive the character of a skve, 
a stra^^r, ora oithsen. The outcasis af everjr 
fhmiiy were adopted without sejuroach as tte 
chil&en of the slate J^ 
!LTi^ Therdation of gaaidiian and ward, or, m Jlo- 
tOMn wo«dSr ^i tutor and pu^Ur wbicfc covers so 
many titFes of the institates a&# pandectV i^of 
a very smipre and uniform nature. Thepca-soD 
and property of an erjdian must always.be trust- 
ed to tiie cuiitody of some discreet friend. If 
the deceased father had not signified Im ehoice, 
the agnai^f or paternal kindred! of the nearest 
degree^ were eompelDed to act as the natural 
guardians : the Athenians were apprehensive of 
exporing the ii^lmt to the power of time most 

* The humble but h^ rigiifs of coneuMiM(» end natural chxiaren; 
are stated in' the Inatitutes, (1^ i,. tit. z) ; the Pandects, (L i, tiu vij) ; 
the Co4kt (1. y, tit. zxt), and the Novels, (Izxiv, Jxxxix). The re- 
searches of Heinaccius and Glannone (ad Ii«egeiti Juliam et Papiam- 
Poppaam, c. iv, p. 164-175 rOpere Postfaume, p. 10S-15S> iOus* 
trate this interesting and domestic 8uT]ject. 

* See the article of guardians and wards in the Institutes, Q»it 
tik. xuUxzvi) f the Pandecta,^iL x»i,.xzTii}r uA the Coda, (L v* tit. 
vivJU«]zx). 



imter^ted in kis death ; but an axiom of Roman 
jurisprudence has pronounced, that the charge 
of tutelage should constantly attend the emolu* 
ment of suecesai«»« M the choice of tiie fiitheiv 
and the line of consanguinity, affosrded no ei&- 
<;ient guardian, the failure was supplied by the 
xiominatiofi of ^ef ^etor of the city, or the pre- 
sident of the province. But the person whom 
thej named to this public office might be legally 
exscused by insanity or blindness, by ignorance 
or mab^i^, by jM^vious enmity or adverse in- 
terest, by the number of children or guar^an- 
ships' with which he was already burdened, and 
by tlieimmunities which were granted to the use- 
ful labours of imtgisferates, lawyers, physicians, 
^nd professol^. Till the iir&nt could speak and 
Hiink, he was represented by the tutor^ wliose 
authority was finalfy determined by the age of 
puberty. Without his c<«sest, bo act of the pu- 
pil could bind himself to his own prejudice, 
though it might oblige others for his personal be- 
nefit. It is needless to observe, that the tutor 
often gaye security, and always rendered an ac- 
count ; and that the want of diligence or integri- 
ty exposed him to a civil and almost criminal 
action for the violation of his sacred trust. The 
age of puberty had been rashly fixed by the civili.* 
ans at fourteen ; but as the faculties of the mind 
ripen more slowly than those of the body, a oif« 
rator was interposed to guard the fortunes of the 
Roman youth from his own inexperience and 
headstrong passions. Such a trustee had been 
first instituted by the pretor, to save a family 

v3 
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CHAP, from the blind bavock of a wo<)igal qr madmaii ; 

XLilV 

^^^t^y^^ and tbe minw was compelled by the laws, to so- 
licit the same protection, to give validity to his 
acts till be accomplished the full period of twen^ 
tj-five y0ars, Wpmen were condemned to the 
perpetual tutelage of parentSyhusbands, or guard- 
ians ; a sex created to please and obey was ne- 
ver supposed to have ^ttaiaed the age of reason 
and experiaice. Such at least was the stem and 
haughty spirit of the ancient law^ which had been 
insensibly mollified before the time of Justinian. 
II. Or II, Xhe original r^t of property oap only be 

Right of justified by the accident or merit of prior occu- 
|w^>p«rty- pancy ; and on this foundation it i3 wisely esta- 
blished by the philosophy of the ciyilians/ The 
savage who hollows a tree, inserts a sharp stone 
into ^ lyooden h^nc^e^ or applies 9 string to an 
elastic branch, heconies in a state of nature the 
just proprietor of the canoe, the bow, or the 
hatchet The materialsi were common to all ; 
the new form, the produce of his time and sim-^ 
^le industry/ belongs solely to hiinself. His 
hungry brethren cannot, without a sense of their 
own injustices^ extort from the hunter the game 
of the fprest overtaken or sl£^n by his personal 
strength and dexterity, If his provident care pre-r 
serves and multiplies the tame animals, whose 
nature is tractable to the arts of education, he 
a(!quires a perpetual title to the use and service 
of their numerous progeny, which derives its exr 

y. Institut. 1. ii, tit. i, ii. Compare the pure ^nd precise reason- 
ing of Cuius and Heineccius (L ii, tit. i, p. 69^91) with the loose pro* 
lixity of Theophilus, (p. 207-265). The opinions of Ulpian are pre- 
served m the Pandects, (1. i^ tit. ?lij, leg. 41, N*. ly 
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isteiMe from hka alone; If he incloses and oA* chap. 
tivates a field for their, sustenance and his own, a ^^^^ 
barren waste is converted into a fertile soil ; the 
seed» the manure, the labour, create anew T^liie,. 
and the rewards of harvest are painfully earned 
by the fatigues of the revokiiig year. Ip tile sue-: 
tiessiverstaies of societf, the huater, the shep-» 
herd, the husbandman,^ m«y defend thetr posses- , 
sioixs by two reasonls wbich fordbly appeal to tha: 
feelingsof tlie.huinaBaiHnd,«^that whatever they; 
eojoy is tte^ fruit of theic owin indu^Ury^ and) 
that ^very. man who envies. their felicity* m^yi 
purchase/sinular acquiskioBs.by the. exercise o£ 
similar diligence. Such, 'im tmih^ may be th^ 
freedom. a«d plenty of. a small colony cast On a. 
fruitful isliuid. £at the colony multiplies, JirhU^ 
the ^pace ^H continues the satne : the pomu^oxij 
rigkts» the equal inheritance; of manJdncI, ^af e en- 
^ossed by theliold and crjafty t each field ancjr 
forest is circumscribed by the land-marks of a. 
jealous master r, and it is the peculiar praise of, 
the Roman jurisprudence, that it asserts tbet 
claim of the.&*st occupant to the wild animals of- 
the earthy tl^ air, aiid the waters. In the pro^. 
gress from priimtive equity to final injustice, the 
steps are silent, the shades are almost impercep-. 
tible, and the absolute monopoly is guarded by 
positive Jaws and artificial reason. The active, 
insatiate principle of self-love can alone supply 
the arts of life and the wages of industry ; and 
as soon as civil government and exclusive pro^ 
perty have been introduced, they become neces- 
sary to the existence of the human race. Ex-* 
cept in the singular institutions of Sparta, the 
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C»AT. wisesUegislatdnhaVedisappFOTedaiiagnuri^ 
r^^la ^ ^ ^^^ '^^ dangeroBs iancrratkm. Among the 
Rbmaiis^ the enoriiioa$i dispropcHrtion of wealth 
surmounted th? ideal resikrMiits of n doHbtfol 
tradition, and an obtolete statute ; n tradition 
Ifaat th^ poorest, follower of Romuhis hwt been 
endowed with the perpetual iidieritBBlCQ odf two 
^ugera f a statute Which confided the irichest ci- 
tizen to the measure of five huiydred jugera, or 
three hundred and twdve acres Of l^d. The 
<kriginal territory of RoiM c6nsis(?94 onif of some 
miles of wood and meadow 4o|ig tl^e bcoil^s of 
the Tiber ; and 4<^niestlc exchan]^ ooulc) a[dd 
nothing to tl^e national stock, But the goods of 
m alien or <»nemy were lawfully ^posed to the 
first hostile occiq)ier } the cit^ Vaa enriched by 
tiie profitable trade of ^w ; and th^ blood of her 
sons was the only price that wi^ paid for the 
Volscian sheep, the ^ft^es of Britain^ or the gems 
find gold of Asif^tip kingiildms. In the ku^uage 
of ancient junsprud^nce, which was corrupted 
and fcprgotten before the ^^ of Justinian* 
these «poUs were distinguished by the name 
of mancepi or rnancipivM^ taken with the 
hand ; and whenever they were soM or emoit- 
cipated^ the purchaser required some assuri^ice 
that they hf^d been the property of an enemy, 
and not of a fellow«-citizen.'^ A citizen could 

' *• The herediMm of the first ^Qinans is defined by Varrov (de Re 
Eu8tic&, 1« i, c ii, p. 141 ; c. x, p. 160, ^61, edit. Gesiier),and cloud- 
ed by PlUiy^t declamation, <Hlst. Natuiv zviii, 2). A just and learn- 
^ comment is given in the Admim»Uation des Terres cbes les Ro- 
tnains, (p. 12-66). 

* The ret maneipe is explained froln faint and remdte lights by 
^iptan (j^ra^^t. tit. xjUW p* 019> eXf) and BjnkcnKbck^ (Opp. 

tOQl* if. 
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only fbrfdt hb rights bf ^j^t^n^^iit derieltetion, cTitAi': 
end such di^reMctio^ of a fiil^ble Utei^dst' could ,J^L 
not easily be presumed. Y6t, dccdrding to fhd 
tweire tables, a prescription of orie year foi' 
mov^ables^ steid' df twd yedf^ for iibmovedbles^ 
abolished the claim of the ancfenft Aiiiiter, if the 
actuat ^s^es^Qfr had aeqmi^ed^ th^te by a fair 
trAnsddfoh A-b^' thef ^rdoA' >hotiv hd belieVed 
to ii«^ th^ lawM ^roi^ief Of;* Such conscientiotii 
iAjus^ee^ wi^6tit any mixftire of fraud or force, 
could 9e^4mk i^iil-e tiie thdftib^i'd of a sdfiall fe^ 
p^Ife : bM thd irsUkms peti6^ ef three, of ten, 
or of tWefitf ftSc^, deC^fnHlied hf Justinian, 
are vstre duitinble to the latitude of a gi^at em* 
pire. It is &iAj in the term of prescription that 
the distinetiM of real ^hd personal fortune lias 
bieen, reniarked by the civ&ians, and their ge- 
neral idea of property is that of simple, uniform, 
and absolute doitiinScfii. The subordinate ex- 
ceptidhir M use^ of usufruct,^ of serviindes^ im-^ 
posed for the benefit of A neighbour on lands 

lom. U P^ 80^:^15); The d^fiidtion U ttatewlurt axtxtnoy; and t$ 
none except myself have asogned a reason* I am diffident of my 
own. 

^ From this short prteripdon, Hume (Essays* to! i, {». 42S)uifen 
that there could not lien he more order and settlement in lulj than 
sow amongst the Tartars. 6y the civilian of his adversiary Wallace* 
he is reproached, and not without reason, for oSrerlooking the condi^ 
tions, (Institut. 1. il, tit vi). 

« See the Institutes C* i» tit. iv, ▼) and the Pandects, (1. vii). Noodt 
has composed a learhed and distlndt treatise de Uatfiuct^, (0pp. torn. 
U p. 3d7-4rS). 

' The questions de ServiiutHut are discussed in the Institutes 0, ii, 
tit. tii) and PandecU, (L iriii). Cicero, (pro Murcni, c. 9), and Lactan* 
tius, (Institut. Diviii. L i» c. 1), affect to laugh at the insignificant doc« 
trine, de aquft pluvii arcendl, &c. Yet it might be of frequent us^ 
«mon^ litigioua Kci^houna hotii in town andcoaotiy. 
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CHAP, imd houses are abundantlj exfrfaiDed by tbe pro- 
^^^ fessors of jurisprudence. The claims of pro- 
perty, as far as they are altered5 by the tnixture, 
the division, or the transformation of substances^ 
are investigated with metapbysipal subtlety bj 
the sftme civiliwds. 
"^ ^»»^*- The personal title of the first ppc^rietor must 
be determined by h^ death : but ike possessioa, 
without any appearance of chanj^e, is peace- 
ably continued in his children^ the associates of 
bis toil and the partners of his jiveaHh. This 
natural inheritance has been prot4se(ed :by the 
legislators of every climate and age, .apd tbe 
father is encouraged to persevere in slaw and 
distant improvements, by the tendf^r b^pe, that 
a long postmty will enjoy the fruits of his la- 
bour^ The principle of heredit^y succession 
is universal, but the order has been variously 
established by convenience or x^aprice, by the 
spirit of national institutions, orby sMie partial 
example, which was originally decided by fraud 
or violence. The jurisprudence of the Romans 
appears to have deviated from the .equality of 
nature, much less than the Jewish,^ the Athe- 
nian,' or the English institutions.^ On the 

• Among the patriarchs, the first-horn enjoyed a mystic and spi- 
ritual primogeniture, (Genesis, zxt, 31). In the land of Canaan he 
was entitled to a double portion of inheritance, (Deuteronomy, xxi, 
17, with le Clerc*s judicious Couimentary). 

' At Athens the sons were equal, but the poor daughters were 
endowed at the discretion of their brothers. See the »XnftMt pleadings 
of Issus, (in the viith volume of the Greek Orators), illustrated by the 
version and comment of Sir William Jones, a scholar, a lawyer, and a 
man of genius. 

' In England, the eldest son alone inherits all the land ; a lair, 
liajs the orthodox judge Blackstone, (Commentaries 09 th^ laws of 

Englandy 
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death of a ciiUeii, u\l his deiceodants, unle9& ohar 
they were alre^y freed frQUkhia^pc^teni^ power, ^^^^Jj^ 
were oalled to the inheritance of his, possess^onf, 
The insoleat preifpgative of primogeniture wa^ 
unknown : the< two :s^%e$ .were pjaped on a jus^ 
level ; ^ the sons and daughters fr^e entitle^ 
to an. equal portion of the pajtrimonial estate; 
and if .any of the sons had (leenjntercepted by a 
premature death, his person W«s represented^^ 
and his akirew^s (ii^ed,;]^y his sui:viving cbildr 
ren. On the failpreof the direct lino, the right 
of sttCc^ssjoa ,lnu^ diver^. to the collateral 
braKcfaes. The dugrees of Ipndred^ are number^ cwii de. 
ed by the civilians, ascending from the last pos* j^^drao. 
^ssor to. a common .parent, and descending from 
the common par^t to the next heir: my father 
stands in the first degree, my brother in the se* . 
cotnd» his cl^ldrep in the third, and. the remain* 
der of the series may be conceived by fancy, or 
pictured in a genealogical table. In this com7 
putation, a distinction was made, essential to the 
law9 and even the constitution of Rome ; the ag^ 
nais, or persons connected by a line of males, wer^ 
called, as they stood in the nearest degree, to ai| 
equal partition ^ but a female was incapable of 
transmitting any legal claims ; and the cognats of 
every rank, without excepting the dear relation 

Fngland, vol. fi, p. tlS), unjust only in the opinion of younger 
brothers. It may be of some political use in sharpening their in- 
dustry. 

* Black8tone*9 Tabl6s (vol. ii, p. fOf) represent and compare the 
decrees of the civil with those of the canon and common law. A 
separate tract of Julius Paulus, de gradibus et affinibus, is inserted 
or abridged in the Pandects, (L xxxviii, tit. x). In the vlith degree^ 
H computes (N». 18} 102* peracos* 
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^ cfB'AP; et a iHodier and a son^ were dtshiiierited hy the 
^ ^ 1^- . tHveltPe tables^ as rtfangers and aliens. Among 
the Romaw, a gens or lineage vrs» united by a 
eonmen^MlMe and domestic rites: the ^mrious 
togMtneM or surnameif of Seipio or Marcellus, 
distinguished from eiu^h oMier tiie subdrdinate 
branches or ftniifies ol* the Ccmielian or Ckuadian 
race : tl^ deftult of the dgnote, of the same sur- 
name, was supplied by the larger denomination 
fdgentUes; and the T^lance of <Aie lawa maui- 
tabled, in tite same name, the perpsftual desc^it 
of religion and property. A simUar principle 
dictated the Voconian law/ which abolished the 
light of female inheritance. As long as virgins 
were giTcn or sold in marriage, the adoptiim of 
the wife extinguished the hopes of the daaghter. 
But the equal succession of independent ma- 
trons, supported their pride and lu^my, and 
might transport into a foreign house the riches 
of their fathers. While the maxims ef Gato^ 
were revered, they tended to perpetuate in 
each family a just and virtuous mediocrity; till 
female blandishments insensibly triumphed ; and 
every salutary restraint was lost in the disaolute 
greatness of the republic. The rigour of the 
decemvirs was tempered by the equity of the 
pretors. Their edicts restored emancipated and 

< The Voconian law wat enacted in the year of Rome 584^ The 
jroonger ScipiOt who waa then 17 years of age, (Frenahemiua* Sup- 
plement, Lilian, zlvi, 40), found an occasion of exercising his gener- 
Mity to his mother, sisters, &e. (PolyUus, torn, ii, L zzxi, p. 14S3<- 
146.4» edit. Gronov. a domestic witness). 

^ Legem Voconiam (Eraesti, Clavis Cicevoniana) magn4 voce bonis 
lateribus (at Izv years of age) suasissem, says old Cato, (de SenectutCf 
€. 5). Aulua GeUiut (vii^ 13 j xvii> 6) has Mved some paaaages. 
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posthumous chiMreB to the ri^s^ <tf ntfture i ftiid <^ h 4 lU 
upon the Mure, of the agnats, tihejr pr^fimnHl J^^ 
the blood of the ccgwts to the name of the 
gentiles, whose title and character were ht^enst-* 
bly covered with oblivion. The recfiproqal in- 
heritance of mothers and sons was establii^ied 
in the TertuUian and Orphitian decrees by the 
humanijty of the senate. A new and more inw 
partial order was intioduced by the novefa of 
Justiman, who aflSec^ed to revive the juriqprur 
dence of the twelve taUes. The lines of masoift- 
line and innale kinflred were confounded : the 
descending) ascendii^^ and collateral series, was 
accuratfi^y defined; and ea^h dtgre^h nficordkag 
to thq proxfapMty of blood askd affiectiont suceeed- 
ed to Uie vacant possessions of a Boman citizen.^ 

The order qfguccesaion is regnlaC^ by^nature, intw^ 
or at least by the ^neral and permanent reason uberty or 
of the lawgiver ; but this order is frequentfy vio* ^ 
lated by the arbitrary and partial tffftff whichiprop* 
long the dominion of the testator beyond the 
grave."" In the simple state of society, this. last 
use or abuse of the right of property is aeldomr 
indulged s it was introduced at Attens hy the 

* See the law of succetnon in the Ifietitules ef C^os, 0. ^, tit. vlii, 
p. 130-144), and Justinian, (I. iii, titi-vi, with th« Greek version of 
Theophilus, p. 515-57^, 58S-6(K>); the Pandects, (1. zxxviii, tit. vi* 
xvli)$ the CoAb, (L ti, titrlv-lx)» and the Novels, (esTiii). 

** That succession was the nrfe, testament the c«ceptio«, is proved 
hy Taylor, (fetements of Civil Law,p»'6Id-5S7), a learned, rambling* 
spirited writer. Iv the Ud and iiid books the method of the Institutes 
M donbfles preposterous ; and the ChancelTor Duquesseau (Oeuvres* 
torn, i, p. 275) wishes his countryman Domat in the place of Tribo* 
aian. Yet e— ew aa t r befow tueeeni^n* is not sorelf tka nmiwal wdcr 
o/HetJisi/kws* 
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CHAP, 'Iaw« of Sotofi ; and the private testaments of the 
^'^- father of a fahiily are authorized by the t^«elve 
tables. Before the time of the decemvirs,* a Ro- 
man citizen exposed his wishes and motives to 
the assembly of the thirty curiae or parishes, and 
the general law of inheritance was suspended by 
an occasional act of the legislature. After the per- 
mission of the decemvirs, each jwrivate lawgiver 
promulgated his verbal or written testament in 
•the presence of five citizens, who represented the 
five classed of the Roman people ; a sixth witness 
attested their concurrence; a seventh weighed 
the copper-money, which was paid by an imagi- 
nary purchaser ; and the estate was emancipated 
by a fictitious sale and immediate release. This 
singular cer^ony,^ which excited the wonder 
of the Greeks, was still practised in the age of 
Severus ; but the pretors had already approved 
a more simple testament, for which they requir- 
ed the seals and signatiires of seven witnesses, 
free from all legal exception, and purposely 
summoned for the execution pf that importabt 
act. A domestic monarch, who reigned ov^r the 
lives and fortunes of his children, might distri- 
bute their respective shares according to the de- 
grees of their merit or his affection : his arbitrary 

'^ Prior examples of testaments are perhaps fabulous* At Athens 
a ckildUts rather only could make a will, (Plutarch, in Solone, torn, i, 
"p, 164. See Isaeus and Jones). - 

^ The testament of Augustus is specified by Suetonxusy (in August 
c 101, in Neron. c 4), who may be studied as a code o# Roman 
antiquities. Plutarch (Opuscul* torn, ii, p. 976) is surprised rrci h 

The language of Ulpian (Fragment, tit. xx, p. 627, cdiU Schi;Uing)is 
almost too exclusive.— solum in usii ta^ 
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displeasure cliaatised an unworthy son by the loss (^ h a p. 
of his inheritance and the mortifying preference ^^^IZl. 
of a strangw. Bnt the experience of udnatural 
parents recommended some limitations of their 
testamentaiy powers. A son, or, bj the lavs of 
Justinian, even a daughter, could no longer be 
disinherited by their silence : they were compeU 
led to name Hhe criminal, and to specify the of- 
fence ;- and the justice of the emperor enumerate 
ed the sole causes that could ju^ify such a viola- 
tion of the first principles c^ nature and society.' 
Unless a legitimate portion, a fourth part, had 
been reserved for thechildren, they were entitled 
to institute an action or complaint of inofficious 
testament, to snppose that their father's under- 
standing was impaired by sickness w age ; and 
respectfully to appeal from his rigorous sentence 
to the deKberate wisdom of the magistrate. In Legacies^ 
the Roman jurisprudence^ an essoitial distinc- 
tion was admitted between the inheritance and 
the legacies. The heirs, who succeeded to the 
entire unity, or to any of the twelve fractions 
of the substance of the testator, represented his 
civil and reli^ous character, inserted his rights, 
fulfilled his oUigations, and discharged the gifts 
of frjendship or liberality which his last will had 
bequeathed und^ the name of legacies. But 
as the imprudence or prodigality of a dying man 
might exhaust the inheritance, and leave only risk 
and labour to his successor, he was empowered 
to retain the Falcidian portion; to deduct, before 

' Justinian (Norell. cxv, N*. 3, 4) enumerates only the pubUe 
and private crimes, for which a son might liktvise disinherit his 
iktber. 
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^HiK H^ pajmeni ^ the kgrnks, « cktf fcmrih fbt 

n m'v Tl, 1^^ ^^1^ emokiMnt A rttaoHaUe tittie 9^119 al-^ 
lowed io »aadoe ihe piapfirtioii brfwfifii |;be 
4f^ wd tiueMtate, loidecide mrianthtr be «lio«ld 
MQ^pt or refits tb« tettamMt ; iaiid if .be ^used 
Ihe ilmiHtof iA imrettory^ tibe dfi«iiMi4s ^ tbe 
craditoi^ cmtld not. woeed the raln^jppi of the 
effieota. Xhe bist will ^ftf a ckiwti Migbt lie ^- 
tfw^dxkfingbis life, or nesexiidfad ailkerbia 4«^b : 
the persons ^^bom he Mmed m^^ 4ki. before 
bifl>» or s^ttDt .the tolaieritaooe^ or bo. »pq«ed to 
$(me UgfA dia^ali^catioo* hk .the fsonUmph* 
tion of tbete ewi|ts» be was pemittod to aiibsti* 
iute seeondMd third heks,c.ioxq>lftceeichi)tber 
aooocding to ibe order of tbe teptaiof nyt i/cwd the 
bicapaoitjr of ajnadmati'Or an ipfwt io beqiieatb 
bis property, wight be supplied by it sbnflur shIh 
«9titution.'> But the power of the testetor ex<* 
pired wiiih the acceptance of the testamciot: each 
Rouum of maiuffe.!^ and discretion Acquii^d 
the absotiite.domiaion of hiaittheritanoe, and the 
simplicity of the civil law was never douded by 
tbe long juid intricate entails .which confioe tbe 
bappbess find freedpfft-^Mr unborn generiitioiis* 

^1^^ Gonqutt*.andtheforni^e8ofbwe»tabUs 

tbe use oi^adkiU* If/aiRomaa wos ^urpri^ed by 
death in.a Demote^ poroidnce of tbe .empire^ he ad- 
dressed .a short epiatlesio i^is JegitilMte or teatu* 

4 Tlie •^Uiittti^M^M'CtmimMMtirn^A'iYk^^ civil hiw ka 

IqiM^l j^BA gissftad fnf the.RfMoan Juififpnideyce^avd.beiiirs sfafcdf 
any re8e|tiblantf« to the^ncient fidei-coinmiasa, (lostitutions du Droit 
I'rBti^is, torn. 1, p. 347--383. ,Denissart, Decidons dc Jurispru* 
dcfi(e« tom. iv, 9.. £77.^604). They ;^exc.jtr(>U^e4 to the (bucth 
^tefr^e bf an«bi)«e of |h^ clljoh No^el ; a partial, perplexed* 4^lam« 
atoiy law* ^ 
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nientary hw; wtfo f^l$lled with hopour, or ne- chap, 
glected with impunity^ this last request, which ^...^C*' 
the judges bpAnre the age of Augustus were not 
authcyi^^d to enforce. A cpdicil might be exprie^s^ 
ed in a|iy mode, or 'm any language ; but the sub^ 
sqriptiop of liv^ witoe(?8^ must declare that it wf|s 
the geMiii^ eompositipp of the authoi:* fi[is inr 
t^^iHiOii, howeyer laudable, wi^ spmetiines illegal; 
and the Inyentipn oKJidei^omnnss^t or trusts, a* 
fm^ from th^ struggle between natiiiral justice and 
posit^ye^jwifprwlenaeu A str^nge^ of Greece or 
Africa might be tht^ friend or benefaptor of acfaild* 
le9s Roii|jf|9, but nopie^ except ft felbw^citia^en,^ 
ewld «ct i^ Ms ,heir, The Voeonian law, wbipl^ 
abQliih^ f4pi^^ $ucce98ipn, restrained the legacy 
or iijiJb^ritaiice pf i(* woman to the sum of pn^ 
humdr^d thousand sesterces ;'' and an pnly daug^^ 
ter wiu9 cpnd^mped almost as an alien in her fa-* 
ther'sf ^pppe. The zeiil pf friendship, and parental 
affeptjop, «vggesled a lib^r^ aitifice : a qua^fi^ 
citi«$e9 was named in th^ testament, with a pray^^r 
or injunction that he would restore the inheritance 
to the person for whpm is was truly intended. 
Various was the eenduet of the trustees in tibis 
painful situation : they had sworn to observe the 
laws 0f thi^ conntry, but honour prompted them 
to riokite their oatb^ and if ^ey preferred theii^ 
intwesft under the mas|c pf patriotism, they fpr^ 
feited the esteem of every i^irtuous mind* TiiaL 
declaration pf Ajqgu^tus relieved thdr dpubts, 

ia Greek money the sum of 25,000 drachms. 
VOL. VIII, 6 
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citAT. gave a legal sanction to confidential testaftnents 
-^^. JIl^ and codicils, and gentlj unraVelled the forms and 
restraints of the repubHa^n jurisprudence/ But 
as the hew practice of trusts degenerated into 
some abuse, the trustee was enabled^ by the 
TrebelRan and Pegasian decrees, to reserve one- 
iburth of -the estate, or to transfer on the head 
of the re&l heir all the debts and actions of the 
succession. The interpretation of testaments was 
strict and literal ; but the language of Mists and 
codicfls was delivered from the minute iWd tech- 
nical accuracy of the civilians.* 
HI. Of jij. "piig general dutfes of mankind are ithpos- 

ed by their public and private relations ! but their 
^ipedfic obKgaHons to teach other can only be the 
effect of, '!. a promise, 2. a benefit, or, 8. an in- 
jliry : and when these obligations are ratified by 
law, the ihterested party may compel Hie per- 
formance by a judicial action. On this praiciple 
the civilians of every 'country have erfectcd a si- 
milar jurisprudence, the fair concltisaon of uni- 
versal reason and justieei* I 
... 

» *nm rev^ItttioBft of th* Romati Iftws of inbtiitftiiM atct Haely* 
tt^ougU sometimes laoeiful^f, Reduced hy MoaUi^uie^. <Bflprit dcs i 
I»oix, 1. xwii). I 

'^ Of tfre civil jurkpnidence of successions, testiuneQtB* codicils^ I 
)^g«D|e«« 'mai^ trv^its, the pvincip|«s.ttf afl^rttined .ia t^- loalitutes of | 
Coius, (1. ii, Ut. iUlz, p. 91-144); Justinian, (L iit tiU x-xxv), and | 
HieophiTus, (p. 9?d-5I4) r and the Immense detail oc(^Upies twelve 
Books (zxvfUwttadx) of Uio PMidcetiw 

" The institotes of Cains, (L ii, Ut. is, z» p. 144*214) ; of Justinian, 
(t lii, tit. xiv-xxz ; L iv, tft. i*vi), and of Hieophiliis, (pw 616-837), 
distinguish four sorts of obligations— aut rs, aut vsr4i#a aot Uteris 
ant eoMentn ; but I confess myself partiBl to a|; •wn division. 
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. I . Hie giNldess ofJhUh (of human and social chaf. 
faith) was n^orshipped, not only in her temples, Jl!;«^^«^ 
but in tkei fives of the Romans ; and if that nation PramiMii. 
was deficient in the more amiable qualities of 
beopvcdttice and generosity, they astonished the 
Greeks^By thtir sincere and simple performance 
of the most burdensome engagements^* Yet 
among, the same pec^, accorduag to the rigid 
maxims of the patricians and decemvirs, a naked 
pacts a jm^tnise, or even an oath, did not create 
any civil obligation, unless it was confirmed by 
the legal fdrm of a sHpmlatim. Whatever might 
be th6 etymology of the Latin word, it. conveyed 
the idea of a firm jmd iirevOcable contract, 
which was always eyipressed in the mode of a 
questioii and answer. Do you promise to pay 
me onf^ huitdred pi^pes of gold ? was tbeiK)Ienui 
inteitogakwaof Seiua. I do prondse — ^was the 
r^ly of Si^mprooius*. The firiends of Sempronius, 
who an&wen^ for his abiKty and inclination, 
migfat be sq^arately sued at the option of Sdusi 
and the benefit of partition, or order of recip i^ocal 
actioM;.iiisefisibly deviated from the strict theory 
of stipulation. The most cautious and deliberate 
consent was juMly required to sustaih the vali- 
dity of gratuitous pronuse ; and die citizen who 
might have obtained a legal security, incurred 
the su6]Hcidn of frauds and paid the forfeit of 
his neglect. But the ingenuity of the civilians 

* How much, is the eool, rationale «viclenee.t>f PolyUus (I. vi« p. 
€93; I xui, p. 1459, 1460) supferior -to vafiie, indiBcrimiiiftte ap- 
tlm t e. ■g q miiirt) malivieet preelpue Sdem coliiit, <A. G«1lius, xk, 1)^ 

g2 
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CHkV. soccessfidtj laboured to conTert daqple'^ga/^e- 
^^J;^ xaentB into the form of sokmn stlppkitknis* The 
pretors/ as the guardians of toeiat faith, admitted 
every rational evidence of a volontarr and deli- 
berate act, which in their trifodnal {produced an 
equitable lobli^tibn, and ibr whicb iheT^gave an 
action ^d a remedy/ '* 
Benefits. ; j}. xhe obligatio«sr of the second dan*; tm they 
were contracted by the delivei7 of a thing, are 
marked by the eivittatns with the epithet: o^ real/ 
A grateful return ik due to the autiibif of a bene- 
fit ; and whoever is intltisted with th^ ^m^perty 
of another, has bound Inmself to tHeaasired duty 
ctf rct«itmticin. In the dtM of a frieiiiAy hmn, the 
merit of : genel*o(dty hi-on Ute side^oMb«» lender 
only ;:hi a deposit, m the side of thj^9«eeiirep: but 
in :a ptea^^yand t&e rest of '-tive seMlsh'Obminerte 
of X)Fdiaarfr fifb^ theb^efit lfi»4!l>rhpeMM0d by an 
e^ivalent,iakid ithe obttgition t» mitor^ is va- 
mu^ly modified by^ifthe nature of thetransaction. 
Ti»e Lhtin Iapguag^iV^fa4ppily^q:i^r«4shs the 
fundamental dlSermee between them^dmodatum 
and^ ihe htOmm, whidb oti^ povi^rtytfo rbdiseed to 
cpn&iiiiid. under the vague and commdn ■ appella- 
tion: of a loaki. In>tlle'lbr|ner, the<bnrvow^r was 
^obliged, to resbote tbe^same^ indivkhial Hiiiag wiA 

: T- ' ; ■• . '^ t . 

'; 7 ^b4/t|i PffBtbriUm 4e Pffolsts H Tra>is4eUo«itm& Is « lepwite 
and satisfactory' treatise of Gerard Noodt, (Ojifi* torn, i, p. 483-564). 
Jlnd I will here observe that the\ibiversities of Holland and Brandea- 
burgh, in the beginning of the present century, appear to have studied 
the civn H^ on th« moBt just and liberal prfnciplea* 

' The like and variops subjeet of eoqtracks by consent U iprcad ove 
Cour boeJcs (xvimz) of the Pandecta, and iy one of tho ^mttM bNt 
^eifrrt in|; of th^ attentioa of an English student. 
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which lie had been accommodated for the temjpo- chap. 
rarjr supply 6f bis wants ; in the latter, it was J^^^^' 
destined for bis use and consumption, and he dis- 
charged this mutual engagement, by substituting 
the same specific value, according to a just esti* 
mation of number, of weight, and of measure. 
In the contract of sale, the jabi^ojute dominion is 
transferred to the purchaser, and. he repays the 
benefit with an adequate sum of gold or silver, 
the price or Universul standard of all earthly poa- 
sessions* The obligation of another contract, that 
of loeationp is of a vame complicated ld«d. Lands 
or houses, labour or talents, may be hired for a 
definite term ; at the expiration of the time, the 
thing itself must be restored to the owner with an 
additionalreward for the beneficial occupation and 
employment. In these lucrative contracts, to 
which may be added those of partnership and 
commissions, the civilians sometimes imagine the 
delivery of the object, and sometimes presume the 
consent of theparties. The substantial pledge has 
been refined into the invisible rights of a mort- 
gage or hg/poOiecaj and the agreement of sale, for 
a certain price, imputes, from that momeni% the 
chances ^f gain or loss to the account of the pur- 
chaser. It may be fairly supposed, that every man 
will obey the dictates of his interest ; and if he 
accepts tJie bendit, he is obliged to sustain the 
expence, of the transaction. In this boundless 
subject, the historian will oWrve the location of 
land and money, the rent of the one and the in- 
terest of the other, as they materially affect the 
prosperity of Agriailtiu» and commerce* The 

g8 



CHAP. landliMrd was often obliged to advance tlie stock 
J^!*1^*U ^^^ instruments of husbandry, and to content 
himself with a partition of the fruits. If the feeble 
tenant was oppressed by accident, contagion, or 
hostile violence, he claimed a proportionid>le relief 
from the equity of the taws: five years were the 
customary term, and no solid or costly improve- 
ments could be expected from a fiU^mer, who, at 
each moment, mi^t be ejected by the sale of the 
ll^^ ^ estate.* Usury,** the inveterate grievance of 
the city, hadi been disoouraged by the twelve 
tebtes,'' and abolbhed by the clamours of the 

^ Tbt tortnmifa of rent «ne defined in the Pandcete (U six) and 
the Code, (L iv, tit. Ixv). The quinquennium, or term of five years, 
appears to have been a euatom rather than a law | but in France aO 
louea of load were detendfned iii nine years. This UmUatioii was 
removed only in the year 1775, (Encyclop^dle Methodique, torn, i, 
de la Jurisprudence, p. 668, 669), and I am sorry to observe that it 
' yet prevails fai the beauteous and happy cotmlry where t am permit* 
ted to reside* 

** I might implicitly acquiesce in the sense and learning of the 
three books of G. Noodt, de fcenore et nsurla, COpp* torn, i, p. 175- 
f0%. The interpretatlDii of the a«M« or €eiUmfnk»'iUf&m at t««lve, 
the unciarug at one per cent, is maintained by the best critics and ci- 
vilians: Noodt, (1. ii, c 2, p. 207) ; Gravina, (0pp. p. 205, &c 210); 
Heineceius, (Antiquitat. ad fnstitut* ^'iu,*Cit. xv>4.^o«tesqincu, 
(Esp#des Loix^ I. »li, q. 22» ton* Ii, p. 36 ; 0eiensQ de VEsprit 
des Loix, torn, iii, p. 478, £cc.), and above all ^John Frederic GroDO- 
vius, <de Pecunia Veteri, I. iii, c. 13, p. 213^227),' and his three An- 
teiegeses, p. 455^655),- the founder, or at least the champion, of 
this probable opinion ; which is however perplexed with some diffi- 
culties. ' ' • . 

• FHmo xii tabulis sancituxiT cat ne quit ondario fomore amplios 
oxeMeret, (Tacit, Annni vi, 16). Pour peu (aa^s Montesquieu,. Es- 
j)rit des Loix, 1. xxii, c. 22) qu*ou soit vers^ dans l*histoire de Rome, 
on vena qu'une pareill^'loi xl^ AeVdlt p&s fetre tVnivrage dee decern* 
viiis. Wat TacituiB, ign(JrtinlM-dr stttpftd f. But the. wisH. 89<t anore 
virtuous paM^clans might sacrifice their avarice to their ambition, 
and might attempt to check the odious practice by tticb inter^t asn^ 
lender weuld accept, «nd sueli pcMllka ^ HO^debtor would Sticttr, • 
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pteple. {t Was revived by their wants and idle- chap. 
ness, tolerated by the discretion of the pret(Nr8» J!^^ 
and finally determined by the code of Justinian. 
Persons of illustrious rank were confined to the 
moderate profit of four per cent. ; six was pro- 
nounced to be the ordinary and l^al standard of 
inter^t; eight was allowed for the convenience of 
manufacturers and merchants; twelve was grant- 
ed to nautical insurance, which the wiser ancients 
had not attempted to define; but except in this 
perilous adventure^ the practice of exorbitant 
usury was severely restrained.*' The most simple 
interest was condemned by the clergy of the East 
and West f but the sense of mutual benefit, 
wht€^)xad triumphed over the laws of the republic, 
has resisted with etpial firmness the decrees of the 
church, and even the prejudices of mankind.^ 

8. Nature and society impose the strict obli*' injuries. 
gation of repairing an injury; and the sufiorer by 
private injustice, acquires a personal xight and a 
legitimate action. If the property of another be 
intrusted to our care, the requisite degree of care 
may rise and fall according to the benefit which 
we derive from such temporary possession ; we are 

^ 4ufttinian has not condescended to give usury a place in his In- 
stitutes ; but the necessary rules and restrictions are inserted in the 
Pandects (L uB, tit. i» ii) and the Code, (1. iv, tit. xxxii, xxxiii). 

* Th« fathers are unanimous* (Barbeyrac, Morale des Peres, p. 
14p4, &c.) s Cyprian, Lactantius, Biifiil, Chrysostom, (^ee his frivo- 
lous arguments in'Nogdt, 1. i, c. 7, p. 188), Gregory of Kyssa, Am- 
hrose. Jerom, Augustin, and a host of councils and casuibts. 

' Calo, Seneca, Plutarch, have loudly condemned the practice or 
abuse of usury. According to the etymdlogy offanut tfnd «-«»«;, the 
piincipal is supposed to generate the interest : a breed of barren metal* 
exclaims Shake8pe&re-»«nd the stage is the echo of the public voicf::* 
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CBAP. ^Mom made responsible for inevitable acddent, 
^fj^;^ but the consequences of a vtduntaty fauU must 
always be Imputed to the author.* A Roman 
pursued and recm'^ered bis stolen good^ by a civil 
action at theft ; they iniglit pass thrbtigh a suc- 
cession of pure and innocent hands, but nothing 
less than a prescription of thirty yHH eotiM ex- 
tinguish his original claim. They were ti^Mtei 
by the sentence of the ptetor, and the InjUf Jr was 
Obitipensated by double, or three-fold, or eveil qua- 
druple dan^agtei as the deed had b^n pet^trated 
by secret fraud or open rapine, as the robbef had 
been surprised in the fact or detected by a subse- 
quent research. The Aquilian law** defended the 
living property of a dtizen, his slaves and ciftttle^ 
from the stroke of malice or negligence : the 
highest price Was allowed that could b^ liscribed to 
the domestic animal at ab)r moment of the year 
preceding his death ; a similar latitude Of thirty 
days was granted on the destruction of any dther 
valuable effects. A personal injury i^ blui^f^ or 
sharpened by the manners of the times and the 
sensibility of .the individual : the pain or the dis- 
grace of a word or blow catmot easily be appre- 
tiated by a pecuniary equivale|it. The rude ju- 
risprudence of the decemvirs had confounded all 
iiasty insults^ which did not amount to the frac- 

f Sir William Jones has given an Ingenious ahd rational Bscay on 
the Law of Bailifient, (London, if 81, p. 127, In Svo). He is per- 
liaps the only lawyer equally conversani with the year»books jot 
Westminster, the (^ommentAries of tJlpian, the Attic pteliduigs of 
isflsus, and the sentekioes of Arabian and Persian cadhis. 
' ^ Noodt (6pp. torn, i, p. 137-1 1^) has composed a separate trea- 
efse, ad liegem Aquiiiaro» (Pand«rt. )• iz, tit. ii^. 
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tura of a limb, by cond^mniog the aggressor to chap. 
the common penalty of twenty-five asses. But ^^^" 3; ^, 
the same denomination of money Was reduced, 
in three centuries^ fVom a pound to the weight of 
half an ounce ; and the insolence of a wealthy 
Rooiaft indulged himself hi the cheap amusement 
of breaking and satisfying the law of the twelve 
tables. Yeratius ran through the streets strik- 
ing on the face the inoffensive passengers, and 
his attendant purse-bearer immediately silenced 
their clamours by the legal tender of twenty'-five 
pieces of copper, about the value of one shilling/ 
The equity of the pretors examined and esti* 
mated the distinct merits of each particular com-^ 
plaint. In the adjudication of civil damages, the 
magistrate assumed a right to consider the va« 
rious circumstances of time and place, of age 
and dignity, which may aggravate the shame 
and sail^rings of the injured person ; but if he 
admitted the idea of a fine, a punishment, an 
example, he invaded the province^ though, per- 
haps, he supplied the defects, of the criminal law. 

The execution of the Alban dictator, wiu) was Punish*. 
dismembered by eight horses, is represented by '"®"*'' 
Livy as the first and the last instance of Roman 
cruelty in the punishment of the most atrocioas 
crimes.* But this act of justice, or revenge, 

' Auiut delJius (N'oct. Attic, xx, i) borrowed his story from the 
(!omincntarlos of (^ Labeo on the xii tables. 

^ The nftTFatlvt of Livy (i, 28) is weighty and solemn. At tu die- 
tit Albone maneres is an harsh reflection, unworthy of VirgiKs hu- 
manity, (JEiieid, viii, 643). Heyne, with his usual good taste, ob- 
serves that the subject vas too horrid tbr the shield of uEneas, (torn. 
Ul, p»SS9). 
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CHAF. was inflicted on a foreign enemy in the heat of 
^^*Zl victorv, and at the commimd of a single mao- 
keverity The twel ve tables afford a more decisive proof of 
rlr^?vc ***® national spirit, rince they were framed by the 
i»ue8. wisest of the senate, and accepted by the free 
voices of the pe<^le; yet these laws, like the sta- 
tutes of Draco,' are written in characters of 
blood." They approve the inhmnan and un- 
equal principle of retaliation ; and the forfeit of an 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a limb for a 
limb, is rigorously exacted, unless the offender can 
redeem his pardon by a fine of three hundred 
pounds of copper. The decemvirs distributed 
with much liberality the slighter chastisements of 
ifagellation and servitude; iemd nhie crimes of a 
very diff^^ent complexion ai^ adjudged worthy of 
death. 1. Any act of treason against the state, 
or of corre^ondence with the public enemy. The 
anode of execution was painful and ignominious : 
the head of the degenerate Roman was shrouded ih 
a veil, his hands were tied behind his back» and, 
after he had been scourged by the lictor, he was 
suspended in the midst of the forum on a cross, or 
inauspicious tree* 2. Nocturnal meetings in the 
city; whatever might be the pretaice, of pleasure, 
ojr religi6n> or tlie public good. 3. The murder 

* The age of Draco (Olympiad xxxix» I) is fixed by Sir John IVTar* 
sham (Canon Chronicus, p. 593-596) and Corsinip (Fasti Attici, XostL 
Sn, p. 63). For his laws, see the writers on the government of Atheas, 
Sigonius, Meursius, Potter, &e. 

*° The viiith, de delictis, of the xii tables is delineated by Graviiia« 
<Opp. p. 293, 293, with a Commentary, p. 214-230). Aulus Gellius 
(XX, 1) and the Collatio Legum Mosaicarum et Romanarum aflbrA 
much original informatioa. 
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^f a citizQn ; for which the commoii feelings of chap. 
mankind demand the blood of the murderer. ^^'^- 
Potson is still more odious than the sword or 
dagger ; and we are surprised to discover, in two 
flagitious events, bowearly such Mibtle wickedness 
had infected the simplicity of the republic, and 
the chaste virtues of the Roman matrons." Tlw 
parricide who violated the duties of nature and 
gratitude, was cast into the river or the sea, in* 
closed in a sack ; and acock, a viper, a dog,>and 
a monkey, were sucoessively added as the most 
witfible companions.''* Italy produces no mon- 
keys; but the want^could never be felt, till the 
middle of the sixth century firs^t revealed the guilt 
of a parricide.^ 4. The malice of an incmdkay. 
After the previous ceremony pf whipping,, he him* 
self 5^as delivered to the flames ; and in this ex* 

^ Livy mentions two remarkable and ftagitiouB eras, of 3000 per* 
iOns accused, and of 190 noble matrons convicted, of the crime of 
pmsoning, (xly 43$ viii» IS). Mr. Hume diacrimiiiateg the agea of 
private and public virtue, (Essays, vol* i, p. S2, 23). I would rather 
say that such ebullitions of mischief (as in Frai^ce in the year 1680) 
are accidents and prodigies whidi leave no marks on the manners of 
a nation. 

* The xii Tables and Cicero (pro Roscio Amerino, c. 25, 26) are 
content with the sack ; Seneca (fizcerpt. Controvers.' v, 4)' adorns 
it with serpeata ; JuvewU pities tbeigniltleseiaonkey; (iataaatia itta^ 
— 4Satirw ziii, 156). Hadrian, (apud Dositi^um Magistrnm, 1. lii, c. 
16, p. 874^76, with Schulting*s Note) ; Modestinus, (Pandeci 
xMii, tit; ix, leg. 9); Constantine, (Cod. 1. ix, tit. xvii>y4nk iueti. 
niaiiy (Inatitot. 1^ iv» tit. xviis), enumeeate all the companif^e of ^ the 
parrldde. But this fanciful execution was siropliiied in 'practice. 
Hodie tamen vivi exuruntur vel ad bestias dantur, (Paul. S<^tent. 
Recept. 1. V, tit. xi^iv, p. 512, edit. Schulting). ' ' '. 

9 The first parricide at Rome was L. Ostius, after the second Punic 
war, (Plutarch in Romulo, torn, i, p. 57> During the Cimbric, P» 
Mallecrfus was guilty ot the first matricide, (l.iv. E]:itom. 1. Ixviii). 
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CHAP, tuxifHe alone our reason is tempted to appfOTe the 
^^^^ justice of retaHation. 5. Judicial pet^ry. The 
corrupt or malicious witness was thrown head- 
long from the Tarpeian rock to expiate his false- 
hood, which was rendered still more fi^l by the 
severity of the penal laws, and the deficiencj of 
written evidence* 6« The corruption of a judge, 
who accepted iurHjes, to prcmounce an iniqui- 
tous amtence. 7. Libels and satires, whose rude 
^trains sometimes disturbed the peace of an il- 
literate city. The author was beaten with clubsi 
a worthy chastisement, but it is not certain 
that he was left ta expire under the blows of 
the exideatioiier.'^ 8. The nocturnal mischief of 
AuBdging or destroying a neighbour's com. 
The cdminal was suspended as a gvateful vic^ 
thn to Ceres. But the Sylvian deities w$a^ 
less implacable, and the extirpation of a more 
valuable tree was compensated by the mo- 
derate fine of twenty-five pounds of copper. 
9. Magical incantations ; which had power, in 
the opinion of the Latian sheplierds, to exhaust 
the strength of an enemy, to extinguish bis life, 
jttid remove from their seats his deep-rooted 
plantations* The cruelty of the twelve tables 
dgainst insolvent debtor^ still remains to be told ; 
and i shall dare to prefer the literal sense of an- 
thjtiity, to the specious refinements of. modem 

'^ tTorace talks of the fbrmidine fuitis, (1. !i, ep(8t« il, tSi)$ biit 

Cic(^o de Republic^ (1. iv, apud Augustine de Civitat Dei, ix, S, ift 

Fragment. Philosoph. torn, lii, p. S93, edit. OHvet) affirms that the 

' decemvirs made libels a capital offence : cum perpaueas te$ cttpite 

sanxistent — ferpavcds 7 
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^Htidsin/ After the judicial pirotf or conibsifia chap. 
ef the debt* thirty days of grace were allotved ^^fJ^J^L 
before a Roman was' delivered into the power of 
his fellowrcitizen. In this private prison, twelve 
ounces of Tke were his daily food ; he might be 
ix>iind with. a chain of fifteen pounds weight; 
and his misery was thrice exposed in the mai^ 
ket-|rfacc, t6 solicit the compassion of his friends 
and countrymen*. At the expiration of sixty days, 
the debt, was; discharged by tiie loss of liberty or 
life ; the insolvent debtor was either put to deaths 
or sold in foreign slavery beyond the Tiber : but 
if several: creditohs were alike diistin^te mul iu»- 
releating, they might legedly.dinnember his bodj^, 
and satiate their revenge by >dii$ horrid pattitioii. 
The advocate for this sAvagiriaw haue^.insiBlad, 
diat it mlust strongly operate in dekei^g idfe- 
fiess itnd irmtid from oontioi^ing: ddUta ifehich 
they wereunableto discharge; but ^xpeqente 
'msbldjdisaipittefthts sahi<ary ^terror; byt piorfaig, 
that no creditor could be foi^nd torexact tbid utt- 
{Wofttable pemfliy of life or limb. « As tfa^:num- 
nei^ of Rom^ were insensibly pdished*, the cri- 
mkiai ood^ of the decemvirs was abolislied by 
the hukiiaMly of aecusers, witkesses^ and judges ; 
andi impunity became the consequence of imnso- 
iderate vigpopr. The Porcion and Yalenaa kms 
prohibited the magistrates frominflictingona free 

' Bfnkershoek (Observfit. Juris Rom. 1. i, c i, in Opp. torn., j> 
p. 9» 10, 11) laboon to prove that the creditors divided not the &o<^, 
but the friUf of the insolvent debtor. Yet hii interprtetion is me 
perpetual har<h xnetaptaor ( nor can he fiurmpunt the Rofoan iiuthof « 
ities of Quintilian, Cecilius, Favonius, and Tertallian. See Aulus 
l^elMus Noct. Attic, sxi. 



d4 THt DCCUHB AND FAU. 

CHAP* citigeh any ct^»^tal» or everf corporal^ punithmeot; 
^^17^ and the obsolete statutes of blood ^0re>artfullj^ 
and perhaps truly, ascribed to the spirit, not of 
patrician, but of regal, tyranny, 
or^vioii I^ ^^^ absence of penal laws and the insuffi- 
?|>«n«K dency of civil actions^ the peace and josiice of 
the city were imperfectly maintained l^ the pi- 
vate jurisdiction of the citizens. The malefac- 
tmrs who replenish our gaols, are the outcasts of 
flK»ety, and the crimes for which tJiey suffer maj 
be. commonly ascribed to ignorance, porerty, and 
brtital appetite. For the perpetration of similar 
enoitnities, a vile plebeian might claim and abuse 
.the sacred charact^ of a member of the repub- 
Jic: but. on the proof or suspicion of guilt, the 
4kte, or'theistrstiq^, was nailed to a cross, and 
tUia attract wid summary justice might be exer- 
•tisdd/ without restraint over the greatest part of 
the pc^lace of :Rqme. Each family contain^ 
9( domestic trihonal, which was not confined, like 
that of the pretdr, to the cognizance of external 
actions: vfrtuous principles and ihabits were in- 
culcated by liie discipline of edueation ; and the 
Roman father was aocountableto the state for the 
manners of his chaidren, mice he dtsfoaed^ vith- 
otttNm)peal, of their Ufe, their liberty, apd their 
inheritance. In some pressing emeigencies, the 
Citizen was authorized to avenge his private or 
public wrongs. The consent of the Jewisli, the 
Athenian, and the Roman laws, approved the 
slaughter of the nocturnal thief; though in open 
day-light a robber could not be slam without 
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smne previous evidence of danger and complaint, chap. 
Whoever surpriasd an adulterer In his nuptial ^^^^' 
bed might freely exercise his revenge ;• the most 
bloody or wanton outrage was excused by the 
provocation;* nor was it before the reign of 
Augustus that the husband was reduced to weigh 
the rank of the offender^ or that the parent was 
condemned to sacrifice his daughter with her 
guilty seddcer.' Aiter the expulsion of the kings, 
the ambitious Roman who should jiare to assume 
their title, or imitate their tyranny^ was devoted 
to the infernal gods : each of his fellow-citizens 
was armed With a sword of justice ; and the act 
of Brutus, however repugna^it to gratitude or 
prudence, had been already sanctified by the 
judgment of his country."^ The barbarous prac- 
tice of wearing arms in the midst of peace,' and 
the bloody maxims of honour, were Unknown to 

*^Tlie drst speech of Lysias (Rei8ke» Orator..^nec. torn, r, p. 2*4S> 
is in defence of an husband who had killed the adalterer. The right 
of Wbaikb'ahd faUiers %t Rome and Athedft ia dlsculaed with much 
leaning hy Dr. Taylor^ (Lectionea I^ysiacft, ci xi» in Beiske, torn* * 

vi, p. 301-308). , 

^ See Caaauboa ad Athen«Bum» 1. i« e. 5» p. 19. Pereufrent rapha* 
nique mugileaqve, CCatnll. p. 41, 42, edit. Tooian). Hone mugilia 
intrat« (JiivnuU, Satir. x» 317). Huoe permitixere cakmes (Horat 
I. i, Satir. ii, 44) famflie stuprandum dedU • • . fraud! non fiiit, 
(Val. Maxim. I. Vi, c. I, NMS). 

« Thia law ia noticed by Uvy, (ii, 8), and Plutarch, (in PubUcoIa, 
torn, if p. 187); and it fuUy justifiea the public opinion on the death 
of Caear, which Suetonius could publish under the imperial govern* 
ment. Jure csraus ezistimatur, (in Julio, c. 76). Bead the letters 
that paaaad between Cicero and Marius a few months after the ides 
of March, (ad Fam. zi, 27, 28). 

' Tlfurv )i Ahttuti Tw ri ^iifif** »cirtitvT$, Thucydid. L i, c. 6. 
The historian who considers this circtunstance as the test of civiliza- 
tion, would disdain the barbarism of an European court. 
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cuAP. the Romsnft; and, during the two pnrert agc9, 
*"^'' from the establishment of equal freedom to the 
end of the Punic wars, the cky wat nei^^er dis- 
turbed by sedition, and rarely^poUuted with atro- 
cious crimes. The failure of penpl laws was 
more sensibly fdt when every vice was inflam- 
ed by faction at home and dominion abroad. In 
the time of Cicero, each private* citizen enjoyed 
the privilege of anarchy ; teach minister of the 
repuUic was exalted to the temptati^ma of regal 
power, and ti^eir virtues are entitled to the 
wannest praise as the spontaneous fruits of na- 
ture or philosophy. After a triennial indulgence 
of hnt, rapine, and cruelty, Verres, the tyrant of 
Sicily, could only be sued for the pecuniary res- 
titution of three hundred thousand {bounds ster- 
Img ; and such was the tempef of the lawa, the 
judgefiT, and perhaps the accuser himseU^ that 
on refunding a thirteenth part of his plunder, 
Verres could retire to^neasyand luxuripus exile* 
5111 Vu' ^^^ ^"^ imperfect attempt to restore the pro- 
jiishmentt. portion of crimes and punishments, was niade hj 
the dictator SyUa» who, in the mid3tof hia san- 
guinary triumph, aspired to restrain the license, 
rather than to oppress tlje liberty^ of the Romans. 
He gloried in the arbitrary proscription of four 

' lie first rated at mitUcs (800,0001.) tlie damages of S!c!1y, CDIvlna* 
ii&in Caeciliuna, c. H), which he afterwards reduced to ^uadringentUt, 
(3^0,0001.— 1. Actio in Verrem, c. 18), and was finally content with 
iricies^ (24,0001.) Plutarch in Ciceron. (torn, iii, p. 1584) h9s not 
dissemble^ the popi9})|r suspicion and report. ' 

■ Verres lived near thirty years after his trial, tin the 6tcopd tri- 
umvirate, when he was proscribed by the taste of MariL Antony for 
fhe sake of his Corinthian plate, (IHin.' Hfst. Natur. ixiciv» 3), 



thDiisaiid fleven iniimkeii citizens.* B«ft in t&e cuap^ 
fcrharacter uf a Iq^islator, %e Kspected the prcju^ ««^^U 
dices of tlie times ; and initead of pronoumcing a 
sentence of death against the robber or assassin, 
the general who betrayed an army, or tlie magis* 
trate who ruined a {^orince, Sylla was content 
to aggravate the pecaniary damages by the pe* 
nalty of exile» or, }n more constitutional lan^- 
guage, by t^e interdiction of fire and water. Th^ 
Cornelian, and afterwards the Ppmpeian and 
Julian laws, introduced a new system of criminai 
jurisprudence ;^ and the emparors, from Augus- 
tus to Justinian, disguised their increasmg ri- 
gour under the names of the originat authors. 
But the invention mid frequent use of extraordi- 
nary pains^ proceeded £rom the desire to extend 
and conceal the progress of despotism. In th6 
condemnaticm of illustrious Romans, the senate 
was always prepared to confound, at t^^ will oS 
their masters, the judicial and legislative powers. 
It was the duty of the governors to maintain the 
peace of their province, by the arbitrary and ri^ 
gid administration of justice ; the freedom of the 

* Such is the number assigned hy Valerius Mfucimus, (1. ix^ c. 2« 
^\ 1). Floras (iv, 81) distinipiisheB SOOO senators and knights ; 
Appian (de Bell. Civil* L i, c* 95, torn ii, p. 13S» edit* Schwcigseuser) 
more accurately computes 40 victims of the senatorian rankt and ISOO 
of the equestrian census or order, 

^ For the penal law, (l^eees Comelj«, Pompeii, JtOase, of Syila, 
Pompeyt and the Ccpsars). see the sentences of Paulus, 1. iv, tit. zvai^ 
XXX, p. 497*328, edit. Schultitv); the Gregorian Code, '(Fragment* 
\, xi\, p. 705, 70S, in Schulting) ; the CoUatio Legum Mosaicarum et 
Honuuiarum, (tit. i-xv) ; the Theodosian Code, (1. ix) ; the C<Nk of 
Justinian, (1. ix) ; the Pandects, (xlviii) ; the InsUtutes, <L iv, tit* 
^viii), and the Greek version of Theophilus, (p. 917-956), 

VOL. VIII. H 
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CHAP, city evaporated in the exteiit<>f empire, and tEe 
ic^/iTai Spanish malefactor, who claimed the privil^e 
of a Roman, was devnted by the command of 
Galba oa a fairer and more lofty oross.^ Occa- 
sional rescripts issued from the throne to decide 
the questions, which, by their novelty or iniport- 
ance, appeared to surpass the authority and dis- 
cernment of a proconsul. Transportation and 
beheading were reserved for honourable persons; 
meaner criminals were either hanged or burnt 
or buried in the mines, or exposed to the wild 
beasts of the amphitheatre. Armed robbers 
were pursued and extirpated as the enemies of 
society ; the driving away horses or cattle yrs^ 
made a capital offence;*^ but simple theft was 
uniformly considered as a m^re civil and private 
injury. The degrees of guilt, and the modes of 
punishment, were too often determined bpthe 
discretion of the rulers, and the subject was left 
in ignorance of the legal danger which he might 
incur by .every action of his life. 
Measure of A sin, a v(ce, a crinae, are the olyetts t>f theo- 
'**"** logy, ethi^, and jurisprudence. Wheneveir their 
judg(Qents agree, they corroborate each other ; but 

' • It was a gaardian who had poisoned his ward. The crime wts 
atrocious ( yet th6 punishment is rieckdned by Suetonius (c' 9) among 
. 'tfa«^actif in which Oaiha shewed lilmself^acer vehement, et in delicti; 
coercendis immodicus. ^ ^ ,< ,^ . ? 

' ' The abactored ot abigeatores, who drove one horse, or two macff 
or oxeli, orfive hogs^ or t^n ^ts, wefe subject tb capftaT punish- 
ment, (Paul. Sentettt. Recept. h iv, lit. xtiii,' p. 497, 498.) Httdnah, 
<ad CoDcil;' BsEttcaB), most severe where the offence Was mddt flf^qu^ntf 
condemns the criminals, ad gladium, ludi damnatiohem; (l^ipian, de 
Officio Proconsulis, 1. viii, in CoUatiotie Legum Mosaic, et Rom. tit. 
xi, p. t85)* . . : . . 



OF THE BOkMAN SMP»«. 99 

US oftea as^hej differ* a prudent leg«llttor afiprie* c h ap. 
tiates the guUt and punishment according to the ^^^^^^ 
measure of social injury. On this principle, th^ 
most daring attack on the life and property of a 
private citizen, is judged less abrocious than th^ 
crime of treason or rebellion, which invades the 
7nc0esty of the republic : the obseqiiious civilians 
unanimously pronounced, that the republic is 
contained in the person of its chief: and the 
edge of the Julian law was sliarpened by the in- 
cessant diligence of the emperors. T]lie. licen- 
tious commerce of the sexes may be tolerated a# 
an impulse of nature, or forbidden as ^source 
of disorder and corruption : but the fame, tii^ 
fortunes, the family of the husband, are seriously 
injured by the adultery of the wife. The wisdom 
t>f Augustus, after curbing the freedcnn of re- 
venge, applied to this domestic offeqce the ani^ 
madversion of thQ law^ : and th$ guilty parties, 
after the payment of heavy forfeitures and fines, 
were condemned to long or perpetual exile in 
two separate islands.^ Religion pronpunces an 
equal <;ensvire against the infidelity of the hus^ 
band ; but as it is not accompanied by the same 
civil effects, the wife was never permitted to vin- 
dicate her wrongs/ and the distinction of simple 

* Till tl^e publication of tbe Julius Paulus of Schulting, (1. ii, Ut 
xxvi, p. 317«S23), it was affinnfed and believed, that the Julian laws 
ponished adultery with death ; and the mistake arose from the fraud 
or error of Tribonian. Yet Lipsius had suspected the truth from the 
narratives of Tacitns, (Annal. ii, 50 ; iii, 24 ; |v> 42), and ^ven from 
the practice of Ai^ustus, who distinguish^ the treoMHO^ frailties pf 
his female kindred. 

' In cases of adultery* Severus confined to the husband the right 
4[ public accusation, (Cod. Justinian, 1. ix, tit* i^t ^fg* !)• Nor is 

H 2 tl^U 
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CHAR f>r dMbfe ackdtefy, M fkaiiljw aod SO impo 
^1^^^ itt the cancm lair, is unkBotm to the jtiri^ru- 
unnaturai dencc of the codc atid (Widectft. I toQch witti 
*^ relqctaace, and despatch- with impatieace, a m(xe 
pdiOM vice, of whlcb modesty rejects tke iiame« 
and nature abominates the idi^. The prutiitive 
Rooians were infected by the example x>f the 
Etruscans" and Grteks:*" in the mad abuse of 
prosperity and power, avety j^asure that is in- 
nocent was deemed insipid ; and the Scatinian 
law,* which had been extorted by an act of vio- 
lence, was insen»My aboKshed by the lapse of 
time and the multitude of criminals. By this law, 
the rape, perhaps tiie seduction, of an ingenuous 
youth, was compensated, as a personal injury, by 
the poor damageii of ,ten thousand sesterces, or 
fourscore pounds ; the ravisher mig]bit be slain b? 
the resi^aace or revenge of chastity ; and I wish 
to beti^ire, that a^ Rooiei as i|i Athens, the yo- 

(his pritUe^e uojust— so different ^« the efects o/ male or female In- 
fidelity. 

« Timon, (). i), and t^ieopon^fus, (I. xliii, apud Athenaeum, L xii, 
p. 517), diESscribe the Iqxury ahd lust of the Etruscans : ir§Xv ftvfTu 
yi ^cttfu^t ^tnovrts r»is itai^ixcu rets fiiifaxms* .About the same period, 
XA. U. C. 445), the Roman youth studied in Etruria, (Liv. ix, 36). 

^ The Persians had been oorrnpUKl in the aatne schodl : «^' rnxxti^m 
fiMinrti *a49i fu^y^^reu^ (Herodot. 1. 1, c. 135). A curio^is distfertatioc 
might be formed on the introduction oJT paederasty after the time of 
Homer, its progress amdng the 'Greeks' of Asia and Europe, the ve- 
b^menice of theii* passioniB, and the thin device of virtue and friend- 
9^ip vhich amused the philosophers of Athene Bnt, soelera csteodi 
is^rtet dtn»( puniantiir, ibficondi flagiUa* 

< * The name, the dtfte, and the provisions of this law, are equallj 
doubtfUl, (Gravina, Opp. p. 4S3, 433.' Heineedus, Hist. Jur. Rom. 
N<». 108. Ernest!, Clav. Ciceron. in In^ice Legura). Bnt I will ob 
serve that then^/iincfa Venus of the honest German is styled overM bj 
the more poUte Italian. 
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hinttirf tad eflfbminat^ deserter of bis sex was chap. 
degraded from the hbooiuv md the rigfats of a ci- ^J;!!;^ 
tiz^i;^ But the practice ^ viqe was not discou- 
raged by the severity of op»iion : the imlelible 
stain of manhood was confai^ded with the more 
vcaofml tfMsgresisiOBs 0f fornication and adultery^ 
nor #ad the licehttouf; jbver exposed to the j^me 
dishonour Which he ifiifMressed on the mtde or 
female partner of hi$ guilt. From Catullus to 
Juvenal,^ the p^tf^ ac^we und celehrftti^ the de- 
g^eneracy of the tim^s^ :wd the reformation of 
mtonirti Was feebly at^inpted by the reason and 
authority of the civUiai>9» till the most yirtuoug 
of the Caesars pro8m1)ed th^ »m against natui^ 
as a cHme* against sacJety-"" 

A new spirit of legtfrlatk^n^ respectable e^en in Riipottr of 
its ertior,' arose in tbe.empAre wiiA thereH&iouof liilcxn^ 
Constantine.^ Thefatfs of Bloses twre i^oeived ^^^ 
as the diTine original iofiuttice^i' a^ tte ChHstiati 
princes adapted their peHal itatuti^s to the de* 

^ See the oration ot ^schines ag^nst the catamite Timacchus, (in 
Reiske, Qrator. GrsBC. torn, iiii p. ^-liB4). 

' A crowd of diQgracefiii imi^ages will force themselve; on %}ke mt- 
mory of the ciaaisic readef : I w{U ooJy remin4 b^ of the cool declar- 
ation of Ovid.-^ ^ 

Odi (Sencttbitus q^ii non 'Btrumque resolvunt. 
Hoc est ^uod pner^in langar amore mill^8. 

™ uElius* Lainpridius, in Vit. Heliogajbal. in Hist. August, p. 113. 
Aurelius Victor, in Pfailippo, Codex Theodos. 1. ix, tit. Tii, le^. 7, and 
QodefvQfB,C6inmenUsejt tMs. iil, p. ^S. Ifheodosips iil^oiished the , 
subterraneous brothels of Home^ in which theprositution of both sexes 
was acted with impunity. 

' * See the laws of Consiantine and his sUoessors against adultery, 
sodomy, &C« in the Theodosian (1. ix, tit* vii, leg. 7; I. xi, tit. xxxvi, 
leg. i, 4} and Justinian Codes, (I. ix, tit. ix, leg. 30, 31). These 
princes speak the language of passion as well as of justice, andfrau(|» 
ftlently ascribe their own severity to the first Cissars. 

h3 
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cHAl»^ grees of moral and religious turpitude. Adulferjr 
^[;'y;,, was first declared tb be a capital offence v the 
frailty of the sexes was assimilated to poison or 
assassination, to sorcery or parricide; the same 
penalties were inflicted on the passive and active 
guilt of paederasty ; and all criminals of free or 
servile condition were either drowned or behead- 
ed, or cast alive into the avenging flames. The 
adulterers were spared by the common sympathy 
of mafikirid ; but the lovers of their own sex were 
pursued by general and pious indignation ; the 
impure ttiAnners of Greece still prevailed in the 
cities of Asia, and every vice was fomented by 
the celibacy of the m6nks and clergy. Justinian 
relaxed the punishment at least of female infide- 
lity; the guilty spouse w^ only condemned to 
solitude and penance, 'and at the end of two 
years she mi^it be reealled to the arms of a 
ibrgiving husband; But the siame emperor de- 
clared himself the' iniplacable enemy of unmanly 
lust, and the cruelty of his persecution can 
scarcely be excused by the purity of bis motives." 
In defiance of every principle of justice,- he 
stretched to past as well as future ofltences the 
operations of his edicts, with the previous al- 
lowance of a short respite for confession and 
pardon. A painful death was inflicted by the 
amputation of the sinful instrument, or the in- 
sertion of sharp reeds into the pores and tubes 
of most exquisite sensibility ; and Justinian de- 

* Justinian, Novel. Ixxvii, cxxxiv, cxlL Procopius, in Anecdot, 
c. 11* 16, with the Notes of the Alemannus. Tbeophanes, ^151. 
Cedrenu8y p. 368. Zonarcq, 1. xiv, f, 64. 
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fended ih^if^r(ipii^y^<di^^ ciiAf* 

criiikinftl3 would hlivje lost their hands, had th^ .. ^^^^* 
been ccmt^icted of. ^mnkge* In this state (^dis* 
grace and agony, two bi6hoj>s> Isaimh of Rhodes^ 
and Alexander of DiospoUs^ were dragged tbraugk 
the streets of Constantinople, while their lirethrefli 
were.admpnished by the }i:oiee of a crier,, to oIh 
serve this awful lesson, and not to pollute the 
sajictitypf their charact^. Perhaps these prfelateS' 
were iaoocent. A senteiice of dc^th and ^ifamy 
was oftf^ti founded on the sligiitandsuspicious evt* 
dence of a child or a sefraUt; the guilt of the 
green fa^ti^n, of the rich, and of the enemies. of 
Thep4pir% WA9 prej^umedhy the judges^ and pa&» 
derasty became the crime of those, to whom no 
crime could be imputed. A French philosopher^ 
has dared to remark, that whatever is secretmiist 
be doubtful, imd th#t;Our natural harnor of vice 
may be almsad as an eqgine of tyranny. . Biit the 
favourable pemiasion of the same writer, that a 
legislator may confide in tl^ taste and reason of 
mankind, is impeached by the unwelcome disco* 
very of the s^tiquity ^d e^^tent of the disease.** 

i» Montesquieu, £!sprit des Loix, 1. zii, c. C, Hiat eloquent philo- 
sopher ^jortciiiafes the rights of liberty and of 'Jiatuiv, which should 
never be placed in opposition t<r)Micb 9^her* ■ . . 

* For the corruption of Palestine, 2000 years before the Christian 
era, see the history and laws of Mose^ Ancient Gaul is stigmatized 
hj Diodorus Siculus, (torn, i, J* v, p. 3^6) | China by the Mabometan 
and Christian travellers, (Ancient relations of India and China, p. 34^ 
translated by Uenaudot, and his bitter critic the t*^re Premare, Lettrea 
Edifiantes, torn, zil, p. 435), and native America by the Spanish 
historians, (GarcUassode la Vega, 1. iii, c^l3, Rycaut's translation; and 
Dictionaire de Bayle, torn, iii, p. 88). I believe, and hope, that the 
negroes, in their own country, ^ere exempt from this moral pestilen(:c^ 
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euATj Tlit*ftM cMimii of Aibeas aa4 RotM ^ogGiyei, 
^^^; in all Grimiiial cues, tfce idv^luable privilege of 
judcmeiito Mug tried by their cDimtry/ 1. Th^ a^ai 
^^^ sbtratton of j«st!ce it thB mMt andeiit office of 
a prince ! it was exercised bjr t}ie Romi^ kkigs^ 
aisd abused by Tarquin ; wbo«lone, without law 
er coiuncil, pronounced tie arbilvary judgments. 
The irst eontfUls succeeded U^ this regal ppemga- 
tive; bnt tbe sacred rigbt of af^al soon ah0li^€d 
tbe jwrisdictioQ of the magistrates^ and all public 
causes were decided by the supreme tribtmal of 
the people. But a wild democracy, superior to the 
forms, too often disdains the essential prkiciptes, 
of jusdce: tiie pride of despotism was et^venomed 
by plebeian envy, and tbe beroes of Athena miglit 
sometimes a^kmd the happiness of the Fn^an, 
whose fate depended on the caprice of a si?^ 
tyrant. Some salutary restraints, imposed by the 
people on thdr own passions, wei« at once the 
cause and ^ect of the gravity md temperance of 
the Romans. The right of accusation tras cob^ 
fined to tlie ma^teites. A vote of the thirty-five 
tribes could inflict a fine : but the cognizance of 
all capital crimes was reserved by a fundamental 
law to the assembly of tjie centuries, in which th^ 
weight of influence and property was sure to pre- 

' The imprortatit subject of the public questions and judgments at 
Rome is explained with much learning, and in a classic style, bj 
Charies Sigonius, (!• iii* de Judiciis, in Opp. torn, iii, 679*864) ; ancl 
a good abridgment may be found in the Republiqua Romaine of Beau- 
fort, (torn, ii, 1. V, p. I'-121). Those who Wish formor^ abstruse law, 
niay study Noodt, (d^ JuriSdictione et Imperio Libri duo, torn, i, p. 
93-134) ; Heineccius, (ad Pandect 1. i et ii, ad Institut L iv, tit. 
xv\i ; Element, ad Antiquitat.). and Gravina, (Opp. 230-351). 
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pmitSfSil^ AqwaMd |>r6clasilMionik imd.a^' chap. 



jounoMSte w*i?e ittteit>oBcd* to aUow tarie for ^^^^ 



prqiiidioe aod tesentmesit to subside; tht whole 
ptFOceeding nnght be aimuUed by a s€»scHiable 
aixuen, or th^ oppositioa of a tribnite ; and such 
popular trials irere commonly less fonnidable to 
imioMQCe^ than tliqr were fttraorable to guilt* 
But this union, of the judicml and tegislatiire 
p^w«rs» leftit doiibt£ul whether Ifae accused party 
wnf^ pajMlcmodl or aoqpiitted ; and In the defence of 
aa illustrkHis dient» the orators cf Rome and 
Athens addressed their argninents to the p€i-» 
licy end faenevdenee, as well as to tl^ juK^ice, of 
th«ir sovereign. $• The tafik of ccmvening Sh^ 
citiaens i&t the trial of eath bffiender became mora 
diffioil^ as the citizens and the oflbnders dentin 
nvmily multiplied ; and the r^y expedient Was 
lodopted of delegating the jurisdietiou of the 
peo^e to the ordinary magisttatesyor to al4M0^-» 
nary inquisiii^n's. In the first ages these (Juesttons 
were rare and ooeasional. In the' b^iuning of 
the seventh cootury of Rome tbey were mlide 
perpetual ; four pretors were annually enipowar^ 
ad to sit in judgment on the state oiiences of 
treason, extomtion, peculation, and bribery ; and 
Syl)a added new pretors and new questions fbt 
those crimes which more directly injure the safety 
of individuals. By these inquisitors the trial was 
prepared and directed ; but they could pnly prot- 
nounce the sentence of the majority ofjWg-e^, who 
with some truth, and more prejudice, have been 
compared to the English juries/ To discharge Sdect 

judges* 
* The o0ice» both at Rome aod in Eo^^^and, must b9 CQO^ideccd 
as an occasioiial duty, and not a magistracy or profession. But the 

olliigation 
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CHAP« tUf^ important tfaougb burdensome oI&cb, soi mi- 
^^^^' nual Ibt of ancient and respectable citisens was 
fcnrroed bjr the pretor. After many oonstitatieiDd 
struggles, they were chosen itii equal numbers 
from the. senate^liie equestrian ord^^and the 
people ; four hundred and fifty were apppointed 
f(Mr single questions ; and the various rolls o^ de- 
curies of judges must have contained the names 
of some thousand JEUmians, who represented the 
judicial authority of tiie stat& In eadi parth 
oilar cause, a sufficient number was drawn frcNUi 
the urn; their integrity was guarded by ao 
oath; the, mode of ballot secured thek inde- 
pendence ; the suspidrai of partiality was re* 
moved by the mutual challenges of the accuser 
and defendant : and the judges of Milo» by the 
retrenchment of fifteen on each side, were re- 
duced to fifty*one vmces or tablets, of acquittal^ 
of condemnati(m, or of favourable doubt.^ S. In 
his civil jurisdiction, the pretor of the city ^as 
truly a J9dg^» Bnd almost a l^islator ; but as 
somt as he had prescribed the action of lamr, he 
oftai referred to i^ delegate the d^ermination 
of the fact. With the increase of legisil proceed* 
in|g, the tribunal of the centumvirs, in which he 
presided, acquired more weight and reputation. 
But whether he acted alone, or with the advice 
of his council, the most absolute powers might be 

obligation of aif unanimous verdict in pecuKtr to our laws, wliich 
condemn the jurymen to undergo the torture from whence th^ have 
exempted the criminal. 

* We are Ihdebted for this interesting Tact to a fVagme&t of Asconius 
PedUypus, who flourished under the reign of Tiberius* The loiss of 
his Commentaries^ on the Orations of Cicero has deprived us of a valu- 
ahle fund of historieal^and'Ieg&l knowledge. 
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trusted to a magiistrat^ who was amkually chosen ckAK 
by the votes of the people. The rules and pre- J^^^' 
cautions of freedom have required some expla-» 
nation ; the order of despotism-is simple and in- 
animate. Befbte the age of Justinian, or perhaps 
of Diocletimi, tb^ deeuries of Bk>man judges had 
sunk to an empty title; the humble advice of the 
asses^rs might be ^epted or despised^, and in AsMsson. 
eaeh tribunal >the civil and criminal jurisdiction 
ivas administei^d by a single magistrate, who was 
raised and disgraced by the will of the emperor. 

A Roman accused of any .ca{H^tal crime ndgfat* voluntary 
prevent the sentepceOf the law by voluntary exile» SatiiT"* 
or death. Till his guilt had-been legally proved, 
his innocence ii<^as presumed, and his person was 
free ;; till the votes of the last century had been 
counted and declared, be might peaceably secede 
to any of the allied cities of Italy, or Greece^ 
or A^ia." His famje and fortunes were preservf^ 
e4» at least to his. children, by this civil death; 
and be might stUl be happy in every rational and 
sensual ei\joyment, if a mind accustomed to th^ 
ambitious tumult of Rome could support the u- 
niformity and silence of Rhodes or Athens. A 
bolder effort was required to escape from the ty- 
ranny of the Geesars; but this effort was render- 
ed familiar by the maxims of the stoics, the ex- 
ample of the bravest Romans, and the legal en- 
couragements of suicide. The bodies of con- * 
demned criminals were exposed to public igno- 
miny, and their children, a more serious evil, 

« Poljrb. h vif p. 643. The extension of the empire and city of 
Rome, obliged the exile to seek a more distant place of retirement. 
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CHAF. n^er^ )rediiced to poverty by the confiscatiott of 
.^!^ their fortanes. But if the victims of Tiberius 
and Nero anticipated the decree of the i»iiice or 
senate, their courage lind despatch were recom- 
pensed by the applause of the public^ the decent 
honours pf burial, and the validity of their tes- 
taments.* The exquisite avarice and cruelty of 
Domitian appear to have deprived the unfortu- 
nate of this last consolatioDi and it was still de- 
nied even by the clemency of the Antonines. 
A voluntaiy death, which, tii the cSse of a capi- 
tal offence, intervened between the accusation 
9nd the sentence, was admitted as a confession 
of guilt, and the spoils of the deceased were 
saised by ^e inhuman x^laims of the treasury/ 
Yet the civilians have always reacted the 
natural right of a citlsen to dispose of bis life; 
and the posthumous disgrace invenied by Tar- 
quin' to check the despair of his subjects, was 
never revived or imitated by succeeding tyrants. 
The powers of this world have indeed lost their 
dominion over him who is resolved on death; 
and his arm can only be restrained by the reli- 
gious apprehension ct a future state. . Suicides 

^ Qui de se i^tuebant, humabantur corpora, manebant testamen- 
ta ; pffftium iofdaandt Tacit. AnnaL ▼!, tSt with tfad notes of i.ip* 
sius. 

y Julius Paulud, (Setitent Kecept. L v, tit. xiij p. 476) ; the Pan- 
decU, (I» xlviiit tit. ud) $ the Code, 0* ix, tit* i.) ; Bynlcershoelc, (torn. 
i, p. 39; Obwrrat. J. C. B. iv, 4), and Mo«te8qiiieii» <Bt]irik des 
Loix, L xxlx, c. 9), define the dvil limitations of the liberty and pri- 
vileges of suicide. The crimisal penalties are the production of a 
later and darker Age. 

■ Plin. Hist. Natnr. xxzvi, 1^4. When he fatigued his sutjects in 
building the Capitol, many of the labourers weve provoked tm despatch 
themselves ; he nailed >heir dead bodies to crosses. 
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are enumerated by Vii^gil among ^he unfortunate, c h a*-. 
rather than the guilty;* and the poetical fables ^^tll'y\ 
of the infernal shacles could not seriously influence 
the faith or practice of mankind. But theprecepts 
of die gospel, or the church, have at length im- 
posed a pious servitude on the minds of ChristiaR§^ 
and condemn them to expect, without a murmur, 
the last stroke of disease or the executioner. 

The penal statutes form a very small propor^ Abuses of 
tion of the sixty-two books of the cpdp and pan- prud^nwT 
dects ; and, in all judicial proceeding, the life or 
death of a .citizen is determined with less cau-r 
tion and delay than the most ordinary question 
of covenant or inheritance. This singular dis- 
tinction, though something may be allowed for 
the urgent necessity of defending the peace of 
society, is derived from the nature of criminal 
and civil jurisprudence. Our du ties to the state 
are simple and uniform ; the l^W by which he 
is condemned, is inscribed not only on brass or 
marble, but on the cpnsciencp of the pffender, 
and his guilt is commonly proyed by thp testi- 
mony of a single fact. But our relations to each 
other are various and infinite : o\ir obligations 
are created, annulled, and modified, by injuries 
benefits, and promises; and the interpretation 
of voluntary contracts and testaments, which are 
often dictated by fraud or ignorance, affords t 
long and laborious exercise *o the sagacity of the 

• The sole resemblance of a violent and premature death has en^ 
gaged Virgil (iEneid, vi, 434j-489) to confound suicides with iniknt*, 
lover^ and persons unjustly condemn^. Heyne, the best of his o- 
ditors, is at a loss ip deduce the id^a, or ascertain the jurisprudence, 
of the Eoman poet. 
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CHAF. judge. The business of life is multiplied by the 
^^^^: extent of commerce and dominion, and the re- 
sidence of the parties in the distant provinces of 
an empire* is productive of doubt» delay^ and in- 
evitable appeals from the local to the supreme 
magistrate. Justinian, the Greek emperor of 
Constantinople and the East, was the legal suc- 
cessor of the Latian shepherd who had planted a 
colony on the banks of the Tiber. In a period 
of thirteen hundred years, the laws had reluctant- 
ly followed the changes of government and man- 
.ners ; and the laudable desire of concUiating an- 
cient names with recent institutions, destroyed 
the harmony, and swelled the magnitude, of the 
pbscure and irregular system. The laws which 
{excuse on any occasions the ignorance of their 
{subjects, confess their own ipiperfections ; the 
C^ivil jurisprudence, as it was, abridged by Justi- 
nian, still continued a mysterious science and a 
profitable trade, and the innate perplexity of the 
study was involved in tenfold darkness by the 
.private industry of the practitioners. The ex- 
pence of the pursuit sometimes exceeded the value 
of the prize, and the fairest rights were aban- 
doned by the povjerty or prudence of the claim- 
ants. Such costly justice might, tend to abate the 
spirit of litigation, but the unequal pressure 
serves only to increase the inf^uenqevof the rich, 
a^id to aggravate the misery of the poor. By 
these dilatory and expensive proceedings, the 
wealthy pleader obtains a more certain advan- 
tage than he could hope from the accidental cor- 
ruption ojf his judge. The experience of an a- 



.OF THB ROMAN EMPIRB. Ill 

buse» from which our own age and country are chap. 
not perfectly exempt, may sometimes provoke ^^^^^* 
a generous indignation, and extort the hasty 
wish of exchanging pur elaljprate jurisprudence 
for the simple and summary decrees of a Turk- 
ish cadhi. Our calmer reflection will suggest, 
that such forms and delays sixe necessary to 
guard the person and property of the citizen; 
that the discretion of the judge is the first en- 
gine 6f tyranny, and that the laws of a free peo- 
ple should foresee and determine every question 
that may probably arise in the exercise of power 
and the transactions of industry. But the go- 
vernment of Justinian united the evils of liberty 
jEUid servitude ; and the Romans were oppressed 
at the same time by the multiplicity of their 
laws and the arbitrary will of their master. 
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Their settiement on the Iknube^-^Ctrnque^t iff Jiafy ig 
the Lombards — Adnptiw ond reign of Tiberiu^^^^ 
Mauriee'^tate of Italy under the Lomiaris and Mc 
exarchs — Of Ravenna — Distress ef Rome^^Charactcr 
ffud pontificate of Gregory I. 



GHAP. X-luRiNG the last years of Justiniaii^ his infirm 
„^,,,*,.J^ mind was devoted to heavenly contemplatioD, 
Death of and be neglectejl ^he business of the lower wcnrld. 
jLDr565. His subjects were impatient of the long conti* 
^qy. i4f. nuance of his lifig lyid jr^ign : yet all who were 
capable of reflection^ apprehended the moment 
of his death, which might invq|Ve the capital in 
tumult, and the empire in ciyil war. Seven 
nephews* of the childless monarch, the sons or 
grandsons .qf his brother and sister, had been edu- 
cated ia.the $plendqur of a princely fortune; they 
had been sbp'fv^a in h^h comman49 to thft pro- 
vinces and armies; their characters were known, 
their followers were zealous^and as the jealousy of 
age postponed the declaration of a successor^ they 
might expect with equal hopes the inheritance o( 

* See the family of Justin and Justinian in the Familite Byzan- 
tlnffi of Ducange, p. 69-101. The devout civilians, Ludeing (in 
Vit. Justinii^. p. 131) and Heineccius, (Hist. Juris Roman, p. 374)) 
have «ince illustrated the genealogy of their favourite prince 
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their uncle. He expired in his palace after a chap. 
reign of thirt)r.eight years ; and the decisive op- ^ .^ ^ ^ Jil^ . 
portunity was embraced by the friends of Justin 
the son of Vigilantia.^ At the hour of midnight^ 
his domestics were awakened by an importunate 
crowd, who thundered at his door, and obtained 
admittance by revealingthemselves to be the prin- 
cipal members of the senate. These welcome 
deputies announced the recent and momentous 
secret of the emperor's decease: reported, or per- 
haps invented, his dying choice of the best be- 
loved and most deserving of his nephews, and con- 
jured Justin to prevent th^ disorders of the multi- 
tude, if they should perceive^ with the return of 
light, that they were left without a master. After 
composinghis countenance to surprise, sorrow, and 
decent modesty, Justin, by the advice of his wife 
Sophia, submitted to the authority of the senate. 
He was conducted with speed and silence to the 
palace ; the guards $aUited their new sovereign^ 
and the martial and J^eligious rites of his corona- 
tion were diligently accomplished. By the hands 
of the proper officers he was invested with the im- 
perial garments, the r€!d buskins, white tunic, and 
purple robe. A fortunate soldier, whom he in- 
stantly promoted to the rank of tribune, encircled 
his neck with a military collar: four robust ^ 
youths exalted him on a shield ; he stood firm 
and erect to receive the adoration of his subjects; 

*» In the story of Justin's elevation I have translated into simple 
and concise prose, the eight hundred verses of the two first books of 
Corippus, De Laudibus Justini, Appendix Hist. ByzanU p. 40U 
416, Rome, 1777. ^ 
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CHAP, and their choice was sanctified by the benedac^ 
^^^n-> **^^ ^^ ^^^ patriarch, who imposed the diadem 
lUign of on the head of an orthodox prince. The hippo- 
fj^the "* droroc was already filled with innumerable mnl- 
Younger, titudes ; and no sooner did the emperor appear 
Wov. i&- * Q» his^ throne, than the voices of the blue and the 
^wemblb* S^^^^ factionfS were confounded in the same loyal 
acclamations. In the speeches which Justin ad- 
di*essed to the senate and people, he promised to 
correct the abuses which had disgraced the age 
of hi» predecessor, displayed the maxims of a 
JSihT"' J"** ^^^ beneficent government, and declared, 
A. D. M6, that on the approaching calends of January »* he 
"*"*^ * would revive in bis own person the name andli* 
berality* of a Roman consul. The immediate dis* 
charge of his nucleus debts exhibited a solid pledge 
of his faith and generosity; a train of porters laden 
with bags of gold advanced into the mid^ of the 
hippodrome, and the hopeless creditors of Jus- 
tinian accepted this eqiiitaMe payment as a vo« 
rtintary gift. Before the end of three years, his 
example was imitated and surpassed by the em- 
press Sophia^ wha delivered many indig^fit citi- 
stcns from tl>e wdght of debt and usury : an act 
of benevolence the best entitled to gratitude, since 
it relieves the most intolerable distress ; but in 
which the bounty of a prince is the most liable to 
hj^ abused by the claims of prodigality and fraud.*^ 

* It is {surprising how Pag! (Critlea in Annal. Baron, torn, ii, p. 
639) could be texopted bj any chronicles to contradict the plain and 
decUiVe text of Corippus, (victna dona, I. in 854; vicina dies, I. ivv 
7), and' to postpone, till A. D. 567, the consulship of JustiQ. 

* Theophtn. Chronograph* p» 205. Whenever Cedrenus f»r Zo- 
fltfas are mere transciibers^ itis mj9erfluou9 to allege their testtfaioBj*- 
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On the seventh day of his reign, Justin gavii chap. 
audience to the aihbassadors of the Avars, and the ^^^- 
scfene was decorated to impress the barbarians Embassy 
with astonishment, veneration, and terror. From ^^*^® 
the palace-gate, the spacious cdurts and long a. d. s^6i 
porticoes were lined with the lofty crests and 
gilt bucklers of the guards, 1;i'ho presented their 
spears and axes with more confidence than they 
would have shewja in a field of battlci The of- 
ficers who exercised the power, or attended the 
person, of the prince; were attired in their rich- 
est habits, and arranged according to the mili- 
tary and civil order of the hierarchy. WTien the 
veil of the sanctuary was withdrawn, the ambas- 
sadors beheld the emperor df the East on his 
throne, beneath a canopy or domej which was sup- 
ported by four columns, and crowned with a winged 
figure of victory. In the first emotions of surprise^ 
they submitted to the servile adoration of the! 
Byzantine court; but as soon as they rose from the 
ground, Targetius, the chief of the embassy, ex-^ 
pressed the freedom and pride of a barbarian. He 
extolled, by the tongue of his interpreter, the 
greatness of the chagan, by whose clemency the 
kingdoms of the South were permitted to exists 
whose victorious subjects had traversed the frozen 
rivers of Scythiaj and who now covered the banks 
of the Danube with innumerable tents. The lat0 
emperor had cultivated, with iuinual and costly 
gifts, the friendship of a grateful monarch, and 
the enemies of Rome had respected the allies of 
the Avars, The same prudence would instruct thi 
nephew of Justinian to imitate the liberality of bit 

IS 
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CHAP, uncle, and to purchase the blessipgs of peace fFom 
an invincible people, who delightcid and excelled 
in the exercise of war. The reply of the em- 
peror was delivered in the same strain of Uaugbtj 
defiance, and he derived his confidence from the 
God of the Christians, the ancient glory of Rome, 
and the recent triumphs of Justinian* " Tbe 
" empire," said he, " abounds with men and 
" horses, and arms sufficient to defend our fron- 
" tiers, and to chastise the barbarians* You of- 
" fcr aid, you threaten hostilities : we despise 
" your enmity and your aid. The cptiquerors 
" of the Avars solicit our alliance; shall we dread 
"their fugitives and exiles?* The bounty of 
^* our uncle was granted to your misery, to your 
" humble prayers. From us you shall receive 
" a more important obligation, the knoM^ledge 
" of your own weakness. Retire frpm our pre* 
" sence ; the lives of ambassadors are safe ; and 
" if you return to implore our pardon, perhaps 
" you will taste of our benevolence." ^ On 
tl>e report of his ambassadors, the chagan was 

* Corippus* 1. in, 390. The unquestiooable wense relates to the 
Turks, the conquerors of the Avars ; but the word acuUor has no ap- 
parent meaninpf, and the sole MS. of Corippus, from whence the first 
edition (1^81, apud Plantin) wa» printed, i» no loA^r visible. The 
last editor* Foggini of Rome, has inserted the conjectural emendation 
ot aolJan: but the proofs of Ducange (JoinviHc, t)issert. xvi, p. 23g- 
9A0 Cor the early use of this title among the Turics and Persians, a;% 
iTcak or ambiguous. Ahd I must incline to the authority of d'Her- 
helot, (Biblioth^ue Orient, p. 825), who ascribes the word to the 
Arabic and Chaldsan tongues, and the date to the beginning of the 
3w2th centniy, when it was bestowed by the kllalif of Bagdad on Mah- 
pmd prince of Gazna, and conqueror of India. 

* For these characteristic sjieeches, compare tbe verse of Corippus 
(I. lit, 251-401) with the prose of Menander, (Excerpt. Legation, p. 
102» 103). Their diversity proves that they did not' copy each othcj; 
tUcir resemblance, that tliey drew from a common original. 
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awed by the apparent firmness of a Roriian em- chap. 
peror, of whose character and resources he was ^^^i^ 
ignorant. Instead of executing his threats against 
the eastern empire, he marched into th.e poor and 
savage countries of Germany, which were sub- 
ject to the dominion of the Franks- After two 
doubtful battles, he consented to retire ; and the 
Atistrasiah king relieved the distress of his camp 
with an iHin>ediate supply of corn and cattle.* 
Such repeated disappointments had chilled the 
spirit of the Avars ; and their power would have 
dissolved away in the Sarmatian desert, if the 
alliance of Alboin, king of the Lombards, had not 
given a new object to their arms, and n lasting 
settlement to their wearied fortunes. 

While Aiboin served under his father's stand- aj^o'** 
ard, he encountered in battle, and transpierced the Lom- 
virith his lance, the rival prince of the Gepidae. hfg ^^ur 
The Lombards, who apnfauded such early prow- ^^^^'^ »"<^ 

, * * , revenge. 

CSS, requested his father, with unanimous ac- 
clamations, that the heroic youth, who had shar- 
ed the dangers of the field, might be admitted 
to the feast of victory. " You are not unmind- 
" ful," replied the inflexible Audoin, ** of the wise 
** customs of our ancestors. Whatever may be 
«^ his merit, a prince is incapable of sitting at table 
** with his father till he has received his arms 
'* from a foreign and royal hand." Alboin bowed 
with reverence to the iiistitutions of his coun- 
try ; selected forty companions, and boldly visit- 
ed the court of Turisund king of the Gepidae, 

« For the Austrasian war, see Menander, (Excerpt. Legat. p. 110) ; 
Gregory of Tours, (Hist. Franc. 1. iv, c. 29), and Paul the deacon, <d« 
4»«3t. Langobard. 1. ii, c. 10). 

I 3 
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CHA^P- who embraced and entertained, according td the 
laws of hospitality, the murderer of his son. At 
the banquet, whilst Alboin occupied the seat of \ 
the youth whom he had slain, a tender remem- j 
brance arose in the mind of Turisund, ** How 
" dear is that place — ^how hateful istbatperson — " 
were the words that escaped, with a sigh, from the 
indignant father. His grief exasperated the na- 
tional resentment of the Gepidae; and Cunimund, 
his surviving son, was provoked by wine, or fra- 
ternal affection, to the desire of vengeance. " The 
** Lombards," said the rude barbarian, " resemble, 
^* in figure and in smelly the mares of our Sarma- 
" tian plains," And this insult was a coarse allu- 
sion to the white bands which enveloped their legs. 
^* Add another resemblance,'* replied an audadous 
Lombard; " you have felt how strongly they kick. 
** Visit the plain of Asfeld, and seek for the bones 
f* of thy brother : they are mingled with those of 
** the vilest animals.^' The Gepidae, a nation of 
warriors, started from their seats, and the fear- 
less Alboin, with his forty companions, laid their 
hands on their swords. The tumult was appeas- 
ed by the venerable interposition of Turisund. 
He saved his own honour and the life of his 
guest : and after the solemn rites of investiture, 
dismissed the stranger in the bloody arms of his 
son ; the gift of a weeping parent. Alboin re- 
turned in triumph ; and the Lombards, who ce- 
lebrated his matchless intrepidity, were com- 
pelled to praise the virtues of an enemy .^ In 

^ Paul Wasnefrid, the deacon of Friuli, de Gcst. Langobard. I U 
^. 23, 2'L Hi» pictures of Rational manners, though rudely sketched, 

are 
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this extniordinarir visit he had probably seen the cha^ 
daughter of Cunimund, who soon after ascended ^^' ^T,', ^ 
the throne of the Gepidae. Her name was Rosa- 
mond, an appellation expressive of female beauty, 
and which our own history or rom^mce has conse- 
crated to amorous tales. The king of the Lombards 
{thefather of Alboin no longer lived) wascontract* 
ed to the grand-daughter of Clovis; but the re- 
straints of faith and policy soon yielded to th^ 
hope of (Mssessing the fair Rosamond, and -of in^ 
suiting her family and nataon. The arts of per- 
suasion were tried without success ; and the im- 
patient lover, by force and stratagem, obtained 
the object of his desires. War was the consequence 
which heforesawand solicited ; but the Lombards 
could not long witiistand the furious assaul^of the 
Oepidae, who were sustaine4'|)y a Roman army. 
And as the offer of inarriage was rejected with 
contempt, Alboin was compelled to relkiquish hts 
prey, and to partake of the disgrace which he 
had inflicted on the house of Cunimund.^ 

When a public quarrel is envenomed by private "^^ Lom- 

- . . ,, , . .11.. bards and 

injiines, a blow that is not mortal or decisive can Avars de- 
be productive only of a short truce, which allows k*n°g ^^ 
the unsuccessful combatant to sharpen hisarmsfor kingdom 
a new encounter. The strength of Alboin had pid«, 
been found unequal to the gratification of his love, 
ambition, and revenge : he condescended to im- 
plore the formidable aid of the chagan ; and the 

are more lively and faithful than those of Bede, or Gregory of 
Tours. 

* The story is told by an impostor, (Tbeophylact. Simocat. 1. v^ 
c. 10) ; but he had art enough to build his fictions on public and n^ 

tariaus facts* 
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C H AP. arguments that he employed are expressive of the 
^^^* art and policy of the barbarians. In the attack of 
the Gepidae, he had been prompted by the just 
desire of extirpating a people whom their alliance 
with the Roman empire had rendered the com- 
mon enemies of the nations, and the personal a<i- 
versaries of the chagan. If the forces of the Avars 
and the Lombards should unite in this g-Iorious 
quarrel, the victory was secure, and the reward 
inestimable : the Danube, the Hebrus, Italy, and 
Constantinople, would be exposed, wiUiout a bar- 
rier, to their invincible arms. But if they hesitated 
or delayed to prevent the malice of the RomaDs, 
the same spirit which had insulted, would pursue 
the Avars to the extremity of the earth. These 
specious reasons were heard by the chagan with 
coldness and disdjiip : he detained the Lombard 
ambassadors in his camp, protracted the nego- 
tiation, and by turns alleged his want of inclina- 
tion, or his want of ability, to undertake this im- 
portant enterprise. At length he signified the 
ultunate price of his alliance, that the Lombards 
should immediately present him with the tithe of 
their cattle; that the spoils and. captives should 
be equally divided ; but that the lands of the Ge- 
pidae should become the sole patrimony of the 
Avars. Such hard conditions ^vere eagerly ac- 
cepted by the passions of Alboin ; and as the Ro- 
mans were dissatisfied with the ingratitude and 
perfidy of the Gepidae, Justin abandoned that in- 
corrigible people to their fate, and remained the 
tranquil spectator of this unequal conflict. The 
^espair of Cunimund was activ^ and dangerous. 
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He was informed that the Avars had entered his chap. 
confines ; but on the strong assurance, that, af- 
ter the defeat of the Lombards, these foreign in- 
vaders would easily be repelled, he rushed forwards 
to encounter the imfilacable enemy of his name 
and family. But the courage of the Gepid^ could 
secure them no more than an honourable death. 
The bravest of the nation fell in the field of bat- 
tle; the king of the Lombards contemplated with 
delight the head of Cunimund ; and his skull was 
fashioned into a cup, to satiate the hatred of the 
conqueror^ or, perhaps, to comply with the savage 
custom of his country.^ After this victory, no 
farther obstacle could impede the progress of 
the confederates, and they faithfully executed 
the terms of their agreement.^ The fair coun-« 
tries of Walaehia, Moldavia, Transylvania, and 
the parts of Hungary beyond the Danube, were 
occupied, without resistance, by a new colony 
of Scythians: and the Dacian empire of the 
cbagans subsisted with splendour above two hun- 
dred and thirty years. The nation of the Ge^ 
pidae was dissolved ; but in the distribution of 
the captives, the slaves of the Avars were les& 
fortunate than the companions of the Lombards, 
whose generosity adopted a valiant foe, and 

^ ][t appears from Strabo, Pliny, and Anamiai^us MaroelliniM, that 
the same practice was common among the Scythian tribes, (M uratori* 
Scriptores Rer. Italic, torn- i, p. ^24>), The acatlps of North America 
are likewise trophies of valour. Th^ sKull «f Cunimund was pri»» 
served above two hundred years among t|»e Lombards; and Paul 
himself was one of the guests to whom Duke Ratchis exhibited this 
cup on a high festival, (L ii) c OS), 

^ Paulj4» i> c. 27. Menandcr, in Excerpt l^^gaU p. 110, 111. 
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CHAP, whose freedom was incompatiUe with cool and 
xM^Z\jL deliberate tyranny. One moiety of the spoil in- 
troduced into the camp of Alboio more wealth 
than a barbarian could readily compute. The fair 
Rosamond was persuaded, or compelled^ to ac- 
knowledge the rights of \her victorious lover; 
and the daughter of Cunimund appeared to for- 
give those crimes which might be imputed to her 
own irresistible charms. 
Afti*ajii. Thedestructionofamightykingdomestablished 
the con- the fame of Alboin. In the days of Charlemagne, 
itli J, ^ the Bavarians, the Saxons, and the other tribes of 
the Teutonic language, still repeated the songs 
which described the heroic virtues, the valour, 
liberality, and fortune of the king of the Lom- 
banls."' But his ambition was yet unsatisfied ; 
and the conqueror of the Gepidae turned his eyes 
from the Danube to the richer banks of the Po 
and the Tiber. Fifteen years had not elapsed, 
since his subjects, the confederates of Narses, had 
visited the pleasant climate of Italy : the moun- 
tains, the rivers, the highways, were familiar to 
their memory : the report of their success, per- 
haps the view of their spoils, had kindled in th« 

"■ Ut liaetenus etiaxn Um apud Bajoariorum gentem, quaa et 
Saxonnm sed et alios ejusdem lingus homines .... in eorum cai:- 
ninibus celebretur. Paul, 1. i, c, 87. He died A. D, 799, (Muratori, 
In Prafat. torn, i, p. 397). These German songs, sotne of which 
night be as old as Tacitus, (de Moribus Germ. c. 2), were compiled 
Md transcribed by Charlemagne. Barbara et antiquissinja carmina, 
^oibus veterum regum actus et bella canebantur scripsit memorisqae 
mandavit, (Bginard, in Vit. Carol. Magn. c 39, p. 130, 131). The 
foems, which Goldast commends, (Animadvers. ad Kgiziard, p. ?07}i 
appear to be recent j|n4 contemptible romances, 
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rising generation the flame of emulation and en* crap. 
terprise. Their hopes were encouragied by the 
spirit and eloquence of Alboin ; and it is affirm^ 
ed, that he spoke to their senses, by producing, 
at the royal feast, the fairest and most exquisite 
fruits that grew spontaneously in the garden of 
this world. No sooner had he erected his stand- 
ard, than the native strength of the Lombards 
was multiplied by the adventurous youth of Ger- 
many and Scythia. The robust peasantry of 
>Ioricum and Pannonia had resumed the man-* 
ners of barbarians; and the names of the Gepid^, 
Bulgarians, Sarmatians, and Bavarians, may be 
distinctly traced in the provinces of Italy." Of 
th^ Saxons, the old allies of the Lombards, twen^ 
ty thousand warriors, with their wives and childr 
ren, accepted the invitation of Alboin. Their 
bravery contributed to his success ; but the ac- 
cession or the absence of their numbers was not 
sensibly felt in the magnitude of his host. Ev^y 
mode of religion was freely practised by its re- 
spective votaries. The king of the Lombiurds 
had been educated in the Arian heresy ; but the 
catholics, in their public worship, were allowed 
to pray for his conversion ; while the more stub- 
born barbarians sacrificed a she-goat, or perhaps 
a captive, to the gods of their fathers.'' The 
Lombards, and their confederates, were united 

" The other nations are rehearsed by Paul, 0« ii» c. 6, 26). Mara* 
tori (Antichita Italiane, torn, i, disiiert. i, p. 4) has discovered the vil- 
lage of the Bavarians, three miles from Modena. 

*> Gregory the Roman (Dialog. 1. iil, c. 27, 28, apud Baron. Annals 
Eccles. A. D. 579, N^ 10) supposes that they likewise adored this 
she-goait. I know but of oi^e reiigioii in which tkfi god iv^d the victim 
are the same. 
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. CHAP, by their common attachment to a chief, who eK* 
J^^l^ celled in all therirtues and vices of a savag*e heFo ; 
and the vigilance of Alboin provided an ample 
magazine of offensive and defensive arms for the 
use of the expedition. The portable wealth of 
the Lombards attended the march ; their lands 
they cheerfully relinquished to the Avars, on the 
solemn promise, which was made and accepted 
without a smile, that if they failed in the con- 
quest of Italy, these voluntary exiles should be 
reinstated in their former possessions. 
Pisaffec- They might have failed, if Narses had been the 

tion and , _ , 

death of antagonist of the Lombards ; and the veteran war* 
Ifarses. j.iQj.g^ ^jjg associatcs of his Gothic victory, would 
have encountered with reluctance an enemy whom 
they dreaded and esteemed. But the weakness of 
the Byzantine court was subservient to the barba- 
rian cause ; and it was for the ruin of Italy, that 
the emperor once listened to the complaints of his 
subjects. The virtuesof Narses were stained with 
avarice; and in his provincial reign of fifteen years 
he accumulated a treasureof gold and silver which 
surpassed the modesty of a private fortune. His 
government was oppressive or unpopular, and 
the general discontent was expressed with freedom 
by the deputies of Rome. Before the throne of 
Justin they boldly declared, that their Gothic ser* 
vitude had been more tolerable than the despotism 
of a Greek eunuch ; and that, unless their tyrant 
were instantly removed, they would consult their 
own happiness in the choice of a master. The ap- 
prehension of a revolt was urged by the voice of 
«nvy Mid det raction,which had so recen tly triumph^ 
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ed over the merit of Belisarius. A new ex&rch, chap. 
Lfonginusy was appointed to supersede the con- 
queror of Italy; and the base motives of his recal 
were revealed in the insulting mandate of the em-^ 
press Sophia, " th^t he should leave to men the 
" exercise of arms, and return to his proper sta- 
** tion among the maidens of the palace, where a 
*^ distaff should be again placed in the hand of 
" the eunuch," " I will spin her such a thread, 
*^ as she shall not easily unravel!" is said to have 
been the reply which indignation and conscious 
virtue extorted from the hero. Instead of attend- 
ing, a slave and a victim, at the gate of the Byzan- 
tine palace, he retired to Naples, from whence 
(if any credit is due to the belief of the times) 
Narses invited the Lombards to chastise the in- 
gratitude of the prince and people.^ But the pas- 
sions of the people are furious and changeable ; 
and the Romans soon recollected the merits, or 
dreaded the resentment, of their victorious gener- 
al. By the mediation of the pope, who under- 
took a special pilgrimage to Naples, their repent- 
ance was accepted ; and Narses, assuming a mild- 
er aspect and a more dutiful language, cqnsent- 
ed to fix his residence in the Capitol. His 

f The charge of the deacon against Narses (1. ii, c. 5) may be 
groundless ; but the weak apology of the cardinal (Baron. Annal. Ec- 
cles. A. D. 567, N«. 8-12) is rejected by the best critics — Pagi, (torn, 
ii, p. 639, 640); Muratori, (Annali d'ltalia, torn, v, p. 16a.l6S)» 
and the last editors, Horatius Blancus (Script. Rerum Italic, torn i, 
p. 427, 4f8) and Philip Argelatus, (Sigon. Opera, torn, ii, p. 11, 12). 
The Narses who assisted at the coronation of Justin, (Corrippus, L 
^i3t 221), is clearly understood to be a different person. 
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CHAP, death,"* though in the extreme period of old age, 
^^.^^ was unseasonable and premature, since his genius 
alone could have repaired the last and fatal er- 
ror of his life. The reality, or the sus|Mcion, of 
a conspiracy disarmed and disunited the Italians. 
The soldiers resented the disgrace, and bewailed 
the loss, of their general. They were ignorant 
of their new exarch ; and Longinus was himself 
ignorant of the state of the army and the pro- 
vince. In the preceding years Italy had been 
desolated by pestilence and famine ; and a disaf- 
fected people ascribed the calamities of nature, 
to the guilt or folly of their rulers.^ 
Conquert Whatever might be the grounds of his security, 
part of Alboin neither expected nor encountered a Roman 
tte lUni- army in the field. He ascended the Julian Alps, 
A^*56a- *^^ J<>ok€d down with contempt and desire on the 
57a fruitful plains to which his victory communicated 
the perpetual appellation of Lombardy. A faith- 
ful chieftain, and a select band, were stationed at 
Forum Julii, the modem Friuli, to guard the 
passes of the mountains. The Lombards respected 
the strength of Pavia, and listened to the prayers 
of the Trevisans: their slow and heavy multitudes 
proceeded to occupy the palace and city of Verona; 

4 The death of Karses is mentioned by Paul, I. ii, e. 11 ; Anastas. 
in Vit. Johan. iii, p* 43 ; Agnelhis, Liber Pontifical. Raveh. in Script. 
Rer. Italicarum, torn, ii, part i» p. 114, 124. Yet I cannot belierc 
\Hth A^nellns that Narses was ninety»five years of age. Is it pro- 
bable that all his exploits were performed at fourscore t 

* The designs of Narses and of the Lombards for the invasion of 
Italy, are exposed in the last chapter of tlie first book, and the seven 
drst chapters of the second book, of Paul the deacon. 
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Eutid Milan, now rising from her aahes, was in* ch^p^ 
(rested by the powers of Alboin five months after ^^^^^^^ 
his departure from Fannonia* T^ror preceded 
bis march ; he found everywhere, or he left, a 
dreary solitude ; and the pusillanimous Italians 
presumed, without a trial, that the stranger was 
invincible. Escaping to lakes, or rocks, or mo- 
rasses, the affrighted crowds concealed some frag* 
xnents of their wealth, and delayed the moment 
of their servitude. Paulinus, the patriarch of 
Aquileia, removed his treasures, sacred and pro* 
fane, to the isle of Grado,' and his successors wer^ 
adopted by the infant republic of Venice, which 
i9vas continually enriched by the public calami- 
ties. Honoratus, who filled the chair of St. Am- 
brose, had credulously accepted the faithle® of* 
fers of a capitulation ; and the archbishop, with 
the clergy and nobles of Milan, were driven by 
the perfidy of Alboin to seek a refuge in the less 
accessible ramparts of Genoa. Along the man* 
time coast, the courage of the inhabitants was 
supported by the facility of supply, the hopes of 
relief, and the power of escape ; but from the 
Trentine bills to the gates of Ravenna and Rome» 
the inland regions of Italy became, without a bat- 
tle or a siege, the lasting patrimony of the Lom- 
bards. The submission of the people invited the 

* Which from this translation was called New Aquileia, (Chron. 
Venet. p, 3). The patriarch of Grado soon beeame the first eitizen of 
the republic, (p. 9» &c.)> but his seat was not removed to Venice till 
the year 1450. He is now decorated with titles and honours ; but the 
genius of the church has bowed to that of the state, and the govern- 
ment of a catholic city is strictly presbyterian. Thomassin, Dlscip* 
Ime de TEglise, torn, i, p* 156, 157, 161-165. Amelot dt la IIoosi. 
saye, Gouvernitient de Venise, torn, i, p. S56-.261. 
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e H JTP. barbarian to assume the character of a lawftil so- 
;^ vereign, and the helpless exarch was confihed to 
the office of announcing to the emperor Justin^ 
the rapid and irretrievable loss of his provinces 
and cities/ One city, which had been diligent 
ly fortified by the Goths, resisted the arms of a 
new invader ; and while Italy was subdued by 
the flying detachments of the Lombards^ the 
royal camp was fixed above three years before 
the western gate of Ticinum, or Pavia. The same 
courage which obtains the esteem of a civilized 
enemy, provokes, the fury of a savage, and the 
impatient besieger had bound himself by a tre- 
mendous oath, that age, and sex, and dignityi 
should be confounded in a general massacre. The 
aid of famine at length enabled him to execute 
his bloody vow ; but as Alboin entered the gate, 
his horse stumbled, fell, and could not be raised 
from the ground. One of his attendants was 
prompted by compassion, or piety, to interpret 
this miraculous sign of the wrath of heaven: the 
conqueror paused and relented ; he sheathed his 
sword, and, peacefully reposing himself in the 
palace of Theodoric, proclaimed to the trembling 
multitude, that they should live and obey. De- 
lighted with the situation of a city, which was 
endeared to his pride by the difficulty of the pur- 
chase, the prince of the Lombards disdained 
the ancient glories of Milan ; and Pavia, during 

Paul has given a description of Italy, as it was tben divided, in- 
to eighteen regions, 0- ii, c. 14-24). The Dissertatio ChorograpU;. 
ca de Italia Medii iEvi, by Father Beretti, a Benedictine monk, an«^ 
tegius professor at Pavia, has been usefully consulted. 
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some ages was respected as the capitlil of the chap. 
kingdom of Italy,^ .^^L 

The reign of the founder Was splendid imdAiboinis 
transiant ;' atid before he could regulate his neryir ^^^^^ 
conquests, Alhoin fell a sacrifice to domestic trea* Rosamond, 
son and female revenge* In a palace near Vero- ^^'^* 
na, whbh had not been erected for the barbaxians^ 
he feasted the companions of his arms ; intoxi- 
cation was the rew&rd of valour, and the king 
himself was tempted by appetite^ or vanity, to 
exceed the ordinary measure of his intemperance. 
After draining many capacious bowls of Ehaetian 
or Falernian wine, he calledibr the skuH of Cuni- 
mund; the noblesft and m^st precious ornament 
of his side-board. The cup of victory waa ac- 
cepted with horrid applause by the circle of the 
Lombard chiefs* " Fill it again with wine,"T ex- 
claimed the iobuman <iouqtteror, '^ fiU it to the 
.*^ brim ; carry this goblet to the qtieen, and re* 
*' quest in my name that ^e would rejoice with 
" her fether." In an agony of grief and rage, 
Rosamond had strength to utter, '^ Let the will 
" of my lord be obeyed !" and touching it witfe 
her lips, pronounced a silent imprecation, tJiat 
the insult should be washed awsiy in the blood 
of Alboin. Some indulgence might be due to 
the resentment of a daughter, if she had not al-^ 
ready violated the duties of a wife* Implacable 
in her enmity, or inconstant in her love, the 

** For the conquest of Italy, see the original materials of Paul, (I. ii, 
c. 7-10, 12, 14, 25, 26, 2T) ; the eloquent narrative of Sigonius, (torn. 
il, de Regno Italiae, 1. i, p. IS^-ld), and the correct and Critical re- 
view of Muratori, (Anna!! d*ltalia> fom. v, p. 164-180). 
VOL- VIII. K 
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CH A F. queen of Italy had stooped from the throne to the 
.^hy^i,x ^"^ ^f * subject, and Helmichis, the king^s ar- 
mour-bearer, was the secret minister of her plea- 
sure and revenge. Against the proposal of the 
murder; he could no longer urge the scruples of 
fidelity or gratitude ; but Helmichis trembled, 
when he revolved the danger as well as the guilt, 
when he recollected the matchless strength and 
intrepidity of a warrior, whom he had so often 
attended in the field of battle. He pressed and 
obtained, that one of the bravest champions of 
the Lombards should be associated to the enter- 
prise ; but no more than a promise of secrecy 
could be drawn from the gallant Peredeus*; and 
the mode of seduction employed by Rosamond 
betrays her shameless insensibility both to ho- 
^ nour and love. S^e supplied the place of one 
of her female attendants who was beloved by 
Peredeua» and contrived some excuse for dark- 
ness and silence, till she could inform her com- 
panion that he had enjoyed the queen of the 
Lombards, and that his own death, or the death 
of Alboin, must be the consequence of such trea- 
sonifble adultery. In this alternative, he chose 
rather to be the accomplice than the victim of 
Rosamond,^ whose undaunted spirit was inca- 
pable of fear or remorse. She expected, and 
soon found, a favourable moment, when t^e king, 

' The classical reader will recollect ^he wife and murder of Can- 
daules, so agreeably told in the first book of Herodotttt. The choke 
ofGyges* K4fttrui m^rtt «ri^nt»mi, may serve as the excuse of Peredeus; 
und the soft insinuation of an odious idea has been imitated by the 
best writers of antiquity, (Gsecvius, ad Ciceron. Orat. pro Mi lone, r. 
10). 
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oppressed with wine, had retired from the table to c h ap^ 
his afternoon slumbers. His faithless spouse was ^^^II,* 
anxious for his health and repose: the gates of 
the palace were shut, the arms removed, the at- 
tendants dismissed, and Rosamond, after lulling 
him tb r^st by her tender caresses, unbolted the 
chamber-door, and urged the reluctant conspira- 
tors to the instant execution of the deed. On 
the first alarm, the warrior started from his 
couch ; his sword, which he attempted to draw, 
had been fastened to the scabbard by the hand 
of Rosamond ; and a small stool, his only wea- 
pon, could not long protect him from the spears 
of the assassins. The daughter of Cunimund 
smiled in his fall ; his body was buried under the 
staircase of the palace, and the grateful posterity 
of the Lombards revered the tomb and the me- 
mory of their victorious leader. 

The ambitious Rosamond aspired to reign in the Her iiii^t 
name of her lover; the city and palace of Verona *" 
wereawed by herpower, and afaithful band of her 
native Gepidae was prepared to applaud there- 
venge,iind tosecondthe wishes, of their sover^n. 
But the Lombard chiefs, who fled in thefirstvb- 
ments of consternation and disorder, had resumed 
their courage and collected their powers; and the 
nation, instead of submitting to her reign, de- 
manded, with unanimous cries, that j ustice should 
l)eexecuted on the guilty spouse and the murderers 
of their king. She sought a refuge among the 
enemieiS of h^ country, and a criminal who de- 
served the abhorrence of mankind w^as protected 
by the selfish policy of the exarch. With her 

k2 
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CHAP, daughter, the heiress of the Lombard throne, her 
two lovers, her trusty Gepidae, and the spoils of 
the palAce of Verona, Rosamond descended the 
Adige and the Po, and Vas transported by a 
Greek vessel to the safe harbour of Ravenna. 
Longinus beheld with delight the charms and the 
treasures of the widow of Alboin : her situation 
and her past conduct might justify the most licen- 
tious proposals; and she readily listened to the 
passion of a minister, who even in the dechne 
of the empire, was respected as the equal of 
kings. The death of a jealous lover was an easy 
and grateful sacrifice, and as Helmickis issued 
. froBi the bath, he received the deadly potion 
fr<»n the hand of his mistress. The taste of the 
liquor, its speedy operation, and his experience 
of the character of Rosamond, convinced bim 
that he was poisoned : he pointed his dagger to 
her breast, compelled her to dr^n the i^main- 
der of the cup, and expired in a fe^ minutes, 
wijth the consolation that she could Dot survive to 
enjoy the fruits of hjar wickedness. The daughter 
of Alboin and Eosamond, with the richest spoils 
of ttie Lombards, was embarked for Constantin- 
ople ; the surprising strength of Peredeus amus- 
ed and terrified the imperial court : his blind- 
ness and revenge exhibited an imperfect copy 
ciepho, of the adventures of Sampson. By the free suf- 
LombaVJl! frage of the nation, in the assembly of iPavia^ Cle- 
A. a 573, pho, one of their noblest qhie^, was elected as the 

August. * /.All* -rfc/* 1 "•■" 

successor of Albom. Before the ea,d of eighteen 
months, the throne was polluted by ^ second mur- 
der; Ciepho wasstabbed by thehand ofa (tombestic; 
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the regal office was suspended above ten years, chaf, 
during the minority of his son Autharis ; and ^^^\ 
Italy was divided and oppressed by a ducal aris* 
tocracy of thirty tyrants/ 

When the nephew of Justinian ascended the Weaknew 
throne, he proclaimed a new era of happiness and ^ror^ j^I 
glory. The annals of the second Justin* are **"**"' 
marked with disgrace abroad and misery at home. 
In the West the Romaii empire was afflicted by 
the loss of Italy, the desolation 'of Africa, and the 
conquestsr of the Persians, Injustice prevailed both 
in the capital and the provinces ; the rich trem* 
bled for their property, the poor for their safety, 
the ordinary magistrates were ignorant or venal, 
the occasional remedies appear to have been arbi- 
trary and violent, and the complaints of the people 
could no longer be silenced by the splendid names 
of a legislator and a conqueror. The opinion 
which imputes to the prince all the calamities of 
his times, may be countenanced by the historian as 
a serious truth or a salutary prejudice. Yet a 
candid suspicion will arise, that the sentiments of 
Justin were pure and benevolent, and that he 
mighthavefilledhisstationwithoutreproach,ifthe 
faculties of his mind had not been impaired by 
disease, which deprived the emperor of the.use of 

y See the history of PauJ, 1. u, o. 38-3!3. I have borrowed some 
interesting circumstances fi-om the Liber Pontiiicalis of Agnellus, iq ' 

^cripL Rer. Ital. torn, ii, p. 124. Of all chronological guides, Mura* 
tori i^ the safest. 

• The original authors for the reign of Justin the Younger, are 
fivagrius. Hist. ]i;ccles. L v, c. 1-13; Theophanes, in Chronograph, 
p. 204-210; Zonaras, torn, ii, I. xiy, p. 70-72 ; Ccdrenus, in Com- 
mend, p. 388-392. 

. je3 
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CHAP, bis feet, and confined him to the palace, a Strang- 
er to the complaints of the people and the vices 
of the government The tardy knowledge of 
his own impotence determined him to lay down 
the weight of the diadem ; and in the choice of a 
worthy substitute, he showed some symptoms of 
a discerning and even magnanimous spirit. The 
only son of Justin and Sophia died in his infan- 
cy : their daughter Af abia was the wife of Ba- 
duariusy*^ superintendant of the palace, and after- 
wards commander of the Italiafi armies, who 
vainly aspired to confirm the rights of marriage 
by those of adoption. While the empire appear- 
ed an object of desire, Justin was accustomed to 
behold with jealousy and hatred his brothers and 
cousins, the rivals of his hopes ; nor could be de- 
pend on the gratitude of those who would ac- 
cept the purple as a restitution, rather than a 
gift. Of these competitors, one had been remov- 
ed by exile, and afterwards by death ; and the 
emperor himself had inflicted such cruel insults 
on another, that he must either dread his resent- 
ment or despise his patience. This domestic ani- 
mosity was refined into a generous resolution of 
seeking a successor, not in his family, but in the 
republic: and the artful Sophia recommended Ti- 

* Dispositorque novus sacrcs Baduarius auls. 
Successor soceri tnox factus Cura palati. Corippu^. 

Baduarius is . enumerated among the descendants and allies of the 
house of Justinian. A family of noble Venetian's (Casa BaA)en) 
built churches : and gave dukes to ^e republic as early as the ixth 
century ; and if their descent be admitted, no kings in Europe can 
produce a pedigree so ancient and illustrious. Oucange, Fam. By- 
zantin. p. 99. Amclot dc la Houssaye, Gouvernmcnt de Venisn 
torn, ii, p. 555. , > * ' • 



OP THE SOMAN EMPIRB. IM 

berius,^ his fmthful.cai^tain of the guards^ whose chap. 

virtues and fortmne.tbe emperor might cherish ^^^U 

as the fruit, of his judicious choice. The cere- Associa- 

mony of his elevation to the rank of Caesar or Tib^u«, 

Augustus^ was performed in the portico of the^ ^- ^' 

palace, ip the presence of the patriarch and the 

senate. Justin collected the remaining strength 

of his mind and body, hiut th^ popular belief that 

his speech was inspired by the Deity, betrays a 

very humble opinion both of the man and of the 

times. W" You behold," said the emperor, " the 

** e^gns of supreme power. Ydu are about to 

*• receive them not from my hand, but from the 

•* hand of God. Honour then^, and from them 

*' you will derive honour. Respect the empress 

" your mother; you are now her son; before, 

•^ you were her servant. Delight not in blood, 

** abstain from revenge, avoid tb^e actions by 

** which I have incurred the public hatred, and 

" consult the experience rather than the exam- 

" pie of yout predecessor. As a man, I have 

" sinned ; as a sinner, even in this life I have 

" been severely punistied : but these servants 

" (and he pointed to his ministers) who have 

" abused my confidence, and inflamed my pas-» 

** sions, will appear with me before the tribunal 

* The praise bestowed on princes before their elevation, is the 
purest «nd xnost weighty. Corippus has celebrated Tiberius at the 
time of the accession of Justin, (1. i, 213-22!^. Yet even a captain 
of the guards migl^it attract the flattery of an African ezHe. 

« Evagrius (V ▼, c. 13) has added the reproach to his ministers. 
He applies this speech to the ceremony when Tiberius was invested 
with the rank of Csesar. The loose expression, rather than the posi^ 
tiv^ error* of Theophanes, Ac. has delayed it to hif Augu9t^ln invwjt- 
iture immediately before the dc^th of Justin. . ./ ^ 
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CHAP. ^^ of Christ. I have been dasseled by t&e 
^^J^ ** spteiid6ur of the diadem ': be thou wtee and 
** modest; remember what you have been, re- 
** member what you are. YoU see around us 
** your slaves and your children; with the author- 
^ ity, assume the tenderness, of a. parent. Love 
•* your people like yourself; cultivate the affec- 
^< tions, maintain the discipline, of the army : 
" protect the fortunes of the rich, relieve the ne^ 
** cessities of the poor."* The assepably, in a- 
lence and in tears, applauded the counsels, and 
^ sympathised with the repentance, of their prQce: 
the patriarch rehearsed the prayers ^of the church; 
Tiberius received the diadem on his knees, smd 
Justin, who in his abdication appeared most 
worthy to reign, addressed the new mdtiai*ch in 
the following words.—" If you consent, I live ; 
^^ If you comyand^ I die : may the God of hea- 
" ven and earth infuse into your heart whatever 
Death of << I have neglected or forgotten." The four last 
A. D. 578, years of the emperor Justin were passed in tran- 
october 5. q^|j Q^scurity : his conscience was no longer tor- 
mented by the remembrance of those duties 
which he was incapable of discharging ; ai>d his 
choice was justified by the filial reverence and 
gratitude of Tiberius, 
Reign of Among the virtues of Tiberius,^ his beauty 
li, '"** (fa^ w^s one of the tallest and most comely of the 

* Theophylact Simocatta (1. iii, c. 11) declfu'es that lie shall give 
to posterity the speech of Justin as it was pronounced, without at- 
tempting to correct the imperfections of language or rhetoric. Per- 
liaps the Tain sophist woul^ have heen incitpabie of producing such 
sentiments. 

• For the character and reign of Tiberius, sse Evagrfus, I. v, 
C. 13; Theophylact, 1. iii, c. If, Ac,; Tl^eophanes, in Chron. 

p. 210- 



OP THE ROMA:^r eMpirb. ISY 

Romans) might introduce him to the fevour of crtAp. 
Sophia; and the widow of Justini»ras persuaded, ^^^' 
that libe should preserve her station and influence a. d. 578, 
under the reign of a second and more youthful ^^o.'^g 
husband. But if the ambitious candidate had Aug. li, 
been tempted to flatter and dissemble, it was no 
longer in his power to fulfil her expectations, or 
his own promise. The factions of the hippo- 
drome demanded, with some impatience, the 
name of their new empress ; both the people and 
Sophia were astonished by the proclamation of 
Anastasia, the secret, though lawful, wife of the 
emperor Tiberius. Whatever could alleviate the 
disappointment of Sophia, imperial honours, a 
stately palace, a numerous household, was liber- 
ally bestowed by the piety of her adopted son; 
on solemn occasions he attended and consulted 
the widow of his benefactor : but her ambition 
disdained the vain semblance of royalty, and the 
respectful appellation of mother served to ex- 
asperate, rather than appease, the rage of an in- 
jured woman. While she accepted, and repaid 
with a courtly smile, the fair expressions of re-t 
gard and confidence, 9 secret alliance was con^ 
eluded between the dowager empress and her 
ancient enemies; and Justinian, the son of Ger^ 
manus, was employed as the instrument of her 
revenge. The pride of the reigning house sup- 
ported, with reluctance, the dominion of astran^ 
ger : the youth was deservedly popular; his name, 

p. 210-213; Zonaras, torn. !i, 1. xiv, p. 72 ; Cedrenus, p. 392 ; Paul 
Warnefrid, de Gcstis Langobivrd. 1. Hi, c. 11, 12. The deacon of Forum 
Julii appears to have possessed some curious and authentic facts. 
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CHAP, ^fter the death of Justin^ had been ntentioned bj 
^^^' a tumultuous faction ; and his own submissive 
offer of his head, with a treasure of sixty thou« 
sand pounds, might be interpreted as an evidence 
of guilt, or at least of fear. Justinian received a 
free pardon,andthe command of the eastern army. 
The Persian monarch fled before his arms ; and 
the acclamations which accompanied his triumph 
declared him worthy of the purple. His artful 
patroness. had chosen the month of the vintage, 
while the emperor, in a rural solitude, was per- 
mitted to enjoy the pleasures of a subject. On 
the first intelligence of her designs he returned 
to Constantinople, and the conspiracy was sup- 
pressed by his presence and firmness. From tibe 
pomp and honours which she had abused, Sophia 
was reduced to a modest allowance : Tib^us 
dismissed her train, intercepted her correspond- 
ence, and committed to a faithful guard the 
custody of her person. But the services of Justi- 
nian were not considered by that excellent prince 
as an aggravation of his off(^nces ; after a mild re- 
proof, his treason and ingratitude were forgiven; 
and it was conunonly believed, that the emperor 
entertained some thoughtsof contracting a double 
alliance with the rival of his throne. The voice 
of an angel (such a fable was propagated) might 
reveal to the emperor, that he should always 
triumph over his domestic foes; but Tiberius 
derived a firmer assurance from the innocence 
and generosity of his own mind. . ?: 

H w^vir- With the odious name of Tiberius, be assumed 
the more popular appellation of Constantine, and 
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imitated the pFurer virtues of the Antoniiies. After 
recording the vice or folly of so many Roman 
prince^, it is pleasing to repose, for a moment^ 
on a character conspicuous by the qualties of hu- 
manity. Justice, temperance, and fortitude; to 
contemplate a sovereign affable in his palace, 
pious in th0 church, impartial on the seat of 
judgment, and victorious, at least by his generals, 
in the Persian war. The most glorious trophy 
of his victory ccmsisted in a multitude of captives 
whom Tiberius entertained, redeemed, and dis- 
missed to their na;|tive homes with the charitable 
spirit of a Christian hero. The mmt or misftra*- 
tunes of his own subjects had a dearer claim to 
his beneficence, and he measured his bounty not 
80 much by their expectation^ as by his own 
dignity. * This maxim, however dangerous in a 
trustee of the public wealth, was balanced by a 
principle of humanity and justice, which taught 
him to abhor, as of the basest aUoy, the gold that 
was extracted from the tears of the people^ For 
their relief, as often as they bad suffered by na- 
tural or. hostile calamities, he was impatient 
to vqmit the ^arrears of the past, or the demands 
of future^ taxes: he sternly rejected the servile 
offerings of his ministers, which were compensat- 
ed by tenfold oppression ; and the wise and equit- 
able laws of Tiberius excited the praise and re- 
gret of succeeding times. Constantinople believ- 
ed that the emperor had discovered a treasure : 
but his genuine treasure consisted in the practice 
of liberal economy, and the contempt of all vain 
and superfluous expence. The Romans of the 
East would have been happy, if the best gift of 
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CHAP, heaven, a patriot king, had been confirmed as a 
^«^fl!]X« I^roper and permanent blessing. But in less than 
four years after the death of Justin, his worthy 
successor sunk into a mortal disease^ which left 
him only sufficient time to restore the diadem, 
according to the tenure by which he held it, to 
the most deserving of his fellow-citizens* He se- 
lected Maurice from the crowd, a judgment more 
precious than the puiple itself : the patriarch and 
senate were summoned to the bed of the dying 
prince ; he bestowed his daughter and the em- 
pire; and his last advice waSiSplemnly delivered 
by the voice of the questor. Tiberius expressed 
his hope, that the virtues of his son and successor 
would erect the noblest mausoleum to his me- 
mory. His memory was embalmed by the public 
affliction ; but the most sincere grief evaporates 
in the tumult of a new reign, and the eyes and 
acclamations of piankind were speedily directed 
to the rising sun, 
0fMluf* The emperor Maurice derived his origin from 
rice, ancient Rome,' but his immediate parents were 
ADg.'is. ' settled at Arabissus in Cappadocia, and their sin- 
Nof 2?!^^' gular felicity preserved them alive to behold and 
partake the fortune oftheiFaugtist son. The youth 
of Maurice was spent in the professton of arms ; 
Tiberius promoted him to the command of a new 
and favourite legion of twelve thousand confede- 

' It is therefore singular enough that Paul (I. iii» c. 15) should dis- 
tinguish him as the first Greek emperor— prinaus ex Graecorum genere 
ita imperio constitutus. His immediate predecessors had indeed beep 
born in the llatin provinces of Europe ; and a various reading, in 
Grascorum imperio, would apply the expression to the einpire rathe; 
than the prince. 
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rates ^ his valour and conduct were signalized iii chap. 
the Persian war ; and he returned to Constan- .J^tlL 
tiiiople to accept, as his just reward, the inherit- 
ance of tbe empire. Maurice ascended the 
throne at the mature age of forty-three years ; 
and he reigned above twenty years over the 
East and over himself;* expelling from his mind 
the wild democracy of passions, and establishing 
(according to the quajint expression of Evagrtus) 
a perfect aristocracy of reason and virtue* Soma 
suspicion will degrade the testimony of a subji^ct, 
though he proteste that his secret praise should 
never reach tbe ear of his sovereign,^ and sonie 
failings seem to place the character of Maurice 
below the purer merit of his predecessor* Hi* 
cold and reserved demeanour might be imputed 
to arrogance: his justice was not always exempt 
from cruelty, nor his clei^iency froip weakneas ; 
and his rigid economy too often exposed him to 
the reproach. of avarice. But the rational wisljes 
of an absolute monarch must tend to the hap- 
piness of his people ; Maurice was endowed with 
sense and courage to promote that happiness^ and 
his administration was directed by the principle^ 
and example of Tiberius. The pusillanimity of 
the Greeks had introduced so complete a separa- 

< Consult) for the character and reign of Maurice^ the fifth and sixth 
books of Evagrius, particularly h vi, c. 1 ; the eight books of his prolix 
and florid history bjT Theophylact Simocatta ; Theophanes» p. 213, &c.; 
Konaras, torn, ii, 1. ziv, p. 73 ; Cedrenus, p. 394. 

^ Av<rottfetT»tf cjtrm ytvo/ttuf rn* /*tv o^koxfaruan rat* iroJtt^t i* mi etxna; 
i|i9iiX«ri}«'i ^^v;^f|;^ a^ir^ttfanucv ^t •» roig sttvn ^.oyt^/Mti xavecfnrttftutf' 
Evagrius composed his history in the twelfth year of Maurice ; aod fa^ 
had been so wisely indiscreet, that the emperor knew and rewarded 
his favourable opinion, (1. vi, c 24). 
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CHAP, tion between the offices of king and of general. 

^ ^^,\^ tliat a private soldier who had deserved and ob- 
tained the purple, seldom or never apjieared at 
the head of his armies. Yet the erfkperor Mau- 
rice enjoyed the glory of restoring the Persia/i 
monarch to his throne : his lieutenants waged a 
doubtful war against the Avars of the Danube, 
and he cast an eye of pity, of ineffectual pity, on 
the abject and distressful state of his Italian pro- 
vinces. 

J^^^ ^ From Italy the emperors were incessantly tor- 
mented by tales of misery and demands of succour, 
which extorted the humiliating confession of their 
own weakness. The expiring dignity of Rome 
was only piarked by the freedom and energy of 
her complaints. ** If your are incapable,'* she said, 
" of delivering us from the sword of the Loni- 
" bards, save us at least from the calamity of 
** famine.** Tiberius forgave the reproach, and 
relieved the distress : a supply of com was trans- 
ported from Egypt to the Tiber ; and the Roman 
people, invoking the name, not of Camillus, but 
of St. Peter, repulsed the barbarians from their 
walls. But the relief was accidental, the danger 
was perpetual and pressing : and the clergy and 
senate, collecting the remains of their ancient 
opulence, a sum of three thousand pounds of gold, 
despatched the patrician Pamphronius to lay their 
gifts and their complaints at thefoot of theByzan- 
tine throne. The attention of the court, and the 
forces of the East, were diverted by the Persian 
war; but the justice of Tiberius applied the sub- 
sidy to the defence of the city : and he dismissed 
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the patrician witk hi&best advice, either to bribe* chap. 
the Lombard chiefs, or to purchase the aid of the ^^J;^'^^ 
kings of France. Notwithstanding this weak in- 
vention, Italy was still afflicted^ Rome was again 
besieged, and the suburb of Classe, only three 
miles from Ravc^nna, was pillaged and occupied 
by the trpops of a simple duk^ of Spoleto. Mau« 
rice gave audience to a second deputation of 
priests and senators; the duties and the menaces 
of religion were forcibly urged in the letters of 
the Roman pontiff; and his nuncio, the deacon 
Gregory, was alike qualified to solicit the powers • 
either of heaven or of the earth. The emperor 
adopted, with stronger effect, the measures of bis 
predecessor; some formidable chiefs were per- 
suaded to embrace the friendship of the Romans; . 
and one of them, a mild and faithful barbarian, 
lived and died in the service of the exarch,: the 
passes of the Alps were delivered to the Franks ; 
and the pope encouraged them to violate, with- 
out scruple, their oaths and engagements to the 
misbelievers. Childebert, the great-grandson of 
Clevis, was persuaded to invade Italy by the pay- 
ment of fifty thousand pieces; but as hehad viewed 
with delight some Byzantine coin of the weight 
of one pound of gold, the kipg of Austrasia might 
stipulate, that the gift should be rendered more 
worthy of his acceptance, by a proper mixture 
of these respectable medals. The dukes of the 
Lombards had provoked by frequent inroads 
their powerful neighbours of Gaul. As soon as 
they were apprehensive of a just retaliation, they 
renounced their feeble Qnd disorderly independ- ^ 
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CHAP, ence; the advantages of regal government, 
^'^^^ imioDj secrecy, and vigour, were unanimously 
Autharis, confessed ; and Autharis, the son of Clepbo,.ha(i 
the^Lom- ^^^^^^y iitts^ined the strength and fgjItlJta^tVW ^ 
bards* a warrior. Under the st^^ndaiKl^^af^Jj^^glyp^ iMei^ 
5^^' ^^*" king, the copquerors of Itajjr witbstfijgd.tlir^^ 
successive invasions, Qne of which.. :|vas l^d by 
Childehert himself, the laat of the Meroviogiafi 
race whp descended fron\ the Alps. Th^ :fijst 
expedition was defeated by tbejealous ani^ositj 
of the Franks and Alemapni. In the second thej 
were vanquished in a bloody battle^ witii) more 
loss and dishonour than they bad susts^n^^ince 
the foundation of their monarchy. Impatj^t for 
revenge, they returned a third time witj^ accu- 
mulated force, and Autharis yielded to. the fuiy 
of the torrent. The troops and treasures of the 
Lombards were distributed in t^e wa][}e4 towu? 
between the Alps and the Apennine. J^ nation,. 
less sensible of danger, than of fatigue and de- 
lay, soon murmured against the folly qC their 
twenty commanders; and the hot vapouj3,of an 
Italiail sun infected with disease those tramontane 
bodies which had already suffered the vicissitudes of 
intemperance and famine. The powers that were 
ina^oqu^te to the conquest, Avere more than^suffi. 
cient for the desolation, of the country; nor could 
the treipbling natives distinguish between their 
QUemies a»>d their deliverers. If the junction of 
the Meroyingian and imperial forces had been 
effected ip thg.nfsighbourhood of Milan, perhaps 
they might have subverted the throne of the Lom- 
bards; hut the Franks expected six days the signal 



^ ifamuig vykii^ an chap. 

were idly etnfdogred m the reductioii cf Modaa ^,^^Tti^ 
nd Parma, whidi were ton from them after tke 
letMfttsfliKirTlWsalinealiiei. The victorioiiA 
AutiiariMOi^tedbkclasmtotikc^doiiimionoflta^ 
At die ibot (tf the R]iae«iaii Alps, he subdued the 
fesistaiice, and rffled tibe IMden treasures, of a 
seqiffstertdidaiiduitiielakeof Comum. At the 
extrt»» pintit oT Caiafatia, he toudiisd with his 
q)e8r a cohittiti on tlie sea-£^orfe of Rhegium/ 
{Nrocbdming that a»di»it land-mbrk to ^tiind the 
unouyrable l^mmdary of his kiiigduin.'' 

Dipingapnriodof two huikked years, Italy wks '^^^^ 
BBO^ially divided between the kiiigdom of ihh lutv^ 
LoiidMtfds and the exar<ihate of Rayentik The 
eflSces and professlioiis, which the jealousy dl'Cion^ 
stantine bad siq>amted, were united b^ the in- 
dulgence of Justinian i and e^hti^ siicclissiye 
exacchs w«t« ihirelted in thfe decline (4 ^he em- 
pire, wi^ the full remains of dvil, of iiliittary, 
and ey^ of ecclesiastical pow€^: Th^r inime- 
iiiate jurisdiction^ which t^bi aherwttttld conse- 
crate as the patrimony 6f iSt: Peter, extended 
over the moderii komi^a; the niai^hes or 



' The Oolttinaa Rh^iaa, in thenfrrowtst jMi^jff the^arbof Mm- 
sina, one hondred stadia frpTD fiht;gittin itself, it frectu^tty mention- 
ed uk tneieiit fgiognftij. Clum. ItaL Aiktiq. toi^ i^. p. 1295. l^acas 
Rolstein. Annoiat ad Cluver. t»: SOI. , WeftMllng, ftiaerar. p. XQ$- 

^ Tbe Gr^ek hist«(rians. aflbrdt same ^t hints of ti»e wsfra of Itaif , 
(Meuipaer, in Bik«spt» i«gM- 9- ^K lt6. thtofUfUku h HI,; c 
^ THi h$lixM 4r« more $atisfiistor7 ( and espee^aii^ Paul Wanie« 
fnAt (i^iii* 18^^), Whp Jbad read tiiemore andent historica af Sa- 
oaadns Iili4 Qni^f^rjr of Tourt* Barooiua pfo^uiiei some tetters of tlia 
popes, ac. ; an^ the times ire measured by the a^ourate scale ^f Paglj 
and Mntatori. 
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CHAP. v^Ueys of JFerrara and Commitqhio»^ fif^stttritim 
xv^r^xxr citiB3, from Riaiini to A»coiia» and a. ,wcoiid, 
'^ *^ inland. PenUpoKs, between tthe.Aiiiiaik^ coast 
and the hiUs of the Apexmine. Throe subordi- 
nate proymce3, of Rome,, of Venice^ aad^rC Na- 
ples, which, were divided hy hortUe laadsAflsn 
the palace of Ravenna,, aekaowledged^. both m 
peace aad war, the. suppemacy of th«, ex^rdi- 
Th)e.dutcky of Rome apjiears to hEa^ire, uaueluded 
the Tuscan, S^ine^ avd La*ian CQnquests, of 
the first four hundred years of the.citj^ and the 
limits may be distinctly traced ak>i^ the coast, 
from ,eivita Vecchiay tq Terraciaa, anud with the 
xonrse of the Tiber from Ameria and Nanri to 
the port of Ostia- The numerwSi islands fim 
Grado to Chipzza;, composed the infant donu- 
nion of Venice ; but the ^m^e accessible towDs 
on the continent were overthrown/ by the Lorn- 
batrds^ who beheld with: impotent £mj . a new 
capital cising from the: waves^ The. power of 
the dukes of Naples was ctKcumscri^d by the 
bay EHd the adjacent isles, l>y the hostilie terri- 
tory of Capua, and by the Roman .co^y of 
Amalphi,"* whose industrioi^s . citizens,, ,by the 
invention of the mariner's compass, have un- 
veiled the face of the gfobe. The tJljree islands 
of Sardinia, Corsica, and Sicily, still adt^ered to 

. * Th« papal advooat«s,. Zaeagni and Fbntaninl, might justly da^ 
the Valley or morass of Comoaachib as a part' Ot the exarchate. Bat 
the ambition of including Moiiena, Aeggio, Parma, aiid Piaoentiat 
has darkened a geographical <|uesti6n someWhat doubtful and obscuiv. 
£v»n Muratori, as the 'servant of the houtt^f Este, in hot ttte tt'm 
IiarttaZUy and prejudice.' , . 

^'^.See Br^ncmann, DiaserCi. Ima de Republica AmalphttanS, p. W 
42, ad calcem Hist. P-ndcct. Florent. 
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the empire ; and the acquisition of the farther chaF- 
Calabria removed the land-mark of Autharis ^^^y^i 
from the shore of-Rhegium to the isthmus of 
Consentiai In Sar^iiiaj the savage mouhtain- 
eers preserved the liberty and Wbligion of their 
ancestors; but th& husbandmen of Sicily were 
chained to their rfch and cultivated sbil; Rome 
was oppi*essed by the iron iceptre of the exarchs; 
^nd a Greek, perhaps an eunuch, insulted with 
impunity the ruihs of the Capitol. But Naples 
soon acquired the privilege of electing her own 
dukes; *" the independence of Amalphi was the 
fruit of commerce; land the voluntary attach^ 
m'ent of Vetiice was finally ennobled by an equal 
alliance with the easteth empire. On the map 
of Italy, the measure of the exarchate Occupies 
a very inadequate space, biit it included an ample 
proportion 6f wealthy industry, and population. 
The moist faithful knd valuable subjects escaped 
from' the bairbarian yoke; and the banners of Pk^ 
via ahd Verona, of Milan and Padua^ were dis- 
played* in their respective quarters by the new- 
inhabitants of Ravenna^ The remainder tif Italy The kln^- 
was pbssessed by the Lttmbards; and from Pavia, Lomb«i^i^ 
the royal seat, their kingdotn was extended to the 
east, the north, and the west, as far as the con- 
fines of the Avars, the Bavarians, and the Franks 
of Austrasia and Burgundy* In the langiiage of 
modern geography, it is now represented by the 
Terra Firma of the Venetian republic^ Tyrol, the 
Milanese, Pietnont, the coast of Genoa, Mantua^ 

^ Greffbr. Magn. 1. ui, epist 23, 25, 20^27. 
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CHAP. Furmi, mi Modeiia, tbe gmd.^tchgr o^Tw- 
.^^^^; efmj^andaittfpepQrtioaeftbeec^Jmi^ftic^st^te 
firom Peragia ta ike Admlip.^ Tki^jMoe^^if^ 
at tengeh the prUices^ of Sjraev^Qtuin . mfvwr^ 
the nranarcfajr^ aod propagated tbi|^i»fu)»e icrfitbe 
Lombards. Fron Capuor to TaK|llit9Ki£ t^ 
^e^ned neat five hM^lf^ jeaia. av^tbe gy^- 
est ^a]rt< of idtar present kmgd)9m' of Naplef^ 
•nlJ^SI^ In cenvparing the profKnrtiotk of the .¥«:ftG^n«j^ 
nen of the unci the Tonqiiifibed people, the chaa!fe> ofij)a^ 
"^ gnage will aJBTord the most jffnMfh imSeffi^ce^ 
According to this standard Mf will appear* th^t i^ 
Lombards of Italy, and the Visigoths af .${Mim 
were less nunerous than the Franks or Qv^rgnn- 
diann and the conquerors of Gaul n^us^^riald, m 
their tum» to the multitude of Si^xons. sp4. A|^;ies 
who almost enuticated the idioms ^S MvHuBia^ The 
modem Italian has been inseas»i^fjr formed bj^ 
mixture of nations ; the awkwardness of ^tbf^hsr- 
baiians inthenicemanagement of declensiaiis^aad 
conjugation^ re^oeed them to Ih^ use of ai4M:}e$ 
and auxiliary verbs ; and many^ new idejas* hai^ 
been expressed by Tuetonic aj(q)elletiona^ Yet 
the principal' stock of technicaland fatfutiar words 
Is found <o be of Latin derivati<m ;^ and if ve 

^ I have described^ the state of Ita^ from the excellent Dissertatioir 
6i Beretti. C^iaAnone (Istoria Civile, Com. i, p. S74-dSt^ tiAslbpownl 
tlie learned Camfllo Pellegrini in the geography of the kiogdom of 
Naples. After the losi^ of €he true Calabnia, tlie vanity of tki Gieels 
ilnbstituted that name instead of tike more ignoble appeUaUoa elf Bret- 
tlum ; and the change appean to have taken place h^for^ Um list 
of Charlemagne, (Eginftrd. p. IS)* - • . 

' F Maffei, CVerona IHostrata, part i, p. 310-321), and Mumtori, 
^ ^AAticlkiia HaHane^ ^xru U ; tis^citk^qw zxxii,< 3sJuH» |i. 71- 

36^ 
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nreM' sufteteiitly i;oiit«rsant with the dbsiiife, crilp. 
the rusrtlc^ and die fnutiicipal ^kiledts of ancient 
Italj, we shoidd trace the origin of many terms 
iviilcb migfct, perbaps^ be rejected by the classic 
purity of Rome. A niimer<Mis army constitutes 
bvtt a small nation, and the powers of the Lom- 
bards were soon dhmutsbed by the retreat of 
twenty thousand Saxons, who scorned a 4epend- 
sMt situation, and returned, after many bold and 
perilous adventures, to their native country."* The 
camp of Alfeoin was €^f formidable extent, but 
the extent «f a camp wonld be easily circum- 
scribed within the limits of a city ; and its mar- 
tial inhabitants must be thinly scattered over the 
fatre of a large country. When Aiboin descend- 
ed from the Alps, he invested his nephew, the 
fir^t duke of Friuli, with the command of the 
province and the people; but the prudent Gts- 
^If would Irnve declined the dangerous office, un- 
less he had been pei^mitted to choose, among the 
nobles of the Lombm*ds, a sufficient number of 
faniilies'' to form a perpetual colony of soldiers 
and subjects. In the progress of conquest, the 
same (^tion could not be granted to the dufces of 
Brescia or Bergamo, of Pavia or Turin, of Spo^ 
leto or Beneventum; but each of these, and each 
of their colleagues, settled in his appointed dis- 

365), have asserted the native claims t>f the Italian idiom ; tlie fo.rm« 
«r with enthufiiasm, the latter with disoretion ; both with learnnig» 
iAgenuitj, and truth. 

1 PauU de Gest. Langobard- 1- iii* c* ^ 6> '^' 

' Pari. 1. ii, c* 9. He calls these faaaiKes or generations liy the 
Ttolonkr name of Fana^ wliidi is likewise used in the Lombord laws* 
The humble deacon was not insensible -of the nobility of his own ^aee. 



^^^ of the Giiteks tiid Roinwa.'^ ScandUwi^^Si M« 
ScytMa jm^dii^tt the beideet end tnd^t tnidftbl^ 
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folcomi;^ thejr wefettmed ttd e^ktfc^aMd by t^ 
rinring^ inliBfaitMftt ahrajri^ on lior»^b«c^' and iii 
the field, llus fatrourite amtusenfeilt of mtfi a&: 
fies^rs ivas mtnHiueed bf the Im^ 
lUxnan jMroTinces ; tad the lafwrs of Italjr ^«Mn 
the sword aiid the hairk a$ of equai dignitf dud 
impcirtiQdfe in the h^ncli 6f a n^Ie Lmibatrd.^ 
g[^^ So rifiid was the inflUMee of dhnate aiid ex- 
ami^ thattfael^mnhardsofthe f^urthg^neFati^ 
sonreyed with curiosity a|id afiVW^t ^^ portraits 
of their savage fbrelsthers*^ The^* |iteds were 

' Their i^orftnec Is prj^i ^ ^^ 9^eiice tveqi of tlioM -who pio^ 
fetsedly treat of the arts of hunting and the history of anixpals. Aris- 
toUe, (HIat. Animd. 1. ix, e. 36, torn, ), p. ^8«, and the Notes of his 
^t e4i^, M. (^Bsus, torn. «, pr ai4)( ^lijoy, (I^«t. K^lar. L j, 
€.10) ; ^liaii« (de Natur. AnimaL !• ii# c. 42), and perhaps Homera 
(Odysa. acicii, 303^06), deaeribe ifrith astonishment a tacit Teagiie and 
^omuatm dhaee batwam the hawks and the Tbracian fowlers. 

' Par^fcuiartjr the gerfam, ot gyrfaicon* of the sixe of a smaQ eagie. 
Seethe aniniated descripUon oi^ M. de Boflbn, hi^. NatiireSe, to». 
XTi, p. S39j dte. * 

^ Scrfpt Berum I^li^i:Qai, to^. i, i^art il, p. l^S^ • tl*r6e^ 
-fith taw of the cmpcro^ Lewis the PiouS. 1^ fjtther Charlem^ne 
)iad fok^ners in his household as #ell as huntnnen, (Memoires sur 
I'aneitime Chevakrie, par M. de $t PtOilpe, t». «il,> tTS^ i ^ 
wrve in the ^ws oif Rotharis a ^oria ^faiyva^t^Hpntot^emt ef 
lawkhig, (M*. 320) i un6, in daul. in i|ie vth ceitury, it js^u^»rat- 
..<i(t:by ^onhis ApMnvrU among t|ie talents of Avit>ii,(i0f-:.2O7), * 

• The epitaph of Droctul^ (Paol, L m «* Ih my Ikr iMfQed ts 
«any of his cpfuntrymcn^— TITt*" 

'' ' ■ Tefelwijs vistt facies, sedcOrdA'heni^u^ 
Lonil^ue tohusto pectoi^ lijlllifiii^ltk^ 
The portreits of the dd Lombards might still be seen In the palace of 
Mbnsa, twelve nriles froih Milan, lirhich bod been founded or xestor* 
€«T>y ^eeh Tfeeudcllnda, <t iv, 2?. 23). See Muratori, torn, i, dis- 
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^b^Tln b6l}lnd, burthe shaggy Iwkfe4i1ilitt^iit ™^^ 

4heir'^y«s' «Ad moutk, and ft fo^g bei»d» rtpt^ ^^Tln 

sent^ the name and charac^teir df the ttatic^ 

Their dress oonsisted q{ loose Unea ganMnts^ a& 

ter tjhe Ih^ion of the Angfo^ictoti^ whkh Wetk 

deeomted. In their of^nkm, wt^ ^rdUd sAri^ of 

vari^ated coloianfi The legs and feet wer* 

clothed in bag hose* and often sandals; an^ e^en 

in the semuritjr oC peace a trustj sword.was con* 

stantly gi#t to their side. ¥et this strange ^ 

j^el, and h<»Tid aspect, often concealed a gentte 

and generous (tfsposition ; and as soon as tile rage 

of battle had stibsided» the captires and subjects 

were sometimes surprised by the humanity of the 

victor. The vices of the Lombards were the ef* 

|ectofpassion,of'^oraace^of into»eats<m; thrir 

virtues are tlie mere laudable, as they were not 

Hffepted by the hypocrisy of social manners, nor 

imposed by the rigid constraint of hiws and eduea« 

tion. I should not be apprehensive of deviating 

from my subject, if it were in my power to de* _ 

Mnoate the private life of the conquerors of Italy; 

and I shall relate with pleasure the adventurous 

g^km^ of Autharis, which bt^athes the true 

spirH'of chivalry and romance.* After the loss 

of his promised hride, a Merovingian princess^ 

hetfloftigbt i^ m^age the daughter of the king 

of Bavaria *> and jGaribald accepted the alliance 

of the Italian monarch* Impatient of the slow 

* ^tht stoiy of Autharis ted Theudelinda is r^ated 1^^ TanU U !»» 
c. 29, 34; and any fragment of Bavarian antiquity excites the iode^v - 
fotigable diligence of the Count de Buat. Hist, des Peuples de Ilfei;. 
rope, torn. zi» p. 596'4S3S ; tdnu zii, p. 1t53» 




IWtgme ^f scigotifttira, the udent knfQfescap^ 
^rom.his palace, and viated the court of Bavaria 
iQ the. train of his own embassy. At the pub- 
Bo awlieftce, the unknoM^n atreng^: advaooei to 
4Aie. throne, and informed Ganihcdd^ that the an- 
bassadiNT was. indeed the miniver of state, ; but 
that he alone was the iriend of Aut^ieris, who 
bad trusted him with the de^cate commissi<^ of 
nuiking a faithful report of the chacms of his 
spouse. Theudelinda was summoned to unda-go 
this important examilDiation ; and afters pau^ 
<tf silent rapture, he hailed her as the queen of 
Italy, and humbly requested, that, according to 
the custom of the nation, she would pireaeat a 
cup of wine to the first of her new subjects. By 
the command of her father, she obeyed : Au- 
tharis received the cup in his turn, and, in re- 
storing it to the princess, he secretly toucbed har 
hand, and drew bis own finger over his face and 
lips. In the evening, Theudelinda iHi|>arted to 
her nurse the indiscreet fa^iiliarity of tlie stran- 
ger, and was comforted by the assurance, that 
such boldness could proceed only from the king 
her husband, who, by his beauty and coura^^, ap* 
peared worthy of her love. The ambassadors were 
dismissed : no sooner did they reach the confines 
of Italy, than Autharis, raising, himself on bis 
hocse, darted his battle-axe against a tree with 
incomparable strength aQd dexterity. " Such/' 
said he to the astonished Bavarians, " such are 
^* the strokes of the king of the Lombards.** Oa 
the approach of a French army, Garibald and his 
daughter took refuge in the domiriioixs of their 
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allj; and the marriage was coti^mmated in f6\B citap. 
palace of Verona. At'ttie end of one year, it ^^^^^^ 
wa& dissolved by ^e death of AuthaHb : but the 
virtues of Thewielinda* bad endeared her to the 
nation, and she was permitted to bestow, willi 
her hand, the sceptre of the Italian kingdom. 

From this fact, as w^ell as from similar events,' Co^'wn-^ 
H is certain that the Lombanis possessed free- •^*- 
dom to elect their sovereign, and sense to de« 
cline the frequent use of that dangerous privi« 
lege^ The public revenue arose from the pro- 
duce «f land, and the profits of justice. When 
the independent dukes agreed that Autharis 
should ascend the throne of his father, they en- 
dowed the regal office with- a fair moiety of their 
respective domains. The proudest nobles aspired 
to the honours of servitude near the person of 
their prince : he rewarded the fidelity of his vas- 
sals by the precarious gift of pensions uid Aene- 
Jices; and atoned for the injuries of war, by the 
rich foundation of monasteries and churches. In 
peace a judge, a leader in war, he never usurped 
the powers of a sole and absolute legislator. The 
king of Italy eonvened the national assemblies in 
the palace, or more probably in the fields, of Pa^ 
via : his great council was composed of the per- 
sons mo^t eminent by their birth and dignities; 
but the validity, as well as the execution, of their 

* GiaDn9ne (Istoria Civile de Napoli, torn, i, p. 863) has justly 
censured the impertinence or Boccaccio, (Gio. iii ; Novel. 2), wh.o, 
without right, or truth, or pretence, ha* given the pious Queen Theu^ 
Belinda to the arms of a muleteer. 

^ Paul, I. iil,~c« 1^ The first dissertations of Muratori, and the 
first volume of Giaimone*# history, may be tonsultcd for the state of 
the kingdom Qf Italy* 
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CHAP, of the other kingdoms which had been founded 
^^"^V on the ruins of the wesCtini empire.* 
Misery o^ Amidst the arms of the LonAards^ and under 
the despotism of the Greeks, we again inquire 
into the fate of Rome," whioh bad reached, about 
the close of the sixth c^turjr^ the lowest period 
of her depresttbn. By the removal of tl^ seat 
of emjHre, and the successive «k)ss of the pro^ 
vinces, the soufMS of public andprivate opulence 
were exhausted; the lofty tree, under whose 
shade the nations of the earth had reposed, was 
deprived of its leaves and branches, and the sap- 
less trunk was left to wither on the ground. The 
ministers of command, and the messengers of vic- 
tory, no longer met on the Appian or Flamioian 
way ; and the hostile approach of the Lon^bards 
was often felt and continually feared. The in- 
habitants of a potent and peaceful capital, who 
visit without an anxious thought the garden of 
the adjacent country, will faintly picture in their 
fancy the distress of the Romans ; they shut or 
opened their gates with a trembling hand, beheld 
from the walls the flames of their houses, and 
beard the lamentations of their bifethnen, who 
were coupled together like dogs, and dragged 
away into distant slavery beyond the sea and the 

, ^ Read the history of Paul Warnefrid; particularly!, iii, c. 16. Baio* 
nius rejects the praise, which appears ta controdxet the invectives of 
Fopa Gregory tho Great ; but Muratori ( Annali d*ItaUa« torn. v» p. 217) 
presumes to insinuate that, the saint may have mangnified the faults 
of Arians and enemies. 

^ The passages of the homilies of Gregory, which represent tht 
miserable state of the city and country, are transcribed in the Annals 
»f Baronius, A. D, 690, N». 16 5 A. J>. 695, N«». 2, &c. &€. 
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}no«tntaiD& Stechlnbeisuit alarms murtatintllU ^itap. 
late the pleasures asiL interrupt the labovrs of a , 
rural life ; magii the f'^Campagoa of Rome wa^ 
speedily redut^ to the stpile of a dreary urilder* 
ness, in wUich the land is barren, the waters are 
impure, and the atr is infectious. Curiosity and 
ambition no longer attracted the tiatiotis to th^ 
capital of the world : but if chance or neces^ty 
directed the steps of a wandwufig strange)?, he 
contemplated with horror the vacancy and so)i- 
tude of the cityv and might be tempted to ask. 
Where is the sepate, and where are the people? 
In a season of excessive rains, the Tiber swelled 
above its banks, and rushed with irresistible vie-: 
lence into the vajleys of the seven hiHs. A pesti* 
lentiai disease arose from the stagnaticm of the 
deluge, and so rtapidwas the contagion, that four- 
score persons expired in an* hour, in tiie midst 
of a solemn procession, which impkired the mer* 
cy of heaven." A society, in which marriage, is 
encouraged and industry prevails, soon repairs 
the accidental losses of pestilence and war; but as 
the far greater part of the, Romans was con- 
demned to hopeless indigence and celibacy, the 
depopulation was constant and visible, and the 
gloomy enthusiasts might expect the approach- 
ing failure of the human race.** Yet the num- 

" The inundation and plagut were reported by* a deacon, whom hia 
bishop, Gregory of Tours, had des|>atched to Rom^ for some relics^ 
The mgeniou3 messenger embellished his tale and the river with, a 
great dragon and a train of little serpents, (Greg. Turon. 1. x, c^ 1). 

** Gregory. of Rome (Dialog. I. i|, c. 15) relates a memorable predic- 
tion of St. Benedict. Roma a Gentilibus non exterminabitur sed tern- 
pestatibus, coruscis turbinibcs ac terrae mot& in semetipsa marcescet. 
Such a prophecy melts into true history, 'and becomes the evidence 
of the fact after which it was invented. 
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fi8AK iNBtofcitiaens Still exModed die nett^ 
^^^ «steB» : thdr precarioM food waMopidieA^&otn 
the harvests of Sicily or Egypt ; and the frequent 
r^etkion of fltmhie betrays the i&atteation of 
tl^ emperor to a distant proviiiee. The edifices 
of Rome were exposed to the same nam and 
decay ; the mouldering fabrics were easily over- 
thrown by inundations, tempests, and earth- 
quakes, and the monies, who bad occupied the 
most advantageous stations, exulted ih their 
base triumph over the ruins of antiquity.'* It 
is commonly believed, that Pope Gregory I at- 
tacked the temples and mutilated the statues 
of the city ; that by the command of the bar- 
barian, the Palatine library was reduced to ashes; 
and that the history of Livy was the peculiar 
mark of his absurd and mischievous fanati- 
cism. The writings of Gregory himself reveal 
his implacable aversion to the monuments of 
dassic genius : and he points his severest cen- 
sure against the profane learning of a bishop, 
who taught the art of grammar, studied the 
Latin poets, and pronounced with the same voice 
the praises of Jupiter and jthose of Christ. But 
the evidence of his de'structive rage is doubtful 
nnd recent ; the temple of peace, or the theatre of 
Marcellus, have been demolished by the slow ope- 
ration of ages, and a formal proscription would 
have multiplied the copies of Virgil and Uvy in 

» Quia in uno se ore cum Jovls laudibus* Christ! laudes non ca^unt, 
et quam grave nefandumque sit episcopia canere quod ncie laico reli- 
giose convcuiat, ipse consi<fera> Q. iz, ep. 4). The writings of Gregorf 
himself attest his innocence of bpj dwsic taste or literature. 



tbe doaattiei wUdt were not qilgcct td tiie ec« en aiv 
clesMBrtical dictat«tf.^ ^^^ 



Like Thebes^ Oir Baj^ykni* ckr Ctftbage, theTbttimbt 

^ -lieu 
apo» 



najme of KoBte slight have fceite erased from the ^^thf^^ 



earth, i£ the city had aqt beta ankxiatcd by a vital ^^^ 

priBciple^ which again res^ted her to hotUHiT and 

dominion. A ^t^gae tradition wds embraced, that 

two Jewish teachers^ a teht^maker tod a fi^er^ 

man, had formerly been exeeuted in the cireika 

of Nero, and at th^ end of i^re hundred yeara 

their genuine or fictitious relics were adored a» 

the Palladium of Christian Rome. The pUgrima 

of the Bast and West resorted to the holy thresh^ 

old ; but the shrines of the apostles were guard*^ 

ed by miracles and iovisibte tehpors ;, and it wasr 

not without fear that the pioiui catholic apr 

proacfaed the object of his worship. It was fa-* 

tal to touch, it was dangerous to beholds the bo^ 

dies of the saints; and^hose who from the 

purest motives presumed to disturb the repose 

of the sanctuary, were affrighted by visions, oi^ 

punished with sudden deatb- The tmreasohablere* 

quest of an empress^ who wished to deprive the Bo-* 

mans of their sacred treasure^ the head ofSt-Pauh 

was rejected with the deepest abhorrence; and the 

pope asserted, most probably with truth,th^t alineil 

which had been sanctified in the neighbourhood o^ 

his body, or the filings of his chain, which it was 

sometimeseasyandsometimesimpQssibletoobtain, 

^ Bayl6, (Dictionaif^ Critique, loxa. ii, p. 50S, 590), in a very good 
Article of Oregcire I, has quoted^ for the buildings and statues^ Platl« 
na in Gregorlo I ; for the Palatine library < John of Sallsbuit* (de Nn« 
gis Curialium, 1. 11, c. 26) ; and for Liry, AntM^nUi^f flotcMe) thtf 
oldest of the three lired in the sUtK oentar;|r. 

VOL. VIII. M 
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CHAr. possessed an equal degree of miraculous virtue.' 
„^^ '; X;^ But the power as well as virtue of the apostles 
resided with living energy in the breast of their 
successors ; and the chair of St. Peter was filled 
under the reign of Maurice by the first and 
Kr^wid greatest of the name of Gregory.* His grud- 
•f Gregory fiithcr Fclix had himself been pope» and as tke 
tii^fiomui. bishops were already bound by the law of cseli- 
bacy, his consecration must have been preceded 
by the death of his wife. The parents of Gre- 
gory, Sylvia^ and Grordian» were the noblest of 
the senate, and the most pious of the church of 
Rome : his female relations w^e numbered a- 
mong the saints and virgins ; and his own figure 
with those of his father and mother were repre- 
sented near three hundred years in a family por- 
trait/ winch be ofiered to the monastery of St. 

' Gregor. T. iii, ^ist. 24, indict 12, &e. From the episttes of Gre- 
gory, and the viiith volume of the Annals of Baronius, the jlious read- 
er may collect the particles of holy iron which were inserted in keys 
or crosses of gold» and distributed in Britain, Gaul, Spain, Africa, Con- 
btantinople, and Egypt. The pontifical smith who handled the file 
must have understood the miracles which it was in his own power to 
operate or withhold ; a circumstance which abates the superstition of 
Gregory at the expence of his veracity. 

* Besides the Epistles of Gregory himself, which are methodised by 
Dupin, (Bibfiotheque Eedes. torn, v, p. 103-126), we have three lives 
of the pope; the two first written in the viiith and ixth centuries* 
(de Triplici Vita St. Greg. Preface to the ivth volume of the Benedict- 
fne edition), by the deacons Paul (p. 1-18) and John, (p. 19-188), 
and containing much original, though doubtfuU evidence ; the third, t 
long and laboured compilation by the Benedictine editors, (p. 199- 
S0.5). The Annals of Baronius are a copious but partial history. His 
fapal prejudices are tempered by the good sense of Fleury, (Hist. Ec- 
cle^ lom. viii), and his chronology has been rectified by the criticise^ 
of Pagi and MuratorL 

*• Jobn Uie deacon has described them like an eye-witness, (1. iv, 
c 83, 94i) ; and his description is illustrated by Angela Rucca, a Ro- 
man 
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Andrew. The design aad colouringtdf this pic- chap. 
ture afibrd an honourable testimony, that the "'" 
art of painting was cultivated by the Italians of 
the sixth century; but the most abject ideas 
must be entertained of thieir taste and learning, 
since the epistles of Gregory, hfe sermons, and 
his dialogues, are the work of a man who was 
second in erudition to noiie of his contempora- 
ries :"" Jlis birth and abilities had raised him td 
the oflfce of prefect of the city^ and he enjoyed 
the merit of renouncing the pomp and vanities 
of this world. His ample patrimony was dedi- 
cated to the foundation of seven monasteries,^ 
one in Rome,^ and six in Sicily : aiid it was the 
wish of Gregory that he might be unknown in this 

man juiti4uai^i (St. t^reg. Opera, torn. W, p. 312-326), who observes^ 
that some mosaics of the popes of the viith century are still preserv- 
ed in the old churches of Rome, (p. 321-333). The same waits which 
represented Gregory's family are now decorated with the martyrdom 
of St. Andrew, the noble contest of Dominichino and Guido. 

■ Disciplinis verolibei'alibus, hocestgrammatica, rhetoric^, dialec^^ 
tica, ita a puci'o est institutus, utquamviseo tempore florerent adhutf 
Romae studia literarura, tamen nulli in urbe lps4 secundus putaretur; 
Faul. Diacon. in Vit. S. Gregor. c. 2. 

* The Benedictines (Vit. Greg. I. i, p. 203-208) labour to reduce 
the monaatehes of Gregory within the rule of their own order ; but 
as tlie question is confessed'to be doubtful, it is clear that these jiower^ 
fill monka are in the wrong. See Butler*s Lives of the Sdints, vol iii« 
p* 145 ; a work of merit ; the sense and le^tning belong to the au* 
thor — his prejudices are those of his profession. / 

' Monasterlum Gregorianum in cjusdeiii Beati Gregorii asdibus axt 
clivum Scauri prope ecclesiam S. S. Johnnnis et Pauli in honoreiA Su 
Andreae, (John, in Vit. Greg. 1. i, c. 6 ; Greg. 1. vii, eptst. 13). This 
house ajid monastery were situate on the side of the Celian hill wbieh 
fronts the Palatine ; they are tiow occupied by the Camaldoli ; SnA 
Gregorlo triumphs, and St. Andrew has retired to a small chapel. Nar* 
dial, Roma Antica, 1. iii, c. 6, p. 100. Descrizzione di Roma, torn. i» 
p. 4i2-146. 
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CHAP. Kfe, and glotious onlj in the next. Yethisdev^ 
^^^^ tion, and it might be sincere, pursued the patl 
which would have been chosen bj a crafty and 
ambitious statesman; The talents of firegorj, 
and the splendour' which aeeMapanied his re- 
treat, rendered htm dear and useful to the cBuid); 
and implicit obedience has been always iaculcat- 
ed as the first dutjr of a monk. As soon ask 
bad received the character of cfeacon, Gre^ 
was sent to reside ail the Byzantine cotft, the 
nuncio or ministef of the apostolic see ; and he 
boldly assumed, in the name of St. Peter^atoQe 
of independent dignity,, whaeh wonMr have beeo 
eriminal and! dangerous in the most illustrious 
liayman of the empire* He returned to Home 
with a just increase of reputation,, and stfter a 
short exercise of the monastic virtues, he was 
* ^tagged from the cloister to the papal throne, 
by the unanimous- voice of the cfafgy, the senate, 
and the peoplie.. He alone resisted, or seemed 
to resist, his own* elevation ; ss^ his humble pe- 
tition^ that Maurice wouM be pleased to rejed 
the choice of the Romans^ couM only sem to 
exalt his character in the eyes of the emperor and 
the public. When the fatai mandate was pro- 
claimed, Gregory solicited the aid of some fnt^^ 
ly merchants to convey him in a basket beyow 
the gates of Rome,, and modestly concealed UQ^'I 
self some days among the woods and mountaiifir 
till his retreat was discovered, as it is said,bj* 
celestial light. j 

^"Gregory '^'^^ pontificatc of Gregory the Great, irbi* 
t:ic Great,, lastcd thirteen ycws- SIX mouths apd.tendays,iso»* 
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t3f th6 xno&t edifying periods of the histopy of chap, 
t;iie church. His virt*tiBS, and even his faults, a ^^^* 
-siiig\:^ar mixture of simplicity imd cunBing, of or First, ' 
j>rirfe afed humility, of si^ilse and supierstition, p^^'gf^V 
ivere hapijHy swited to hisp dtation Bxid to the a- ^' ^^ 

5 / . ▼,,.!. . , March li^ 

temper of the times. In ids rivat, the patriarch 
of Gon&tantbi'opfe, he eondemnied the aBttehiis- 
tian title of universal bishop^ which the success^ 
or of St. PetfCT was too haughty to concede, and 
too feeble to assume ; 4tod tht ecclesiastical ju-» Hisaj^ri- 
risficf ion of Gn^gory was comi»ed to the triple 
character of Inshop of fioln^e, primate of Italy, 
and apo3tIe jof the West. He frequently ascend- 
ed the piii^, and kindled, by his rude, though 
pathetic eloquence, the congenia} pa^ions of hi* 
Hndience : the laiigu^ of the Jewish prophets 
was interpreted and implied, and the minds of 
the people, d^ressed by liidr present calami- 
ties, were directed to thie hopes awd fears- of the 
invisible worM. His precepts and exaniple de- 
fitiedthe mbdel of the fioncMih Hturgy f the dis- 
tribtition of the ^arishe^ the caliendar of festi- 
t-aJs, the order of processions, the service of the 
priests and deacons, the varietj^and change of 
sacerdotal garments. Till the last days of his life, 
he officiated in <f)e canon* of the mass, V^hich con- 
tinued above thfee hours ; the Gregdriati' chant' 

* The'LerdV prayer -consists of half a dozen lines: the Sacrameu- 
^^sriua mid Antiji^onarkif of Gregory fill 880 folio pages, (torn, iii, P. 

V p^ 1^80) ; yet theee only constitute a part of the Ordo R<muunt$, 
which Mabillon has Ulustrated and Fleury has abridged, (Hist; Ecclee. 
torn, vni, p. l-3»-162). 

* r lesm froid the Abb^ Dubos, (Reflexions sur la Poesie et Ja Pein- 
tMt^ torn, ill? J^' 174, 175), that the simplicity of the Ambrosian 
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CHAP, has preserved the vocal and instrumental mii* 
^^^' sic of the theatre, and the rough voices of the 
barbarians attempted to imitate the melody 
of the Roman school.^ Experience had shewn 
him the efficacy of these solemn and pompous 
rites, to sooth the distress, to confirm the faitb, 
to mitigate the fierceness, and to dispel the dark 
enthusiasni of the vulgar; and he readily forgave 
their tendency to promote the reign of priest- 
hood and superstition. The bishops of Italy and 
the adjacent islands acknowledged the Roman 
pontiff as their special metropolitan. Even the 
existence, the union, or the translation of epis- 
copal seats, was decided by his absolute discre- 
tion : and his successful inroads into the provin- 
ces of Greece, of Spain, and of Gaul, might coun- 
tenance the more lofty pretensions of succeeding 
popes. He interposed to prev^it the abuses of 
popular elections; his jealous care maintained 
the purity of faith and diiscipline, and the apos- 
tolic shepherd assiduously watched "over the 
faith and discipline of the subordinate paston. 
Under his reign, the Arians of Italy and Spain 

chant was confuted to fouyr nt^d^t whUc the more perfect haxmonyrf 
the Gregorian comprised the eight modes or fifteen chords of the ts« 
<9lent music. He observes (p. 3S2) that the connoisseors. admire the 
preface and manj passages of the Gregorian oiBce. 

^ John the deacon (in Vit. Greg. L ii, c 7) expresses the etrly 
contempt of the Italians for tramontane singing. Alpiina scilicet cor^ 
pora vocum suarum tonitruis altiebtie pcrstrepentia, suscepf^ ^ 
fulationis dulcedinem proprle non resultant: quiabibuligtttturiibtf* 
bara feritas dum inflexionibus et repercussionibus mitem nitituredov 
cantilenam, naturaK quodam fragore quasi plaustra per grados cod- 
fcise sonantia rigidas voces jactat, &c. In the time of CharI«wV' 
tfie Franks, though with some relactance> admitted the justice oC^* 
^^tMch. Muratori^ Dissert, zzy. 
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"urere i-econciled to the catholic church, and the chap. 
conquest of Britain reflects less glory on the ^^^Ji^^ 
name of Caesar, th§n on that of Gregory L 
Instead of feix legions, forty monks were embark- 
ed for tbat distant island, and th^ pontiff lament- 
ed the austere duties which forbade him to par- 
take the perils of their spiritual warfare. In 
less than two years he could announce to the 
archbishop of Alexandria, tbat they had baptiz- 
ed the king of Kent with ten thousand of his 
Anglo-Saxons; and that the Roman missionaries, 
like those of the primitive church, were armed 
only with spiritual and supernatural powers* 
The credulity or the prudence of Gregory was 
always disposed to confirm the truths of religion 
by the evidence of ghosts, miracles, and resur-. 
rections f and posterity has paid to his memory 
tiie same tribute, which he freely granted to the 
virtue of his own or the preceding generation. 
The celestial honours have been liberally bestow- 
ed by the authority of the popes, but Gregory is 
the last of their own order whom they havepre^ 
sumed to inscribe in the calendar of saints. 

Their temporal ppwer insensibly arose from the *™f J®*"' 
calamities of the times: and the Roman bishops, vemmeat; 
who l^ave deluged Europe and Asia with bloody 
were compelled to reign as the ministers of charity 
and peace. I. The church of Rome, as it has 

> * A French critic (Petrus Gussanvillus, Opera, torn. ii» p. 105* 
112) has vindicated the right of Gregory to the entire nonsense ef 
the Dialogues. Dupin (torn. ▼, p. 138) does not think that any one 
will vouch fcNT the truth of all these miraclef $ I should like tQ knour 
k/f^ flia«y of them he believe^ himself. 
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CHAP. bMn ftrmerlf ^tmnrM» was emlowed with dm- 
^n^ m T^gi P^^ posBcssions Ifi luty, Sdly, and the ifMA^dis* 
Unt provinces ; aiMl her agtnts, who.were cmn* 
moaly subdeacoBS, had acquired a civil, and eren 
eriimiial, jurisdictioa -over their teaaats lukt hus- 
iiif tsutet, bandmen. The successor of St Peter admiak- 
tered his patrimony with the temper of a vigi^ 
lant and moderate Ian<fl<»tl f and the episties of 
Gregory are filled with salutary instructions to 
abstain from doubtftil or vexatious lawsuite ; to 
preserve the integ;rity of weights and measures; 
"*" to grant every reasonable delay» and to reduce 
the capitation of the slaves of the glebe, who 
purchased the right of marrii^e by the payment 
of an arbitruy fine.* The rent or *the pro- 
duce of these estates was transported to the 
mouth of the Tiber, at the risk and expeiice of 
the pope ; in the use of wealth he acted like a 
faithful steward of the dburch and the poor, and 
liberally applied to their wants the inexhausti- 
ble resources of abstinence and order« Tlie vo- 
luminous account of his receipts and distmrse- 
ments was kept above three hundred years in the 
Lateran, as the model of Christian economj. 

* Baronius is unwillting to expatiate on the care, of the pAtrimonies, 
lest he should twtny tHat they consisted not of khgdonu Dot yinm 
The Pren^h wtkers, the BenedieHbie editors, (torn, it, 1. iti, p. STt. 
&c.% axMl Fleurj, Ctons^ ^iit, {h 29, &c.)> are not afraid of enterinc 
ijnto these humble, though useful, details; and the humanity of Fteury 
dwells on the social virtues of Gregiory.. 

• I much suspect tkiat this pceaK^r j tne ott tbe marrii^ea of fiU 
Inns produeed tke famous, and often fabulous, right» dt eicMto^ i$ 

^ marpmUe^ Ac. With the donsent of her husband, an handsoaie bride 
might commute the pajment in the artts of a young kuidloi9d» and 
the mutual favour might aSbrd a prcdeccnt of local natbet than le^^ 
%rrai^ny. 



terly altowance to the ckt|y* to Us domestics^ ,^ f^^ m 

to the monasteriei> the chititftief^ duf plwes df andaJW 

burial, tlie ateis*bMMi3» and the. hoi^itftla of 

Rome, mid tkie rest of the dtocciBS. On tte ft06 

day €f ^^ery nurntfa^ hd dis^ibttted td the ftow^ 

accordlttg to the seism, their steted portion of 

com, wba^i ^btestt) v:egetdtdes» od^ fiish, fresh pro^ 

visioiis^ dlotltttt, atul moAesr ; and hid tiWMtegr 

were coDthitffliHf sumtftoned to stftiiiy, ifi taiir 

tk^me, the cn^tr^ordiaiarf demands of indigeMir 

and merit The instant (S^tm^ of tike siefe Wid 

hel{rte96» ctf sf raiig:er8 and pilgrims^ was relieved 

by the bounty of each day, and of eirerf liouf } 

nor woaM the pontiff kdml^e hifMetf in a frugal 

repast, till he had sent the dishes from his oim 

table to some objects deserv^ of lii^ MttifMUM 

fia<tti« The misery of the times liad redoeed tk^ 

nobles and mairoos of Rottie to aecept, widfi^ 

a blttsfa) the henetolenoe of tht^ dtnrch : ibtee 

thousand tirgins feeeived thehr Ibod and rakii^M 

from the hand of thcsh* beoefactor ; and msay 

bishops eC Italy escaped fron tti^ bstfbttiisais td 

the hospitsfele OMshold ef the Yaticai!. 6re^ 

gory ttiig'ht justly be styled the Father of his 

Country i md sttch was the extreme sensftiBty 

of bis conscience, that, for the death of a beggar 

who bed perished in the streets, be imter^^eted 

himself daring several days firom the €serdse et 

sacerdotal fand;iens. II«Theinislbrttiiies<tfRoflid 

biTohed Ote apostofieal pastor in the biisiaeiSf 

of peace and War; and it ni>%hebe donhtftalto 

himself, irbether piety or antbition ftompted 
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him to sutqply. the place of his absent sovereign. 
Gr^ory awakmied the emperor from a long 
slumber, exposed the guilt or iocapcu^tg^ of tbe 
exarch and his inferior ministers^ qomplained 
that the veterans wtre withdrawjok from Koine 
for the defence of Spoleto^ encounaged the Ita- 
lians to guard their cities and altars ; and con- 
descended, in the crisis of dai^r, to name tbe 
tribimes» and to direct the operations, of the pro- 
vincial troops. But the martial spirit of the pope 
was checked by the scruples of humanity and 
religion ; the imposition of tribute, though it 
was employed in the Italian war, he freely con- 
demned as odious and oppressive ; whilst he 
protected against the imperial edicts^ the pious 
cowardice of the soldiers who deserted a mili- 
tary for a monastic life. If we may credit his 
own declarations, it would have been easy for 
Gregory to exterminate the Lombu*ds by thieir 
domestic factions, without leaving a Idng, a 
duke, or a count, to save that unfortunate na- 
tion from the vengeance of their foes. As a 
Christian bishop, he preferred the salutary <^ces 
of peace ; his mediation appeased the tumult of 
of arms ; but he was too conscious of the arts of 
the Greeks, and the passions of the Lombards, 
to engage his saered promise for the observance 
of the truce. Disappointed in the hope of a 
general and lasting treaty, he presumed to save 
his country without the consent of the emperor 
or the exarch. The sword of the enemy was 
suspended over Rome ; it was averted by the 
mUd ^lo^uence» and seasonable giltsj, of th,e pou-i 
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tiff, who commanded the respect of heretics and chap, 
barbarians. The merits of Gregory were treat-* -,^ ,^ ,^'^^ 
ed by the Byzantine court with reproach and The Swi- 
insult; but in the attachment of a grateful ^"'^ 
people, he found the purest reward of a citizen, 
and the best right of a sovereign/ 

' The tempptal reign of Gregory I is ably exgposed by Sigonius la 
the first booky de Regno Italic. See t^s works, torn. U, ^ 4rl*75» 
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devolutions of Persia after the death ofChosroes or Nusi- 
trwin^-^His $6ny Jfformou^^ a tyraM^ is diposed-^^V- 
turpatiM ofBahar a m» ^ F light and restoration ofChos- 
roes II^^His graHhtde to efte Romans^^Tke chagan 
if the Avars-^Randt rf the army againsi Maurice^ 
His death^Tyrawfty ofPhi Kas ' Elevation ofHcrac- 
tius'^The Persian war^-^hosroes subdues Syria^ E- 
gypty and Asia Minor^^Siege of Constantinople hy the 
Persians and Avars-^Persian expeditions — Victories 
and triumph of Heradius. 

CHAP. 1 RB conflict of Rome and Persia was prolong- 

XLVL ^ fyQjn tiig iieath of Crassus to the reign of He- 

eMUMt of radius. An experience of seven hundred years 

^ ' might convince the rival nations of the imposa- 

bilitj of maintaining their conquests, beyond the 

fatal limits of the Tigris and Euphrates. Yet the 

emulation of Trajan and Julian was awakened 

by the trophies of Alexander, and the sovereigBs 

of Persia indulged the ambitious hope of restoring 

the empire of Cyrus.* Such extraordinary efforts 

of power and courage will always command the 

attention of posterity ; but the events by which the 

« Mians qid . . • repotc ere nt • . . Teteres Penarum ac Macedonnm 
tcrminMy sequi inTasiiruin ponessa Cyro et post Alexandro, per vani- 
loquentiam ac minus jacicbat. Tacit AnnaL vi, 31. Such was the 
language of the Arsaxiiits ; I baye repeatedly marked the lofty claini 
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fkte i^ iiaitiofis is not materially changed^ leivt ft en |lF» 

faint impression on the page of histQiyy and the ^^^^^ 

patience of the leader would be exhausted fagr tk^ 

repetkicm of the same faostiUties^ undertaken 

'vrithmit catise, prosecuted without giory^ and 

terminated without €fibct. The arts of negoti^ 

ation, unknown to the simple grMitn^S9 of thff 

senate and the Caesars, were assiduously £saltir 

vated by tbe Byzantine princes ; and IhememOr 

rials of their perpetual embassies'* repeat^ wUit 

the same uniform profixity, the language of falser 

hood and declamation, the insolence of the bpTf 

barians, mid the servile temper of the tribiitaiy 

Greeks. Lamenting the barren superfluity of 

materials, I have studied to compress the narrat**- 

ive of these uninteresting transactions t but the 

just Nusbirvan is still applauded as the model of 

oriental kings, and the ambition of Ms gmndson 

Chosroes prepared the revolution of the East, 

which was speedily accomplished by tbe arms 

and the reHgion of the successors of Mahomet. 

In the usel'ess altercations^ that precede and Congest 
justify the quarrels of prmces, the Greeks and the by Nu- 
barbarians accused each other of violatuig the A.^Dr$70w 
peace which had been concluded between the two ^^ 
empires about four years before the death of Jus- 
tinian. The sovereign of Persm and India aspir^^^ 
ed to reduce under his obedSence the province 
of Yemen or Arabiia"* Felix ; the distant land of 

• ^ See the embassieB of Menander, extracted and pteserved io tha 
xth century by the order of Constantioe Porphyrogenitus. 

^ The general independence of the Arabs, whkh cannot be ad« 
aaHted witfaoat many tinuutioiisy, Ib bUadly aaserted in a sapasat» . 

diMertatioa 
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CHAP, myrrh atkL fniiikincense, which had escaped, ra- 
^^J ^ ther than opposed, the conquerors of the East 
After tite defeat of Abrahah under tbe walls of 
Meoca^ the d^oord of his sons and brotheiis gave 
anieasy entrance to the Persians: they chased the 
strangers of Al^ssibia beyond the Red Sea; and 
a native prince of the ancient Homerites was 
restored to the throne as the vassal or viceroy of 
the great Nusliirvan.^ But the nephew of Jus- 
tinian declared his resolution to avenge the in- 
juries of his Christian ally the prince of Abyssi- 
nia, as they suggested a decent pretence to dis- 
continue the annual tribuie, which was poorly 
disguised by the name of pension. The churches 
of Persarmenia were oppressed by the intolerant 
spirit of the Magi ; they secretly invoked the 
protector of the Christians, and after the pious 
murder of their satraps, the rebels were avowed 
and jBupported as the brethren and subjects of 
the Roman emperor. The complaints of Nu- 
sMrvan were disregarded by the Byzantine court; 
Justin yidded to the importunities of the Turks, 
whoofferedahallianceagainstthecommon enemy; 
and the Persian monarchy was threatened at the 

dissertation of the author? of the Universal Historjr, vol. xx, |i. 196- 
S50. A perpetual miracle is supposed to have guarded the prophecy 
la favour of tke pofiterity of Ishmael ; and these learned bigots are 
pot afraid to rittk the truth of Christianity on this frail and si^pery 
foundation. 

'* D'Herbelot, Biblioth. Orient, p. 477. Pocock, Specimen Ifist 
Arabum, p. 64, 65. Fathar Pagi (Crittca, tom. ii, p. 646) has proved 
that after ten years peace, the Persian war, which coittinued twenty 
years, was jrenewed A. D. 571. Mahomet was born A. D. 569, in 
the year of the elephant, or the defeat of Abrahah, (Gagnier^ Vie de 
M«bomet» tc^n. i, p. 89, 90^ 98) ; and this account aliov^ two yeaic 
for the cenguest of Yemen. 
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sasi^ SBstant by ike uittted focces of Sutfope, of chap. 
£thiGp]si» and of ScvtliUL At the we of founcore^ ^^^^ 
the sovereigii of -the East would perhaps have 
chosen the peac^l oyojiimiit of his glory aad 
greatness: but as soon as war became inevit- h^^^ 
able^ he took the field with the alaority of youth, the Bo- 
whilst the aggressor trembled in the palace trf*]^^ 5Tt, 
Constantinople. Nudiinran, or Chosroes^ €0&«^^^ 
ducted in person the »ege of Dara; and alttwogb 
that important fortress had been left destitute 
of tro(^ and magazines, the valour of the ii^ia-' 
bitants resisted above five numths the archers, 
the el^hants, and the military engines of the 
great long. In the meanwhile his general Adarr 
man advanced from Babylon, traversed the detort, 
passed the Euphrates, insulted the suburbs of An- 
tioch, reduced to ashes the city of Apamea, and 
laid the spoils of Syria at the feet of his maste*» 
whose perseverance in the midst of winter, at 
length subverted the bulwark of the East. But 
these losses, which astonished the provinces an4 
the court, produced a salutary efiect in the repent* 
ance and abdication of the emperor Justin: a new 
spirit arose in the Byzantine councils ; imd a truce 
of three years was obtained by the prudence of 
Tiberius. That seasonable interval was employ- 
ed in the preparations of war ; and the voice of 
ramour proclaimed to the world, that from the 
distant countries of the Alps and the Rhine, from 
Scythia, Maesia, Pannonia, IIlyricuTn,and Isauria, 
the strength of the imperial cavalry was reinfor- 
ced with one hundred and fifty thousand soldier's. 
Yet the king of Persia> without fear, or without 




lim MgikmuAxm. of tibmMp fyrrii^A% com* 
nandM timiki^mmiiimMrimk ^ Cmmnm. the 
sMtoopdii 0f IlitXaypwkMbft {ff^t^fiaeti* The 

of MelilSM^ llie bfii1)MUii»^%^ dnlciMdtbe 
«vwMJ^A€&Mldof«rfMi'4(» i^eto i i geAifctig feie, 
Md At^iM 'tliw WiPgft;i€«»<lii(rplwytr while 
t||0 BMdaw* i» 4«n^ tudntUdbodiMt .«(peeted 
to ptef Ml in filMer instion* ^ Ibe wMi^Hbof their 
»wof d« and lMee«* A Scjf iJMMi «bt»f^ «1m^ fom- 
maDdMl thi^ir rigbt igit^t ^uaiMr Ltuwif d the 
fkmk Qf tto fMBiy^ iilitifrfccd.ibe^^ is 

ibi^ prM^no^ of Cb<i^«o«9, p$»«kr9ted te #h^ midst 
cif ihi^ 4»mp, i^iU^g^d tb^ MjNil |«R^ frofimed the 
Mara^i Arof losded a tir%iqt^ .i^iffiolffiwith tte 
ffoilsf .0f Aal« cut Im way Ihroi^ hAh^ rS'amo 
itfst^ Ai¥l. r9turfied mth mi^<ii,wii^^Q&f^*o}m 
friends, who had con9Uined ^te^dpy in ittagie 
eoQibatft or ineffectua} skirmishes. The darkne^ 
itf the Aighfc» and ibe sqiai^tioiit of the RaniaDs, 
aff^ded tbo' Persian monarch an opporti^nity of 
revenge.; aitd ooe.of th^ir camj»s wa^ &vit^pt away 
by a rapidand impetuous assault. But the review 
of bi9 loss, and the consciousness pfliiS'^ dangers 
distecoiined Chosroea to a ^oedy rt^rtut; he 
hiirnU in his passage^ the vacant town^qf Meli* 
tf pe ; andt without consulting ther aafeti: of ^ 
Inoops, boldly swam the Euphrates on tihte ^ack of 
an elephant. After this unsucce3$fu] caiop^, 
the waat of magazines, aad perhaps aome inroad 
ifcf the Turk», obliged him. to disbaod or ^vide his 
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orceai ti^ Roauuis wen left iMHlen c£ t£e chap. 
ield» and their general Justinian, adranciiig to ^^!^tX^ 
;he rdief of tlie Persarmeniaa rebels, erected 
us standard on the banks of the Araxes. The 
^reat P<mipey hi^ formerly halted within three 
lays march of the Caspian :* that inland sea was 
explored for the first time, by an hostile fleet,^ 
md seventy thousand ci^ves were transplant* ^ 
^ from Hyrcanla to the isle of Cyprus. On the, 
return of spring, Justinian descended into ^e 
fertile plains of Ass3rria, the flames of war ap- 
[HToached the residence of Nisdiirvan, the indig* 
aant monarch sunk into the grave, and his last His dMth. 
edict restrained his successors from exposing 
their person in a battle against the Romans. 
Yet the memory of tiiis transient affiront was 
Ipst in the glories of a long reign; and his for* 
midable aEiemies» after tndulgmg their dream of 
conquest, again sdidted a short respite from the 
calamities of war<' 

. « He ii«A vrnquMiid tiM Albtnluis, who tvonglit into the §M 
12,000 horse and ^,000 foot; bat he dreaded the multitude of ve* 
nomous reptiles, whoae existence may admit of some doubt, as well 
as that of the neighbouriiig Amazons. Plutarch, in Pompelo, torn. ii| 
p. 11S5» U6S. 

' In the histoiry of the world I can onljr perceive two navies on the 
Caspian.«'->1. Of the Macedonians, when Patroeles, the admiral of the 
Icings of Sjnria* Seleueus and Antiochut, descended most prabaUy the 
river Oxus, from the confines of India, (Plin. Hist. Natur. vl, 21). 
2. Of the^aussians, when Peter I conducted a fleet and army from 
the ncijgbbottsiiood of Moscow to the coast of Persia, (Bell's Travels* 
ifoL ii, p. 3S6-352). He justly observes, that such martial pomp 
had never been displayed on the Volga. 

s For these Persian wars and treaties, see Menander, in Excerpt. 
Legat. p. 11S->125; Theophanes Bytant. apud Photlum, eod. Ixi9« 
p. 77, 80, 81} Evagrins, I v, c. 7-15; Theophylact^ 1, ill, c ^.lO-j 
Agathias. I. iv» p. HO. 

VOL, VIII. N 
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CHAP. .Tfaerihfoneittf. CinMoefiNiMhiiflai m»Md 
J^^;;^ by. HeroMmbor Hornsiisdiuii tbe eldest icr .the 

Tyranny IMSt f&VOUredof Ua SftflS^ , Wltjb t^ kiI||plDWS of 

^il"^ Bersia and Iiufimr Jii»anbQlit«Jl t)i« .r«put«sli#ii and 
ho. ' of liis.wise.8od \'bliiin|.Q®<t^|(,Kuid i^g^etMv^ sjs- 

ptiiioe and pe^le. But tlii9 r^aX^lflitlN^ltpyed 
a.il^ more valiiaUe bteHii^ttbfh0ei«id&i|^<»f a 
sai^e who had pMiidod oiyfr.^fe ^diWlKtiWi ^Pd 
who always prafelrred. tbetrhQH^vir /*%. fM^te- 
rest (tf his pupil hi». mteY^Sfcit^^uaxitdllMl^* 
Ip^ ^dispute wHb tbet Gneiikjteidr.JiBdiai^fdpitoso- 
ykm», BusuTjgVbad oiicle; iiifmM^wP^^ idil^t^jthe 
mmt grievow. nii^fc^iiQ^ of }t£9^i9^^M:^i^fi9^«th- 
oat . the remeiabravQf) of . virlqe ;i-aMo««ir*iPi^ 
dmyr win pmKii90;t)iat^;t}i^:9m^ iM^i»qi^ 
pelled hl9i» dufiitg tiiira^ 7#W9b. tt^ i4¥IIP<^i4iie 
councils of the Persian ei9^pim«r,iJH(i&c^$^t]|^ 
rewarded by the gratitude ^n^ dpQyitjf^i^^pr- 
iliouz» wbo adcnowJe^ged himself* imp^ fp^f^tyted 
to his ,prec0p£(tf <;fiaii to his pi^reijtj;; ^^ ^ife^n 
age add labour had iaipaM#d.,tI^,|||«i&9g^a^ 
perhaps the faculties of tljiis pi^eii|Tca9lli^l^, 
he retired fromcpurt^^aiid^b^ndime^^bej^Qy^- 
i'ul monarGfa to bh own f«GBlo98r^Qd>^iyp p£ ^ 

^ Bn^urg Mihir maj^ he coitsidered, in hfe cli'^ntcter anil sl^tidn, is 
the Seneca of the Eastf but hU virtuesr, and piHii|M' his fiftttfti. are 
less known- than those of tha Roman^iwho af^itears to luive ^9Bi|.fBpch 
niore loquacious. The Persian sage was the person, who ito^rted 
. Uroln tndhi the game of diesa and €he ftCbles^ of PHpaj. ' Siitiht bm been 
Ihe fame K>( his'wis^oni and tirtnes^ that 'the Ghriattaiia^alBi^bte as a 
believer in the gospel ; and the Mahometans revere Biizurg as a pre- 
mature Mus8u)a|an. D*Herbt;)6t, Bibliothcqu* Oriehtale; p. 2i^ 



faii^,thesateesoteefi^;^*ei%^ttfA%\<^«€^ u^XIl 

of Afardiri ^Amttmiiis; ' Q^tiditttfni^^^ b( H^fMtf 
and oor»b|)«xcto5 ^^^'^d b^<t>lilMaii^ 

disgrace aiAd «xild'<^ tb^ fri«ftd» ^ ^sbirimi 

by degte^^fit«ii» th^ ffiitid i$f Hdn^rtWi^/flrcmitt^ 

palaeei «iid^#cnii 'tto<'g^eritii»3ti(;* of tiie stile. 

The «mikmAgeimy^b&eyei ^iMtMrs^f tihe klag^; 

infortii^d liom df tfte^progp^sg ctf dtMrdi^r, tbai^liil^ 

]^i%tkk#iaii|^vfenibm fle^ to thrfr prejr "i^iih-*tli^ 

ii«reeti^tf c7 'Uons^aiid «ag>k^,^ and that their ra* 

piAe iiAfli^nMie^Wbitfd teach the nAost loyal of 

ins stehjecte ta^aMdi* tM' name and attthoritgrnf 

their €»irteii^%b. The siBceritry^ of thfe advib^ was 

ponisiied^tft deitdi, the^murmonrs ^ the dttet 

wiere^sjnsM, ^eir tumults were quoted by* mi- 

HtaLrjftes^cutioii; the hitermediMepowersbetweeil 

the throae^and the people were abolished; and the 

cUld^ tmltf df H(mKkdu2, who affected the 

daily use of the tiara, wasfond of declaring^, that 

he sdbafevnmld^be Idle judge as well as the ttm^ 

ter bf^UiS ftingdimi. In evdry word, and in every 

actiefhy the: son* of Nushirvan degenerated from 

the' vM4ie6 cff bi^ f«lher. His avarice, defruuded 

the trofips ; ,his jealous caprice degraded t;he sa- 

trapst} >the palace^ the tribui^s, the waters, of the 

Ti^, ^ferfe'stataed With the bl6od of the hmo- 

ce^ii, ,A^ ri^l lyiei^ .^I&»1M W^Ww? i Auff<?rjJW^ 
and ^esEecution^dfrfeii^een^tlw wt s a i^d^'-^^ ^ *^ As 

. the excuki? 2r'hl^ cruefty; IiS*sd!^e^m'e$ coWde- 



XLVI. 



WQ^Id be prodHctWe f^ Ht^ and ^^ their 
jbatred must tfroooAate lorrebf ttloci ; , Iw^t he f<»^t 
that his own jruUt aiidXoUy |i^ iiugii^lkb^seQti- 
xoei^ts which he.deplared^ andprqwi^ «|if eveat 
liehichhesoJus4;ly.9pprebeDd^ £¥««3ierfi$iBd by 
kmg aod hopeless opprfssioo^the/profpiM^ of JSa- 
byloo, Sttsa» and Cai»wi8»<erfir^ ^ sfiMidanl 
of revolt ; and the prlikces pfAj^itaa^ ^Ki4ia|.aiid 
Scythia, refused tbecurtcMfiai^rtlsbiite.t^^tl^ifflr 
worthy successor of NusbMmrf^ 'l^er^f^n^i^tbe 
Roi^ans, in sbw sieges, ^d fin^qp^ J^irp)^, af- 
flicted the frontiers of Mes^pQ^mia,ifMSd^^b^ 
m» of their generab professedl^si^l^^j^iier^c^e 
of Scipio, and the soldiei^ weix^,^9^nupj|^ 
muraculous image of Christ, whme m^^mpect 
should never have been disptoyed^R't^lrcqit^ 
battle.^ At the same time, the eas^terii ospfvii^ 
of Persia were invaded byrthe gr«at ^t^ whfi 
passed the Oxus at the head of three or fcmr^un- 
dred thousand Turks. Tlie imprud^Hcvniovz 
aMepted their perfidHous And fernndaMef dd; 
th^ cities of Khorasan or Bactriaoa wi^|^,cQiBr 
aanded ta open theur^gatea; the nnrolii«f: the 
Imrbariians t(»rards the mduntalhs bf HjrMank 
revealed the correspoiiiknce oC^he .Tur»ahrjiid 
iikamin anmr; a^nlth^r miiMniMt hoiFe^rai^ 
$d the throne of the hous^t oi; §a?$ai»» . ,., .^,- 

of Cliriflt» 1. ii, c* S. HerMfter i 8(h*li%p^^oreiuliplf irf'tfie^fatfe- 
tlifi t'ma^efli^ hai^ alttinrt odd «io&. 4lrf#, if rto Ika ^ ri Ha M lc ii, is 

«ttt« j€Wh «Dfliir«tteM MiM arctaii9ie%aiBe^h^«ck&op.. 
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Persia bad been lost by a kihg ; It wis saved cukt. 
by an hero. After hfe tevolt, Varines or Bah- ,- ^ ^^, ^: , 
ram is sf igmati2!ed by the son of Hormotiz as an Bspioitt of 
ungrateful slave: the proud and ambiguous re* JJ^[^. 
proach of ^de^otisnl, siiwe he was truly descend* 
ed fWtti the aiilciclht^5lf)rfhces of Rei/ one of the 
seven faisflies .^whosb isplendtd, as W6ll as stib^ 
^tantia}; prerogatives^ exalted them above the 
heads of tte Persian Itiptfility.* At' the siege of 
I>ark, the Vdloiir bf Bahram was signalized un- 
der the eyes of KtidHUvan, and both the father 
and soh sttecessive!^ promoted him to the com- 
mand of armie^^ the government of Media, and 
the supierintcftadence of the palace. The popu- 
lar pre^ction which marked him as the deliver- 
er of Persia, migbt be inspired by his past Vic- 
toria aiid extraordinary figure : the epithet Gk- 
dm is expressive of the quality of dry wood; he 
bad tBe strength and stature of a giant, and his 

^ Ra^«, or Rei» is mentioned io the apocryphal book of Tobit aft 
alMfldsp ioiirisliiiig, TOOyimrs befnre Christ, under the Assyrian empire. 
Uxider th^. foreign, nvmes o# EuMpos and Arsada^ this citf , 500 stadia 
to the south of the Caspian i^tes, was successively embellished by tht 
M^te^nldtns ind f^rthians, (Stfabo, 1. xi, p. 796). Its grandeur and 
9<tt«i]4Q»na»fttlhe iM!Qi eeaMtf Im tuggtntiA beyond ttte bounds df 
credibUit|f pui Rei has been since ruined by war» and the unwhola- 
somen'ess oAhe air. Chardin, Voyage en Perse, torn* i> p^ 279» 280. 
iy»MfMloC^1tlb|ioiii. OriMtJd. ^ n4. 

< Th^pliyUMcV^ l»t.f*^^ . V^ itory of t|ie smn Perwans istoM 
in the third book of Herodotus ; and their npble descendants are of* 
ten mentioned, especially in tht fragments of Ctesias. Yet the inde- 
pendence of Otanet (Herodot. 1. ill, c S3, 84) is hostile to the spirit 
of . deil^giisn),} andjt migr not seem probable that the eeven iaa^iea 
could sumvQ tb^ j^^v^tiona of eleimi Jiondicd years. They migbt 
hov^fer be ceprcsented by the apven .aiinistef«» iBrisson, de R^ifwo * 
Persioo^ L t» pu ldO| ; afid fame Peijsiaa nobles* like the tonga #f 
Pontua (Polyb. 1. y, p..^UiO). ^ad CqiiMid^c^a* <]liodo4r. SioiL U 9Hi» 
torn, ii, p. 517), might claim their dasoent from the bold con^nions 
of Dariusk 

n8 
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CHAP, savage'temintenance Avas fancifully compared to 
^^^U tJiat! of a wild cat. While'the hation trembled, 
iir*l)it^ Mormowz disguiserf hxi ieiirdf'Mf tSfe name 
rf suspicion, atifcl bis servants fc6n(:ea!fed tti^ dis- 
16} alty Udder' tbe mask df"feiar,'1^^Varrf' alone 
displayed bis undaunted courage and apparent 
fidelity : and as soon las he fdtitid ^tti^l/ tie more 
than twelve thousand sdldlerS would follot*^ him 
^against the enemy, he prtiftentl^f Id^clHr^d, that 
to this fatal number heaveifi' hSd'i-feseiVed the 
honours of the triumph* ' "the steep and narrow 
descent of the Pule Rudbar"* or ttyrcahian rock, 
is the only pass through whtcK an atmy can pe- 
netrate into the territory of Rfel and tli'e plains 
of Media. From the commanding lieigftts, a 
band of resolute men might overwhelm with 
stones and darts the myriads of the'Tui*ftfi^h host: 
their emperor aod his son were ttianspiei?ccfti with 
arrows ; and the fugitives were teft, *^thout 
council or provisions, to the revenge i)^ ali injur- 
ed people. The patriotism of the ^^fsi^ii('%^ner- 
hl was stimulated by his affection IHV tb6 city 
of liis forefathers ; in the hour 6f Vrdtiif^'^ever)' 
]|ieasant became a soldier, 'and ev^fy*^8l3M an 
Jherd ; and their ardour was kiiidled ty' tne gor- 
l^eous spectacle of beds,^ anii' tlii^nei^ fti<f "^bles 
of massy gold, the spoils of itsiJl','ahW^^fi^e'fliitu^J- 
6f the hostile camp. A princ6 of 'af^fes^^ftikHg- 
fcant tebper could riot easify have iTo^g^VeA* his 
benefactor, and the secret hiEtred of Holrmtniz 
' ' ' '! Wjfs ^hvfenoihed by a lAaHcibbs iepoH^ttftt Mh- 

i. "* See an accurate description «f thismountoinby Qlearios^^Yoyage 
en Pent, p. 997, 998)» who asdiindi^ It'wilhrauclidiAcintyanddaA- 
ger in his return from Ispahan t^ the Casptan aea. 



fruits of his Tui:ki^ viptgyy.. But l^^pprpacbctf ^.^^^» 
a Roman aifmyon the sideof theAraxes^p^fipeU^ 
the iopy^Upable tyrant to si)[ule.9^tpap^aucl;,aijtj4 
the toilsof Bfthr^m^int^re r^yf^xd&i .wth.the j)er.- 
inissiQaofejacou^t^i-iagiaoeweneaiy^kyitbeirskiU 
aAd^cU$cipJj^e.n)Q|re fornaidaWe than, a Scythian 
niU|ltit)id^« l^t^dby his lecent success, he d^ 
psitchficl an hera^fl wHh i^^bold defiance to thex^mnp 
of .the JKoiniuiSjt irequ^sting them to fix a day ci' 
Jtmttlei. m^ to phoo^Q whether they would pass the 
river theiQciselv^s^ or allow ca free passage to the 
arm^ pi* the^re^t king* The lieutenant of the em* 
peror,M.aurice.preferred the safer alternative, and 
this.loQal circumstance, which would have en- 
hanced th^ victory of the Persians, rendered their 
deft^trm^jre ^oody and their escape more difficult. 
But the loss, of hissut^jects, and the danger of his 
kingdom, were overbalanced in the mind of Hor- 
moi^ ^y the disgrace of his personal enemy; and 
no soQiv^r hadBahram collected and reviewed his 
forces, than he received from a royal messenger 
theinsiUtinggiftof a dist9ff» a spinning-wheel, and 
a coniplete suit of female apparel. Obedient to 
th^ will.of his sovereign, he shewed himself to the 
soldiers in this uniwortby disguise : they resented 
h^ ignominy ^nd their own ; a shout of rebellion 
ran through the ranks, and the general accepted 
their oath of fidelity and vows of- revenge. A 
second mess0ng$r,^ who had been commanded to 
bf|i^ t^e. rebel in chains, was tranipled uiider the His rcb^. 
feet itf an elephant, and manifestos were diligently 
circulated, exhorting the Persians to assert their 
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CHAF. fteedmta agamstwi odinos wmA^mab&nptikle tf 
JS!^ ma*. Tbeddfection was npid smd umtwml 
-his Jojid flkires were sacrifioed to die pndbKoifuiy 
the troops 4eferted to the standard of Babeain: 
and the prarinces again sahited the delnmcr of 
hiscoimtry. i^ ' " 

to^i?^ As tHe passes were faithfatfy guerdect^ Hor* 
and impri- mouz coold ooIjT oonipttte the .mumber of his 
enemies by the testliiMmy of lagudtf canaeience, 
and the daily, defection of those wkfi^anuAheJioiir 
of his distress, avenged thsir wi^Qngs^i-osiibcgsi 
their obligations. He proudljr.^dispiagred tbe 
«ns^s of royalty .; but the citT^.aftiirpaieoe of 
Modam had already eaci^d frotti Ubtejdiaiid of. 
t^e tyrant Among tbe victims jq£ iik cnrueltT, 
^ Biiidoes, a Sassanian prince^ had beets eetst into 

a dungeon : his fetters were broken i]tjr tiie^seal 
and courage of a brother ; and he Bbmfd bcrfoie 
the king at the head of those tn^y guatdsfc wba 
had been chosen as the ministers of his^ednfia^ 
ment, and perhaps of his death. Alarmed h^ the 
hasty intrusion and bold reproachesoftfas naptira, 
Hormouz lodl&ed roundt but in vai9»:foihadiskr 
or assistance ; discoviered timt liis^MtroogfeiiaBtii'' 
sisted in the obedience of others^ andi patiiMlr 
yielded to the single arm of findoes, who do^ed 
him from the throne to the sansedungeoninithidi 
he himselif had been so lately confiocd.: tgAkttfar 
fit:9t tumults Chosroes, the eldest of/tiieisQttl>c£ 
HoroMniz^ escaped from th^^ city; he was |iei^ 
suaded to returnl^ the pressmg and friendly hivit^^ 
ation of Bindoes, who promised to seat him on hi? 
father's throne^ and who expected to reign under ^ 
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the name.of aninescperieDGadyeidAi; ifi tbogfisti cn^p. 
assurance^ thatAfa^ccooii^icegfcoMlJbngittier *tli^'\^l ^( ^ 
gire. nonJMyertaxfae ifiw yi vw t, md«h9rt;ttrdf!fr|l€aiii 
^an might lie tntsM^asrl^e j4d^>astd«aa^ 
the tyarBot^die inatibiiled a'pafclic Ural 'ip;|t&6u& li 
precedent and.witbout a copy in thealmik <)f' 
the iBast»hT33ie «on df^osbiTvan, «ctio Aluf 4re- 
quested tor plead in his oint defence^' i^m ifttm^ 
docedias axiainiivil ittta thefril assendsly of 'the 
nobles )aftd:8at0£^&^ He was heaid with dei;ent 
atteiilion a$ long asihe expiAiated on the adv^an^ 
tages of order and )obeiiei»(;e, the danger of in* 
naration, ^aad the inevitable diseond^of those Who 
bad enc6uniged each other to trample on their 
lawful and Uereditery sovereign. Bj a pathetic 
appeal to Hmt bamanity, he extorted that pity 
which m seldom refused <to the fallen fortunes of 
a Idng^; and wMl^ theylieheid the abject pos« 
ture add squalid appearance of the prisoner^ his 
tears, hk ehabis^ and the marte of ignominious 
sUipes^ it^was impossible to foi^ how rec^tly 
they bad adored the divine splendour of his dta* 
demand pur]^. ^But on angry muraiul* itfose 
in tbe tsssemMy: as soon as he presumed to vin- 
diftstejtlna ddoduet^^ and to applaud the victoriesi 
of innveign.^ He>4dKlied the duties of a king, 
aoMi{an(.IhBiTOm i]«titos M^hed with a dmmof 
eoiitenlpt;tbc^W)ere fired with indignation^bett'^ 
he <hMd)tor vilify tiio charaettrof^Che^ro^^; and»| 
1^^ I4ie iiidfirtreet offief of tesigdHigfhe W:iej|fki#6* 
tottfaes^oiid of hiS'Wfis; he sid^eriMI hXidfifit 

• tlic Orientals' suppose that BaTiraftn convened this assembly and 
proelaiiicdGb08n>e«i but ThtOJiliyfa<5t is, In this Ihstanee, more^is* 
tinct an4 crediWe. 



QHhf. o^niwunlipPt ^md* aacriftoed the life of his i&fia^ 
J^.L Mnt£^<Hwite( Xliet«iaiigU4iMNlie$.oC.thebof 
and bk mottker were expoaedto^thre pocqde ; the 
^es of Horaioaz wer^i^rcad with a bot needle; 
and tbe puniaiuafiei^t of the £st^ wmMucaiseM \ 
of hte Mn '^ ^ coronatioD oi his ^M^^t .S9fi#' .rCboaroes 
chosrocs. had aacei)di9d (ha throne wj^thoiitgwlt^ ^•luul hu 
piety straye to iiU^iate til^^mUl&^.'Q£ the abdi- 
cated- monarch; )(i!oiii the duqflMo* be wemord 
Hormouz to an a|»arttt)eot of the palace^ supplied 
with Jib^ahty. theconmlatioMiof seoswU ^oy* 
roent* and patiently endured th^ar^QiJia rallies of 
hiB resentment and despair* Hetmiight despise 
the resentment of a hhnd and iinpcfmiart^yraat, 
faat tbe t^it was tronbling on hishead^ tUl k 
could subvert the power, or acquire. Abe friend- 
ship, of the great Bahram, wfa^ sten^j^depied 
the justice of a revolution, in which him^f and 
his soldiersj^ the true representatives ,(«C^jRenia, 
had never been consulted. The.,<)flfer'^.a ge- 
neral anmesty, and of the- second. 4?au^ in Iw 
kingdom^ was answered byjem epfs^^foioo^Bah- 
riun^ friend of the giods, qenquei^ of ,mf^ <aad 
enemy of tyrants, the satrap of sat|^ap^#9fpiersl 
of the Persia^.arxaies,land.a4NtiI|ce^do|tlcf|lWith 
the ti^ of elevjen lurtues,'* . Qe f^rawvands 
Chosraes» the son of lipcinouji, t«l«4Ha[p4^ 
ample and. fate, of his father, to confine t^etj^t- 
ors who.had betsnt released from their chains to 

• See the word* of Theophylaet, I/iv. c 7. B«f«/ft fiX«f ^Hf hmt 

^tfmftutff &c. In this answer, Chosroes styles himself rn »«»«-« x^'' 
fitwt •itftMTa . • . . . ir9f XtrMMf (the genii) ftUr^fftng. ThiSntf 
genuine oriental bombast. 
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depbsit In some ttoly *plbce thb ^Kadem Wlifeh' ht chap. 
bad usurped, and to accept -flrAm his j^ciousHbe^ .w7'' 
nefac^dr the pardbn^his faults' aferf^he govern- ^^ 
meia^'of a provftic^l The i^bel-niig^Rt not be 
proiid, itid ihe king most a^strredly #as not 
lMhfAIIe;"but-tlie one was conscious of his strength, 
the/Mher Ms^ gexisSMe or his weakness; and 
erew tfce mt)d*^ lAngiiage bf * Ms reply ^still teft 
roona fdl* treaty and reconcfflation. (^sroesled 
into^tti^ fifeM^the slaves of the palace and the pa- 
pUlafce '^f '(hie bfepIWTi they b«lield with terror 
th^ banners df a Veteran army \ they were en- 
compassed'ind surprised by the evolutions of the 
general ; tod the satraps who had deposed Hon 
mou^, reeved* the punishment of their revolt, 
or e^tp^atl^ thc&r first treason by a second and 
mor^ferlftiThal act of disloyalty. The life and 
liberty itf Chosroes were isaved, but he was re- 
duced to the necessity of imploring aid or refuge 
in som^Yoreign land ; and the implacable Bfn-^ 
dbfesi-*ailidbus to secure an unquestionable title, 
haS^^S^ufriedto the palace, and ended, with 
i Wfeviys^Kng, the wretched existence of the son Death of 

<invftshif*toi.» rr^ 

^WlbW^Chosroes despatched th^ preparations of chosroea 
his'%*«ffeat, he deliberated with his remaining nTn^ 
ffi®ndi,'*%htt;h<rhe should Hirk in the valleys of 

Tf 'li^eophylact (1. iv, c. 7) imputes the death of Hormouz to his 
wa. li)fi«»lbMMcMtitum4lM^itfl[Kt«AtodMttiiiHtfae^^ 1 have 
&IlQwed the milder account of KhoDdemjr and Eutychius, and shall 
always be content with the slightest eridence to extenuate the crime- 
of parricide^ 

* After the battle of Pharsalia, the Pompey of Lucan (1. viii, 256- . 
45^) holds a similar debate. He was himself desirous of seeking the 
' Parthians ; 
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CHAP, mmnt CMCttW, or fly to the tente of th6 Turks, 
,^y^^^ « sriicit Ike protcetloii of tfce emperor. The 
Umg emulation of tlie succesjKors '6f Artasterxes 
and Coitfttotitti^ itter^iadMiiis mluctdnce^tb ap- 
pear asi a'»4u|]^lia&t2'in^a WaV court t^ but be 
wafkedrtiie fkree4 of fhe-Rdttliln^^a»d't>Mtdent- 
tyvO 0M ktotd» tbat' tlie MigfabouriiooA df ^Sffia 
would' usader* his ^sakpe more easy' aikH their 
8udeour#itioye effectual. Mtended oiitylyjrfais 
coftdAiues, and a' troop of uilMy gtig^nd^ te se- 
etttly deporiied fi^tn the eapiuL filllerwed tbi 
hwaks of the Buphrates, traverised the ^s^, and 
hrited at the distance of teii miles fitytn Circe- 
siam. About ^be third watch M the laS^t, the 
Romao prefect was informed of Mr approach, and 
he introduced the royal stranger to Hm ibrtress 
at the dawn oi day. From thence the king of 
Eersia was conducted to the more holierid%l>1e re- 
sidence of Hierapolis; and Maurice dissenftll^ 
pride> and displayed his benevolence, alt i^i rteep- 
turn of thel^tersandambassaddrs of the ^r^dsm 
ofNushirvan. t%ey humbly represented tihe vi- 
cissitude of fortune and the common in^restof 
priuces,exaggeratedtheingraiitudeofBahfiAftt!ie 
agent of the eril principle, smd iirged, wlt& sp^ 
cioa$ argomeut, thatit was for th^adi^aht^ofthe 
Romans themselves tosupportthetwomonarchies 
which balance the world, th^two great liiSmiiwries 
by whos^ saUitary influence it is vivified aadsdoni- 



*i..£'tkA AC '3. 



ParthittM; but his companions abhorred the unnatural aK^ce; and 
the adverse prejudice* might operate as forcibly as Chosroc^ and his 
^ compHfiloas, Krtio could describe, with the same Tehemence,, the con* 
tfast of Uw«, naigiea, and manners, between the East and West. 
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ed. /Ij^eaiixiety of C3i06roea.^iswoft1^^evei chap. 

by the asstirance^.tiiat the emfHrn^r biKl eqioused ^^i^^ 

the camae j.of ju^ice and n^idty; ba« Maurice 

prudeatly declinod the expenee aad delay of bis 

useless vi^ to Ccmstaatinople. In the name of x 

Ms gcsnerifii^ beoefacfor^ n ricb.diadem was pr^ 

sented to the fugitive prince with an iMStimable 

gift of]^w^.and gold; a powerful army was 

assembl^ oq thfi frqiitiei^ of Syria and: Armenia 

unde^ithecommimd of ti^ vaUant and faithful 

Nars^" and this j^eral, of his own nation^ and 

his own, chpice» v^as di^^Qcted to pass the Hgrb; 

and nfveir.to sbeatl) his eword till he had rest»« 

ed Chq^roes to the ^one of his ancestors. The 

enterprise» .however splendid^ was less arduous 

than it. might appeas. Persia had already re*' Hit mum, 

pented of her fatid rashness, which betrayed the 

heirof tib^house of Sassan to the ambition of a f«M 

beUiotts sulgect ; and the bold refusal of the Mi^ 

to consecrate bis usurpation, compelled Bahram 

to assume the scqitre, regardless of the laws and* 

prejudices of the Batkm* The palace was soon dis* 

tiacted with conspiracy^ the city with tumult, the 

prpvinees with iasurrecticm ; and tiie cruel execu'- 

tion of the guilty and the suspected, sen A to ir«« 

ritate rather than subdue the puUicdisecmtent. 

' In tins age tb«re were three wanien ofthename ^Hanm^ wIm 
biavc Veen blteii con^oDded, (Pagi, Critica, torn. ii« p. 640).— -1. A 
Pcinn|Mi|9i^ ^^ liretter <tf Isaae «uid Aitoatias* whoi after a tuc« 
cttiftil actum againt BeUaariua* deaerted from tiia Persian aovereign* 
and afterwards served in. the Italian war. fU The eunuch who eon- 
quer^ Italy. 3. The restorer of Chosroc^» who is celebrated in the 
poem of Corippus (l*.iiif tltO^W) as excelsus super Ainma vertice 
agrnina . • • • Igiabittt modestus . ^ • • morunt probitate ^accBSf virtute 
vfrcndus ; fulmineu9» paut|2S| vigilansy Ac, 
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CHAP. No soooer did the gnmdftcm 'of Nuahir^in ^i$« 
^''^'* niay bte e<«ti' nd tlie Rmtlon btonersHe^^nd the 
Tigris^ tliftii ke w» jokfed, each day, by* tMe in- 
^ Gfcbsngi tntiltiltites fyf'the imbUit^ ah4 {IMfde: 
«id' aa. \^ ^vahced; lie^tlee^hred <fttlttk<^Very ^ 
the graf^M offerings^ t9i64N!^drhf& citiMafid 
tlie iiMds of his' enemies. As" ^oi^^<ab^^/ioAsk 
wa» freed' IhHh/tt^ preseni^doPlAe'uMt^^'tbe 
hifai nihdMlaiite obeyM ^he ^fiftfi -sommtft^ of 
IfebcidH at tliehiead ofmify twe^ttoiliaiAd^ffle, 
and CSiosraes accepted the *sacred^^<ted^i«i>fotts 
ornaments of'tfae pdaee a^^ thc^p ta tfj ^ ^^Mteir 
troth and a presage of hiir^a0tMaeM»|KgiiGeeis. 
After the junction «lf the hnpeftaK^odftsvnt^Aiii 
Bafaram vainly struggled to pMveM^'^he^MMesI 
was dteidM by two battles on the! 4>8aiib0df the 

and final j^b; and the censes of Media) 1%% ^fUttiUff, 

'^''^^' With the laitMnl sntyecfes of Persia/iiiAdilHed lo 
sixty thousand) whfle thi^whKileiDrc^^tlfe^ftayp- 
er did not exceed forty €hottaaHdliMn:nh«^««M>g^ 
na^ signalized their vi^ur a»d»^hiiit]fv|iiat^tiie 
victory was finally tfetehnin^d by theflMMatetice 
of numbers^and discipline: WithilieSeWittiil^ 
a broicen amiy»r Bahtam'^ged4o^?r^dtf^fh^4edM6ni 
provinces of the! Oxufi^>. fhef «nttiiiy Mii&PeraiiVffe- 

]^h^ cofBCO^d him >tb the Tuili^>$^ \»V^[At^^Mf^mm 
*™' shortened by poison, perhaps the ^moslJIibtttrftbl^ 
of poisotisv the stii^gs tif remt>f seoad^d^lif^yiftfid 
the Twitter remembrance of lost glory. Yet the 
modern Persians still commemorate J^fie/jSpcJloi^ 
of Bahram; aiid someexcellentiawts {lavepsdoag- 
ed the duration of his troubled and trinsitjcnry reigfe. 

Bettora* The restoration of Chosroes was celebrated witli 

tion and 

^ucy of feasts and executions ; and the music of the royal 
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hwaqneAiVr^f^ often distarbedb^ tbegroims nf djr- ^^J- 
ing or i39tttila;ted erimiiwl9. A fgrnv^i pardon. — 



mighti.have di£E|i$i^ comibrt iui4 traoqHilUty 2*2' m- 

the F«ll^ii»sM B9t bi^Mi ^opu^nied fitim to 
drefi4tM%wr(iMtad 

sovw<^P» rTJboreK#QCBabrai9a,iK«d.|Jbex^G|iM 
spu?«f9!iflj^ t^jifuM^p^ineere ini|iprtially pixi^biurdi 
by< A^irerM^:^r< JJ^ic^ ^ ^ conquenir ; tb« 
in«i#sr^f^fi)Mido^. hi»self oorid mt purify, Us 
haQd,fi|oflftrti^«t^iH'Of.fiojal.biok>d; ilnd the son 
cf Ii9n9Cii>s«it«l.df»iroiis tarateaert his ow«i ia^ 
Booel^e«..a|id»||tl^vi|id«wle the saaetktj of kingE; 
Durmg ^ vigour.^ the Roman powei; several 
prwms>r<aeil3Wjk8fivQii^ therthrowof Pemablr 
tJ»e «iwyrmd'jt)^'aiithodt}r <bf fhe first Cmm$. 
Bti64A#ir}4QW'fibbj0^ wfsre aocm disgmfted with 
thefi^iomtpr^rktm^ iny^ib^ lil 

a fonaigit hmd ; Ih^ iiHGAabUiA]! of their dpnunioft 
gmVcUMi'^it 'a ^Yulfitr iskt^mofitm^ thftt the 
qhMMr^o$tMievwa$ solicited, aiid.r^^^ 
Afnahwdbw fagrrth(eiMpricioM8 JevUjr of (mental 
storms' ' But ttfaeui^oiiy of iMamace was coiuqpi- 
<!iioiiskni.tiif&itoiig aodi fortuoate^jceign of his «m 
andlwolly^i A:bilidofathoiisdndRoinaiis»wh» 
/cotttmMii M)guard the person. of Qbosroes, pro^ 

• £xperiAe«ti9 cognitum est bavbariM malle Romi petere riges 
tfasm habere. These expierimeiiti are admitabijr represttited in the 
invittttioil »tiA stpuls ioft Cif Vf nottes, (AnMl* ii« 1-^ ; IHddaMn 
(AnnaL vi. Zt-Mh uid Mfhes^t^s, <Aluial ia» lOi sit, 10-14). 
tlie eye of Taeitii« uums to have transpierced the camp of the Pat* 
tWaps and the walls of tbt haram. ' ' ' % 
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CHAP, claimedtiiscoiifideiiceuitliefidelity of thestrsn. 

^^^^ gers; his growing strength enablai him to dis- 
miss his uopopular aid, but he steadily profiessed 
the same gratitude knA reirerence to liis adopted 
father; and till the death of Maurice, the peace 
and alliance of the two empires were faitfafiilijr 
maintained- Yet the mercenary frienddiip of tiie 
Roman prince had been purchased with costly 
and important gifts : the strong cities of Martj* 
fqM>Ii8 and Dara were restoied, and the Posar- 
menians became the wtllii^ subjects of an em- 
pu^, whose eastern Umit was extended, beyond 
the example of former times^ as far as the banks 
of the Araxesand the neighbouitiood<rf' the Cas- 
pian» A pimis hope was indulge that the 
church, as well as the state, m%ht triumph io 
this revolution ; but if Cfaosroes had sincerely 
listened to the Christian bishops, the impression 
was erazed by the zeal and elo^ienoe of tbe 
Magi; if he was armed with pfaSosoidlic indif- 
ftrence, he accommodated his belief, or rather 
his professions, to t^e Tanous circumstances of 
an exile and a sovereign. The imaginary con- 
version of tbe king of Persia was reduced to a 
local and superstitious venwitioii for Sergiu^* 
one of the saints of Antioch> who heard his pray- 
ers and iqipeamd to him in dreams ; he enrich* 
ed the shrine with oflEerings of gold and silver, 

* S«f^t» and big companion Bacchus, who are said to have suAM 
iii the pcrstditlon of Maximian, ohtained divine honour in FiaiMii 
Ittiy* Conatandnople^ and the Bast. Their tomb at aaaaphewv 
flunobi for mtaiMles, and that Sytkm town acqnked the ii]Of«honoiB)> 
able nameof Sergiopolit. Tfilenionti Mcm« Bccles. to». v, p. 4SUM 
Antler's Safnts, vol. z, p. 155. 
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and ascribed to this invisible patron, the success en At. 
of his arms, and the pregnancy of Sira, a devout 
CbristiaiH and the best beloved of his wives."* 
The beaifty^of Sira, or Schfa-in,*' her Vit, her mu- 
sicaltalentr, are ^ill fettibus in the histoiy or ra- 
ther it the romances of the East : her own name 
is ciqirfessi'**, in tlife Persian tongue, of sweeti 
ness and grace; and thig epithet of Partk aK 
liidcfi to the charms of her royal lover. Yet Sira 
never AaredHhe passion which she inspired, and 
the Uiss'of Chostroes was tortured by' a jealous 
doiibt, that while he possessed her person, she had 
bestowc*idi' kffections on a meaner favourite/ 

" ^^W!»?» ^^ ^K^' fl),.ar^Tlieo^7Ja<»t, (I- v, c 13, 14), h^re 
preserved the original letters of Chosroes, written in Greek, signed 
with hts own hand, aifdaftefWhrds ins^iiribed on crosses and tables of 
gold, .iNi|MtW«e4«p^lilEU id Sa& church of SergiopidUs. They had 
been scQt.to the bishop of i.ntioch, as primate of Syria* 

' The Gneeks only describe her as a Roman by birth* a Christian 
by rdigfon $'but sh« is r^pmented as the daughter of the etnperof 
Maurice in- the Pei^an and Tur^idi Bomances, which celebrate the 
love of Khosrou for Schirin, of Schirin for t^erhad, the most beautiful 
youth'of^he East. D^Rerbelot, Biblioth. t)rieiit. p. 7S9, 997, 998.' 

' Tke ivbplt aefjes ^f . the tyranny of Hormone the revolt of 
Bahram, and the flight and restoration of Chosroes, \a related by two 
contemporary Ot'eeks — ^more concisely by Evagrius, (1. vi, c. 16, 17, 
IS, 19>.^iidtin<»A ^BiTiitely by Theophyhtct Simoeatta, <]. iii, c. 6^ 
IS;.], iv, c 1<^16; 1. v, c. 1-15): eucceeding compilers, Zonora* 
and Cedrenus, can only transcribe and abridge* Tlie Christian Arabs, 
Eutychlus, ^Annal. torn! ii, p. 200^208), and Abulpharjigius, (Dy- 
nast, p. 9<S-94, ap{i9tr to have consulted some particular memoirs^ 
The great . Persian historians of the xvth century, Mirkhond and 
Hhondemif,'afe enly known to ftie by the imperfect extracts of 
Shikard, (Tarikh, p. 150-155); Texeira, or rather Stevens, (Hist. 
Of Ptitata^^jp; 1»»-*196) ; a Turkish Ml$. translated by the Abb^ 
?«mrmebty (Hict. de rAcademie des Inscriptions, torn, vii, p. 325* 
384^, «ndi Alerbftlot, (aos mots, /fonR<»«e, p. 457-459; Bahrain, 
p. 174|i'S4itfei«u^ParvfZ| p. 996). Were I perfectly satisfied ot 
tlittfar alillkority, I eould wish these oriental materials had been more 
copious. *• 

VOL. VUI. O 
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CHAP. While the majesty of the Homan name was 
^!lilli^ revived in the East, the prospect of Europe is 
Pride, po- less pleasing and less glorious. By the depart- 
^weTot ure of the Lombards, and the ruin of the Ge- 
the chagan pidgg^ the balance of power was destroyed ob 
Avars, the Danube ; and the Avars spread their per- 
tool'Ac!^ manent domifiion from the foot of the Alps to 
the sea-coast of the Euxine. The reign of Baian 
is the brightest era of their monarchy; their 
chagan, who occupied the rustic palace of At- 
tila, appears to have imitated his character and 
policy ;' but as the same scenes were repeated 
in a smaller circle, a minute representation of 
the copy would be devoid of the greatness aod 
jaovelty of the original. The pride of the second 
Justin, of Tiberius, and Maurice, was hum- 
bled by a proud barbarian, more prompt to in- 
fliibt, than exposed to suffer, the injuries of war; 
and as often as Asia was threatened by the Per- 
sian arms, Europe was oppressed by the dan- 
gerous inroads, or costly friendship, of. the A- 
vars. When the Roman envoys approached the 
presence of the chagan, they were commanded 
to wait at the door of his tent, till, at the end 
perhaps of ten or twelve days, he condescended 

* A general idea of the pride and power of the chagan ma; be 
taken from Menander, (Excerpt. Legal, p. 117, ^c.)* and Theopbj* 
lact, (1. i> c. 3 ; 1. vii, c. 15), whose eight books are much more ho* 
nourable to the Avar than to the Roman prince. The predecessor 
of Baian had tasted the liberftUty of Rome, and he ^Q^vived the nrign 
of Maurice, (Buat. Hist, des Pexiplea Barbares, torn, xi, p. 64^). TIk 
chagan who invaded Italy A. D. 611, (Muratori, Annali, toi9. v, 
p. 305), was then juvenili etate ilorentem, (Paul Warnefrid, dt 
Gest. Langobard. I. v, c. 3S), the son, perhaps, or the grandson, d 
Baian. 
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to admit them. If the substance or the style of ch ap- 
their message was offensive to his ear, he in- ^^v^- 
suited, with a real or affected fury, their own 
dignity, and that of their prince ; their baggage 
was plundered, alid their lives were only saved 
by the promise of a richer present and a more 
respectful address. But his sacred ambassadors 
enjoyed and sibused an unbounded license in the 
midst of Constantinople : they urged, with im^ 
portunate clamours, the increase of tribute, or 
the restitution of captives and deserters ; and 
the majesty of the empire was almost equally 
degraded by a base compliance, or by the false 
and fearful excuses, with which they eluded such 
insolent demands. The chagati had never seen 
an elephant ; and his curiosity was excited by 
the strange, and perhaps fabulous, portrait of 
that wonderful aiiimaL At his command, one 
of the largest elephants of the imperial stables 
was equipped with stately caparisons, and con^ 
ducted by a numerous train to the royal village in 
the plains of Hungary. He. surveyed the e* 
normous beast with surprise, with disgust, and 
possibly with terror ; and smiled at the vain in- 
dustry of the Romans, who, in search of such 
useless rarities, could explore the limits of the 
land and sea. He wished, at the expence of the 
emperor, to repose in a golden bed. The wealth 
of Constantinople, and the skilful diligence of 
her artists, were instantly devoted to the gra- 
tification of his caprice; but when the work 
was finished, he rejected with scorn a present so 

o2 
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CHAP, unworthy the majesty of a great king.* These 
^^^'" were the casual sallies of his pride, but the ava- 
rice of the chagan was a more steady and tract- 
able passion ; a rich and regular supply of silk 
apparel, furniture, and plate, introduced the ru- 
diments of art and luxury among the tents of the 
Scythians ; their appetite was stimulated by the 
pepper and cinnamon of India ;^ the annual sub- 
sidy or tribute was raised from fourscore to one 
hundred and twenty thousand pieces of gold; 
and after each hostile interruption, the payment 
of the arrears, with exorbitant interest, was al- 
ways made the first condition of the new treaty. 
In the language of a barbarian without guile, 
the prince of the Avars affected to complain of 
the insincerity of the Greeks,*" yet he was not 
inferior to the most civilized nations in the re- 
finements of dissimulation and perfidy. As the 
successor of the Lombards, the chagan asserted 
his claim to the important city of Sirmium, the an- 
cient bulwark of the Illyrian provinces.** The 
plains of the lower Hungary were covered with 

* Theophylact, 1. i, c. 5, 6. 
^ Even in the 6eld, the chagan delighted in the use of these aroma- 

tics. He solicited as a gift, Ivittutf »a^ux*»u and received ms-t^i wi 
•fvXkoit Ifim^ Mtt^mf rt xeu m Xtyfifuvov jmcm. Theophylact^ 1. vii, c. 
13, The Europeans of the ruder ages consumed more spices in their 
meat and drink than is compatible with the delicacy of a modern 
palace. Vive Prev^e des Fran9oi8, torn, ii, p. IS2, 163. 

* Theophylact, 1. vi, c. 6 ; 1. vii, c. 15. The Greek historisa 
confesses the truth and justice of his reproach. 

^ Meoander (in Excerpt. Legat. p. 126*-138, 174, 17^ descriixs 
the perjury of Baian and the surrender of Sirmium. We have lost his 
account of the siege, which is commended by Theophylact, 1. i, c. 3. 
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the Avar horse^ and a fleet of large boats was built ch a f. 
in the Hercynian wood, to descend the Danube, xlvi. 
and to transport into the Save the materials of a 
bridge. But as the strong garrison of Singidu- 
num, which commanded the conflux of the two 
rivei's, might have stopped their passage and baf- 
fled his designs, he dispelled their apprehensions 
by a solemn oath, that his views were not hos- 
tile to the empire* He swore by his sword, the 
symbol of the god of war, that he did not, as 
the enemy of Rome, construct a bridge upon th^ 
Save. " If I violate my oath," pursued the in- 
trepid Baian, *^ may I myself, and the last of my 
** nation, perish by the sword ! may the heavens^ 
<* and fire, the deity of the heavens, fall upon our 
*' heads ! may the forests and mountains bury us 
<^ in their ruins! and the Save returning, against 
** the laws of nature, to his source, overwhelm 
** us in hv& angry waters !" After this barbarous 
imprecation, he calmly ii»)mred, what oa^th was 
most sacred and venerable among the Christians, 
what guilt of perjury it was most dangerous to 
incur. The bishop of Singidunum presented the 
gospel, which the chagan received with devout 
reverenqe. " I swear," said he, " by the God 
^^ who has spoken in this holy book, that I have 
** neither falsehood on my tongue, nor treachery 
*^ in my heart." As soon as he rose from his 
knees, he accelerated the labour of the bridge, 
and despatched an envoy to proclmm what he no 
longer wished to conceal- ** Infortfr the emper- 
*' or," said the perfidious Baian, " that Sirmium 
** is invested on every side. Advise bis prudence 

08 
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GHAP. << to withdraw the citizens und their effects^ and 
^^ to resiga a city which it is now imp<»sible to 
•* relieve or defend*" Without the hope'c^ re- 
lief, the defence of Sirmium was prolonged, above 
three years: the walls were still untouched ; but 
famine was inclosed within the walls, till a mer- 
ciful capitulation allowed the escape of the naked 
and hungry inhabitants* Singiduqunif at the 
distance of fifty miles, experiepced a more cruel 
fate: the buildings were razed, and the vanquish- 
ed people was condemned to servitude apd exile. 
Yet the ruins of Sirmium are no longer visible; 
the advantiigeQus situation of Singidunum soon 
attracted a new colony of Sclavonians^.and the 
conflux of the Save J|nd Danube is still guarded 
by the fortifications of Belgrade, oi: the While 
City, so often and so obstinately disputed by the 
Christian and Turkish ^rms,' From Belgrade 
to the walls of Constantinople a line may be 
measured pf six hundred miles : that line was 
marked with flames and with blood ; the horses 
of the Avars were alternately bathed in the Eux- 
ine and the Adriatic; and the Roman pontiff, 
alarmed by the approach of a more savage ene- 
my,' was reduced to cherish the Loipbards as 

* See d*AnviHe, in the Memoires ^e TAcad. des Inscriptions, torn, 
xxviii, p. 412'-443. The Sclavonic name of Belgrade is mentioned in 
|he xth century by Constantiae Porphyrogenitus ; the Latin appella- 
tion of Alba Gr^ca is used by the Franks in the beginning of the ixth, 
(p. 414). 

' Baron. Annal. Eccles. A. D. 600* N«. 1. Paul Wamefrid (!• 
iy, c. 3S) relates their irruption into Friuli* and (c 39) the captivity 
of his ancestors, about A. D. 632. The Sclavi traversed the Hadri- 
atic, cum multitiidine iiavium, and made a descent in the territory of 
Sipontum, (c. 47). 
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the-^otectors of Italy. The despair of a cap- chap. 
tive, whom his country refused to ransom, dis- ^^^^ 
closed to the Avars the invention and practice 
of military engines ;« but in the first attempts, 
they were rudely framed and awkwardly ma- 
nag^ed; and the resistance of Diocletianopolis 
and Beraea, of Philippopoiis and Adrianople, soon 
exhausted the skill and patience of the besieg- 
ers. The warfare of Baian was that of a Tar- 
tar, yet his mind was susceptible of a humane 
and generous sentiment ; he spared Anchialus, 
whose salutary waters had restored the health 
of the best beloved of his wives ; and the Ro- 
mans confess, that their starving army was fed 
and dismissed by the liberality of a foe. His 
empire extended over Hungary, Poland, and 
Prussia, from the mouth of the Danube to that 
of the Oder ;^ and his new subjects were divid- 
ed and transplanted by the jealous policy of the 
conqueror.* The eastern regions of Germany, 
which had been left vacant by the emigration of 
the Vandals, were replenished with Sclavonian 
colonists ; the same tribes are discovered in the 



s Even the helepoUs* or moveable turret. Theophylact* L ii, 16, 

17. 

^ The arms and alliances of the chagan reached to the neighbour- 
hood of a western sea, fifteen months journey from Constantinopl«. 
The emperor Maurice conversed with some itinerant harpers fromthat 
remote country, and onfy seems to have mistaken a trade for a na- 
tion. Theophylact, 1. vi, c. 2. 

* This is one of the most probable and luminous conjectures of the 
learned Count de Buat, (Hist, des Peuples Barbares, tom. xi, p. 546- 
568). The Tzechi and Serbi are found together near mount Cauca- 
sus, in Illyricum, and on the Lower Elbe. Even the wildest tradi- 
tions of the Bohemians, &c. aflPord some colour to his hypothesis, 
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CHAP, neighbourhood of the Adriatic and of tiie Baltic, 
^^^y^^;^^ and with the name of Baian himself, the lUyrian 
cities of Neyss and Lissa are a^in found in tk 
heart of Silesia. In the disposition both of his 
troops and provinces, the chagan exposed tbe 
vassals, whose lives he disregarded/ to the first 
assault; and the swords of the enemy were blunt- 
ed before they encountered the native valour of 
the Avars. 
Mil!^ The Persian alliance restored the troops of the 
againat the East to the defence of Europe ; and Maurice, who 
aTd! 595- had supported ten years the insolence of the 
<o^ chagan, declared his resolution to march in per- 
son agains^; the barbarians. In the space of two 
penturies, none of the successors of Theodosius 
had appeared in the field, their lives were sa- 
pinely spent in tbe palace of Constantinople; 
and the Greeks could no longer understand, 
that the name of emperor^ in its primitive sense, 
denoted the chief of the armies of the republic 
The martial ardour of Maurice was opposed hf 
the grave flattery of the senate, the timid su- 
perstition of the patriarch, and tbe tears of the 
impress Constantina ; ^nd they all conjured him 
to devolve on some meaner general the fatigues 
and perils of a Scythian campaign. . Deaf to their 
advice and entreaty, the emperor boldly ad- 
vanced' seven miles from the capital; the sacred 

* See Fredegarius, in the Historians of France,>toin. ii, p. 432. 
Baian did not conceal his proud insensibility. On ruurvs^ (not rtam, 
^uxording to a foolish emendation) trec^wm rp TtifMiM^, «# u xmi n^- 

' See the march and return of Maurice, in Theophylact, 1. t, c. 
16 ; L vi, c. 1) 2» 3. , If be were a writer of taste or genius^ we migltt 

suspect 
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ensigo of the cross was di^layed in th^ front, chat. 
and Maurice, reviewed with ccmscious pride, the 
arms and numbers of the veterans who had 
fought and conquered beyond the Tigris. An-^ 
chialus was the last term of his progress by sea 
and land ; he solicited, without success, a mira^ 
culous answer to his nocturnal prayers ; his mind 
was confounded by the death of a favourite horse, 
the encounter of a wild boar, a storm of wind and 
rain, and the birth of a monstrous child ; and he 
forgot that the best of omens is to unsheath otir 
sword in the defence of our country." Under the 
pretence of receiving the ambassadors of Persia^ 
the emperor returned to Constantinople, exchan* 
ged the thoughts of war for those of devotion, 
and disappointed the public hope, by his absence 
and the choice df his lieutenants. The blind 
partiality of fraternal love might excuse the pro-» 
motion of his brother Peter, who fled with equal 
disgracefromthebarbarians,from hisown soldiers, 
and from the inhabitants of a Roman city. That 
city, if we may credit the resemblance of name 
and character, was the famous Azimuntium,'^ 
which had alone repelled the tempest of Attila, 

•uspect him of an dtgant irony; bol f^oopkyXtct is nivdj hunii^ 

less. 

^ *Bii «4*ri^ m^r^ ttfiifn^tu wt^i «'«r^|. Iliad, xii» 243. 
This noble Tersey which unites the spirit of an hero with the tetam 
of a sage, may prove tiiat Homer was in every light sqperior to his 
age and country. 

'^ Theophylact, 1. vH, c. 3. On the evidence of this fact, which had 
not occurred to my memory, the candid reader will ponrect and excusa 
a note in the vith volume of this history, p. 63, which hastens the de- 
cay of Asimus, or Azimuntium .* another century of patriotism and va- 
lour is <pheap]y purchased by such a confession. 
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CHAP. The example of her warlike youth was propa- 
^^^lU S**^ to succeeding generaticMis ; and. they ob- 
tained, from the first or the second Justin, an 
honourable privilege, that their valour should be 
always reserved for the defence of their native 
country. The brother of Maurice attempted to 
violate thb privilege, uid to mingle a patriot 
band with the mercenaries of his camp ; thej 
retired to the church, he was not awed by the 
sanctity of the place ; the pe(q>le rose in their 
cause, the gates were shut, the ramparts were 
manned ; and the cowardice of Peter was found 
equal to his arrogance and injustice. The mlM- 
tary fame of Commentiolus'' is the ol^yect ^rf* sa- 
tire or comedy rather than of serious history, 
since he was even deficient in the vile and vulgar 
qualification of personal courage. His solemn 
councils, strange evolutions, ai^ secret orders, 
always supplied an apology for flight or delay. 
If he marched against the enemy, the pleasant 
valleys of mount Haemus opposed an insuperable 
barrier ; bi^t in his retreat, he explored, with fear- 
less curiosity, the most difficult and obsolete 
paths, which had almost escaped the memory of 
the oldest native. The only blood which he lost 
was drawn, in a real or affected malady, by the 
lancet of a surgeon ; and his health, which felt 
with exquisite sensibility the approach of the bar- 
barians, was uniformly restored by the repbse and 
safety of the winter season. A prince who could 
promote and support this unworthy favourite, 

* See. the sbamcful conduct of Commentiolus, in TheophTlact, I. ii, 
c. 10-15; h yii, c. 13, 14; L viii, c. 2, 4. 
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intist derive no glory from the accidental merit chap. 
of his coUeafi^ue Priscus.^ In five successive ^^^^ 
battles, which seem to have been conducted with 
skill and resolution, seventeen thousand two 
hundred barbarians were made prisoners : ^near 
sixty thousand, with four s<mis of the chagan, 
were sliiin : the Roman general surprised a 
peaceful district of the Gepidae, who slept under 
the protection of the Avars ; and his last tror 
phies were erected on the banks of the Danube 
and the Teyss. Since the death of Tri^n, the 
arms of the empire had not penetrated so deeply 
into the old Dacia : yet the success of Friscus was 
transient and barren ; and he was soon recalled, 
by the apprehension, that Baian, with dauntless 
spirit and recruited forces, was preparing to a^ 
venge his defeat under, the walls of Cons^antilir 
ople-** 

The theory of war was not more familiar to tb^ sute of 
camps of Caesar and Trajan, than to those of Jiisr f^ ^ 
tinian and Maurice/ The iron of Tuscany or 
Pontus still received the keenest temper from thf 
skillofthe Byzantine workmen. The m^azines 
were plentifully stored with every species of of^ 

' See the exploits of Priscus, Lviiia c. 2, 3. 

* The general detail of the war against the Avars, may be traced 
in the iirst, second, sixth, aeventhf and eighth books of the History of 
the emperor Maurice, by Theophylact Simocatta. As he wrote in 
tbe reign of Heraclius, he had no temptation to flatter ; but his want 
of jodgment renders bim diffiise in trifles and concise in the most ia- 
teresting facts. 

' Maurice himself composed xii books on the military art, which 
are stUl exUnt, and have been published (Upsal, 16M) by John 
SchelTer at the end of ^e TiM^ties of Arrian, (Fabridus, Bibliot. Graici^ 
I* iv, c. 8, torn ill, p. 278), who promisei to speak more fully of hi% 
work in its prpper place. 
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cHAf. fenshre and defensive arms. In the construction 
^^^J^^ mid use of ships, engines, and fortifications, the 
barbarians admired the superior ingenuity of a 
people whom they so often vanquished in the 
fieW. The science of tactics, the order, evolu- 
tions, and stratagems of antiquity, was tran* 
scribed and studied in the books of the Greeks 
and Romans. But the solitude or d^eneracy 
of the provinces could no longer supply a race 
of men to handle those weapons, to guard those 
walls, to navigate those ships, and to reduce the 
theory of war into bold and successful practice. 
The genius of Belisarius and Narses had been 
formed without a master, and expired without a 
disciple. Neither honour, nor patriotism, nor 
generous superstition, could animate the lifeless 
bodies of slaves and strangers, who had succeed- 
ed to the honours of the legions : it was in the 
camp alone that the emperor should have ^cercis- 
ed a despotic command; it was only in the camps 
that his authority was disobeyed and insulted : he 
appeased and inflamed with gold the licentious- 
ness of the troops ; but their vices were inher^it, 
their victories were accidental, and their costly 
maintenance exhausted the substance of a state 

^ which they were unable to defend. After a long 

and pernicious indulgence, the cure of this inve- 
terate evil was undertaken by Maurice ; but th^ 
rash attempt, which drew destruction on his own 
head, tended only to aggravate the disease. A re- 
former should be exempt from the suspicion of in- 
terest, and he must possess the confidence and es- 
teem of those whom he proposes to reclaim. The 
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troops of Miitrice might listen to the voice of a chap. 
victorious leader ; they disdained the admonitions J^^ 
of statesmen and sophists, and when they receive their dis. 
ed a& edict which deducted from their pay the '^"**"** 
price of their arms and clothings they execrated 
the avarice of a prince insensible of the dangers 
and fatigues from which he had escaped. The 
camps both of Asia andEuropewere agitated with 
frequent and furious seditions ;' the enraged soK 
diers. of Edessa pursued, with reproaches, with 
threats, with wounds, their trembling generals : 
they overturned the statues of the emperor, cast 
stones against the miraculous image of Christ, 
and either rejected the yoke of ail dvil and mili* 
tary l^ws, pr instituted a dangerous model of vo- 
luntary subordination. The monarch, always dis* 
tant, and often deceived, was incapable of jrield* 
iag or persisting according to the exigence of the 
moment. But the fear of a general revolt in-* 
duced him too readily to accept any act of valour, 
or any expression of loyalty, as an atonement for 
the popular offence ; the new reform was abolish- 
ed as hastily as it had been announced, and the 
troops, instead of punishment and restraint, were 
agreeably surprised by a gracious proclamation 
of immunities and rewards. But the soldiers ac- 
cepted without gratitude the tardy and reluctant 
gifts of the emperor ; their insolence was elated 
by the discovery of his weakness and their own 
strength ; and their mutual hatred was inflamed 
beyond the desire of forgiveness or the hope of 

' See the mutipies luder the reign of Maurice, in Theophylact, 
^. iii, c. 1-4; I. vi, c. 7, 8, 10; 1. vii, c. 1 ; 1. viii, c. 6, &c. 
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CHAP, reconcifiatioo. The historians of the times adopt 
J^J^ the vulgar suspidon, that Maurice conspired to 
destroy the troops whom he had laboured to re- 
form; the misconduct imd favour of CommeD- 
tioltts are imputed to this malevol^it design; and 
every age must condemn the inhumanity or ava- 
rice^ of a prince, who, by the trifling ransom of 
six thousand pieces of gold, might hare prevent- 
ed the massacre of twelve thousmid prisoners in 
and rebel* the hands of the chagan. In the just fervour of 
indignation, an order was signified to the army 
of the Danube, that they should spare the ma- 
gasines of the province, and establish their win- 
ter-quarters in the hostile country of the Avars. 
The measure of their grievances was full : the? 
pronounced Maurice unworthy to reign, expel- 
led or slaughtered his faithflil adherents, and, 
under the command of Phocas, a simple cen- 
turion, returned by hasty marches to the neigh- 
EkcUoii of bourhood of Constantinople. After a long series 
A. D. wi, of legal succession, the military disorders of the 
^^^^*^' third century were again revived ; yet such was 
. the novelty of the enterprise, that the insurgents 
were awed by their own rashness. They hesi- 
tated to invest their favourite with the vacant 
purple ; and while they rejected aU treaty with 
Maurice himself, they held a friendly correspond- 
ence with his son Theodosius, and with Ger- 

^ Theophylact and Theophanes seem igaorant of the conspincjr 
and avarice of Maurice. These charges, so unfavourable to the me- 
mory of that emperor, are first mentioned by the author of the Pas- 
chal Chronicle, (p. 379, 380) ; from whence Zonaras (torn, ii, 1. liv, 
p. 77, 7S) has transeribed them. Cedrenus (p. 399) has followed an- 
other computation of the ransom. 
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litiuHis, the father-in-law of the royal youth. So chap. 
obscure had been the former condition of Pho- ^^^i* 
cas, that the emperor was ignorant of the name 
and character of his rival : but as soon as he learn- 
ed^ that the centurion, though bold in sedition, 
was timid in the face of danger, << Alas!'' cried 
the desponding prince, '* if he is a coward, he will 
" surely be a murderer." 

Yet if Constantinople had been firm and faith- Revolt o£ 
ful,the murderer might havespent hisfury against ^^' 
the widls ; and the rebel army would have been 
gradually consumed or reconcHed by the prudence 
of the emptor. In the games of the circus, which 
he repeated with unusual pomp, Maurice disguis- 
ed, with smiles of confiiAence, the anxiety of his 
heart, condescend^ to solicit the applause of the 
factions^ and flattered their pride by accepting 
from their respective tribunes a list of nine hun- 
dred bhits and fifteen hundred greens^ whom he 
affected to esteem as the soUd pillarsof his throne. 
Their treacherous or languid support betrayed his 
weakness and hastened his fall ; the green faction 
were the secret accomplices of the rebels, and the 
blues recommended lenity and moderation in a 
contest with their Roman brethren. The rigid 
and parsimonious virtues of Maurice had long 
since alienated the hearts of his subjects : as he 
walked barefoot in a religious procession, he was 
rudely assaulted with stones, and his guards were 
compelled to present their iron-maces in the de- 
fence of his person. A famitic monk ran through 
the streets with a drawn sword, denouncing 
against him the wrath and the sentence of God ; 
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CHAP, aad a vile pkfaeuai» \¥ho repreflcnted hiis couiite- 
«^!i!^ luuice iiid i(ipftrri) was seftted on an asa^ and 
pnnmeil br the imprccatioDs of the multitude/ 
The empeiQP mtpeottd the popularity ai Go'- 
manus with the soMiers and citiz^M ; he feared, 
he threatened, but he delayed to stryce ; the pa- 
trician fled to the sanctuary of the church; tiie 
people rose in his defence, the walls were desert- 
ed by the §^tf ds, and the lawless city was dban- 
doned to the flames and rapine of a neetoraal tu- 
mult. In a small bark, the unfortunate Maurice, 
with his wife and nine children, escaped to the 
Asiatic shore ; but the violence of tlie wind c(»n- 
pdied him to land at the churoh of St. Avtono- 
mus,"" near Chalcedon,from whence he despatched 
Theodosius, his eldest son, to implore thl^ gmth 
tude and friendship of the Persian monarch. Tor 
himself he refused to fly : His body was ttHi^ared 
with sciatic pains,^ bis mind was enfeebled hj 

^ In their damqurs against Maurice^ the peopla of QoiMUiitinapic 
branded him with the name of Marcionite or Marcionist : a heresj* 
(says Theophlact. I. viil, c. 9), fitrtt ntcs /*»f»f tvXmfiuKt, ivn^nf rt xmi 
naruyos^^" Pid they only catt out a vague rcproach*-er had the 
emperor really listened to some obscure tefc^r of those ande»t 
Gnostics ? 

« The church of St. Autonomus (whom I have not the honour to 

know) w«8 150 stadia from Constantinople, (Thc^j|iact» 1- viiif c % 

. The port of Eutropius, where Maurice and his children were mar- 

dered, is described by Gy Hi us, (de Bosphoro Thracio, 1. iii, c xi), » 

c^ of the twp harhovrs of Chabsedon. 

y The inhabitants of Constantinople were generallj subject to 
the tc^ot etfS^rtitt ; and Theophylact insinuates, (1. viii, c. 9), that if 
it were consistent with the rules of history, he co^ld ' iissign the 
medical csuse. Yet such a digression would .qot have^ lieen moie 
impertinent than his inquiry (1. vii, c. 16, 17) into the annual inun- 
dations of the Nile, and all the opinions ot the Greek philosophers oa 
that4ul^ect» 



rev&hitMMi^ mi uddkemed a ferment aad piMie ^^y,t^ 
t>n}rtr to tbeAInilglitjr^ that the pnoishinentof hi9 
sins uiij^ he hsBkied is this world rather than 
in m fmmre life.; After the abdiealion of Maurice^ 
tiieM^fileti9nkdis|mted thechoiceof anemperor; . . ^ - 
bat ihe hmnak^ of the blues was r^ected b^ the 
jaiamfidilbew aBtagCHusts» and Germanus him^ 
sdf WW Jmnied alon^ fay tbe crowds^ who rushed 
to tliepalace of HebdomQii» sevea miles from the 
dty, to adore the majesty of Phocas the centu* 
rioD. A modest wish of rescuing the purple to 
the rank and merit cf Germanus was opposed hf 
his resolution^ more obstinate and equally siik^ere} 
the senate and clergy obeyed his summons^ and as 
soon as the patriarch was assured of his orthodox 
belief, he CDasecrated thesUccessful usurper In thd 
diurch of St John the Baptists On the third ^y^ 
amidst the acdamatioos of a thoughtless people/ 
Phocas made his public entry in a chariot drawn 
by four white horses : the revolt of the troops was 
rewarded by a lavish donative, and the new sover«« 
eign, after vinting the palace^ beheld from his 
throne the games of the hippodrome. In a dis** 
pute of precedency between the two factions, his 
partial judgment inclined iii favour of the greens. 
'* Remember that Maurice is still alive," re« 
sounded from the opposite side; and the indiscreet 
clamour of the blues admonished and stimulated 
the cruelty of the tyrant. The ministers of death 
were despatched to Chalcedon: they dragged the 
emperor from his sanctuary ; and the five sons of. 
Maurice were successively murdered before the 

VOL. VIIX. nP 



CHAP, tjres of thdr agorfsiog panoKt At eadli Hi^ 
J^J![!^^^vMel| be feH in iM hearts he foinA 9tiwgtli to 
DMtb tfr Khearse a pious ^■culatioa.rTf-^^Tbaa art just* 
w^wT '* Lord! aodtheyjttdgmanta are righteous/' And 
ehiidm, guob, lu the last momento, va hk rigid ^rfitacb- 
K#r/»7. ' meot to tratb and justice, that he re^aaled to the 
sdiiiers the pious falsehood of a uurae who pre- 
sented her ^wnduld in \3» place of a reyal in- 
fant/ The tragic scene was finaUjpr dosed hy tbe 
executioner the emperor himself; in tiietw^utietb 
year of his reign, and the sisUjtrthird of his sgt 
The bodies of the fathin* andhis five sesis v^reoist 
into the sea, tlieir headsware exposed at Ckaistaii- 
tinople to the insults or pity k£ tiie multitude, and 
It Was not tiii some signs of putrefaction hsd 
appeared, that Phocas conmved at the priTSte 
burial of these venerable remains* Inthatgravep 
the faults and errors of Maurice were kindly in* 
terred. His fate alone was resManbered ; and at 
the end of twenty years, in the recital of the 
history of Theophylact, the mournful tale was 
interrupted by the tears of the audience.*^ 

•m^r, ^^ ^^^^^ "*^* ***^* flowed in secret^ and sud 
A. D. SOS, compas^on would have been criminal, under the 

Nov, SS- 

' From this generous sttteiDpt, Corneille has deduced the intri- 
cate web of his tragedy of HerttcUtit, which requires more than aoe 
representation to be clearly underaftoodt (ConuUle de Vt^taire, tank 
T» p. 300) ; and which, after an interval of some years, is said to bare 
puzzled the author himself, (Anecdotes - Dramatiques, torn, i, p 
422). 

* The revolt of Phocas and death of Maurice 4re tol^ t^r Theophy- 
lact Simocatta, (1* viii, c. 7-12); the Paschal Chronicle, (p^ 3i9. 
^80) ; Theophanes, (Chronogfaph. p. 238-244) ; Zonaras, (tom. £• 
2. xiv, p. 77-.^, and Cedreiiuf^ p. 399«4<I4>. 
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reign of Flibctt^wliowaBpeaMdUyaiteowIc^- coap^ 
ed in AephiniicM of file East atid West. The jf^T^,, 
ioMgesof the empow «Mi his wife Leontia were A,a6 iQb 
exposed in the laterui to the ven^atkm of the ^^""^ ^ 
dergj and soiate of ftmne, and afterwafds de-» 
poait^ in the palace of the Caesars, betwera those 
of CoMtatttne and Theodosiiis. An a subject 
9nd a CkrialMn, it was thednty of Gr^iory to 
aoqweaee in the estiMidied government, but the 
joylU an^fainae with whidi be salutes the fortune 
of the aasassin, has sullied with indeUble disgrace 
the charactv of the saint. The successor of the 
apoatlea might have Inculcated with deceit firm^ 
ness the gidt of blood> and the necessity of re- 
pentnnoe : he is content to celebrate the deli^ 
verance ef the people and ihe fall of the oppress* 
or; to ngoiee Aat ihe piety and benignity of 
Phocas have been raised by Providence ^athe 
imperial throne ; to jtfay that his hands may be 
strengthened against aH hi^ enemies ; and to ex^ 
press a wiriu perh^)s a pr^hecy, that, after a 
long and triumphant reign, he may be transfer* 
red from a temporal to an everiastti^]dngdom>^ 
I have already traced the steps of a revolution 
so pleasing, in Grqgory's opinion, both to heaven 
and earth; and Phoeas does not appear less 
hatefnl in the exercise than in the acquisition of 

^ Gfcpor. L xi, epist. SB, indUct. tL BirnigniftCTa ventre ^etatia 
ad imp er ia le Cutipnm pcrv«niiw guideaiiis. L^teatar coeli et cz«. 
nltet terra, et de Tcstrls benignis actibus imSversae reipublks popolus 
nnnc uaque vchcBebter aflUetus hifareaoat, Ae. Tbis baae Satteix, 
the topic of ]tfoteitaiit inveelive, is josify caasiHcd by the phOoaoplMr 
Bayle, CPictiDeaiie Critafoe, OfegDire I, Mot. H. tonw ii, ]k AT» 
^96). Cardinal naraiiiui jnalifics tiie popa at t£e e^«we oi tbe 
fftUen empcnr. 

PS 



21-2 THE OECLINB AND WALL 

CHAT, powtr. 7liep<entf|i(ifMiifn|mi^ 
^f^LT^L ddineatfed the portrait ^*amODMterf^ hk dimi- 
Hie cha- nuti^e and deformed person, the dhmmasB ^of iw 
'*^^' sha^gjr ejre-browsf, hto rud htiir, his foeaordlMs diin, 
and his cheekr^sfigiired $md diKoloorMiby a for- 
midable scar. Ig:norant of Mtenv' ^f Jaws; and 
even of arms, he indiil^ in 1^^ siqpMiiie'raiik a 
more ample privilege of iosfc 'umA 4tarik^&aaiess, 
and his b^^utal pleasures ir ere ei<li6riiijiirieiis to 
his subjects or disgracefWI to himself.*^ ^¥l^oi]t 
assuming the office of a ptfnce, lie retiMDced 
the profession of a soldier; and the re^ of 
Phocas afflicted Europe with ignoniimoiift peace, 
and Asia with desolating war. His savage tem- 
per was inflamed by passion, hardened iij fear, 
exasperated by resistance or reproa<^ flie 
flight of Theodosius to the Perstan court had 
been intercepted by a rapid pursuit, or a de- 
ceitful message : he was beheaded at Nice, and 
the last hours of the young prince were sdotbed 
by the comforts of religion and the conscious- 
ness; of innocence. Yet his phantom^ disturbed 
the repose of the usurper : a whisper was circu- 
lated through the East, that the son of Maurice 
was still alive : the people expected tfaehr aven- 
ger, and the widow and daughters of the late 
emperor would have adopted ad their son and 
brother the vilest of mankind. In the massacre of 
thfr imperial fkmily,* the mercy,-or rather lie 

* The ioMget of Phoqas w«re destroyed ; but even the mafice of 

i^a encaaies would Buffer vn^ e^pj o£ tucb a i^iMr^Ul o( icaticafcuFe 

iCfidroMifi- p. 404) to wBfif9,th6 &9m^ ,. 

'■ * * TJic fiwntijr /ofiMaivice a« represented by Ducaoge, (Fainilije Bj« 

zantin«> p. 106, 107, 106) : his. eldest ton Thi>od#sm^^ad been 

« crowned 
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female?;*, atid tlMgr weiie d«otii% coiifiiwi to a J^H:^ 
pdvale liimt, -But rtiio, t^MP^i ^ thiet e^i^ro^s 
Comtmlnu^ still mimllipiilrdf; Jbw £m;)i«» ^r husr 
band,/ end iher sons, atpired to IraedoDi and f«^ 
veage. r^AH> tiie iteid of iiig]it<» sh^i ^^eiiped to 
the 8im(Mti|prtof'St«i:S(q[4ifigfbut bar t^oap^/aod 
the fpoU^of (bar ftsnociate GeitnaDuis, were iii«i& 
ficioilTtafinm^^ ^i. iasMnrection. H^r life was 
ibfflriMid tot:Peve^ge| «iid eve«t to juatice : but 
the piMtriftreti^obtittBod and pledged an oath for 
her*^09ty n a monastery wa^ allotted for ber pri- 
soBy and'l^ widow of Maurice accepted and a- 
binedttteulenity of bis aaafsain. The ctiseoveiy 
or |he<iUffiicion. of a second conspiracy, dissolved 
Ums eii0t0cmeats and rekindled the fury of Pho* 
cat. tAt imAi^ who commanded the respect 
and.npity qf .mankind* the daughter. Wife, and 
xMtl^ 0{imf^T&f9f wjBS tdrtnred like the vilest 
mal«faotw»'tQ lorce a ^onfesstdn of her designs 
and affsoRii^sr «|nd the, impress Constentina, 
with'ber Hm^impoosnt deleters*, was behead- 
ed at Cbaio^dc^t.on the same gronpd wliiohimd ■"**/- 
h&m atained Mk^h tiiff >b)ood:of her husband and 
fimaQAai ^ Ail$c suefa «an fsaamf^e, it would be su*^ 
perflunus to enumerate the names and sufferings 
of meaner ric^s. Thjeir condemnation was sel- 
dom preoeded^by the forms of trial, and their 
fiufusiiment was embittered by the refinements of 
cruelty : their eyes were pierced, their, tongues 

crowned ttu y ttm- w ^i en heirat no nioi« tlittii foar- years aSM-a half 
old» and he U nlWay* j<riMd wffh' hfa fkthtr in the^UtftatifNiB m^te- 
goTj. Wtth tfaeOliai«tiandaii^t«tt, Anadttsta and Th«i^Mla, I an^ 

eurprlfltd to find the pagan name of Cleopatra. 




an run otoLtw iknih ^ahl 

"vrera torn from tbe rodvihe lindto knAUktim 
mmputated ; some expired vai&etthib hA, others 
fat the ttmen, othom agtSm w«rp ttwdbced vitli 
WMWft ; ftiid a tfmple spcvdy deattt'tK^ir mem 
wtiditkeycmildr&reljrolitam. Tkeb^^otQe, 
the ssicrtd asylum of thepIiiMkreir itnAtiiefibertt 
•r the Rom&ns, wiig jieitfatld mi&% hfeftds anj 
Itobs and mangM bodtes ; ^Md fh# t^p^i^mm 
of Phocaft wei^e the most aenftttyl^» tlMn^therhis 
Aivour, nor their si^rtieas, couid t>r«ted; tkm 
from a tyrant, the winliy rittl of th* C^pilfl^ 
fmd Domitians of the first itge of the m^re.' 
^ d^th, ^ daughter of Phocai, his only ChilAi was gi^ 
A. D. 610, in mmriage to the patriciin Crt^lWte,^ and the 
^- ^ i^tt/images erf the bride and bridi^groottwewh 
discreetly placed in the circus, by tli« Mp of tlie 
^mperor* Thel^bermus^ieishretkMife 
should inherit the fniifc* of hh -ciirms bdt tlie 
monarch was off^fdid by tU$ ^^muAtxst asi 
popul^ assQCianion : Htm fribli^^ Of tifd gf^s 
ihctton, who Ac^^ed the o^kii^us em^ of # 
sciilpt«s, were con<temii^ to ln|^t#^tt*' ^^^ 
; Hyeswei^ granted to tl»e|>rayersltf^^ 

Crispus niight reasonably <teiibt whfeibft* 4 jealo^^ 
usurper could forget ^d piu'don H^ iny^^^ 

• Some of tlie cruelties of Phocas are marlLedter Xi^'^o^^'^ ^ ^' 
c. 13, U, 15. Geor^ of Pisidia, the poet of Heradius, styles hiJ^ 

was easily vanquished. 
' In the writer^, atid in the cot)les Of those waiters, tBerc is ^ 

ajamt. 9. ill), that I havB been tei^ttd to Ututt^ tbs i'A^'i^''*' 
ftf .PhocM with the hero £v« tim^ vietortous orer the Aww. 



-Mdt: but be suftmittf^^wltjiaiiib a ^lariiiur to the chap. 
fottufie of his1iiai<i, a^d^he laudable mtimtioEis ^^^^ 
wen$ rew^d^ iv'ith an eqtieflJiiai} statue, wid'a 
<laiighttr of theM(u^[Kftisf. It w)a&*c(iorediffiaii|t 
to trust tl^ fiddity of Cfiifpu^), Mfhqse reqent si&ty*' 
ice^ were rc^omfjieii^^y'itlie comiuaud of the 
Oai^adOciati army: Hi» arrogance soon prot 
voked,<iu&d seeoned tp ^a^tms^, t^^e ingratitude of 
his.iiew sot^eign. In the presence of the se<^ 
natl^, the softrifirl&w of Phocas was condemned 
to euftbraee -^1^ ,I!l0llai|tv^ Ufe ; ^and the sentence 
was justtified hy^ the weighty observation of 
H^aeUud» that ^ the man. who had betray^ 
his- father, omdd i»ei^ be faithful to his 
frieodJ^ 

Eton cifter hid (kath the repiblic was afflicted chQsroes 
by 1^ crises of.Thocas, whi^h armed wi*h a SI Roman 
pioi$ caosjB the jn^st fori&iid«b}e of her pernios, *^g'^3 
Aeeording to the friendly aod equal forms of tbf &c. 
B)^as(nttiie and F^ftian oaurtSi he announced his 
exultaition to tb^e^' throne; and hjs agn b gssadar 
Ij^us, who hfid pre^nled hu» wii^b the beads of 
Maume and his soiis» v^ the best qualified t^ 
describe the circumstances of the tragic scene.^ 
Howei^er it mi^t be varnisiied by fiction or SOp 

^ See the tyramny of Phi)caAiui(J tjie elevation of* Heraclivis, , in 
Chron. Paschal, p. 380-383 ; Theophanes," p. 2.42-250 ; Nicephorus, 
p. 3-7 ; Ccdrent|s, p. 404-407 ; Zonaras, torn, li, I. xiv, p. 80-82. 

* 'Theopbylaet, 1. yiii, c 15. The l^fe of Maurice was composed 
about the year 628, (1. vui, c. 13), by theophylact Simocatta, ex-pre- 
fect, a native of Egypt. Photiiis, who gives an ample extract of the 
work, (Cod. Irv, p. 81-100),.genUy reproves the affectation and alle- 
gory of the style. His preface is ^ dialogue between philosophy and 
History; they seat thcmlielves under a plane-tree, and the latter 
touches her lyre. a. ^ 
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CHAP. pUstrj, ClK4kroeft turned wttk hantat ISrmn the 
^^^' assassin, imprisoned the pretmded ettTCfy, dis- 
claimed'the usurper^ and dedar^ hbttsdf tk 
avenger of bis father and benefcietor. The sen- 
timents of gri^ and resentment wbidi hamanitr 
would Heel, and honour wonld dictate, promoted, 
on this occasion, the interest of the Persian king; 
and his interest was powerfiiMy magdifled bj the 
national and rel^Oils prejudices of the Mdgiaii4 
sfttraps. In a Strain of artiM adulation, whid 
assumed the language of ft^fedttn, they iMresan- 
ed to censure the excess of his gratitude ani 
friendship for the GfMks ; a natioA wiA whom 
it was dangerous to cdnchide etfher p^ice er al* 
liance; whose superstition was devoid of tmth 
and justice, and Wh6 must be incapable cff any 
virtue, since they couM perpetrate the tnost atro^ 
dous of crimes, the impioub m^Pi^ of their so- 
vereign.^ For the criteeof an aidbltioiiscenttiridD, 
the nation which he oppressed was cbastisnd with 
the calamities of war ; and the sami^ Mkntaities, 
at the end of twehty years, were retaliate andre- 
doubled on the heftds €f the Perrinns.' Tti« ge- 

* Cl|ri9tiaais neeiNetlim taUt nee fidcftn.nfo ftedas .... qoodii 

idia ilUs fides fuisset, regem suum non ocddissent. .Eutych. Annales, 
torn. ii» p. 211, Ters. Pocock. 

I We must now, for som£ agte, Uke out leavie of eOtiUteiKHwy hido- 
rians, and descend, if it be a descent, from th6 a^efcuitioti of rhetoric to 
therudesinipllcityof chroniclesand abridgmeiit?. Thbdedf 'Thtophaoesi 
^Chronograph, p. 241^-279) and Nicephbihis, (p. ^1^, fttippiy a re- 
gular, but imperfect, series of the Persian Wilr ; And lor tOkj addition- 
al facts I quote my special authorities. Theiiphanes, a courtier who 
betame a monk, was born A. D. 74S ; Nlcei^hdk'lis, ^ttiUfch of Con* 
stantinople, whb died A. D. SSS* was somewhat yotingeir : they both 
suffered in the cause of imiij^es. Hankius d6 Sci'iptoribus B^z^ntinis, 
Pi. 200*240. 
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neral wko had 'rastored Ghdsroesvto the throne chap. 
still cmrnnanded in the Eatft ; and the name of ^^^^;^ 
Narses was tiie formidable sound with which the 
AsBjriaki mother were acciistbmed .to terrify 
their infants. It is not improbable, that a natire 
subjecttjfFiit^iaftfaotthl encourage his master and 
his friend to deliver and poeetess die provinces ctf 
Asia^ It is silll mote probable^ that Chosroes 
dhould animate his trdops by the assurance that 
the swoni whidk they dreaded the riiost would 
remain in tt^ scatjliard, or be drawn in their fai- 
vour. The hero could not depend on the faith 
of a tyritnt ; and the tyraikt wsld cont^dkius how 
littie he d^servid thfe obedience of an hero: Nar- 
sea ^as removed from bis military command ; h^ 
l^ear^ kn JAcfispehlitent standard at HierapOlis iti 
Syria: h^ W](s betrayed by fallacious jiromise^, 
and burht isUivbiii the tn^rket-place of Cdfistait- 
tinople* Deprived of the only chief whom they 
could ftor or este^^ the bands which he had ted 
to vietory werte tWioe broken by the Cavalry, 
trampted by the elephants, and pierced by th^ ar- 
rows of the barbarians; aiid a great nuiflber of thfe 
captiveswjre beheaded on the field of battle by the 
sentence of the victor, who might justly condemn 
theseseditiousmercenariesastheauthorsoraceom^ 
plices of the de^th of Maurice. tThder the rteigli 
of Phocas, the fortifications of Merdin, 0ara, 
Amida^ and Edessa, were successively besieged^ r(&- 
duced, and destroyed, by the Persiah monarch: he Hfa con- 
passed the Euphrates, occupied the Syrian cilkid, sjn^^ 
ttierapolls, Chalchis, and Berfhaea or Mtppo, and ^' ^' •" * 
soon encompassed the walls of Aaitioch with his 
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cuAF. irresistible arms: The nifud tMe of success d& 
^^2^ closes the decay of »lh6 'empire, tte incapacity ol 
**"** Phocas, and the disafflfedlbh of bis'sulgects ; and 
Chosroes provided a decetit apd<^ for thdrs&k 
mission or revolt, by ^ Itnpoftor itrho atteniW 
.his camp, as the son of Maurite® and' the Md 
.heir of the monarchy* 

The first intelKgence Irom thfe^JSitet wbfel 
HeracHus received," 'was tibat <)f the loss fef An 
tioch ; but the aged metrepdttft- ^ 4ften m 
turned by earthquakes and pfllaged by tteent 
. tny, could supply but a small and lang«Sd stn»Di 
of treasure and blood. The V^mkt^sfmt^^ 
1y successful and more fortunate 4» the sack of 
Caesarea, the capital of Cappadocia j aWlastkcj 
advanced beyond the ramparts pf ^ ff^^^' 
the boundary of ancient war, they fowl* a ^ 
obstinate resistance andamore'^etitifttlkane^ 
The pleasant vale of Datnasctis has been t^^ 
in every ag:e with a royal city : h«*:obsciJre# 
citjr has hitherto escaped the historian «f* 
Roman empire : but Chosroes irep(wed hfatwop 
in the paradise of Damascus before be cfiscepded 

» The Persian hUtortans have been themselves deeate^; ^^^'^ 
phanes (p. 244) accuses Chosroes of the fraud and falsehood ; ii^ 
-Eutydlins believes (AnnaL torn, ii, p. Sll) that the sod of Mauris 
who was saved firom the assassins, lived and diad a m^ °^ ^^' 
Sinai. 

• * Eatychius dates all the losses of the empire under the w?" 
Phpcas^an error which 'saves the honour of Heradius, whom he w 
not from Carthage, but Salonica, with a fleet laden with vegetobies 
the relief of Constantmople; (Annal. teml ii, p.- i23, ?«4^ '^^^^ 
. Christians of the East, Barhebrsus, (apud Asiemon. BibUothec. Oria- 
.V taU torn, iu, p. 418, 413), Elmacin, (Hist. Saracen, p. lS-lfi)»^J:' 

pharagius,'* (Dynast, p. 98, 99), are more sincere and accurate, 
years of the Persian war ard disposed in the chronology of P^ 
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the hflls of Libmiit,. or invaded the cities of the cu ap« 
Ph<3»iician coi^.. Tite coaqiiest of Jerusalem,^ J^I^U 
which had been meditot^ by Nushirvan, was of Paies- 
achieved bf tbe»|5eal and ay^Je^ of his grand- eil\^ ^' 
son; .the ruia of. the proudest monument of 
Christiimty was y^ebementlx urgfd by the into*- 
lerant spirit of the Magi ;.and he could inlist, 
for this holy wair£|ur£^iaii axn^ of six and twfsnty 
thousand i&w^ Ty;ho£;e*funou6 bigotry might com- 
peos^U^, io some d^gr^e, for the want of valour 
and diaci{^i}e. After the reduction of Galilee, 
and the region beyond the Jordan, whose resist- 
ance apfiears to haye delayed the fatp of the ca- 
pitalv Jerusalem itself was taken by assault. The 
sepulcdve of Chriat» and the stately churches of 
Helmia and Coostantine, were. consumed, or at 
least damaged, by the flames ; the devout offer- 
ings of three hundred years were rifled in one sa- 
ciilegious day ; the patriarch Zachariah, and the 
true qw^, were transported into Persia ; and the 
masiacre of ninety thousand Christians is imput- 
ed to tbe Jew^^iad Arabs who swelled the dis- 
order ftf the Persian march , The fugitives of Pa- 
lestine were entertained at Alexandria by the cha- 
rity of John the «r«^bishop, who is distinguished 
among a crowd 6f saints by the epithet of alms- 
gmr:^ and the. revenues of the church, with a 

^ pn the conquest of Jerusalem, an event so interesting to the church, 
see the Annals of Eutjchius, (turn, ii, p. 213-223), and the lamenta- 
tions of the m9nk Antiochus, (apud Baronium, Annal. Eccles. A. D, 
6X4, N*. 16-2$), whose one hundred and twenty-nine homilies are 
sti^kextant, if what no one reads may be said to be extant. 

* The life of this worthy saint is composed by Leontius, a contem- 
porary bishop ; and 1 find ip Baronius, {Anna]. Eccles. A. D. 610, 

X^ 10, 
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CHAP, teea^dreof tlnee^liaodrodtluiiffai^ 
^^^^; i^atoredtothetraeprajpitctersyltopov 



country and ertry denomiastioii. But J^Tp^ ^^ 
self, the only ptorioce which had be^i ei^nipt, 
since the time of Diodetiafi, fren fatmgtk ^and do* 
mestic war, was i^ain siibdued fay the nacoessors 
^^ ^^ ^ Cyrus. Pehiman, the key of that impervious 
* country, was surprised by the caridry of tihe Per* 



siaos : they passed, with impunity) the u 
able channels of the Delta, and eiq>Iored tiae hmg 
Talley of the Nile, from €ke ^raauda oi Mem* 
phis to the confines of .£<^iapia« Aieiomhia 
might have been rdiiered by a naxral ^sate, bat 
the archlashqp and the prefect embarked &r 
Cyprus; and Chosroes entered the secoadcitf 
of the empire, which. still pneatwed ft wealthy 
remnant of industry and commerce. Mk west- 
em trophy was erected, not on the walla of Cs»- 
thage,"^ but in the ndghbourbood of Tripoli : -the 
Greek colonies of Cyrene were flmdl^ eictirpated; 
and the conqueror, treadii^ iii f^ fDot^^ps of 
Alexander, returned in triumph tbrot^ tbe 
ofAf^ sands of the Lybian desert. In the first cam- 
A.D. he, paign, another army advanced from the Euphra- 
^' tes to the Thraeian Bosphorus; Chaloedon sur- 

rendered after a long siege, and a Persian camp 
was maintained above ten years i& the j^Mreaence 
of Constantiaq)le. The sea-co^st of Pontus, 

N*>. 10, &c)» and Fleurj, (torn. Till, p. 335^343), su^^ci^nt extracts of 
this edifying work. 

4 Tbe error of Banmiasy and many others who have carried the arms 
of Chosroes to Cartlfkge instead of Chalcedon, is founded on the near 
resemblance of the Greek words KetXxA^w and K^^t^pta^ in the text 
of Theophanes, &.c. which have been sometimes confounded by triin- 
scribers aifd sometimes by critics. 



the city oC AjMgrrftt ainl thr «te of Rbod<w, aM €;hap. 
taumemted among the l«it odinqiie^ of the gfeat ^ilL 
l^ing; aiid*if Cboaiws had. poisessied any mwtU 
time power, hia boundkas ambitioti would have 
spread siar^rx and defloIatioQ orer the proviaces 
of Europe. 

From the Iw^ dfaqiated hankaof the Tigris and h>» ^e^ 
Euplumtea, the reign of the grandaoii of Nui^r^ nme^r 
van was suddenly extended to the Hellespwt 
and the Nik^/Uteanicieiit fimlts of the Persiaa 
mcmaidiy. But Uie prowiuees, which had becsi 
fa&bioaed by the habits c^ six huadred years to 
the Tifftaes and vices of the Roman government, 
supported .with reluctance the yoke of the bar* 
barians* The idea of a republic was ktpt alive 
by the institutidaa, or at Jeast by the writings, 
of the Greeks and Romans and the subjects ^ 
HeraeHushad been educated to pronounce the 
vrords of liberty and law;. But it hm always been 
the pride and policy of oriental princes, to dis- 
play the titles and attributes of their oianipptence; 
to upfarakl a nation of slaves with thmr true name 
and abject condition, and to enforce, by cruel and 
inscrient threats, the r^our of their Mmolute com* 
mauds. The Christiana of the East were scan-* 
dalized by the worship of fire, and the impious 
doctrine of the two principles : the Magi were 
not less intolerant than the bishops, and the mar* 
tyrdom of some native Persians, who had desert- 
ed the religion of Zoroaster/ was conceived to 

' The genuine act* of St. Atiast&sius ara pnblislied in those of the 
viith general council, froin whence Baronius, (Annal. Eccles. A. D. 
614, 626, 627), and Butler, (Lives of the Saints, ral. i, p. 242-248), 

. have 
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CHAP, to the ptehide of a iMM^Md yeMral p^'sm* 
^'^^'- lioii. By the oMNMive laws of Jastbian, the 
adirerstfies Of the chuicb were made the coeinia 
of the atate ; the aUiaoce of the Jaw% Nesio- 
riaas, and JacobiCed, had omtfttiot^ ta the soc- 
cess of Chosroes, aad his partial favoar ta tk 
sectaries provoked the hatred aad ftaraoftke 
catholic clargy. Conscious of thoc ftar and b 
tred, the Persian conqueror govfimed las kv 
siili^ects with an iron scqrtM ; aadas if he sus^ 
pected the stability of his doi aiM ai i, ha fnta s t- 
ed tlidr wealth by exofiatattt tsiba4tt«iii' 
centious rapine, despoUad-ordeaiolisfceiLifaein- 
ples of the Ent, and transported to Ina fanetta- 
ry realms the gold, the^silver, the precifliisJiur- 
bles, the arts, and the artists of the Asnticdties. 
In the obscure picture of the calamities of the 
empire,' itis not easy to dmoem the fi§pareitf Cbos- 
roes himsdf, to separate his actions from thoseof 
his lieutenants, or to ascertain his persoaal merit 
in the general Maze of glory .and mggnificefice. 
He enjoyed with ostentation the frufits of victory, 
and frequently reticed from the hardships of war 
to the luxury of the palace. But in the ^<^ 
twenty-'four years,he was deterred bysupetstitioD 
or resentmentfrom^)proaching thegate[U)f.Ctesi 
phon : and his fiiTouiute residence of Arle]*ita» ^ 
Dastagerd, was situate beyond the Tigris, about 

Lave taken their accounts. The holy martyr deserted from the r^ 
■ian to the Roman army, became a monk at Jerusalem, and in^u' 
aie worship of the i Magi, which was then cstal^lished at Cssarea 
Palestine. 

* Abulpharagius, Dynast, p. 99. Elmacin, Hist. Saracen, p- ^^' 
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iTixty mflcs to the horth of ihfe capital* Thfe chAP. 
adjacent pastures were covered with»fhKft:s and ^^Zll. 
herds: the paradise ot park was ffeplenifthed^ith 
phe&silntsj peacocks, ostriches, roebucks, tad itiW 
boirt^, ahd the nbbfe game of lions ahd tig*ps was 
sometimes tnrned loose for the bolder pleasures 
of the chace. Nine hundred and sixty elephants 
were maintained for the lise or splendour of the 
great king: His tents and baggage were carried 
into the field hf twelt* thousand great camels 
and eight thousand of a smaller size ;• land the 
royal ^bles ^re filled with six thousand mules 
and horses, among whom the names of Shebdiz 
and Barid are reriowhed for their speed or beauty. 
Six thousand guards successively mounted before 
the piilac^-gate; the seriibe of the iilteribr a- 
partnient^ was performed by twelve thousand 
slaves, arid'ih the number of threp thousand vir- 
gin^, the ftSrest bf Aaia, some hippy c^ncubind 
mi^hl ddHsoIe her milstei' for the age or the indi^ 
ference 5f Slra. The various treasures of gold, siK 
ver, gems, silk, and aromatics, were deposited in 
an hundred subterraneous vaults; and tbecham* 
ber Badaverd demoted the accidental gift of th^ 
winds which had wafted the spoilis of Heraclius. 
into twi^ of the Syrian harbours of his rival. The 

voice of flattery, and perhaps of fiction, is not 

■i ^ 

* D^AoYille, Mem. de TAcademie des Inscriplions, tofo. zxxii, p, 
568-571. 

** The difference between the two races consists in one or two 
humps ; the dromedary has only one i the size of the proper camel 
is larger ; the country he comes from* Turkestan or Bactriana $ the ^ 
dromedary is ooo6ned to Aralria and Africa. Buffon, Hist. Natur- 
elle, torn, xi, p. 211, &c. Aristot. Hist* Animal, torn. i» L ii* c. 1 4 
torn, ii, p. 185. 

VOL, VIII, Q 
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CHAP, ashamed to compute the tlurty thousand rid 
hangings th^t.adorned the walk, the fort} tkoo 
sand columns of silver, or more probably of ma; 
\)le, and plated wood, that supported the roo[ 
^d the thousand globes of gold suspended in 
the dome, to imitate the motions of the planet 
and tlie constellations of the zodiac.* Wbik 
the Persian monarch contemplated the wonden 
of his art and pp wer, he received an epistle from 
an obscure citizen of Mecca, inyiting him toac 
Jcnowledge Mahomet as the apostle of Goi 
He rejected the invitation, and tore the epistle 
?* It is thus," exclaimed the Arabiaii prophet, 
*' that God will tear the kingdom, and reject 
^' the supplications, of Chosroes." ^ Placed on 
the verge of the two great empires of the East, 
Mahomet observed with secret joy the progre^^ 
of their mutual destruction ; and in the niiil 
of the Persian triumphs^, he vent^ried to fore 
tel, that before mai^y years shoul^ elapse, "c 
tory would again returq ^o the banners of tt? 
Romans.^ 

« The»phane9, Chrqnograph, p. 268. D'HeibeWt, BiMiothequ«0"' 
f nt^lc, p. 997. The Gi^ekg descgbe the decay, the Persians tte 
splendour, of Dastagerd ; but the former speak from the modest w'.t' 
ness of the eye, the latter from the vague report of -the^aiv 

' The historians pf Mahopet, Abulfed^ (in Vit. yoharofflfid,? 
92, 93), and Gagnier, (Vie de Mahomit, torn. ii.p. 247), daiethi' 
embassy in the vlith year of the Hegira, which coirtmences A. D- 
6?8, May 11, Their chronology is erroneous^ since Chosroes died Q 
the month of February of the same year, (Pagi, Critica, toin. "- 1^ 
779). The count de Boulainvilliers (Vie de Mahoinfed, p. 82t, 3» 
places this embassy about A. D. 615, soon a(\er the eonqoesto/ft'* 
tine. Yet Mahomet would scai'cely have ventured so soon on so^v 
a step. 

» See the xxxth chapter ^of the Koran, intitled ^e Greth ^^ 
^orej.t; ar.d learned trau^lat^r Sale, (^, 330, 331), fairly states this ff'' 
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At the "time when this prediction is said tohave chap. 
leen delivered, no prophecy could he more dis- ^^^''• 
tantfrom its accainplishment, since the firsttwelve Distress of 
years of Heraclius announced the approaching ^.^^feiol 
dissoiution of the empire. If the motives of Chos- ^***- 
roes Iiatd been pure and honourable, he must have 
ended the quarrel with the death of Phocas, and 
he would have embraced, as his best allj, the 
fortunate African wh9 had so generously aveno*- 
cd the injuiies of his benefactor Maurice. The 
prosecution of the war revealed the true charac- 
ter of the barbarian ; and the suppliant embas- 
sies of Heraclius to beseech his clemehcy, that 
he would spare the innocent, accept a tribute; 
and give peace to the world, were rejected with 
contemptuous silence or insolent menace. Syria, 
Eg^-pt, and the provinces of Asia, were subdued 
by the Persian arms, while Europe, from the 
confines of Istria to the long wall of Thrace, was 
oppressed by the Avars, unsatiated with the blood 
and rapine of the Italian war. They had coolly 
massacred their male captives in the sacred field 
of Panrionia ; the women and children were re- 
duced to servitude, and the noblest virgins were 
abandoned to the promiscuous lusfc of the bar- 
barians. The amorous matron who opened the 
gates of FriuH passed a short night in the arms 
of her royal lover ; the next evening, Romilda 
was condemned to the embraces of twelve Avars, 
and the third day the Lombard princess was im- 

jecture, guess, wager, of Mahomet 5 but Boulainvniiers, (p. S2ft- 
344), with wicked intentions, labours to establish this evident pro- 
phecy of a futuie event, which must, in his opinion, embarrass tk9 
Christian polemics. 

q2 
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CHAP, paled in the n^t 6f the <Ainp, whUe the chagar 
^^}:. observed with a cruel smite, that such a husband 
wis the fit recoiupeAce of her lewdness and p^- 
fidy.* By these implacable efiemiea, Hwacli^ 
on either sidp, was insulted mid beaeged : and the 
Roman empire was reduced to the walls of Cofr 
$tantinople, with the remnant of Greece, Italy 
and Africa, and some maritime cities, from Tyrt 
to Trebizond, of the Asiatic coast. After tie 
loss of Egypt, the capital was afflicted by fatm 
and pestilence ; and the emperpr, incapable « 
resistance, and hopeless of relief, had recked 
transfer his person and government to the mm 
secure residence of Carthage. His ships wer? 
already laden with the treasures of the palace, 
but his fliglit was arreted by the patrian^ 
who armed the powers of rel^ion in the de- 
fence of his country, led Heraclius to the alta 
of St. Sophia, and extorted a solemn oath, that 
he would live and die with th^ people whom God 
had intrusted to his care. The chagan was en 
camped in the plains of Thrace, bat he disseoi' 
bled his perfidious designsj^ and solicited an b 
terview with the emperor near the town of Hera 
clea. Their reconciliation was celebrated will 
equestrian games; the senate and people in tlieir 
gayest apparel resorted to the festival of peace, 
find the Avars beheld, with envy and desire, the 
spectacle of Roman luxury. On a sudden, the 
hippodrome was encompassed by the Scythianca- 
vfidry, who had pressed their secret and noctiirna! 

• f aul l^arnefHd, de Giestis Langobai'dorum, 1. iv, c. SS, •(?. M-- 
i^atori, Annali d'ltalia, tow. v, p. $05^ &q. 
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march t the tremendous sounds ^ the €hiigah*5 chap. 
whip gave tbesignal of the assault; andHeradius, Jf^^^^;, 
wrapping his diadem round his arm, was saved, 
with extreme hazard^bytbe fieetness of his hom^ 
So rapid Wasthe pursuit, that the Arars almost ev 
tered the golden gate of Constantinople with the 
flyiag crowds ;^ but the plunder of the suburbs 
rewarded thek treason, and they transported be<« 
yondt the Danube, tiiro hundred and seventy thou* 
sand cvpthres. On the shore of Chalcedony the 
emperor held a sirfer ccmference with a more ho- 
nourable fiDe,.who, before Heradius descended 
from his gQUey, saluted with reverence and pity 
the majesty of the purple. The friendly offer of He loiicito 
Sain the Persian general, to conduct an embassy ^***^^ 
ta the presence of the great king, was accepted 
with the warmest gratitude, and the prayer for 
pardon and peace was humbly presented by the 
pretorian pre^t, the prefect of tlie city, and one 
of the first eeclesiastics of the patriarchal church.* 
But the lieutenant of Chosroes had fatally mis* 
taken the intentions of bis master. *^ It was not 
*^ an ^nbassy/' said the tyrant of Asia, ^ it was 
'' the parson of Heraclius, bound in chains, that 
'^ he should have brought to the foot of my throne. 
*^ I will never give peace to the emperor of Rome 

^ The ]^uc|ta2 Cbroaicle, whicii 9omsSAm9 introduces fir^pnents 
of liutory into a barren list of names and dates, gives the best Account 
of the treason of the Avars, p. 3S9, SM). The number of captives i« 
added' bgr Kicephorcift - 

" Some ori^nal pieces, such as the speech or letter o£ the Roman 
ambassadors, (p. SS6-S88>, likewise constitute the merit of the Pas« 
chal Chronicle, which was composed, perhaps at Alexandria, under 
the f^ign of HcracUus. > 

q8 



26Q THB'I>ECL1X£ i^KD VAVht 

CHAP. « till he has abjured his* crucified God, and em- 
ja^^ " braced tlie worthip of the sU»." Sain was flaj- 
od aUre» according to the iahiunaa practice of his 
country ; and the separate and rigorous confioe- 
ment of the ambassaidof s, violated the law& of oa- 
tions and the faith <rf' an exfM^ess stipulation. Yet 
tli.e experience of six years at tenrgth persuaded 
the Persian monarch to renounce* tbe c<«qaest of 
Constantinople, and to specify tb^ annual trihite 
or ransom of the Roman empire: a tb0asaad ta- 
lents of gpokl, a thoosandf talents of silver, a thm- 
sand silk robes, a thousand horses, and % thousand 
virgins. HeracUns subscribed these ignominious 
terms, but the time and space wfatdkbe obtained 
to collect sudi treasures from the poverty^ of the 
£ast, Wf^ industriously employ^ in the prepar- 
ations of a bold and desperate attack. 
r!tion7for ' ^^ ^^^ characters conspicuous in history, that 
war, of Heracltus is one of the most extraordinary 

A n 621 

and inconsistent. In the first and last years of 
a long reign, the emperor appears to be the 
slave of sloth, of pleasure, or of superstition, the 
careless and impotent spectator of the pubJic ca- 
lamities. But the languid mists of the morning 
and evening are separated by the brightness of 
the meridian sun: the Arcadius of tiie palace, 
arose the Caesar of the camp ; and the honour 
iff Home and Heraciius was gloriouslj'^ retrieved 
by the exploits and trophies of six adventurous 
campaigns. It was the duty of the Byzantine 
htstorians to have revealed the causes of his 
hlumber and vigilance. At this distance we can 
only conjecture, that he was endowed with more 
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]iersOAai courage than polHiad resohiUoil; that chap. 
he was detained by the diaras, and perhaps the ,^^-r - 
arts^ of his* ni^oeMartinas wkk whom, after the 
de£^ of Ettdoday hc-contraeted an incestMnis 
marriage ;* a*d tkatb&yielded to the base^adt^il^ 
of the connMttiMrs^ wbtor urged as a fundamental 
law,, thai the life of the emperor should nerer be 
exposed in the fieU/ Peritafishe wmsiiwakened 
by the laat uisol(»tt deonaid of the Per^mn cnki* 
queitHT ;- iatt.at the^momcnt when Heraclkis a^ 
Sttmed tbespirk of. an hem, the only hopes of the 
RosBiiis were drawn from the vicissitudes of for*- 
tune, wJiichoiigiii threaten the proud prosperity 
of Chosroes^ andmusjt befovountble to those who 
had attained, the lowest period of depression.' To' 
prcmdefor the expences of war, was the first care 
of the emperor ; and for the purpose of collecting* 
the tribute, he was allowed to solicit the benevo-» 
lence iof the eastern provinces. But the revenue 



' Nieephoi^&, (l*- 10, 12), who brands this tnarriage with the namctf 
of tth^fjuof and at$tfAtr«f, id happy, to obaerve, that of two sons, its incest-* 
VUV.IS fruit, the elder was marked by providence with a stiff neck, the 
younger i#fth the loss of hearing. 

- • GeoTgct of ^igidla, iAeroas. i» 112-123, p. 5), who states the 
opinions^ Acquits the pusilianimoBS counsellors of any sinister views. 
Would he have exposed th^ proiid and contemptuous admonition ot 
CrispUft? 6«rf#Mr«'«jW» »» iIm fittwtXu i^«#»i tta.<rm7u{t^ann 0«r/Xi/«, ««> 

AvriT^e^^f it, &C. 

George Pisid. Acroais. i, 51, &.C. p. 4. 
The Orientals ane not less fdnd of remarking this strcOige vicissitude ; 
and I remember some story of Khosrow Parviz, not very unlike the 
ring of Polycratc* of Samos. 
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CHAF. i|oI(»gerflow#4iatbeu8|i4lcUftiiiieU;thecredft 
XLVi. (tf an arhjtiBrT ptincc b amihilmted by his power; 
and tlie qpwag^ €^ HciMlm mm fint displ^ed 
i|i d«rui|? to bonmr tfaacons^rafeed. wealth of 
dwfchest wder tlie solemn vam ai rmtoru^^wkk 
iMurjs whsteir^r he bud baem cwqpeBed to em- 
pl0f m Urn tmrrkt of rdigian «wl of tlieeiDpue. 
The clei^ tbeinatlveai uppnr t^ hmt^ sjmgi^ 
tbieed with the public difitie«u sod tbedisaeet 
putriKch of Alexaodf i«^ wilhout admitting tie 
iwecedent of «acril^ger aausled his agBivfireigQ bj 
the mirMuloMS ok seaMaahle rerehitiai af a aeoet 
tftaaufe.f Of the sokUera who had oonspiml 
with Phwast only two were fonaditQ hav^ sur- 
vived the stroke oS itme aod of the basfaarians;^ 
ttie Io8S» even of these seditious vreSesana, was 
imperlectly supplied by the new ^iea ctf Hera- 
cliiis» and the gold of the saactiiary united io 
the same can^ the names, and iarma» and Ian- 
guages, of the East and West. He would have 
b^en content with the neutrality of the Avars; 
and his friencyy entreaty that the chagan would 
act, not as the enemy but as the guardian of the 
empire, was accompanied with a mcff e persuasive 
donative of two hundred thousfmd pieces of 



' Baronius gr&vely relates this discoveiy, or rather transiuutation, 
of barrels, not of honey, bot of gold, (Annal. Eocles. A. D. 620, K'. 
S, &e.). Yet the loan was «rbitrar7.» 9inee it w^ qoUecM by soldieis. 
who were ordered to lejive. the patriarch of Aiex^diia up mort ibm 
one hundred pounds of gold. Nicephorus, (p, li), two hundred yev^ 
aCcecwards, speaks with ill humour of this coDtribution« trlDcb the 
chureh of Copstanti^opl^ nxi^bt still f«el. 

*» Theophylact Simocatta, L vlii, c. 12. This drcuntftanw nd 
not excite our surprise^ The muster-roll of a re^^umjcnt* even io ^ 
•£ peace, is renewed in Ics8.thaa twenty or twentj-ave years. 
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CSro days after theiiHtiiral'of Eeitfar, t^e CMper* CHAr^ 
►r^ exchaBg^Dg his purple for the.siiikplt garb of J^^^^ 
L peqitent and wanmr,^ gave tte signal of his 
l^partnre. To thefaith of the people Heracdiua 
*«cominended his obildrea; the civil and mit^tftrgf 
^avrers were :vic8ted in the oiost d^iarving hands^ 
and the discmkMi of tlM^ patriarch and senate 
B^as authonaed to aar^ or swrender the catjr, i£ 
bhejr should be q^faessed in his ahseiice b|r tha 
soipeiior f mrcas of die eneaiy. 

The naghbattrifig hagbta of Chalcedon woie *[)^t ^x|«. 
covered with tikits aad arms : hut if the na^r h^ h^uus 
vies of Heiaclios had bean rasl^Iy led to the at* ^^^* 
tack, the viotcMrj of the F^u^s in the sight of a. d. eit. 
CanstmtmofliQ might have beea the. last da}( of 
the BxHuaii empire. As im^tident woidd it: 
bave been to advance into theptovim^es of Aaiaj> 
leaving their inaaiMaable cavalrj to in<ieroc{it 
kis oonvo js, andcmitimiaUx to haag oa the Ida-, 
situde and disorder of his rear. But the Greeks 
were still masters of the sea ; a fleet of galleys, 
transports, and storeships, was assei;yd>led ia, the 
harbour ; the barbarians cosseted to emhafk ; 
a steady wind carried them through the Helles- 
peat; the westaniiuidsoHthenKcaast of Asia Mi- 
nor lay on their left hand^ the spirit of their chief 
was first displayed in a storm ; and even the eu- 
nuchs <tf his tram were excited to su^r and to 
work by the example of their master. He land- 
ed his troops oa the confia^ of Syria and Cili- 
cia, In the gulph of Seanderoon, where the coast 

' He changed his purpky fbr Uaok buskins, and dyed them red fn 
the blood of the Persians, (Geoi^g. Piaid. Across. iii» US, f II, Iff. 
See the Notes of Foggini, p. S5). 
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CHAP. nHklMlytariis to the south ;^ and his diBcern- 
J^}f^[\^ meat wa« expressed ia the okioice of tliiU import- 
ant post.^ From all sides, *th€ scattered garri- 
sons of the DMMTttime dines aoui tthe ixuNontains 
miglft repair with speed and safety to ius m- 
pmd .^andaid. The naturai .fortificatioBs of 
Cilicia protected^ aad eren 4>oMeaIed, the camp 
of HeradiUf^, wbiob was pitched sxear Jssiis» on 
die same ground where Alexander hiid iirajiquish- 
ed the host of Dar4as. The ang^ which the 
emperor occupied, was deeply mdented into a 
^^t semicircle of the Asiatic, Armenian, sod 
Syrian provinces; and* to whatso&irer point of the 
circumferente lie sbovld direct his attack, it was 
easy for him to dissemble his. own- motions,, and 
to prevent those of the enemy* In the camp of 
Isstts, the RomMi general reformed the sloth and 
disorder of the veterans, and educated the new 
recruits in the knowledge and jkactice of mili- 

^ George of Pi&i4ia {Acroaa, ii, 10, p. 8) has fished this important 
point of the Syrian and.Cilician gates. They are elegantly described 
by Xenophon, wKo marched through tbem a'ihouftand years before. 
A narromr pass of tl)ree stadia between atecp h^ rockv iinT^m^^x.^' 
c»i) and the Mediterranean, was closed at each end by strong gates, 
impregnable to the land, XzroftXfim uk iy» /3i«), accei^sible b^ sea, (Ana- 
boaia, L i, p. 35, 36,#itb(HutchiatOtt'aOaogra|ilucal Piaaertntion, p. 
Ti>. The gates were tbirty-five paraaangs, or* leagues, from Tarsus, 
(Anabasis, 1. i, p. 33, 34), and eight or ten from Antiocfa, (compare 
Itinerar. Wesscling.- -p. 58<J, 581 :; Scbultens, Index G«og|>aph. ad 
caiccm Vit. Saladin. p; fl|; Viiyi^ an TurqMie et;«| Ferae, |tar M. 
Otter, torn, i, p. 78, 79). 

> Heracliii^ might write to a frfend in tbc modest wbrBa of Cicero. 
-— «< Castra babbinils ea i^isa qfitt contra Bad dm hahoeiat apud Is- 
•• sum Alexander, im{u:rdtor baud p^ulo melior quam aut tu aut ego." 
Ad Atticum, v, 20. Issus^ a rich and flourishing city in the'time of 
Xenophon, was niined by the pposperHy of A^exan4ria or Scaodarooa, 
o» the other side of the bay. 
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t^ry virtue. Unfolding the miraculous iniage of chap. 
Christ/ he urgjed tbeih to revenge the holy altars ^^|^^^ 
>vliich had been profaned by the worshippers of 
fire ; addressihg them by the^ endearing appella- 
tions of sons rfnd brethl:en, he deployed the pub* 
lie and private wroBgs^of the republic. Tbesubr' 
jectsof a knonarch<«rerep^^adedthat they ibiigbt 
in the cause of freedom ; ami a similtar eiithusi^ 
asm ivas commnni&ateii to the foreign . mercenar 
ries, who must have viewed with equal indiffer-^ 
ence the' inkerefirt of Rome and of Pef sia. Hera^ 
clius himself^ with the skill and patience of a ce^^ 
turion^ incukated the lessons of tbe dcbool of tac-f 
tics, and the soldiers were assiduously trained iit 
the use of their weapons^ and the exercises and 
evolutions of the field. The cavalry and infaatiy 
in light or heavy armour were divided into twq 
parties; the trumpets were fixed in the centre^aod 
their signals diriected the march, the cbarge> the 
retreat, or pursuit; the direct or oblique order, 
the deep or extended phalanx -^ to represent in 
fictitious combat the operations of genuine war. 
Whatever hardship the emperor imposed on the 
troops, he inflicted with equal severity on himself; 
their labour, their diet, their sleep, were mea* 
sured by the inflexible rules of discipline ; and, 
without despising the enemy, they were taught to 
repose an implicit confidence in their own valour 
and the wisdom of their leader, Cilicia was soon 
encompassed with the Persian arms ; but their 
cavalry hesitated, to enter the defiles of mount 
Taurus, till they were circumvented by the evolu- 
tions of Heraclius, who insensibly gained their 
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ciiAF. nwr, wkibt he appeared to pr^ent his front iii 
eider of battle^ By a take nation, which seemed 
to threaten Armenia^ be drew them against tbeir 
wiebQi^ t^ a general aetito. Thej were tempted 
bgr tM artfa) d^ovder ef his eamp; btit when tbey 
advanoed to combat, tfte grauMl^ tbesus, and the 
expeetat^on of both amies, were uilppopitimisto 
the barbafiaas; the llomans suceesi^Ry repeated 
their taotiee ia a field of battle/* and the evest 
of the daj deckred to the wov^ld, that the Per- 
ria&» were net ioviileible> and that an hero ms 
iavested with the purple. Strong in <vietory sod 
fiiiiie, Heradins behHT' ascended thehetgiiteof 
mount Taurus, ifirected his mareh through tiie 
plakie of Cappadocia, a»d establfehed his troops 
for the winter season ii> safe and plenti&il qQa^ 
ters on the bai^s of the river Ifelys." His soul 
was superior to the vanity of entertainmg €od- 
etMitkiopte with an imperfect triumph : buf tk 
presence of the emperor was indispens^Ij ^^ 
quired to sooth the restless and rapacious spirit 
of the Avars. 
^ Since thedays of Soipio and Hannibal, 60 bolder 

pedition, enterprise has been attempted than that which 
684, '625.' HeracMus achieved for the deHVerance cf*^ 

^ Fog^ini (Ai}x\ptat. p. 31) suspects that the Fer^nS: wers deem* 
by the ^«A«»5 -mtTMy/i^i^n of jElian, (Xactic. c. 48), an intricate spirtl 
motion of the army. He observed, (p. 28), that the militaiy dcscrij*- 
tions of Georg«t)f Fisidia are t^anscntodi inAe Xfyctic^^ ^^ 
peror Leo* 

" George of Pisidia, a" eye-witugss, (Acroas. ii, 122, &c.>» describ- 
ed, in three acreaaeh or cantos, the first expedition of liesaclius< 
The poem has been^ lately (17H) published a^ T^ot^ ; hutsw^ ra^ 
and declamatory praise is far from corresponding with thfi 8Wi"'°^ 
hopes of FagT, D?Anville, ftp. 
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empire,** He permitted tte Pcfsiaiis to dpprete «haiv 
for a while tbe provinces^ and to iilsult with im* ,^^^^J^ 
punity the capital of the East ; while the Ro- 
man emperor explored his perilous way through 
the Black Sea^? atid the mountains of Artnenia, 
penetrs^ted into the heart of Peffeia,** and Recalled 
the armies of i\^ ^r6at king to the defence of 
their bleeding country. With a select band oC 
five thousand soldiers, Hetadliis sailed froiii 
Coostantinople to Trabizohd; assembled hia 
forces which hftd wintered in the Pontic te- 
gions ; and ftom the mouth of the Phasic to the 
Caspian sea» epcouraged his subjects and aiHieti^ 
to march with the succ^isot of Constantine un- 
der the faithful and victorious banner of tht 
cross. When the legions of LucuUus and Pom-^ 
pey first passed the Euphrates, they blushed at 
their easy victory over the nati\fes of Armenia^ 
But the loaog experiencie of Wwt had hardened 

• Theophanes <p. 256) carries Heraclius swiftly (K«r« Tmxts) into 
Armenia. Kic^photns, (p. 1 1), Uiougb h^ confounds the two expe- 
4ition8> defines the {>roTiDee Of Li2i<n. Eutycfaius (AnnaL toAi. B. 
p. 331) ba9 {^ven th« 5000 ineii« with the mort probatile statum o^ 
Trebizond. 

1^ From Gottstantinople to Trebixond, with a fair mad, foar or five 
days; from thebCe t6 Efzerdnif five? to Eri^an* tir«ive ; to l^aisHs, 
tfn ; in all thirty .tw«^ Such is the Itterary of Tavemieir, (Voyitges» 
torn. U p« 12*S6)4 who was perfeetly conversa&t with tlie toads of 
• Asia. Tovniefoirt* who travelled with a pa&ha, spent ten or tweT«*e 
days iMtween Trebiaond and Kraerom, (Voyage du Levant), toaou iiik 
lettre xviii); and Chardin (Vo3rages, torn, i, p. 249-254) gif*» the 
more cffrect dtstaMd of fifly-three pttrasangs, «ach of 5000 |ia£e8» 
(what paces ?)« between Erivan and Taurisw 

^ The eacpcditibtk «f Heraclius into Persia is fi iiely Hhistrated by BT. 
d^AJiville, (Memoifes de TAeademie d(;s Inscriptions^ tom. xxtiDt 
p» 5&9<i^73). He discovers the situation of Gandf^ca, Thebarma. 
Daetii^rd, &c* with admitable slcUl and learning i but the ebecUrfe 
^aiApaiffn of 63^ he passes oyer in silence. 
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the minds amd bodies of that eflfeminate people; 
their zeal and bravely were approved in the serv- 
ice of a declining empire ; they abhorred and 
feared the usurpation of the house of Sassan, 
and the memory of persecution envetiomed their 
pious hatred of the enemies of Christ. The 
limits of Armenia, as it has been ceded to tbe 
emperor 'Maurice, extended as far as the Araxes; 
the river submitted to the indignity of a bridge;' 
and Heraclius, in the footsteps of Afark Antbnj, 
advanced towards the city of Tauris or Gand- 
zaca,* the ancient and modern capital' df one of 
the provinces of Media. At the head of forty 
thousand men, Chosroes himaelf h^d returned 
from some distant expedition to oppose the pro- 
gress of the Roman arms ; but he retreati^ on 
the approach of Heraclius, declining the ge- 
nerous alternative t)f peace or battle. Instead 
of half a mDlion of inhabitants, which have been 
ascribed to Tauris under the reign of the Sophys, 
the city contained no more than three thousand 
houses ; but the value of the royal treasures 
was enhanced by a tradition, that they were 

f Bt pontem indignatiis AraxMk Virgi), JBneid, vfii, 7fS, 
The river Araxes is noisy, nq»id, vehement, and, with the melting 
9f tbe snows* irresistible : the strongest and most toiassy bridges are 
•wept away by the current ; and its imdigiuaion ifi aticMed br f1i« 
ruins of many arches near the old town of Znlfa. Voyages de Char- 
din, torn, i, p. 252. 

• Chardio, torn, i, p. 255-259. With the Orientals, <d*Herbefot, 
Biblloth. Orient, p. 834), he ascribes the foundation of TauriS) or 
Tebris, to Zobeide, the wife of the famous khatif Haroun Altashid ; 
but it appears to have been more ancient ; 'and the names of Gand- 
zaca, Gazaca, Gasa, are eipressive of the royal treasure. The num- 
ber of 550,000 {nhabitants is reduced by Chardin from 1,100,000^ 
the popular <:stimate. 
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the spoils of Cn»$u5, wbicb had beea.trausport- ^f^* 
ed by Cyrus from the citadel of S^des* Tbf 
rapid , coqquQsts of Heracllus »rere suspended 
only by the winter-$easpu ; a, ujQtive.of pru- 
dence, or superstition/ d^terip^ned bis retreat 
intQ the: province of Albania ^long the shores 
of the Caspian ; and his tents were most pro*- 
badly pitched in tfhe plains of Mogan,** the fa* 
vourite ^encanapip^nl of oriental^ princes. In the 
course pf tjiiis successful inroad, he signalized 
the zefi and reTenge of a Christian emperor: 
at hi^ copipand^.the i^ldiers extinguished the 
fire, a^d 4?stroyed the temples, of the Magi: 
the st;^ues of Chosroes, who aspired to divine 
Iionoui:s».w.ere al;>audoned to the flames; and the 
ruins of Tbeliarma or Ormia,^ which had given 
birth to Zoroaster himself, made some atone* 
ment for the injuries of the holy sepulchre. A 
purer spirit pf j*eligi<;»n was shewn in. the relief 
and deliKerance of fifty thousand captives. He* 
radius ws^ rewarded by their tears and grateful 

^ He opened the gospel* and applied or inti^rpreted the first casual 
passage to the name and situation of Albania. Theophanes, p. 25S. 

t* The heath of Mogan, between the Cyrua and the Araxes, is sixty 
paraaanga m length and twenty in breadth, (Olearius, p. 1033^ 1024), 
abounding ii^ waters and fruitful pastures, (Hist, de Nader Shah^ 
translated by Mr. Jones frcnn a Persian MS., part ii, p. 2, 3). See 
the on^ampmoitts of Timur, (Hist, par Skerefeddin Ali, 1. v, c. 87) 
1. vi, o. iS), and the tcoronation of Nader Shah, (Hist. Persanne. 
p. 3-13, and the English Life by Mr. Jones, p. 64, 65). 

' Thebarma and Ormia, near the lake Spauto, ai-e proved to be 
the same dty by d*Anville, (Memoires de TAcademle, torn. x±viii, 
p. 564, S6^). It i» honoured as the birth-place of Zoroaster, ae^ 
cording to the Persians, (SehuHens, Index Geograph. p. 46); and 
their tradition is fortified by M. Perron d*Antequil, (Mem. de PAead. 
des lascript. tom. xxxi, p. 375), with some texts from ^t, or rte*v 
Zendave:$ta. 
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crt AF. acclamations; but thiswise measure, whi^h spread 
^^^^' the fame of his benevolence, diffused the mnr- 
murs of the Persians against the pride and ob- 
stinacy of tfieir own sovereign. 

Amidst the glories of the succeeding campaign, 
Heraclius is almost lost to our eyes, and to those 
of the Byzantine historians/ * From the spacious 
and fruitful plains of Albania, the emperor ap- 
pears to follow the chain of Hyrcanian moun- 
tains, to descend into the province of Media or 
Irak, and to carry his victorious arms as far as 
the royal cities of Casbin and Ispahan, which 
had never been approached by a Roman con- 
queror. Alarmed by the danger of his king- 
dom, the poW€5rs of Chosroes were already re- 
called froixi the Nile and the Bosphonis, and 
three formidable armies surrounded, in a distant 
and hostile land, the camp of the ethperor. Tk 
Colchian allies prepared to desert his standard; 
ahd the fears of the bravest veterans were ex- 
pressed, rather than concealed, by their despond- 
ing silence. " Be not terrified,'* said the intre- 
pid Heraclius, *• by the multitude of your foes. 
>* With the mtd of Heaven, one Roman may 
^* triumph over a thousand barbarians. But if we 
** devote our lives for the salvation of our bre- 
«* thren. We shall obtain the croWn of martyr- 
" dom, and our immortal reward Will be Mberallif 

' » I cafinot find, and (what is much more) M. d*Anville does not it- 
1 te«ipt to seek* the Salban, Tarantum, territory of the Huns, && 

mentioned by Theophanes, (p. 260-262). Eutychius, ( AnnaL torn, n, 
> 231, 232), an insufficient author, names Aepahan ; and Casbin is 

xilMt probably the city of S^por. Ispahan is twenty-four days joitf* 

ney from Tauris, and Casbin half-way between them^ (Voyages be 

Tavernier, tojn. > pt fl3-$2). 
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•• paid b^ GimI imd posteiity/' These tangnanU chap. 
mous smitimebtd wei« suppoff ted by the vigour ^^^'^ 
of hU artioiis: He repelled the threefold attack *'***^**** 
of the Persians^ fmprored the divisions of their 
cbiefe^ and by a well-concerted train of marches, 
retveats^ and successful actions, finally chased 
them from the field into the fortified citieS of 
Media and Assyria. In the severity of the win^ 
ter season^ Sabaraaia deemed himself secure in 
the walk of Sallian ; he was surprised by the ac*. 
tivity of HetBcliuSy who divided his troops and 
pturfomned a laborious march in the silence of 
the ]%ht The flat roofs of the houses were de- 
fended with useless valour against the darts and 
torches of the Romans : the satraps and nobles 
of Persia, with their wives and children^ and the 
flower of thdr martial youths were either slain 
or made prison^s. The general. escaped by a 
precipitate flight, but his golden armour was the 
prize of the conqueror ; and the soldiers of Hera^ 
clius enjoyed the wealth and repose which they 
had so nobly deserved^ On the return of springs 
the emperor traverse in seven days the n^ount- 
ains of Curdistan, and passed without resistance 
the rapid stream of the Tigris* Oppressed by the 
weight of their spoils and captives, the Roman 
army halted under the walls of Amida', and Hera- 
clius infpriQod the senate of Constantinople of his 
safety and success, which they had already felt by 
the retreat of the besiegers- The bridges of the 
Euphrates were destroyed by the Persians; but as 
soon as the etn{)er0r had discovered a ford, they 
hastily retired to defend the banks of the Sar 
VOL. vin. R 
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CHAR j'ost' IB CUicUi: ThiA mer, an in^i^Uyiis tor* 
•^!!tI!L ^°^' ^^ aboilt tbree faimdred fieet 1»t»d, the 
bridge was fcbrtifi^ MilAi strong tenets, aad 
the banks W&te Hded with bartmiiaii ucfaen 
After a bloody conflict, which coniinaed till tk 
evening, the Romans |Nrevailed in the assault 
and a Persian of gigantic suee was slain and 
Jtfctfrown iato the Sams bj the hand <»f the emper- 
or himsdif. The enemies were dispersed and &- 
iaayed ; HferaCliiss pursued his maitrh to Sebaste 
Sa Cappadocia ; dnd at the saqoratkm of tbm 
years, the same coast of the Euxiise stppkaiM 
his return from a long and Tictoridus expeifitioD.' 
^"^T Ii»steid of skirmishing on the frontier^ the twfi 
constan. jBobsfdis who disputed the empire of the East 
fr^ The aimed their despelrate strokes Bt the heart of tii^ 
Tn "Avars *'*^*'' The military forcc 6f PeTsia WM wa^«d bj 
A. D. 626. the marches and combats of twenty years, and 
many of the ireterans, wh6 had survived the perik 
of the sword and the dknate, were stiil detaised 
in the fortresses of Egypt and Syria. But the r^ 
venge and amintidn of Chosroes exhausted W 
kingdom; and the new levies of subjects, stran- 
gers, and slaves, were divided into three fonni- 
•dabie bodies.^ The first army of fifty thousand 

* At ten parasangs from Tarsus* the army of the yennger CynJ 
passed the Sarus, three plethra in breadth : the Pyramus, a stadium i: 
breadth, ran five parasangs Auther to the east, (Xenophon, Anafai^ 
1. i, p. 83, 34). 

^ George of Pisidia (Bell. Abaricum, 846-265, p. 49) celebrates nit 
truth the persevering cobrage of the three campaigns {t^s^s m^i^^" 
Ugalnst the Ftersiians. 

^ Petavius (Annotationes ad Nicephorum, p. 62, 63, 64) discrim- 
nates the names and actions of five Persian ganerals who were «c*- 
4*es9ively «ent against Heractiu<9. 
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men, illifttii(ms bjr the Qraianent and title of the en af. 
golden spearSf was destined to march against He^ ...^I^U 
Fadius ; the second was stationed to prerent bis 
junction with the troops of his brother The<ldo- 
rus ; and die third was commanded to besiege 
Constantinople^ and to second the operations 
^ the chagan^ with whom the Persian king had 
ratified a tr^ty of alliance and partition. Sarbar, 
the general of the third army» praetrated through 
the proyinces of Asia to the welKknown camp 
of Chalcedon, and amused himself with the de- 
stnictaoa of the sacred and proftine buildings of 
the Asiatic suburbs^ while he impatiently waited 
the arrival of his Scythian friends on the opposite 
side of the Bosfdiorus. On the twenty-ninth of 
Jufie» thirty thousand barbarians^ the ranguard 
of the Avars» forced the long wall, and drove 
into the. capital a promiscuous crowd of peasants^ 
citizens^ and soldiers* Fourscore thousand'^ of 
his native subjects^ and of the vassal triiies of 
Gepidae^ Russians^ Bulgarians, and Sclavanians, 
advanced under the standard of the chagan : a 
month was spent in marches and negotiations^ 
but the whole city was invested on the tbirty-first 
of July, from the suburbs of Pera and Galata to 
the Blacbemae and seven towers ; and the inha- 
bitants descried with terror the flaming signals 
of the European and Asiatic shores. In the 

« This number of eight myriads is- specified by Ceocge of Pisidia^ 
(Bell. Abar. 219). The poet (50-88) cl^f^ indicates that the old 
chagan lived till the reign of Heracliin,^aiid tliat his son and success-* 
or wafl born of a foreign mother. Yet t^'o^inl (Annotat. p. £7) 
has given another interpretation to this passag^ 

R2 
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CHAP, meanwhile the magistrales of Constantinofde re- 
7 ^^^ peatedly strove to purchase the retreat of the 
chagan: but their deputies were rejected and in- 
sulted ; and he suffered the Imtricians to stand 
before his throne, while the Persian envoys, in 
silk robes, were seated by his side- — *^ You see,'' 
said the haughty barbarian, '' the proofs of my 
*^ perfect union with the great king : and his 
'^ lieutenant is ready to send into my camp a se- 
<' lect band of three thousand warriors. Presume 
.*' no longer to tempt your master with a partial 
^< and inadequate ransom : your wealth and your 
" city are the only presents worthy of my accept- 
*^ ance. For yourselves, I shall permit you to de- 
'** part, each with an under-garment and a shirt ; 
** and, at my entreaty, my fiiend Sarbar will not 
^ refuse a passage through his lines. Your ab- 
^* sent prince, even now a active or a fugitive, 
** has left Constantinople to its fate ; nor can you 
*^* escape the arms of the Avars and Persians, un- 
'* less you could soar into air like birds, unless like 
" fishes you could dive into the waves.'"* During 
ten successive days, the capital was assaulted by 
the Avars, who had made some progress in the 
science of attack ; they advanced to sap or batter 
the wall, under the cover of the impenetrable 
tortoise ; their engines discharged a perpetual 

' A bird, a frog, a mouBe, and five arrows, had been the present of 
the 5c|lhiaii king to Darius, (Herodot. L iv, c. 131, 133> Substituez 
une lettre a ces signes («ajr8 Rousseau, with much good taste) plusella 
fera mene9ante moins elle effrayera : oe ne fera qu*une faBfarronade 
dont Darius n'eut fait que rire, (Emile, torn, iii, p. 146). Yet I much 
question whether the senate and people of Constantinople lavgktd &t 
this message of the chagan. 
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volley of Stones and darts; and twelve lofty towers chap. 

of wood exalted the combatants to the height of ^^^'' 

the neighbouring ramparts. But the senate and 

people were animated by the spirit of Heraclius, 

who had detached to their relief a body of twelve 

thousand cuirassers; the powers of fire and me«- 

chanics were used with superior art and success 

in the defence of Constantinople; and the galleys^ 

with two and three ranks of oars, commanded the 

Bosphorus^ and rendered the Persians the idle 

spectators of the defeat of their allies. The A- 

vars were repulsed ; a fleet of Sclavonian canoes 

was destroyed in the harbour ; the vassals of th^ 

chagan threatened to desert, his provisions were 

exhausted, and after burning his engines, he gave 

the signal of a slow and formidable retreat. Th^ 

devotion of the Romans ascribed this signal de« 

liverance to the virgin Mary ; but the mother of 

Christ would surely have condemned their inhu-: 

man murder of the Persian envoys, who wer^ 

entitled to the rights of humanity, if they werQ 

not protected by the laws of nations,^ 

After the division of his army, Heraclius pru- Alliances 

• •* ■ and con- 

den tly retired to the banks of the Pbasis, from, quesu or 

whence he maintained a defensive war against the "*^**^^^- 
fifty thousand gold spears of Persia. His anxiety 
was relieved by the deliverance of Constantinople; 
his hopes were confirmed by a victory of his bro- 
ther Theodorus; and to the hostile league of 

« The PUschal Chronicle (p. 392-397) gives a minute and authentic 
narrative of the siege and deliverance of Constantinople. Tbeophanci* 
(p. S64> adds some circumstances ; and a laint light may be obtained 
from the snioke of Qeorge of Pisidia, who has composed a poem (iA 
BeUo Abarico* ^ 45-54) to commemorate this auspicious eveat, 

nS 
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CHAP. Chosi'oes with the Ayltrs, the Roman ^tupero 
J^7x^^ opposed the useful and honourablp alliance o 
the Turks. At his liberal invitation/ the horc 
pf Chofiars' transported their tents from tk 
plains pif the Volga to the mountains of Georgia; 
Heraclius received them in the nei|^hbourh(xx] 
of Teflis, and the khan with his nobles dis- 
mounted from their horses^ if we may credit tk 
Greeks, and fell prostrate on thip ground, to 
jBtdore the purple of the Caesar. Such ypluntan 
homage and impprtapt aid were entitled to tfac 
warmest acknowledgments; and th^ emperor. 
taking off his own diadem, placed it on theiieaJ 
pf the Turkish prince, whom be saluted with a 
tender pmbrace and the appellation of son. Af- 
ter a sumptuous banqueti be presented Ziebel 
with the plate ancl ornaments, the ^old, tke| 
gems, and thp silk, ^hich had been used at tk | 
imperial table, and, with his own hand, distri- 
buted rich jewels and ear-rings to his nei^ al- 
lies. In a secret interview, he produced the por- 
trait of his daughter Eudocia,^ condescended to 
flatter the barbarian with the promise of a fair and 
august bride, obtained an immedis^te succour of 

' The pgwer of thct Ohozars prev«ile4 in the viUh, yliitb, and iift 
centuriea, '][*hey were known to the Greeks, tlie Arahs, and, imdi 
the name of JCota, to the Chinese ihemaelves. De Ginjpies, Hist.<ifl 
Hiro8» torn. ii> part |i, p. 30t-^509. 

s Epiphania, or Eudocia, the only daughter of Heraclius and bij 
first wife Eudocia, was bom at Constantinople on the 7th of JG'Jh 
A. D. 611, baptized the l^th of August* and crowned (in tki 
oratory of St. Stephen in «he palace) the 4th of October of the saoti 
year. ' At this time she was about fifteen. Eudocia 'was aAennrdi 
sent to her Turkish husband* but the news of his death stopped htf 
journey and prevented the consummation, (Ducange, PamiEK Bj?£* 
tin. p. Ufiv" 
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brty tfacMiattod horse, and: M^otistecl a^stioi^ cuak 
Li verskd :of the Tiuckish, armsoa the side of the ^^^^^ 
]>xus> The Permns, la thdr turn, retreated 
vith precipitation; m the camp of Edessa, Hera^ 
:lius reviewed an amy of seventy tbousaad Ro« 
nana and strangers; and some mcmth& were sxic« 
:essiiilly employed in the mronrery of the citiei 
>f Syria, Mesopotamia, and Armenia, whose*for# 
tificatioDS had been imp^ectly restcured. Sarbar 
still maintained ihp important station of Ciialce* 
doa ; but the jealousy of Chosroes, or the arti* 
fice of Heracliu^, so€«i alienated the mind of that 
powerfiil satrc^ from the service of his king^ a^d 
pountry. A messenger was intercepted with a 
real or fictitious mandate to the cadarigan, or 
second ia command, directii^ him to send, with«> 
out delay, to. the throne, the head of a guilty. or 
imforiunate^eneraL The despatches were trans* 
tuitted to Sarbar himself; and as soon as he read 
the sentence of his own death, he dexterous^ uh 
sarted the aames of four hundred officers, assem« 
bled a mititary council, and asked the cadarignw^ 
whether he was pr^ared to execute the (xs!^ 
mands, of their tyrant? The Persians unani- 
mously dedared) that Chosroes bad forfeited t^ 
sceptre; a sej)arate treaty was concluded with 
the government of Constantinople ; and if som4$ 
considerations of honour or pc^cy restrained Sar- 
barfromJQiningtbe standard of HeracUus, the em-^ 

^ Elmacin (Hist. Saracen, p. 13-16) glv^s some ctirums and prolnr^ 
'blc facts: )[).ut his numbers fere rMher t<*) hi^h — 800,000 Homans as- 
semblect at Edessa — 500.000 Persians killed at Nineveh. The abates , 
tnent of a cipher is scarcely enough to restore i^s 8axii|^. 
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CHAP. penMrwasatswedytiMtliemightprosecnite^wit^ 
^J^^^ intemqjtion, his designs of victory and peace. 
Hit third Defirived of his firmtst support, and doubtful 
ZpfslK' of the fidelity of his sofcjeots, the greatness of 
Chosroes was still conspiouom in its ruinsL The 
number of five hundrod diousand may be iater- 
preted as an oriental metaphor, to daKribe the 
nen and arms, the houses and ele|riiants, that 
covered Media and Assyria against the iavasioD 
of Heraoliuso Yet the Romans bddly . advanced 
from the Araxes to the Tigris, and the timid 
prudence of Rhazates.was amtent to follow tfaem 
by foiled marches through a desolate coantry, 
till be received a peremptory nmndate to. risk the 
fate of Persia in a decisive baitle. [Eastward of 
the Tigris, at the eiid of the bridge of Mosa], 
the great Nineveh had fonMrly becai erected:' 
the city, and even the rains df the city, had loo^ 
since disaf^ared :^ *ihe vacant space afforded a 
spacious field for the operations of the tvo arr 
mies. But these operations are nc^ected by the 
Byzantine historians, and, like the authors of 
e|Mc poetry and romimce, they ^ribe the vktorj, 

< Ctesias (apud Dlodor. SicuL torn. S, 1. ii, p. 115, edit. Wesseiinf) 
miaipnB 46Q stadia (perhapa OQly 92 ntUes) fpr ib/i.^vtvaaaienactoi 
Nioevelv Jonas talks of tl^e da^rs jo)irney : tlie l^Q.000 persoos 
described by the prophet as incapable of discerning their right band 
fnnu thdi: left,Wy afflord albout 709,000 persons 'Of aU ages for the 
inhabitants of thfit fin^ient capdtali <jGo|EUft» OrlgKp^ def.|«oix, &c 
torn, iii, part i, ^ 92, 93) which ceased to exist 600 years before Christ, 
llie western suburb still subsisted* aad is mentioned onder the name 
(Bf MosMl \n |he ^st age $)f (he AraMaQ k]ialia^ 

^ Niebuhr (Voyage en Ar^e, &c. torn, ii, p. SSCi) paatsfd over h> 
lieyeh jRrithout perceiving it. He mistook for a ridge of hiUa the old 
rampart of brick pr f»r^ |t Is said to have be^a lOO.^thighf 
Ranked with 1500 towers, each of the height of 200 lleet. 
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not to the mflitary conrdudt, .but to the personal chap. 
valour, of their favourite hero. On this menior-t ^,^,^X!' 
able day, Heraclius, onJbis horse Phallus, surpass* and victo- 
ed the bravest of his warriors : his Up was pier-f ^m^^^J^ 
ced with a spear, the steed was wounded in the *^- 
thigh, but' he carried his master safe and victo* 
rious through the triple phalanx of (he barba'^ 
rians. In the heat of the action, three valiant 
chiefs were' successively slain by the sword and 
lance of the emptor p among these was Rhazates 
iimself ; he fell like a soldier, but the sight of his 
lead scattered grief aiul despair through the faint* 
ng ranks of the Persians, His armour of pure 
Hid massy goM, the shield of one hundred and 
: wenty plates; the sword and belt, the saddle and 
mirass, adorned the triumph of Heraclius, and if 
)e had not been faithful to Christ and his motheri 
;he champion of Rome m^ht have offered the 
<>urth apime spQUs to the Jupiter of the Capitol.^ 
[n the battle of Nineveh, which was fiercely 
fought from day-break to the eleventh hour, 
^wenty^ight standards, beside those which might 
)e broken or torn, were taken from the Pensit 
ms; the greatest part of their army was cut in 
)iece^f and the victors, concealing their own loss, 
)assed the night on the field. They acknowledg- 
ed, that Oja this occasion it was less difficult to 
cill than to discomfit the soldiers of Ghosroes ; 

^ Rex regia anxia fero (says Romulus, in the first consecration) 
• , . )>ina posteii (pontinues Liyy» i« IQ) inter tot bflla, opinio 
Mirta sunt spolia* adeo rara ejus fortuna decorls. If Varro (apud 
i*omp. Festum, p. 306, edit. Dacier) could justify his liberality in 
granting tlie opine spoils even to a common soldier who had slain the 
^ng or general of the enemy, the honour would have ^en much 
oore cheap and common. 
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CRAP, amidst the bodies of tiitiir fnendb, no more than 
^^^'' two bow-shot from the enemy, the remnant of tfce 
Persian cavafarjr stood firm tiU the seventh hoar of 
the n^^ht ; about the eighth houor they retired to 
their unrifled camp, oollected their baggage, and 
dispersed on all sides, from the want of orders 
rather than of resolution. The diligence of Hera- 
clius was not less admirable in the use of victory; 
by a march of forty-ei^t niiles in four and tiraitj 
hours, his vanguard occupied the bridges of the 
greater and the lesser Zab ; and the cities and pa- 
laces of Assyria were open for the first tinte to the 
Romans. Byajustgradationof mi|gnilcentsceDes> 
they penetrated to the royal seatof I>astagefd,8iid 
tbough much of the treasure bad been removed, 
and much had been expended, the remaimDg 
wealth appears to have exceieded thdr bopes, siui 
even to have satiated their avarice. Whatever 
could not be easily transported, they consumed 
with fire» that Chosroes might feel the anguish of 
those wounds, which he had so often inflicted on 
the provinces of the empire : and justice ndgbt 
allow the excuse, if the desolation had been con- 
fined to the works of regal luxury, if naticnal 
hatred, military license, and religious zeal, had not 
wasted with equal rage the habitations and tlie 
temples of the guiltless subject. The recovery of 
three hundred Roman stuidards, and iJie deliver- 
ance of the numerons capl^vesof Edessa and Alex- 
andria> reflect a purer ghwy on the arms of Hera- 
clius. From the palace of Dastagerd, he pursued 
his march within a few miles of Modain imt Ctesi- 
phon,tiIl he was stopped,on the banksof the Arba 
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by the difficulty of the passage, the rigmir of the chap. 
season, and perhaps the fame rf an imprejsniaUe ^^^*' 
capital. The return of the emperor is marked by 
the modern name of the city of Sberhzour ; he 
fortunately passed mount Zara» before the snoir, 
which fell incessantly thirty-four days, and the 
citizens of Gandzaca, or Tauris, were compelled 
to entertain his soldiers and their horses with an 
hospitable reception.^ 

When the ambition of Chosroes was reduced PUght or 
to the defence of bis hereditary kingdom, tbeA.D!°6?7» 
love of glory, or even the sense of shame, sbouM ^^' *^- 
have urged hii)a to m^et bis rival in the fiokt. In 
the battle of Nineveh, his courage might have 
taught the t^erdiaiis to vanquish, or he might 
have fallen with honour by the lance of a R<r- 
man emperor: The successor of Cyrus chose 
rath^, at a secure distance, to expect the event, 
to assemble the relics of tj)e defeiat, and to re.- 
tire by measured steps before the mardi of He* 
radius^ till he beheld with a sigfa the once loved 
mansions of Pastagerd. Both hb friends and 
enemies were persuaded, that it was the inten- 
tion of Chosroes to bury l»mself under the ruins 
of the city and palace s am) as^ biytti might have 
been equally iidverse to his flight, the tncmareh 
of Asia, with Sira, and thi^^ concubines, e* 
scaped through an bole in the wall nine days be* 
fore the arrival of the Romans. The slow and 

«» In describing this last expedition of Heraclius, the facts, the 
places, and the dates of Theophanes, (p. 265-371), are so accurate 
and authentic that he must have fckllowed the original let^rs of the 
emperor, of which the Paschal Chronicle has preserved (p. 398-.4W) 
ft very curious 8peqjmei\. 
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c H A f^. stately procession in whi^b he shewed himself ta 
^^' the fNTOstrate crdwd, was changed to a rapid and 
secret journey ; and the first evening he lodged 
in the cottage of a peasant, who9e humble door 
would scarcely give admittance to the great 
king*'' His superstition was subdued by fear: 
on the third day, he entered with joy the fortifir 
cations of Ctesiphon ; yet he still doubted of his 
safety till he had opposed the river Tigris to the 
pursuit of the Romans. The discovery of his 
flight agitated with terror anki tumult the palace, 
the city, and the camp of Dastagerd : the satraps 
hesitated whether they had most to fear from 
their sovereign or the enemy ; and the females 
of the haram were astonished imd {deased by the 
sight of mankinds till the jealous husband of three 
thousand wives again confined thmi to a more 
distant castle* At his contmand* the army of 
Dastagerd retreated to n new camp: the front was 
covered by the Arba^ and a line of two hundred 
el^hants ; the troops of tbe more distant pror 
vinces succesnintely arrived, and the vilest domes- 
tits of the king and satraps were enrolled for the 
last deftpce of the tlirone. It was still in the 
power of Cho^roes tQ obtain a'riea30iiable peace; 
And be was repealedly pressed by the messenger$ 
of Heraclius, to sp^e the blood of bis subjects, 
and to relieve. an h^mcine conqueror from the 
painful duty of carry iipg fire and sword through 
the fairest countries of Asia. But the pride of the 

^ The words of Theophanes are remarkable : Mnh Xt&^ns ttg mxw 

ttmfumf (p. 269). Young princes who discover a propensity to wfr 
should repeatedly transcribe and translate such salutarj texts. ' 
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Persian had not yet sunk to the level of his foi> chap. 
tune ; he derived a momentary confidence from the ^^^J^^ 
retreat of the emperor ; he wept with impotent 
rage over the ruins of his Assyrian palaces, and 
disregarded iao long the rising murmurs of the 
nation, who complained that their lives and for* 
tunes were sacrificed to the obstinacy of an old 
man. That unhappy old man was himself tor* 
tured with the sharpest pains both of mind and 
body; and, in the consciousness of his approach* 
ing end, he resolved to fix the tiara on the head 
of Merdaza, the most favoured of his sons. Buj^ 
the will of Chosroes was no longer revered, and 
Siroes, who gloiied in the rank and merit of his 
mother Sira, had conspired with the malecon* 
tents to assert and anticipate the rights .of pri- 
mogeriiturei* Twenty-two satraps, they styled 
themselves patriots, .were tempted by the weahh 
and honours of a new reign : to the soldiers, the 
heir of Chosroes promised an increase of pay ; 
to the Christians, the free exercise of their re- 
ligion ; to the captives, liberty and rewards ; and 
to the. nations-instant peace and the reduction of 
taxes. It was determined by the conspirators 
that Siroes, with the ensigns of royalty, should 
appear in the camp ; and if the enterprise should 
fail, his escape was contrived to the imperial 
court. But the new monarch was saluted with 
unanimous acclamations ; the flight of Chosroes He i^ de- 
(yet where could he have fled?) was rudely arrest- a!^.' 628, 
ed, eighteen sons were massacred before his face, ^^^ ^^' 

• Tj»e authentic narrative of the fall of Chosroes is contained in 
the letters of Heraclius (Chron. Paschal, p. S98) and the hietory of 
Theophancs, (p. j^i). 
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CHAP, and he was tkrotm into a dadgeDti^ %liere he 
i^iTJL expired on the fifth day. The Gredcs and mo- 
dern Persians minutely describe how Cfaosroes 
was insulted, and famished, and tortured^ by the 
command of an inhuman son, who so far surpass* 
ed the example of his father : but at the time of 
his death, what tongue would relate the story of 
the parricide ? what eye could penetrate into the 
tower af darkness ? According to the £^h and 
mercy of his Christian enemies, he sunk witfioat 
hope into a still deqier abyss ;^ anddl will not 
be denied, that tyrants of every age and sect 
arerthe best entitled to such infernal abodes. 
The glory of the house of Sassan ended with 
the life of Chosroes : his unnatural son »|oyed 
only eight months the fruit of his ciimes ; and 
in the space of four years the regal title was 
assumed by nine candidates,^. who di3pnted, with 
the sword or dagger, the fragments of an ex- 
hausted monarchy. Every province, and each 
city of Persia, was the scene of independence, 
tf discord, and of blood, and the state of anarchy 
prevailed ab(^ut eight years longer, till the fac- 
tions were silenced and united under the com- 
mon yoke of the Arabian caliphs."^ 

p On the first nimoar of the death of Chosroes^ an Heracliadin tv^^ 
amtoa waa instantly published at Constantinople bj Geotge of Pisidtt. 
(p. 97-105> A priest and a poet might very properly exult in the 
damnation of the public enemy, {ifAvt&mif iv r«^«^M, V» 56) : but such 
mean revenge is unvorthy ef a king and a conqueror ; and I am sonr 
lo find ao mucl) black superstition (iu/uix!& X00-^«# <«•««'< mm <vfM< 
T<^^fi us r» xaT*x^*'** , , . us vo Tuf «»«T«#/3irtf>, &c.) in the letter 
of Heraclius : he almost applauds the parricide of Siroes as an act of 
piety and justice. 

"i The best oriental accounts of this last period of the yftib^^^nian 
kings are foupd in Eutychius, (Annal. torn, ii, p. 251*256), wl» 

dtssemblff 
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As soon as the mmnrtainft bacsuo^ passably chjlf* 
the enaperor reieived the welcome news of tht ^^^^ 
success of the conspiracy » the death of Chosroes, Trtaty of 
ktkd the elevation of his elde^ son tb the throne f^^"^ 
of Persia. The authors of the revolution, eager two eai^ 
to display their merits in the court or camp of a!^1d. 6S8, 
Tauris, precedidd the ambassadors of Sirbes, whd ^^'^^' 
delivered the letters oi their master to his brch 
ther Uie emperor of the Romans/ In the lan^ 
guage of the usurpers of every age, he imputes 
his own crimes to the Deity, and^ without de- 
grading his equal majesty, be offers to reconcile 
the long discord of the two nations, by a treaty 
of peace and allianee more durable than brass 
or iron. The con(£tions of the treaty were 
i^asily denned and MthfuUy executed. In the 
recovery of the standards and prisoners whidi 
bad faUen into tii^ hands of the Persians^ the 
empercHT imitated the example of Augustus: their 
care of the national dignity was celebrated by the 
poets of the times, but the decay of genius may 
be measured by the distance between Horace and 
<ieorge of Pisidia; the subjects and brethren of 
Heradius were redeemed from persecution, slave- 
ry, and exile ; but instead of the Roman eagles, 
the true wood of the holy cross was restored to 
the importunat;e demands of the successor of t5on- 
^tantine. The victor was not ambitious of enlarg- 

dissembles the parricide of Sirocs ; d^Hcrbelot, (Bibllotheque Orien- 
talc, p. 789), and Assemanni, (Bibliothec. Oriental, torn, iii, p. 41^ 
4.20). " 

» The letter of Siroes la the Paschal Chronicle (p. 402) unfortunatelr 
end* before he proceeds to business. The treaty appears in its execution 
in the histories of Theophanes and Nicephorus. 
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CHAP, ing the wwkiMss of the empire ; the ^m af^Chos^ 
***l!!^ foes abandoned without regret the coimpests of 
his fath^jr ; the Porsians who evacuated tl^QL cities 
of Syria and Egypt were honourahl/ cimducted 
to the frontier^ and a war which had.waipuied 
the vitals of the two monarchie:3* profl^c^ Qo 
change in their external and .relative fUiiatiofl. 
The return of Heraclius from Taurisi,Jbo.CQo- 
atantinople, was a perpetual triumjpdi ; . i^id afta 
the exploits of six. glorious capfipaigns^ h^^S!9^* 
ably enjoyed the sabbath of Ui9 tpti^.. .^^^ ' 
long impatience, the senate* tliefClei;|g;:» a^ tk 
people^ went forth to meet their hero, wi^i te^ 
and acclamations, with. olive brdnchf»«.£H^ JipDit* 
merable lamps: he entered the oipiital ]^.9cba^ 
riot drawn by four elephants ; andfas^^opi^^ the 
emperor could disengage himself from, thf^ iniipult 
of public joy, be tasted more^enuin(^^at|^acti(« 
in the embraces of his mother and his sopJH, 

The succeedingy ear was illustrated bj/: a^^iy^ 
of a very different kind, the restitutions ofXj^ \jm 
cross to the holy sepulchria, Heraclius fi^ij^wd 
in person the pilgrimage of Jeru^f^.$i^ iden- 
tity of the relic was verified by the 4i||$^!re^ patfi^ 
arch,^ and this august cerempuy.)%9&.he<^cQ^ 

■ The Jtmrden of Comeille's son^, 

" Montrez Heracliua au petipl* qui P at^dhdj**-i/^i'"" ' 
it much better niUed to the present eccasiofi« . Si^bis tiiinuim]^^]pM»» 
pbanes (p. 273, 273) and Nicephorus, (p. 15» 16). The life of the mo- 
ther and tenderness of the son are attestedby Gefnrge of Pisidta, (Bdi« 
Afcar. 255, &c p. 49). The metaphor of tKe ^^4"b^tk^|s^ vte«[;5<Hne- 
what jprofaiiely, by these Byzantine Christians. ' " ,^. / ** ->, 

• See Baronius, (Annal. Eccles, A. D. 6«$, i^J l«i) ;^ bS^cV^ 
(Annal. t^w* ii> p. 240-248); Nicephoriis, (^rev.^. lh\,' '^tfce seals 



memorstedlv^r tke annual ^tlval* of '1»h& exi&ar oh kk 
tion pf the cross. Beibre tiieempwOr ppreBuaied J^.^^, 
to tread the con^secvated grouiid, he t^s instruct- 
led to strap Umsctf of the (Madem aadpiof^le, the 
pomp and tanitjr of the world : ' but in th^ joAg-- 
ment of his ciei^% the persecutioii vt the Jews 
"was more easily reconciled with the jff^ceptt of 
the gospti. Hp again ascended his throne to 
reoeivQ die ooagrMiulation^ of the ambassadors 
of France and In<fia: and the ftnne <^> Hkfose^ 
Alexander, and Herbnles,*^ wasedipsied, in the 
popuhir estimataon, by the siiperior merit and 
glory of the great Her^clinis.^ Yet the delivered 
of the East was indigent and feeble. Of the Per- 
sian spoils, the most valuable pmtion had been 
expended in the yrac^ distributed to the soldiers, 
!or buried, by an unluolipr tenfpest, in the w^tvei^ 
^f the Euxine. The 4;onsdence of the emperor 
was oppressed by the obligation of restoring the 
wealth of the clergy, ^bich Jie h^4 berji'^wed fw 
their own defence : i^ pei^etnal fond was requii^ 
ed to satisfy these inexorable creditors ; the pro^ 
vinces, already wasted by the arms and avarice 
of the Persians, were compelled to a second pay- 
ment of the same taxes i and the arrests of a 
simple citizen, the treasurer of Damascus, were 
commuted te a fine of one hundred thousand 
pieces of gold. The loss of two hundred thousand 

«f the case had never been broken; and this preservation .of the ^osi 
is ascribed (under God) to the de\'otion of Queen Sira. 

* George of Pij»idia, Acroas. iii, de Expe^it. contra Persas, ilS^kj^, 
«nd Hcracleid, Acroas, i, 65-138. I neglect the meaner parallels of 
Daniel, Timotheus, &c. Chosroes ahd the chagan were of course com- 
pared to Beliihazzar, Fharaoh, the old serpont, ftc 
VOL. V|n. ^ 



2SB THSAlCLIH&JkXD FALLt^ 

CHAP, soldiers' who had fallen by the sword, Was of less 
g^^ iTA'i. ^5**^ importance than the decay of arts, agricul- 
ture, and population, in this long and destructive 
war : and although a victorious army had beee 
formed under the standard of Heraclius, the un- 
natural effort appears to have exhausted rather 
than exercised their strength. While the em- 
peror triumphed at Constantinople or Jerusalem, 
an obscure town on the confines of Syria was 
pillaged by the Saracens, and they cut ki pieces 
some troops who advanced to its relief : an or- 
dinary and trifling occurrence, had it not been 
the prelude of a mighty revolution, Tliese rob- 
bers were the apostles of Mahomet ; their fana- 
tic valour had emerged from the desert ; and ib 
the last eight years of his reign, Heraclius lost 
to the Arabs the same provincea which he had 
rescued from the Persians. 

' Suldas (in Excerpt. Hut. Bjrzatit. p. 46) gires this number; bet 
fither the Penian must be read for the Itauritm war» or this psss^ 
^ll^ pfltt btloog tQ the ev^peror Heraclius. 
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yfcfo/ojattrf history 6f tAe doctrine of tlu ineamaiimi*^- 
The hurmn and divine nature of {Jhrist^^Enmity of 
ihpp^riarchs of .Alcjsandrza and Constantinopl^^St. 
C^imd Nestwriuf^^Third general council efEphesu^ 
--^Here^ of Eutyches-'^Fourth general comcil ofChaU 
cedon — Civil and ecclesiastical discord — Intolerance of 
Jusiini^nr — The three chapters — the Monothclite contro" 
vtrsy — State of the oriental sects — I. The Nestoriam 
— 11.' The Jacobites— III. The Maronites—lV . The 
Armemans'^Y, The Cofts and Jfri/ssiniam^ 



After the extinction of paganism^ tlie Christ- <5hap. 
ians in peace and piety might have enjoyed tbeir JL,.*^-! 
solitary triumph. But the principje of discord The incw- 
was alive in their bosom, and they were more ^^?. 
solicitous to explore the nature, than to practise 
the laws, of their founder, I have already ob- 
served, that the <Usputes of the Trinity were 
succeeded by those of the Incarnation ; alike 
scandalous to the church, alike pernicious to the 
state, still more niiinute in their origin, still more 
durable in their effects. It is my ciesign to com^ 
prise in the present chapter, a religious war of two 
bondred and fifty years, to represent the ecclesias- 

s2 
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CHAP, tical and political schism of the oriental ^ccts, 
and to introduce theif clamours pr sangiiitian 
contest^, by a modest inquiry into the dqctrines 
of the primitive church/" 

• By what meitis nhBlI T MKlmi^tfette tb|pj|re«ioop jafuiry.wlodi 
I have studied to circunscrihe »n4 compresf f U I |per«ist in sup- 
porting e«^h fact or reflection by it« proper ftnd special evidence, trtr* 
line vouM demand « string; of restlmoiijes, luid efcirjr iKiU muU 
fweU to a critical ^iMtrtftion. i|i^ the j^uAt>erle8« p^asa^^ ofaoti* 
quity which I have seen with mj own eyes, are compiled, dig^stti, 
and iUmtrcted, ^yi Peiat>iu9 and Ik Ctste,^ Meai^w^ kid iMm 
I shall be contant to kntifj my narratiye hQrl|lie^n«Q9fs|.«Q^ ^^tutcfl 
of these respectable ffuides ; and in the ccntemplatiop of a minute er 
remote object, I am not a:>haihe<l to iotfbvir th«? aid' 6C the'Sfronget 
Itesses.^!. The BognMfM ThUt^ea h( f^ki^huif im a 'iMMi tf hi«^ 
dMtlaiaur aBdamfats; ^ y^iwfm^huik rtUt» a^aMf <» t^ 
Incarnation, (two folios, vth and vith, of 837 iHigea)^ ^ro'^vidtd in:; 
xvi bookfr-*-th« first of history, the remainder of ^cmtifweny aIld40^ 
trine. The Jcsuit'4 Earning U copliaiu and ^oinracrC; ^r Istiifitf 
li pnre, hia method deicr^ Ms arg^um^nf p^dSomd und weS m* 
aected ; bttt be is the slayf of (he fdiBers, ^ aeo^rg^ bf B^retb, 
and the enemy of. truth and candour, as ofleo aat&^ are.&iimMxI4 
the catholic cause* 2.«The Armenbin La Cierct who has comptts! 
Hi a quarto volume, (Amsterdam 1716), t^ eccl^la^cal history d 
the two ilrst centuries, wtfi free both in hi^temperand situation; id 
sense )s cleari but hie thoughta ace narrow; be reduces ttM reason r 
iblJy of agts to the ^tandar^ of ^ ^ritate judgttieift* a«td ftis iajpr* 
^tbOlty i& JoiSfMinea <|9i^^n«4« audi aec^atim^ talnte^ hy hia opp» 
ition to \he fathers. $ee the beretica» (6o;(lnthiansy Ixax i Ebo- 
nites, cili { Carpocj^iians, ^xif, ; Vaieutinians, dxxi ; Basilidians, 
<JxkUi{ Mardooit^y ttlU lld.),.iliEkdar tieff. ple^ datds. 3. Tbe 
Uiatoirt Critique du ftfanicbeisKne (AtOBtardalki, 1^34, ,1739,^ in t«o 
yola. in 4^0, with a postliu^ious dissertation au^ lea ^azaran^, Uc* 
6annfe» ItAS) 6f M« de j^ausobre, is a tr^asiitie 6f Ancient pbi]os> 
pby and tbei^ogy* Tbe learned fai^orian spii|i frith JneovAfwi^ 
art the Fyatetnatic thread of opinionj^ and transforms faima^lf by tonts 
into the person of a saint, a sage» or an i^eretic. .Vet his refinemeiii 
is iotMtlmaaekGesftivc : b^s betrays an. tffbidbl^ partiality, io^vourof 
the weakfcir aide, &nd« while he guards apiifist caliuany^ ^e does set 
tUow sufficient scope for superstition and faoaticiam.. A copious ubie 
of e6nt6fits i^iU direct the readeif tojai^ fiaitt that be Vl^iea to exa« 
|B^t.. .^4 tctfs profound than IPetarittsi lek$ liidepsndcni than U 

OCB, 
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LAlaodadUexiqgaidfortliehoiiow.rf chap. 

jNmefyteF, has countnonced the fac&C the hope, ^^^^^ 
the wish, tiiat the Ebionites, or at least the Nazi- 1. a port 
renes, were 4>stuig«nd^ <»^7 hf thdr otetuate j^l^^^^^ 
persererance ki Ahe practiGe of the Alosaic rites, 
llieir dMMGhes'hftire'dMippeBreliU their i»M» ace 
dblitorafaed : tfa^r obscure &eedom iidgfat allov 
aiatitnde-^f £toth» and^tfae acrftness of Uiehr in- 
fant ct^red wdiild i^ vaodcHuljr lUNilded by 4fae 
zealor prndenceof three himdred jears. Y«t 
the moM 'diacitdrie ciiticiaiii must I'ofiise rthese 
seetai^ iaiy .knowledge of die pore and {unqier 
duriml9r.iof Chfiat.^ Edueated in the sclmd of 
Jewish ptppbocy atut prejudiee, rtbejhad never 
hegiu 'taught to devate their hopes above an hu- 
man and temporal Messiilh? Xf they .had cou- 
rage to hiiil t^tk king' when he app^red in a 
^^hetan ffatl>> their grosser apprehensions were 
incapable of ^<fisQeniiAg:thetr God^ misB had stu« . 
dioudf 4isguised Jhis oelestial charactot iinder 
Ibe tiaai^ -and person of a mortaL'' The familiar 

Clerc, Icsk ingetiious than Qa^^ttsobr^^ -tit* lilslorlAn M^iMfQ is falU 
ratiunal, cqrrect, knd moderate, lit his teairned wor^T* 39e Il«)|U8 
Ciiristlanis ante^^Constftntinuat ^Heimst^du'lTSS, i\i Mj^ i^h» ^<^ 
•WaiKt and 'fil^iQtUles, -p. , ITS-atO, i)iS.^ ; tK»anoitl& iii foofimU 
p. 17^, Ac. ; VcHnthvi, p. l(lf&>ipS$ BaaiHidesi |). 351^-301 ; CvpQ-' 
cfttWs/|j; 3^3-^*7 ^Valwfitlll1l4i> STl^SS^; Mheeidtij> 404-446 i( 
the »<attici«iai|»,i).iaS^H&»^ Aifc' 

ytVwiffBtUt says the JeWish Tryphoti, (Juairln. Dialog, p. SD7)(, in th¥ 
name «f his cduntrfniFea'; and l^emoAertt JH#», tbe i<ii# ivfta^viKr 
their thouf;:bts'^om .s^oivfef V>>V«H^o|i^;8tm hii9kl.thWf Ijlu^^laii^fMjif i 
^ndal^e]geth« ifterat sense of. th« prophetai ' - . 

• <Jh^^6^ <a&na^/ *rt!st. «es ?aifti' t«ttf.^i?/ Cfi &, ijfc'f88)'1ttitf 
Atfiauasf«r(ri»taf*. ©q^^t; *lwt>fo|i #n. v, K1V«^. «Vp-'S^:«rei>*'^ 
bUged to ednfew' thait the diviJilty of Christ i* ttrSty i^itlttovft If ^ 
bt^^f te his tastier. 



binl 1^. iioiifipdhiiNn^of J^siis of NaaBmnoth amrfiised irtt 
^^^^'' their fif^ftd arid coiiDtnniNai, wbo». in all tke « 
tions of rational and aanmal life, mpptwtd of tbe 
Mmesfiedesiritlitheinftd^res.. Huprogaresslm 
infancy to youth 4mfll maaliaQd, was marked bj 
'a regulafiriiicneBae ta stature waiimdffm; am! 
after a painful agony ef mmd> and b0$^« ht ex 
^ puied oil the crossi He Uy«d andrdied for tk 

service of mankind; bnt the fife anil* 'death of 
Socrates Imd likewiae been devotedito ^ ouise 
of religion and justice ; and althftaghftthe stoic 
' or the- hero may disdain the hnmUriWliies of 
JesHs, the teass which he shed oyen bi^lneiui 
and country^, may be esteesKd the pvrtst ai 
- dence of his humanity. Tbe oiMacIea i^ the gos- 
pel oould not astonldb a people who*. :h^i witb 
intrepid faiths the more s^ndid prQdi|^ of the 
: Mosaic law.. Tbe prophets of ancient dpj^s )d 
cared^ diseases^ raisad the ds^> divided: the sea 
* stopped tbe sun^ and ascended to heaven in : 
fiery chariot. And the metaphorical style of tk 
Hebrews might ascribe to a saint and martyr. 
[ the adoptive title of Son of Goo,^ 
and cjtT*. - Yjei in tbe insufficient creed of t6e Nmreoe^ 
^*°"- • and tbe Ebioniles, a distinctibrt is faintly noticei 
. between the heretics, who con£i)ttnded the gener 
ation of Christ in tbe common OFder ^f nature. 
• \sLr\S the less guilty schismatics, who revered tie 

virginity of his mother, and excluded the aid 
' j:0h earthly father. The incredulity of the fom^ 
. . was.countenapcedby the yisible circumstances of 
his birth, the legal marriage of hia reputed p^ 



OF t«B ^OatAJr BM PIEf t 4t$S: 

f^htM, Joseph dnd iMai7^ aad his lineal «lw» tt) c|!.A?i 
the kiflgdom <rf Da«iA sad theinheriteAe* oM»- ..^yj['; 
dah; Bot the secret ausid autiidntic hiartoi^r has 
bee» raoorded in several copiearoC the gospel i^- 
cordhi^^to'St MakthftWi'^ wMoh these se^tdiries 
long primmed in the: original Hetwfew/' as .the - ' 
soleeviidefiee of their fakhu ThemH^tfsJ swpi- 
dons of the fansbahc^ <^nsdious of his own^ chas- 
tity> W^i^ dispdledby the assuraince(in acbeam) 
that Ms wife was pregnant of the Holy Ghost : 
andaB4thi»di%tdtit and domestic prodigy could m>t 
fallUfAlerthe pers(»ial obseryation of the hijatorian^ 
he mttat hate listened U> the same voice which 
dictdCed to Isaiah the future conception of a vir- 
ghi. The soil of a virgiii, generated by the in- 
effable operation of tlie Holy Spirit, was a crea- 
ture without example or resemblance, superior 
in evety attribute of mind and body to the child- 
ren of Adam^ Since the introduction of the 

^ The tTtro first chapters of St. MattheW did not «xist in the Ehion- 
ite copies^ (Epipban. Haeres. xxx, 13) ; and the miraculous concep- 
tton is bne ef the last articles which Dr. Priestly has curtailed from 
his scanty crC6d. 

* tt is probable enough that the first of the gospt^s for the use o^ 
the Je-rtrish' converts, wa^ dompoded in the Hebrew orSyriac idiom; 
the fact W attested by a chain of fathers-^Papias, Irensus, Origen* 
Jerom, 9te, It 19 deroutly believed by the catholics, and admitted by 
Casauboii, Grotius, and Isaac Vosslus, among the protestant critics. 
Bat this Hel5re# gos^l of St. Matthenv is most unaccountably lost ; 
tmd ws may^ aocosc the diligence or fiddity of the pirimitivfe churches, 
who have preferred the unauthorized version ©f some nameless Greek. 
iPiasmiis and'his fbllbwers," %ho respect our Greek text as the ori- 
ginal fwpel, (leprlte bieanoliies of the eTid^iice which declares it to 
be the work of an apostte. $^ S!mon» Hist. Critique, Sec. torn, iii, 
c. 5-9, p. 47-ldf , and the Prolegomena of Mill and Wetttcin to tl» 
JJew TcTftament. ■ - • ' 
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oii/^ Ck^dg or Ctoldefth.pWIiiw^ Jewrs^ wm 

p»iiia4eil of the pre-eodstence, tjaawmgimtiflm 
ad titwrtality tif soiib; and yrwiAdMee wt» 
jdBtiBcil t)y a nppouhidm^ that Ibrgr vara cod* 
ftned in their aaritbly pmana to. «xpistte tie 
rtalii9 *wh]Gh thejr had amUheled in a fanser 
state.^ But the degrees of .puritf aad. com^ 
tkm am almost ioiBieamifidria^^ lb ^majr be 
fidHjr prmimed^ thtft ^e mo^ stdiitea and 
^ittww i^hamaa slfaiits^iw ialined tol^^ 
flpriagvf Marr and tli« Uotf ehtat;f««hat kit 
abaseiHent was the rasoh of h&>rahmtalf;«lMte; 
and that tbi& object ctf his atmiM iraa*to|itaifr, 

. 'Tliettetai^hrnn of tlieMiifafcdftoDf9i^««fC^!ay>,'(Tu^^ 

1. i), and BfiCxiraus of Tyre, (Dissertat xvi), from the intricacks ct 
dialogoe, fffbSch sometimes tsMMe, and oflcfa peffAex, tfc« rtaiias d 
the FAtf^TM, tbe PiMsdbi^ aaa tbr ;Uitf« of I'yiilfe^- 

s The disciplerof Jews were persuaded thai a man might bavs 
Rinned before he was horn, (John, is, 9),'a;nd the Pliariseei held the 
«f atisnilg»«tlr)]i of vsrtuous soiOs, iJitU^ 4e Rett, ^tfMi», ]: S, c 
7) ; and a modern Rabbi is modestly assured, that Hermes, Pytha- 
gorast Plato, &c, derived their metaphysics from hi^ SUuatrious^coQB* 
trymen. 

^ Four different ^Mniotis hav« beeq entertained caryeert^qg-jOn ori- 
gin of human souls. — f. That they are eternal and divioe^ 2. Thit 
^^ey were created, in a separate state of existence, before their union 
with the body. 3. That tbey h9yct been ^ep«^itti4 faaa ike og^aA 
stock of Adam^ who contained in himself the pentaX.a^ well m^ 
cor^wreal seed of bis posterity* 4. That eadi soul is' oceasioaaDi 
crea^d and embodied in the moment of <c«nceptiOtt. The list rf 
these scntimenta appears to have, prevailed among. ^h^ fkodoyis; and 
our spiritual history is grown less subUme, without becomk^f moie 
int^lHgible. . . -T'T'*' 

* 'Or4 H Ts Sa0*nf*i ^^u^nf i re A^|» «f»*-|r49,one of tfo«,€IUen he* 
.Ncs imputed to Origen, and denied by his^ppl<^8t» ^l^ua^^blj. 
othcc. Cod. cxvii, p. 996). Some of the "Wbbis attributes mie isi 
a« same fioui to tfae^iK^sapsaf Ad«ai,.|>q9^, and th* Mes^di. 
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return to Ms liattTef Bkies, he receirtd tlie im- ^fJ!^^^"\ 
meiise' reward xyf lil$^ obedknce ; the eveft^tm^ 
khigddiilidf tii^Me^siafi; wfaidi kitd' teen darkly 
foretoldlyrllie prophets^ i«idi#r the carnal Imagei^ 
of pettce, of cdnq^oest^^ dnd of dominion, Omnii 
^teHoe Gooid enlarge ^e human fi^cnlties of 
i^rist to the extenl'^ his celestial office. In 
the laiig«teg«( of antiquity, thie title of God had 
ladbtaeTf severely -confined to theikrst parent, and 
Us hiMttipdrshle miftfeter, his only begotten Son^ 
might ^teim/i^ittottt presumption, the religious, 
ihCMigli MGondary, worsh^ of a subject world. 

II. The seecfe of the faith, whicb had slowly n. a pure 
afis^'in the rocky and wngrateful soil of Judea, t^tet^ 
were lTa«is|)lanted, in full ^maturity, to the hap*- 
pier climes of the Gentiles; and the strangers of 
Home or Asia^ who never beheld the tnanhood, 
^ere the m^re 'readily disposed to embrace the 
divinity, of Christ. The polytheist and the phi- 
losopher, the Greek and the barbarian, were alike 
accRStomed to conceive a long succession, an in- 
finite chain of angels or demons, or deities, oir 
fiOEi5,i9r.cmaiiatking> issuing ;from the throne of 
light. Nor could it seem strange or incredible, 
that the first ofthese seons, the Logos, or wowl 
of God, of the same substance with the Father, 
should descend upon earth to deliver the humanr 
race from vice and error, and to conduct them 
in the paths qf life and immortality. But the 
prev^itii^ docirinedf the eteitiity and inherent 
praVtty of matter infected the primitive churches,, 
of the Kast. Many among the Gentile prose- 
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CHAP, \ylesi t*efu6€d to bdieve tket a cdestml c^rtt, as 
^^^J^';^ trnditided portioD of the first essence^, limi been 
personally united' with a mass of impfire and 
fX>Ataminated fle^ : and^ in their 2«al for liie di- 
vinity, th^y piously abjured the humamty of 
Christ. While his blood was still recent (m 
tnount Calvary,^ the Docetes, a Miraerous and 
learned sect of Asiatics, is^nted tlie phanta^ 
system,^ which wa« afterwards pitopagaied by Ae 
Mareionites^ the Maniehs&ans> and tlie varim 
names of the gnostic heresy.' They demed the 
truth and authenticity of the gesfiels, l» far as 
they relate the conception of Mary, the iHrtii 
of Christ* koA the thirty ytors that prtocded 
the exercise of his ministry. He first appea^d 
on the banks of the Jordan in the form of per- 
fect manhood ; but it was a form only, jbsdA not 
a substance ; an human figure created by the 
hand of Omnipotence to imitate the faculties 
and actions of a man, and to impose a perp^ 
tuarillusion on the senses of his friends ai^ ene- 
mics. Articulate sounds vibrated ori the ears of 
.the disciples; but the image which was impress- 
ed on their optic nerve, eluded the wore stab- 

^ Apostotis adhuc In seculo superstitibus, apud Judseam (^hrs?: 
sapguine recente, Ptt:ANTUMA domini eorpittteaerelMitut. fiieroBym 
ad vers. I«ucifer. c: 8. The epistle pi Jgpa|iuf.^o,thj^ J^iqjimp^vs. va 
even the gospel according to St. Jolin, are levelled aguinsl the ^»* 
!ng error Of the Doeetes* who had obtained too thu«h cVeffil ia the 
worKU (1 John* iv, 1-^V -j ' W 

' About the year 200 of the Christian era* Irenma, aa^ Hij^lT' 
tU8 refuted the thirty- tiro sects, rut ^tu^t^vfUf yiM^mt^ "whicEW 
mtiUiplled to fourscore hilhe time of Bpij^umiiiSr i^ito^ KMioti 
Cod. c J.X , c JLxi , oxiii). The ^ y^ >ooks< of Irisnef^s^ exist a^Iy ip ^< 
' barous Latin ; but thd original might jperhaj^s bs found^in some c^ 
nait<!rjr of Giretfce. - . - . ^ 
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lorn 0videpee of tii^ touch; and th^y.cufiojr^ tUi CiMk^. 
spifitiiiU, not the corporeal, pre«mm of tjbe.JSeP JS^i^^ 
c^ Gc^. The rs^ of thff Jews tWos uUy wa^tod 
i^«ipatan unpassiTe phantom; wd. the iiQrstic 
scwes <^ the passion wa4 deatb» th^4resur9e«tiQB 
andasoensiovu QC.Chri$t» were represwiitedpA;1^ 
.theattreof Jerusa^m for the bei^Kfi^ mmtm^ 
If it were urgjed^ thai; sik^ icbea) miiaievyr «uek 
mGe«»|Qti.decept^QP» was uawojrtby c^ the:God 
cfti^th^ th^poc^s, agreed with too many .of 
th^ 0rth9dox bM|;hren in the ju8tificatk>& of 
pi«Ms ^Is^eliaod* tla the system of the Gnostics^ 
thf} J#ho7ah, of Israel^ the creator of this lower 
world, was a rebellious, or at least aa igncHrant) 
sprit / The So^ of God descended upon earth 
to ahoUsh his/ t^saple and his law ; and, for the 
a^^coipplisI^mQnt of this salutary end, he dexter- 
ously transferred to his own person the hope 
^b4 J^edAction of Hi temporal Messiah. 
: One of the most subtle dispatants of the Ma* ^^^ l^^^" 
;pich«.an school, has pressed the danger and in- body. 
Aefi^cy of supposing, that the God of the Christ^ 
iaas,: in the state of an hujnan fbetos^^enaierged 
jsAXhef/^ of ni,ne months from a fem^e womb. 
T^e pious horror of his antf^onists provoked 
^i^e^i to disclaipi .aU sensual cijpcuniistances of 
conception and deliv^y-; to maintain, that the 
divinity passed . through Mary like ji sun-beam 
through a plate of glass,, and to assert, that the 
s<^I of her virgifiity remained unbroken even at 
the moqaenit ;i^Uen she, became tb^ mothej? o<' 
Chiist. But the tas}^ne9ST of 4;bese reoncessions 
h^' encouraged .a i^ijd^ sentiptent, <»f tbs^e of 



the Dowlwi idiD 4aii|^ wt thafc Christ was a 
idMfDlOBi, iMitltet be was dotlied wi|)i a^ in- 
ptwiMc wd ipcorroptftfe bady^ 2S«^» wdeed, 
m 4he iMre ^xthodox system he h» ^te^mrei 
«Mejhif'««ftiifve0tiM> e»4 mob hewMt iAvm 
heve iMMSC8fled» 'if it weie capable 49f pen^adng, 
mUkout fesbkSBce « ityury^ 4ihe deasitjr ef in- 
<0 i uic dia*e matter. Deroid of k^ 4iDest easea- 
«ud 'properties, k rai^t be eftempt'feciHi «be at* 
trifaflites anil tiafirmities of. the flesh. A Iotas 
that eoiild increase from an ia^risS^le fieivt teits 
liiU matority ; a-cbitd that oauld attaiB <}ie^' 
ture of perfect mafthood, • wieheut derivjff^ aii^ 
nottidshment fnmi the ordiaapy somrees^ tni^ 
%;etftiiiiie to ^exist^wilhout repaii<iog a daily waste 
by a daily supply (of external matter. Jesus m^U 
{Share the repasts «if Us disciples wttboot beiiig 
subject to the calls of thirst or 'hunger ; and bis 
virgin purity was never sullied by theiavtihiBtBrj 
stains of sensual concupiscence. Ot a bo<ly Urn 
singularly constituted, a question would arise^b; 
what means, end of what ^naterials, it wasivi- 
ginally framed ; and our sounder theology is start- 
led by an answer which was oet peciriiar to the 
Gnostics, that both the form and the st^taoce- 
proceeded fnmi the divine essence. The idea of. 
-pure and absolute spirit is.a4>efkiementt>finodm 
pbiloaopby ; the incorporeal essence, ii^inflbed by 
the ancients t^Jniman'Souls^ ceiestidlibfei&gs, and 
even the Deity himsi^lf, dbesoidt ^dlufl* fKeiio^ 
tioAof eKiended ^aeevaadrthek^hoiagii^jliioii w 
<sM(8fiedw$tk«MiA3^«teneK«reof afinor fire, orether, 
i'ncomporaflbiyttwepeffefeittah ifie.gr of 
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describe thefi^r^, of tte Deky. ©iir^x^fi6tt0B^ J^ 
perhaps oul* vanity, ft pi^eseMs V»pQW4inf:^ re»f » 
2»on ^Dd Virttie under aa Iui|«dfiil^^.« The Ar^ 

of Egypt Md the cfith^ks^ 06 AiVica, cqu)4 priv* 
^oce the expires^ ii^WMioh df flcriptnMy fthM 
man was niiad^ after the image of hb cafeator."^ 
The Tenerri^Ie Serafrian^ one of t^e miiiai» of th» 
Nitrian desert^ r^inqnisiied, mth many a tear; 
hH dhrlhig prejudice ; and l>ewaited» Kke air in** 
fadt, bis tmlueky ^cotiTersimi» which had i^tolen 
away Ms God, and left his mmd witbout any' 
TiKHile object of fmth or devotion.* 

IfL Such wei^ the fleeting shadows Of the Do- 1"- ^^' 
cetes* A more substantia), thofugh less sioiple^^ hy** bnceri^^ 
fiAh0%% was contrited by Ceriatbus ofAsia^^^"^ 

'^.TMfilCPlai C«BNtft. 'wii* vitited Sgypt iift Ae btftiniiv of diA 
y^ ^tiV'jf « observes luid l^iaents the reign of antbropomorpbism 
stmqiig th'e fiioiiks, who ^ifere not conscions tiidt thej- embraced th« 
sfs^m of Bpicurus, (Cicero, de Nat. DeoruiB, i, 18,34). Ab univcrao 
Vt mm t imn gwfrtumiHwbopriwH ya jer tQt»m prowaciam ^gy|».^ 
tuni |ll0n^nliir«.iin»iiinpUcitaiiafrrore suaceptumeaty ut'ecaoUrada 
merooratttm pontiftcemi^TiefljyAtlKJi^ ?elut hieresi gravissimd deprav«i«. 
^oattpu9 BBwdia •ertowiaaah <tnifg|ao feattnltatii f orpogt decyrneirti 
delM«ii4o«i» (Caftan, C«llatiMU x, S>. As.l<M9f a> SU A^gyatln »•* 
QUiDod a Maoicbean«.be waa syandaiized by the antbropomorpbisaft 
of the vulgar calhoiics. 

*^ lip» att ia aratioof ticptx mmt« tonfuatia* co quad iUam «i/,0v» 
Ti/(«|^ imagiDeoi Peitatle, qtiam proponere sibi in oraiioiM conaua* 
verat aboleri de sua eorde featiret, ut in amariasionot l|etua» erebros* 
<ina4toxaltua sepcnla proatimptiiay in toram pnwtimtua* eum ^julat^ 
vaUd|si|«lo pn^luxaof^r^** Heu ae miierttui !*' tukrunifc a ma I^eoqi, 
ineum, et quern nunc teneam non babeo, ve) qnem adorein» av( 
interpeHesp jam ti^aciot €aft<ian, CMlat. x, 2. 

V^t 4obn and Cerin^ua <A* ^ SO* CM^ H^W EJedea. p« 4«S^ 
accUentiilljr met in <ihe pwlilie bath of Ephesus; btft the apo9tle fle4 
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cftAf! vf\i& ikred'^io bppose the last ct^%\»'ispektlts.^ 

'^^V^'Pk^^ oh tfce confines of tlie Jtfwfefi^ aitti (Seti- 

4 tile^eflif^ Mr Mhund to ireconcite thfe Qiostfc 

Witti the EMonite, by cotifeteing in tW^' saine 

* Mesrifth the ^perhaturfo! tMicm of ^' ^tifi!^ 'a»d a 

GM : fttod thfe 'my«sti6 ddrtrihe^ waft '^tdbiytetl 

with fltafiy faficyui * improveitretfte- *rf Cjkrpoia^ 

*, * tes, Bf^lides^ and Valentin^*' the lierigtfcsf of 

the Egyptian »aooL' fii t*ielr *Jrcfs,-*J*S5«s of 

Nazareth was k mere moital, the regittnmci'iibn 

ofJoseph and Mary; but heF'was tite*best'atiti[ wfe- 

^ est of the humah'tacev selected' a*^ l&fe'iii^dlftlijpm- 

tUMmeiit to restore upon eaH:fa tlic^ tkr^rfdbip of 

the true and supreme Drfty/ 'Wlkett^^bef^iras 

baptized in the Jordan/ tfanl^ CiiaiST, the fir^ nf 

the aeons, the Son of God Moiself; descefiHed on 

Jes^s in the Ibrm of a dove, to tith^ft hk 

nHnd, and direct his actions during tbe'd.lk)tted 

Jieriod of his initiistry. When the'Mesai^'NHs 

4elivergd into the hands <?f the Jews, i^heChVist, 

IhMB tbe1ieretic» Ust Hhe 'tiiOUAng thbiild "t^ud^frbAMMtt aeOiySkis 
fbdish story, reprobate by Dr. Middleton,; ,0|WwcfilTi|^y<in^ .yorM> 
Vol.* ii), is related however by Trenaeus, (fii, $), on the evidence of 
l^olycarp, land was {yrohkbly snHefd to the time and reH^k^iHfi^lUbM^ 
thus. Th^obsolete, yet probably the %rae»' waMngffil ^•i|%'i«,^3«^ 
j^irti «••? Iifrv»-*4lludes to the doubly nature of that 'primitive *li^ 

'''[■ r ^Fhe Valentiniatt^ embrat*ad ^ cWHplet» teld il^aoafc i^tiMSntcm, ' 

ayiteni.— 1. Both Christ and Jesu« wer^ vons, .tl)^^ .^.-^ilifer^ 
degrees ; the ene acting as the rational soul, the other as the divine 
t^Mtt of the saviour. 2. At the time of the passion » they bbth.ceticpd^ 
and leh o^ly a sensitive s6al and an human body. S, feren'tfka^jbodj 
was etherlal, nhA piihsLps apparent— Sifch are the^latyotipu^ Mf^e- 
Bions of Mosheini). But t ihutb ddubt whether the Xafin inmiigtor ' 
undersdod IrenauSj'ind wViCthei* irenauS and tlie'Vs^entifl&i^'uB' ;' 
4erstood tb'ems^lvei. " • ' , ' ^ ' -^ rl^-'-^ ''-' ■ 
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an imtoorUl'aiid tiii^9s$Ate beiog, fbiwok hif ckak 
!?artli!7 taberj^e, flew b&ck tfn the plerorm 4wr J^I!!u 
world pf ii^iritSi iml laflt the solitary Jesus to suf* . 
fer, tq CQi|[ip}^in« ai^ to .expire. But thejustioe 
and g^cif^a^^Qf such a4esertion are stroi^ly 
qf estifiDabk ; ami the fiate of an iimocent mar*- 
tyr^ at fii3t imp^Ued, and at length abaodoned, 
bjr bis. divine compa^iQii, might provojce the 
pitjr af^ indigimtion* of the profane. Their 
nivniiijf;^ were, v/u-iously silenced by the sec^ 
tariei ,w]m:i eapqus^ and mod^ed the double 
syste^i of CenQthug. It was allc^ed^ that when 
Jasn^ if^as nailed to the cross^ he was endowed 
with, 4 miraculous, apathy of mind and bqdy, 
wbic|^ ^f;ei)4?i'cd him insensyUUle of his apparent 
suSerii;^. It was a^jpi^eds that these moment-^ 
aijfp^tlv^i^.re^^ paAg^> would be abundantly re- 
paid by tha temporal reign of a thousand yeiars, 
xt^isrwpAfQr the M^^iah in hjs kingdom of. the 
pew ^€^)nsalem. It was insinuated^ that if he suf-<^ 
fered, he deserved to suffer ; that human nature 
is aev^ absoiately perfect ; and that the cross 
and passion might serve to expiate the venial 
tra^sg^es^ions pC the, son of Joeieph^ before hia 
mysterious union with the son of God."^ 

IV. All th6se who believe the immateriality of iv. XHvim 
the soul, a specious ai^d noble tenet, must con- ofl^S^ 
fess, from their present experience, thfe incom- """• 

^ T^ ]^r^i^ loused the passionate exclamation of ** My God,. 
** my ^6Af wbj bast Hhoufomaktu me !" ' Roaseau, who haa drawn 
tn eloquent but indecent . parallel between Christ and Socrates, for* 
lets that not a wocd of impatience or desipair eacaped from tlie mouth 
of the dying philosopher. In the Messiah* such sentiments could be . 
only apptrent ; and such ilUsounding words are properly explained aa 
^ a|^Ucdtion of a psalm aiid prophecy. 
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euAK {Mrehanibfe mliott 0t ound and matttr. A ^n) 

JltTJi* *«• «nwn is not MCOMfetent with a mucil bigb«i 
GOT eTen with the highest degfee, of mental focvl- 
ties ; and the incanuition erf* an sM»n or arehangH 
the most perfect of created sphitsi, ^nes n^ ib- 
ydvc any pesitire coDtradicUon or 9 bsm $ ^ /tj^ b 
the ageof religiaos freedom^ which was detenah- 
ed hj the council of Nice, die dignity af Gkrat 
was measured by private judgment, acpKihiigto 
the indefinite rede of scriptiire> or reason, of tn- 
dition. But when his^ pnre said proper ditinilj 
had been established on the rmn» of ArimasiA, 
the faith of the catholics tremUed ^m the tdgt 
of i| precipice, where it was imposattile to recede, 
dangerous to stand, dreadful to fhll ; and tbe 
inantf<dd inconveniences of their creed were ag- 
gravated by the sublime character of their tht^ 
logy. Tbey hesitated to proQonace,<>b<if€SodluiB- 
self, the second person of an equal and consttb- 
stantial trinity, was manifested in theflesh;'' thah 
bring who pervades the universe, bad been con- 
fined in the womb of Muy ; that his eternal dur- 
ation had been marked by theday^, and months, 
and years, of human exis^enee; /Aa/the Ala^tr 

' This strong «ipp««8l9n mighl Vt juc^eif Iqr Om Uuiguage ci S\ 
Paul, (1 Tim. iii* 16) ; but we arf deceived by oui* UKxIeqi bibks^ 
Tht word I fiohichj was altered to ^i«r fGodj at Constantinople ia the 
lieginnltig of the vith centurj : th« true rea^n^, which i» ▼tsiMe ii 
the Latin and Syriac versions, still exists in the reaaoiung of the Gmki 
as well as of the Latii^ Others i and this finttd, with.thaft ivf ^ (l« 
vhneafCM rf $t, JoAw, is admirably d«tecte4 by Sir faa^ K««tim,(« 
his two letters translated by M* df |li9«y* <Q ibe Jmunai aHtaimifie. 
%6m. XT, p. liSlldO, 351..390V I h«ve weighed »w>iiTyimmtTt aad 
inay yield to the authority, of the first of philotoffhers, vfa^ir»4eep> 
ly skilled in critical and ^^cfical studies. . . , 
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h«d bbeo srour^ a&d <Tilcift^ ; ikaffA^ itnpass- chap. 
abte.eBS«t»0 hod' fell ^fthi an* angtti* • f^df his ^$^JiL 
oiwii^^emje wii3lH>teKempt<fom Ignor&nce; and 
/^ tbe solHHie<if life andimmdrtality expired oh 
motot Onftrar)'. ^Tfa^e alarming consequences 
were liAnm4 Wi^Unfelwhing simpHcUy by Apol- 
liii<^*Mri)9p of Laodieea, afi9 i>n^. of the lu- 
mmari«ii of tlid ciiHreh. • The sou of a learned 
^mmMfitm^ lie was aklRed m blithe sciences of 
Om^^'Y ' iJloqweiice, ^riiditioti, and philosophy, 
iibwspkwm^ in the* voXimes' of ApoUitmris, were 
kiMl^Mdiroli^ to the servftt The 

wmbyfi^tte^d^'Athanfisius, the worthy anta- 
goniift irf '.Miaift he bravely wr^tled with the 
AtimV'9ni Poiytheists, 0nd, tbaqgb he affected 
the rigour of gedmetricid demonstration, his 
eoimtiiealAries rerealed the literal ^nd allegorical 
seiiie'*<# tVi sjbr^tures. A mystery which had 
kNi^vfiollt^d in thelooseness of popular belief, 
Wft^d^ned by hi^ perrerse diligence in a tech- 
fiieiil'lbrm r and* he first proclaimed the niemor- 
^bfctWJrds,— " One incarnate nature of Christ," 
whctlii|tfe filfll fe^sdioed with hostile clamours 
ia^l^i^htifchefl of A?^ie, Egypt, and Ethiopia* 
He taught that the Godhead was united or 
liiteJiedMtfa tb^ body of a. man ; and that the 
^(tfKib^.i^«roALwisdoin,«iippUed in theflesh the 

i-'^i^ Apollilitfi&ttfidhis sect, tuse Socrates, I. ii, c. 4^; I. Hi, c. 
MV S»fcd!h«i,'L V, o. 1« i h «, c. 25; «7 ? Tlieckloret, L f , 3, 10, 
M; t i mri tom^ ^asjtm^ni Bccf^iustiqi^s, Ix^. vii, p. 60S-638 ; 
•tot ^19lf'^99^ tn 4b, V«»is«, 1732. The contejnpor-ary saint j 
always ttiemgMi tfj\e'bishbti of Laodic«a as a friend and 1)rotber ' The 
^^ 9i^lUfmot^ im^iA AfttoHaiit U fakHb 4nd hdsUte ; jH ftiHot- 
tortus compttMs bim <L vtK, e. H-U} to )Pas^ and Gt^arj* 
VOL* VIII. T 
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cfTAp. place And <»fice of on humaor sbnt. Yet Pis tli 
-f^hTiiL profound doctor bad been terrified at his ow 
rashness, Apollinaris teas heard t<> mutter son 
faint accents of ex<:use and expIanatioB^ He ac 
quiesced in the old dktindtioa of the Greek phi 
tosOphers, between the rational and aciisitivesoii 
of man ; that he might reserve the Log^ for is 
tellecttial functions, and emploj the siibordiDatt 
human principle in the meaner Bdkmi of animal 
life. With the moderate Dooetes, he revered 
Mary as the spiritual, rather than as^tfie carnal. 
mother of Christ, whose body either came from 
heaven, impassible and incorruptible,* - or ^a^ 
absorbed, and as it were transformed, lata the 
essence of the Deity. The system of A^wHinari': 
was strenuously encountered by the Asiatic and 
Syrian divines, whose schools are iio&oiired by 
the names of Basil, Gregory, and ChrysosloiO' 
and tainted by those of Diodorus^ Tkeodore, 
and Nestorius. But the person of the aged 
bishop of Laodicea, his character and 'digoitr, 
remained inviolate, and hb rivab, since we mj 
not suspect them of the weakness' of tekf^^^ 
were astonished, perhaps, by the oovejty ofthe 
argument, and diffident of the £iml sentence of 
the teiholic church. Her judgnefit at lengtk 
inclined in their favour; the heresy of Apollina* 
ris was condemned, and the separate congrega- 
tions of his disciples were. proscribed by thqi*i 
p^ia! laws- But his principles w«re secretjf 
entertained in the monasteries of Egypt» ^dbi 
raemies felttiie hi^red of Theopiiylus auiCj^ 
the suecessive patriarchs of Akxandria* 
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V.' The grovelling Ebionite, tod tft€pblLntflstk chap. 
Docetes, were rejected and ficnrgatten J the recent .J^!^^ 



zeal against the errors of ApoUinatis, reduced the v. onho- 
cath61ics to a seembg agreement with the doi^ble lJ|*nt an'd 
natui^ of Cerinthus. But instead of a temporary ^«»'^»^ <"»• 
and occasional alliahce, thejf established^ and fue 
still embrace^ the substantial^ indissoluble, and 
everlasting union of a perfect God with a perfect 
man> of the second person of the trinity with a 
reasonable soul and human flesh. Ih the begin^ ^ 
ningof'taie fifth century, the unify of the two 
natures was the prevailing cjoctrine of the chtirch. 
On all sides, it 'was cotifeesed, that the inode of 
their do-existence could neither be represented 
by our ideas^ nor- expressed by our language. 
Yet a secret and incurable discord was cherished, 
between those who were most apprehensive of 
confeUiading, and those who were mdst fearful 
of separating, the divinity* and the humanity, of 
Christ* Impelled by religious frenzy, they fled 
with adverse haste frotn the error which they 
Jnutually deemed most destructive of truth and 
salvution. On either hand they were anxious 
to guard, they were jealous to defend, the union 
and the distinction of the two natures, and to 
invent such forms of speech, such symbols of doc* 
trine, as were least susceptible of doubt or am- 
biguity. The poverty of ideas and language 
tempted them to ransack art and nature for every 
possible comparison, and each comparison misled . 
their fancy in the explanation of an incomparable 
mystery. In the polemic microscope, an at^m is 
enlarged to a moi>ster>. anii^ach yflxtj wa^ «)(ilful 

T 2 
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CHAP, ta exagiferate the absurd » impious coodosioDs 
^^x T" 'n *^***^ mijfht be extorted from the principks of 
* their adversaries. To esciq>e from each other, 
thej tvaiidered through many a dafk mid devious 
thicket, till they were astonished by the horrid 
phantoms of Cerinthus and ApMIinaris, wko 
guarded the opposite issues of the theological 
laljyrinth. As soon as they beheld the twiligfct 
of sense and heresy, they started, measured bad 
their steps, and were again involved in the gloom 
of impenetrable orthodoxy- To pui^fe thef 
selves from the guilt or reproach of damnable er- 
ror, they disavowed their consequences, exp/a/fl- 
ed their principles, excused their mdiscFedons, 
and unanimously pronounced the sonnds rf con- 
cord and faith: Yet a latent and almost inn 
sible spark still lurked among the embers of con 
troversy : by the breath of prejudice and passion, 
it was quickly kindled to a mighty flame, and 
the verbal disputes* of the oriental sects bare 
shaken the pillars of the church and state, 
t^^^' '^**^ ^^^^ of Cyril of Alexandrians ftmousin 
• AWxan- controversial story, and the title of saint b a mart 
iL D. 4t«, that his opinions and his party hav,Q finally pre- 
a!d?444, vailed. In the house of his uncle, the archbfeiop 
june'27. ' Theophilus, he imbibed the orthodox lessons of 

* 1 appeal to the confession of two oriental prelates, Gregory Al*- 
tdiartfgkis the Jaeobite primate of the East, and Efias tbe Nestfl*' 
i»etro|K4Han of Djunascoa* (see Asseman* BtMiotlieei Onm^^ 
il, p. 291 ; torn, iii, p.. 514, &c.). that the Mejchites, JacoW* 
Nestorians, &c. agree in the doctrinct an^ differ onlj intheexprcK* 
Our teoet leartied aad rational divinQs«-N4limiage, Im Otte^ Bmhn^* 
La CroKe, Ado&Mni, JaUonski-^^e inctined to favour (iurcto<^^ 
judgment ; but the zeal of Petavlus is load and angry, and the fB» 
' 4erat|i& ef Bupln is ^onve^fd ki « vAnspt^ 
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^eal aiiddoiiiimoii^ aad fiv« years of bis youth chap* 
were profitably spent i» tke adjjacent monasteries ^^Z!^*^ 
of Nitria. Under the tuition of the abbot Se-» 
rapion, he Applied himse}f to ecclesiastical studies, 
with such indefatigable ardour, that in the course 
f)(one slaeplesjs Digkt, he has perused the four 
gospels, the catholic e^i^tles^ and the tepistle to 
the Romatts. Origen he detested : but the writ** 
iogs' oC Clemens and Dionysius, of Athanasius 
and BasiU were continually in his handis : by the 
theory ^uid practice of dispute, his faith was 
confirmad and his wit was sharpened; he ex« 
tended round his cell the cobwebs of scholastic^ 
theology, and meditated the works of all^ory 
and metafdiysics^ whose remains, in seven ver- 
bose folios, now peacealdy slumber b}* the side 
of their rivals.'' Cyril prayed aad fasted in the 
desert, but his thoughts (it is the rej^oach of a 
friend^) were still jfixed on the world; and the call 
of Theepbilus, who summoned biui to the tumult 
of cities and synods, was too readily obeyed by 
tiie airing hermit. .With the approbatim of 
his uncle, he assumed the office, and acquired the 
fame, of a popular preacher. His comely person 
adorned the pulpit, the harmony of his voice re- 
sounded in the cathedral, his friends were sta- 

" La Crose (Hist da Christianisme des Ind«s, tom. i, p. 24) avows 
his contempt for the geniua and writings of Cyril. De tons les ouvrages 
des anciens, il y «n a peu qu*oa llse avec moins d*ntilit€: and Dupin, 
(BiMioth^« Ecdesiastlque, torn, iv, p. 4!3-53), in words of respect, 
teaches qs to despise tham. 

* Of Isidore of Pelusium, (L i, epist. 25, p. 8). As the letter is not 
of<hemo«t creditable sort,^Ietnont, less sincere tham the Bollandistt, 
atrects a doubt whether tkit Cyril iA the nephew olTbeophilus, (Mem. 
Ectles. t«iiw xlv, p. 268). 

i T 3/ 
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CHAP* tioncd to lead or second' the applaiise'of'thecofl- 
.1^^^ gregation/ and the hasty hotes of the scribes 
preserved his discourses, which in their effect. 
though not in their coinpositioB, might be com- 
pared with ihoso of the Athenian orators. Tie 
dea^ of Theophilus expanded and realized tk 
hopes of his nephew. The clergy of Afcxandm 
•^ was divided ; the soldiers awd their general sup- 
ported the claims of the archdeacon; but axe- 
sistiess multitude, with voices and with haod^, 
asserted the cause of their favourite ; and, after 
a period of thirty-nine years, Cyril was seated 
on the throne of Athanasius/ 
Hw tyrwi. rphc prlzc was not unworthy of his ambition. 
A. a 413, At a distance ft*om the court, and at the headot 
Itc/ ' an immense capital, the patriarch, as lie wasnov 
styled, of Alexandria had gradually usurped the 
state and authority of ^ civil magistrate. Ike 
public and private charities of the city were 
managed by his discretion ; his voice inflamed or 
appeased the passions of the multitude; his com- 
mands were blindly obeyed by his numefous and 
fanatic parabolani,'^ familiarized in theip dailj 

7 A gFammarian is named by Socratps (I. vU« 13) ^j^tru^ h imf*^ 
m tvicrx€^fi Kf/giXXv xuhft^tt km irtfi r« n^tiys <i* veug ^tix^MXita "^ 
tyu^U9 tit fvavitucTorti, 

• See the yputli and promptiop of Cyril, in Socrttes 0. viii. e. 'i 
f^nd Renaudot, (Hist. Patriarch. Alexan^rip. p. 106, 108). TheAbb^ 
Renaudot dreiifr his materials from the Arabic history of Seyems, bishop 
of Hermopolis Ma^na, or Ashmunein, in the xth century, who caa 
never be trusted, unless our assent is extorted by the internal er- 
dence of facts. 

* The Parabolani of Alexandria were a charitable corporation, in- 
stituted during the pla^^ue of Gallipnus, to visit the sick and to bury 
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office Mitb swiie»,^f dp^tfc; aod.tl^e; presets of c^ap. 
Egypt were .«wed> w pirw^Md by thQ t;^ij:fppr^ 
power o£ these Christian pofitiffs,; Ard^fl^t.in t^ 
prosecvtion of heresy,. C^iril ap^p^ciousjly. ppeo^^ 
\m telgikhy opfvmms *h^ N^v^tipus^, ,tbe ^k<f^t 
ianoce&l and harass of the secta^i^&n T V^ iur 
terdWtion of their^ relig^iis woFiSbip appeared ii^ 
his eyes ajustiaiid xamtoriou^ act ; aAd he con- 
fisqated their, holy v^ss^ without apprehend^ 
ing tUe guilt of . saciilege. The tolera^tioD, aad 
even thettprivileges, of the Jews,, who had multi- 
plied to the number of forty thousand, were 
secured by the laws of the Caesars and Ptole- 
mies, add a. long jMiesqnption of seven hundred 
years^faui^ the foundation of Alexandria* With-* 
Dut/a«^: I^al ^enteipce^ widiout any royal n^n? 
dates th^ patriarch, at the. daw^ of. day, led^a 
seditious multitude to the attack of the synar 
gogiies* Unwmed and unprepared, the Jewd 
were, imSupable of resistdnce ; their hojuses of 
prayer were levelled with the ground, and the 
episcopal warrior, after rewarding his troops with 
the plun4er of their goods, expelled from the city 
the remnant of the unbelieving nation. Perhaps 
he might plead the insolence of their jM'osperity, 
and their deadly hatred of the Christians, whose 
blood they bad recently shed in a malicious or 

the dead. They graduaJly enlarged; abused, and sold, the privileges 
of their order. Their outrageous conduct under the reign of Cyril 
provoked the emperor to deprive the patriarch of their nomination, 
and restrained their number to five or six hundred. But these re- 
straints were transient and ineffectual. See the Theodosian Code, ' 
l- ivi, tit. ii, and Tillemont, Mem. Eccl*»s. torti. xiv, p. 276-g?f«. 
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CHAP, accktetttal tmnult. Sttch cmies wottkl have de 
.^JL'^!!l» served the auimoilveraion of the mmg^sbt^te ; but 
in thb promkcuotts oatfnge, the iniiDcettt were 
Goufouuded with the guilty, aad Alexaiukia was 
fanpoTerbbed by the loss of a wealthy md indus- 
trious cx)loDy. The steal of Cyril exposed him to 
the penalties of the Julian \0f^ ; but in a feebk 
goTernmeoti and a saperstitloiu^ age, te was se- 
cure crf^impunHy^ and eiren of praise. Orestes coffi- 
plained ; hut his just couiplaiats were too quicklj 
forgotten by the ministers of Theodostus, and too 
deeply remembered by a priest who affeeted to 
pardon^ and continued to hate, the prefect of £• 
gypt. As he passed through the streets^ his cha- 
riot was assaulted by a band ai five hundred of 
the Nitrian monks ; his guards fled from tbe wild 
beasts of the desert; bis protestations t^at he was 
aChrisUan and a catholic, were ans#erod-foy avd« 
ley of stones, and tbe face of Orestes waa o^vcr- 
ed with blood. The loyal citizens of Ale^aodris 
hastened to hi$ rescue; he instantly satisfied his 
justice and revenge against the mi^tik' hy whose 
hand he had been wounded, and AmnMukis ex- 
pired under the rod of the lictor. At the e^maml 
of Cyril, his body was raised from the grooiwi, 
and transported, in solemn processaoo, to tbe 
cathedral ; the name of Ammontus was chang^ 
to that of Thaumasius the wonderful ; his tomb 
was decorated with the trophies of martyrdooi. 
and th6 patriarch ascended the pulpit to cele- 
brate the magnanimity of an asisasi^in aud a rebel. 
Such honours might incite the faithful to combat 
and die under the banners of the saint ; and he 
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soon prompted, or accepted, the sacri6ce of a crap. 
virgin, wiio professed the refigion of the Greeks, 
and cultivated the friendship of Orestes. Hy* 
patia, tiie daughter of Theon the mathematician,^ 
was tmitiaited in her father's studies: her learned 
comments have elucidated the geometry of A* 
poHonius and Dio^antus, and she publicly - 
tau^t, both at Athene and Alexandria, the [^i- 
losophy of Plato and Aristotle. In the bloom of 
beauty, amd in the maturity of wisdom, the mo- 
dest maid refused h» lovers and instructed her 
disciples; the persons moit illustrious fbr their 
rank or merit Were impatient to visit the female 
philosopher; and Cyril beheld, with a jealous 
eye, the gorgeous train of horses and slaves who 
crowded the door i^ her academy. A nmiouf 
waa spread anumg the Christians, that th# 
daughter of Theon was the only obstacle to the 
reconcffii^on of the prefect and the archbishop; 
and that obstacle was speedily removed. On a 
fatal day, in the holy season of Lent, Hypatta 
was torn from her chariot, stripped naked, drag* 
ged to the church, and inhumanly butchered by 
the hands of Peter the reader, and a troop of 
savage and merciless fanatics: her flesh was 
scraped from her bones with sharp oyster shells,* 

^ For Theoo, andl his daughter Hypatia, see Fabricius, Biblmtbec. 
torn, viii, p, 210, 211. Her article in the Lexicon of Suidaa ia curi- . 
ous and origitial. Hesychius (Meuraii Opera, torn, vii, p. 285, t9ii\ 
observes, that she was prosecuted Itm rnv v9'i^fim?J.¥aw» wt^m* i and dn 
epigram ia the Greek Anthology (L i* c 7G, p. Id9> «^. Bf«od«)c«* 
lebrates her knowledge and eloquence. She is honourably mentioned 
(Epist. 10, 15, 16, 3a-80, 124, 135, 153) by her friend and disciple 
the philoa^hic biduip Syneshis. 

* Or^MM/f •yiiXn, not fuXn^ |uMW4wwi>Tif, ,&c« 0;ytter<ah4Us w«re 
plentifully strewed on the sea-beach before the Cxsareum. I may 

therefore 
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CHAP, and lier qUiv«riiig Iknbs we^ede^vereA to the 
flames* The just ptiogredd of ifi(|iitrj bo^ punisb^ 
ment was sto[^ped by seasonable gilts ; b^t tk 
murder of Hypada has ifniprinied aa iiiddible 
stain oti the diameter and usUgixm of Cyril of 
Alexandria. "^ 1- 

Ncstoriiu. Superstition, perhaps^'^iMuM itidre gently ex- 
^crniV piate the blood of a Tirgiti/ than tfad tfanisditiieiit of 
suvntino. j^ ^jj^j. . gyj J Cyril had accompanied %is' unck to 
A. p. 428. the iniquitous synod of Hieoak. When the me- 
mory of Cbrysostom was:re6tored and el>ii9eorat- 
ed» the nepb^w of Theophihls^ at th^ head of a 
dying faction, still mamtained the jaauice of bis 
sentence; nor was it till after a ti3Ai«ltl9dehy 
and an obstinate resistance, that 'he yielded to 
the consent of the cathirfic worid.^ Jr&s ehvikf 
to the Byzantine pontiffs^ was a sense df inter- 
est, not a sally of passion : he envied' Sbeir for* 
tunate station in tlie sun^ine of 'the Imperial 

therefore prefer the Hteral sense, wfthont njpjectbif |be at^tepkorksi 
version of teguUt tiles, ivhich is used by M. de Valois. I am igc*- 
rent, and the assassins were probably regardless, #libtlier iitefr victia 
was yet alive. • . ^ ' 

•* These exploits of St. Cyril are recorded hj Socrates, (Ju vii, c. 
13, 14, 15); and the most reluctant bigotry is compelled to copy an 
hSatdrian who coolly styles the mttrdeiers of Hypatia «i^ «« f ("V 
uSt^fui. At the meotjon of that i^jered nav|e, J aift f k«tse4 to ob- 
serve a blush even on the cheek of Baronius, (A. D. 415, N«. 48). 

• He was deaf to the entreaties of Atticus of CoiistatitlhOple, and 
of JflMeve of PeliisAiin» and yielded only <lf ^ve may bcttete Nieepho* 
rus, 1. »v, c. 18) to the personal intercession of the Virjjin. Yet u 
Ills last years he still muttered, Ihat John Chrysostom had been ja^s 
ly condemned, (Tillemont, Mem. Eceles. torn, xiv, p. 278-282. Ba- 
roniofl, Annal. Eceles. A. D. 412, N*« 4(U04). 

' Seetheir charactdrs In .the history of Socrates, <t. vii; e.' 25-28} ; 
their power and pretensions, in the huge compilatlen of Thomagfic, 
^Discipline de TEgUse, torn, i, p. 80^91). 
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court I and he droad^d their upstart ambitioOk chap. 
which <^^re99ed the metropolilaiis of Europe ^^J^iJ,\ 
aad Asia, invaded the provitices of Antioch and 
Alexandria, aud meawred their diocess by the 
limits, of the. empire. The long moderation of 
Atticus, the mild usurper of the throne pf Chry- 
sostom, .suspended itto animosities of the eastern 
patriarciis; b«t Cyril was at length awakened 
by the exaltation of a rival mor^ worthy of his 
esteem^ and hatred. After the short and troubled 
reign of Siainnius bishop of Constantinople, the 
factions of the clergy and people were appeased 
by the choice of the emperor, who, on this occa* 
siQiv,<conaiAted the voice of fame, and invited the 
merit of a .str^ger. Nestoi:ius,^ a native of Get* 
maoicia, and a monk of Antioch, was recom- 
maided by the austerity of his life, and the elo- 
quence of his sermons; but the first homily which 
hepiaaehed befiore the devout Theodosius betray- 
ed the acrimony and impatience of his zeal. 
" Give me, O Caesar !'* he exclaimed, " give me 
<* the earth purged of heretics, and I will give 
** you in exchange the kingdom of heaven. Ex- 
" terminate with me, the heretics; and with you, 
" I will exterminate the Persians.'^ On the fifth 
day, as if the treaty had been already signed, the 
patriarch of Constantinople discovered, surprised, , 
and attacked a secret conventicle of the Arians: 
they preferred death to submission; the flames 

< His etevation aod coaduct ace descrU]ed by Socrates, Ur vii, c. 
39. SI); and Mv^l^us. seenis to b»ve applied t\\e loquentMs sfttji^, 
/apientiaj parum, of Sallust. 
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CHAP. tUt iMfe kmiltod by tbra^'d^paif» sqqh spred 
•^di, *<> the neigbb«iringliWilC€8, apd tlie.lafwwph « 
Nestorius ^nn cloiidod bf th# nmpetcif .mcemi^ 
ory. ' Oa eitber side of tbe HeHespcin^ lais qus- 
copal rigour imposed a ri^idiliWHiuiaiyr^f faith 
and <fi8cipline; a cbronoIogkBl enw oQ^icenuDg 
the festival of Baeter was fiuniihed a^ ^^toffeaoe 
against the church and state. . Lydia aodr Gaoa, 
Sanies and Miletus, were purified wj&^the IM 
pf the obsthaate Quartodecioians ; andtfaeedict 
of the emperor^ or rather of tbe patriaiMKa eoo- 
inerates three and tweiity degrees aii4 drai09U»- 
tionsintheguiltandpuiipshmeirtQfiifte^j.^ But 
the sword of persecution, which NoatpiEiiis^fi^ 
riously wielded, was soon turi^ againi^ Jus owi 
breast. Religion was the preteiK:e ; but^ in the 
judgment of a contepiporary saint» ambition ^ 
the genuine motive of episcopal warfare.^ 
A ^D ^ml '^ ^^^ Syrian school, Nestorinshad beaotlaij^t 
431. to abhor the confusion of tbe two natures, aod 
nicely to discriminate the humanity of his master 
Christ from the divinity of the Lord Jesus.^ The 

^ Cod. Theodos. I. xvi, tit. v^ leg, 65, with the illustrations of Ba- 
roni^s, ' (A. D. 428. N°. 25, &c.) ; Godefroy, (ad locum), and Paiji, 
fCrittca, torn, ii, p, 208). 

. < Isidore of Pelusium, (L iv, epist. 57). His woi:ds are strong and 
scandalous— Ti ^«i/^a^{i^, u xai vw ^t^t .fr^Ky^* fu** xtu x«^ tfii'p 
^itfmnt* ^n^wwifnrai wr9 ^iXa^'^iaf txfi»ft)^iv*fittuh Isidore Is a ssinti 
but he sever btcame s^ bishop ; and } bait* ^tospeipt^ ikaA the pride «f 
Diogenes tra^apled on the pride of Plato. 

^ La Croze (Christianisme des Indes, torn, i, p. 44-53 ; Thesaane 
Epistolicus La Crezianus* torn, iii, p. 276-280) haa detected theue 
of }w9tovnf^ and c xtifs^ l<f^«f » which, in tbe ivtk, vtfa, and nth cca* 
lades, discriminate the school of DiodoruB of Tarsus and his Notoii* 
an disciplesi. 
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fiiessedYkf^heM^^ei^dstkeinotiiM^afCbiist; chap. 
btit hb ears were offended wiUi the rash and re^ ^^^X"^ 
cent title of mother of Godt^wbick bad been in- ' 
settiUy adopted rince the (xrigin ^ tbe Ari^ 
controversy. Prom the pulpit of Gonstantin- 
ople^a friend of tiie patriarchy and afterwards 
the patriareh himself, rq)«tedty preached a- 
gaiost tbeuse, of the i^use, of a word"* unknown 
to the apdsCles, unauthorized hy the church, and 
which could only tend to alarm lAe timorous, to 
mislead the simple^ to^musethe profane, and to 
just^; by a seeming resemblance, the old gene^ 
alogy of Oljrmpus:* In his calmer moments 
N^tDftos conii^sed,' that it m%ht be tderated 
^or excused by the union of the two natures, and 

' ^<frynn^'>nX > < y q fii ? IMI ia ^oology ire ftmiliarly spe^k of ovipii* 
rous and viviparous animals. It is not easy to fix the invention of 
this word* which La Croze (Christianisme des Iddes, torn. i» p. 16) 
9aa9M$t Soi Buiehina of Gcsaoea and the Ari^a* The orthodox tastin 
monies ar^ produced by Cyril and Petavius, (Dogmat. Theolog. torn. 
V, 1. ▼, c 15, p. S54, &c.) ; but the veracity of the saint is question- 
able, tod the epithet of i$$mut so easily alidee from the margin to 
file text of a catholic MS. 

"* Basnage, in his Histoire de TEgUse, a work of controversy, (torn, 
i, p. 505), justffiM the msther, by the blood of God, (Acts, xx» 8i» 
with Mill^s various readings). But the Greek MSS. are far from 
unanimous ; and the primitive style of the blood of Christ is preserved 
in the Syriac venion, even in iliose copies which were used by the 
Chriatians of St. Thomas on the coast of Malabar, (La Croze, Chrit- 
tianisme des Indes, torn, i, p. S47). The jealousy of the Nestorisins 
and Monophy sites has guarded the purity of their text. 

■^ Th^ pagans of Egypt already laughed at the new' Cy^Ie of the 
C^iristians, Uaidor. 1. i, epist. 54) ; a letter was forged in the name 
of Hypatia, to>ldicule the theology of her assassin, (Synodicon, c. 
216, In iv torn. Condi, p. 484). In the article of NssToatus, Bayle 
h;js scattered ' some loose philosophy on the worship of the Virgin 
Mary* 



crt A A tW cotnittiniicatlon of tfieir iHom^f .*• Irtt he w^ 
XLvn. exasperated, hy coiitradtetlou, to disctahn A 
, worship of a iew-bofn, an ififatit Deity, to draw 
his inadequate -similes frotn the cctoj^^or dd 
paftnerships of life, ahd t6 dMartbe tM^^teanbo»! 
of Christ as the robe, the instrument, the taber- 
nade of his Godhead. At «h€<se- blasiih^tnoi' 
tounds, the pillars of the sArtctwary were ^ak« 
The unsuccessful competitlM*»df'N€fett«tei* in- 
dulged their pious or personal resf^fittident, ike 
Syss^thie clergy was secretfy ^Msph^XsM wift 
the intrusion of a stranger : Whtttev^^r-^s stqjcr- 
stitious or absurd, mi^bt cteitll the ^^tectimi ol 
the monks ; and thepedpk Wia^i^tel'tetedtelbe 
glory Of their virgin patronessi^ Th«*'s^rBK)W 
of the archbishop, and the service of the altar. 
trere disturbed by seditious dimoul* ;' 6ib aaftor- 
ity and doctrine were renounced by separate 
congregations; every wiitrf scattered iWiifd the 
empire the leaves of controversy ; and the von 
of the combatants on a sonorous theatl^'re^bo- 
ed in the cells of Palestine ^^nd Egypt. It wa> 
the duty of Cyril to enlighten the zeal and ig- 
norattce of his innumerable monks: in the school 
of Alexandria, be had imbibed and professed the 
incarnation of one nature : and the miccessor of 
Athanasius consulted his prid* kiid' atribitioD, 
when he rose in arms against atiother Ario^ 

• The ufTthets of the Greeks, a mutual loan or transfer of thcidioct« 
.or properties of each nature to the other*— of initnitjr td man, pasabi- 
lUy to God« &c. Twelve rules on this nicest of subjects compose thr 
Theological Grammar of Petavms, (Dogmata Theolog. torn, y, 1. it. 
e. 1*, 15, p. 209, &c.). 

P See Ducange, C. P. Christiana, 1. i, p. 30, &c. 
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HHH^ fbraddable and mm-e gwlty^ €» the second c ti a p. 
tfaroQe> of the hierarchy* Aftej /a ^crt corre- ^^j^X"* 
apoftdence^ in which the raval predates disguised 
their hatiied m thetboUorw laii^age c^' re^[)ect 
and oharit}?, tfaepattiaich of Aiex^s^dria denoun- 
ced to the prince and people^ to the East and to 
tiie We9t> the d«i9nafei}e efTC»*s of the£]^aiitine 
pontic . Fjx)bi< the £a&t, more e^eciaUyfrom 
AntijigiPihjr h4V ohtainpd f the aoib%uoos coun^ela of 
toiemtiim aiul*«iiepi^ which were addressed to 
both parties. TKhife they £A¥oured the cause of 
Ne^prios. . But the Vatican received with open 
annsf die messengers of Egypt. The vanity of 
Geieatin^ was #nttered by the i^>peal ; and the 
pai;t^ .vearion of a monk decided the faith of the 
pope, wfao> witii his Latin. clerg}^, was ignorant 
of Hie language, the arts, and the theology of ^e 
Greefca. At- the. head of an Italian synod, Ce^ 
lestaie we^hed the merits of the cause, apprpv*^ 
ed the creed of Cyril, condemned the sentiments 
and pwson. of Ne^orius, degraded the heretiq 
from his episcopal dignity, allowed a respite of 
ten dqys for recantation and penance, and dete- 
gated to his ^lerny the execution of this rash 
and iUeg^ sentence. But the patriarch of Alex- 
andoa^ whilst he darted the thunders of a 
god> exposed the errors and passions of a mortal ; 
and his twelve anathemas'^ still torture the^ or- 
thodox slaves, who adore the memory of a saint, 
without forfeiting their allegiance to the- synod 

* Concil. torn, iii, {k 943, They have never been iirtctly approve^ 
by the church, (TiUemoiit, Mem. Eccles. torn, xiv, p. 368ii-372). *| 
ahnost pity the agony of rage and sopfaistry with which Petaviusseemie 
to be agitated in the vith boolt of his Dogmata Theologicp. 



^re^^^i^iMr U^^ !ieKiiO9r^«i4'«9«fa0fi^ the sm- 



<><^»*>««^- lie, or rather 4>f the 

could appease. or 4eq^e^)M9n«MplMMt«iil^9^ 
fel/ £phesus»oaa^«i4asfiiMMBit»leA^^ 
lapd, w^ ctu^seiii £9ii.^f#)Mfl»ir 
of Pentecost for the 4igro'ff4 
writ, of snmxDOM wm' ^^^^^Ai Pb0fmi^!» 
tec^litani, and a gifard m»s Mifi$umGiai^^ 
and 9(>Dfii)be the fatlaiers tiU.|fa^f|iQiil4«fiMelli£ 
inystpri^,o£bi^^m an^^tiir fllM»ofi.i|to<|wik 
Nestoriii^ ajqx^arjsd jxotkmfi^ qwliaahi Wt as t 
judge; ^edependedoaAherirv^htoCtlMi^^ 



' Such as the rational Basnage, (ad torn* if Variaiv Ceet^^ Canisiiiz 
Prtefat. c. ii, p. 11-2^, and La Ci4le, t#^u«l*4& s<Jwa//^(afe 
tianlsme 4es Indcs, toim i, p. l#r:|^ D<|y H| i^ q Bi ,»iiai»tT »1H» 
eaur. Bpist. p. 176, &c. 283, 285). Hiefr^ses^esMJ^tf i^nfiSDQC^^ 
that of his friends Jablonski (TheSaUr. Epi6tl "tbm. i, p. 1 W-«)l) sue 
Moshcitn, (idem, p. 904 ; Nestfirifiin tfttn^eatiM ck^ iMtte*- 
tentia) ; and three more respectable judges iPfiU not eaaiJj be fouo^ 
Asseman, a learned and modest slave, can j^ri^ 4iii?m (^ib^otbec. 
Orient, torn, iv, p. 190-224) the guilt and ^ijv Qf ^e Kestoda* 

* The origin and progress of , the HfsUn^, «an^0R«rsghft>*itt ^ 
synod of Ephesus, may be found in Socfates^j^iyjii»^i3%(Eni(i' 
us, (1. i, c. I, 2); Liberatus, (Brey. q»^.l-^U tfe(P SH^mM ^^ 
(ConciL torn, iii, p. 551>991, edijb. Venistt' mB>:»^|he ikiuMb « 
]^aronius and Fagi, and the faithful co^fi<i;^f#ipfvXi^|wqBt> (Met 
%9lffs. torn. vv» 5. .283^377)* ^ l *c -♦.juH usnfc-. 
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nnRdb^oflifaprd«tes;a»dhisiE^ii^ chap.^ 

^bmtei^f ZiHixipposwereaii^ 4!^!":: 

vkeoTiDJurirordttfeii^. But bis adversary Cyril 
w^sliHMd^weffiri jn the weapons liotfa of tite 
fk»b«Ml of^aie Wftrk: THsobeditot to the let^ 
ter, or at least to the n^Mririg^, of the royal sum- 
ino«^ilM& wastttteiflledliy fitly Bgyptikn btehops, 
wbofinipoMMdfkmi Aek pdtariarch's nod the in-^ 
spfaMiMi 4^1lie Moiy Ghost* He had contract- 
ed aiif«its08t^ aOiaiMie #ith Bfemnon bishop of 
M^kMatTbe4Ka^^ priiibateof Asia dikpod*. 
ed;of ttevaa^jr wiiocdmB<fl^kttj or ftrfy e^ts* 
edpisrdte«:: n aftwd>of peommts, the slaves of 
te iritlirclM was pdured into ^e dty to, support 
withsltoiMr and clamours a nietaphysicarargu- 
mnti^nid Xbe pedfOe ^eesiously asserted the. ho^ 
nottrvf the Wwg^^ wfeme body reposed witbim 
the unilB 0f Mfhiesm} llie fleet whidi hdd 
tmiporCbd Cyril fh>m Alexhndi^ was teden 
whli ftetsMMsrof Bgypt; and he disembarked 
a AttMraw kody of mairiners, sbtves, and fana- 
tics, minted with blind obedience under thelidn>> 
oer of &. Mark and the mother of God. The 
fttiiesv, and erMnthe go»rds, of the council were 
awed by this martial array ; the adversaries of 
Cyril and Mary were insulted in the streets, or 

' Tbc'CltfiftlftiM of the four flrrt centuries ware ignorant osf the 
<MA^ Mid burial of Mary. The tradition of Epliesud is affirmed by 

Copett^ torn* iii, pw not) ; yet it has been sup^seded by the claim 
ttf ^BNHtra ; «Bd lier en^ sepulchre, as it was shewn ta tlie pil; 
frinsi' fNro4lie(9d ' the Mle of her resurrectkm and assumption^ 
in which |he*Gfaek and Latin churches hare piously acquiesced. See 
AaroiiiuaCABai^ C^elts. A. D. 48, K^ 6, «ccO M "XSiUemont, (|i^p 
Bcdes. torn. U Ih *67*477). 

VOL. VIII. ^ r 
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CH AF. tiirttteMd ill tiieir koiiMB ; Ub aloquence and li* 
t^t^?^!!xi 1''^>^'v^7 made ftdaily increase in tlie aaariier of 
Ins adherents; and the Egyptian *aocm;eQmputod 
tlmt he might command the atfcandnufpe^and the 
Ttntesof twohuadaed'bisbiqia'' iiBot^tiwaittbQf 
of the twelve anatheaMSMforesawi'^Hli dreaded 
the opposition of John of Antlod^ vdio witk a 
smalU though respectable, tram of awttrapobsBs 
and divines;, was advanchig ii^ AyarfmuDfeyvfim 
the distant capital of the East. It?i|mtiewt of a 
delay which he stigmaHced *^as mivkiitMymd 
eulpoble,* Cyril nnnounoed thn <^6iiin|pinf ik 
synod sixteen days a^er tha^itetknal; nfi Alifi^ 
cost. Nestorius, wh^^epeniedony tiso utim ip- 
proach of his eastern friends, peraiated^'^dike his 
predecessor Ghrysostofen, to disdain tbe jmisic- 
tion and to disoteytheamnnsonsorhmeneiBiet: 
they hastened his trial, and Ms accuser pitsiM 
in tlie seat of jndgment* SiirtjMi^t^ faiskop 
tw«nty*twb of.tnetropolilan rtak,* dafoidBd bis 
cause by a modest and temt)erate ^anrtMk ; ther 
were excluded from the couhteis^ dft tiMfar b^ 
thren. Candidian, in tile. empemi^& mbbc, l^ 
quested a delay of four dayi v -tlio ^nofane ao- 

♦ 'M UJ '. 'II •. 

^ " T^e Acts of Chalcfdon (ConciL tQ|Q. iv« ^ i^f^j^*^^ 
a lively picture of the 1>Iind, obstinate senitudi or tde oialMfi rf 
Kgypt to their patriarch. . • i - •• : 

« Civil or ecclefiiastieal Uirinew detained tha hfOfiff^fi Aadad 
till ttte 18th of May. Ephescs was at the distance of tlrirt7dayt>B^ 
ney ; and ten days more may be fairly aUin»«d for aceidflBta lad l^ 
pose. i*he march of Xenophon over the same Sn»Mid'CBaBeistB 
above feOparHkangs c/rleftgnest anS ^hirrt» < s S ie'«a | ( ht ^lte Sfgaat. 
«d from ancient and modem Itineraries, if llLntf$th<mt»tnmputtt 
apeed of an army, a synod, and a caratttn. Jehn'dS P^S miuc h is r» 
hictantly acquitted by UMAdtft himtfilf«-XMlRir. it ^ a etfimn xir, ^ 
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tfaeittseaiiiljr^ofitli^sraits; ' Tlie^ whiJa of tto ^^^!:^ 
»iotxnil»ii tmimmsfym wm \egGwis^ m^ tibt condemna- 
c€«i|Miss o£ar8«fiinafs itty ; the iwbops ddiver- ^^^^ 
ed tkcorsqiottte i^fmiimBi; ibiik^tfae unifimvity J<»« ^2- 
ofi^yk Mtedisrthe inflMttce or the hand of a 
9UMtar,Aelio Jba»$0en accuMd o£ cami^ptimg tbt 
puItforfeviABK^ of tbdr act$ ^ytul sobsaiptiotiA.^ 
Witt»iiitaii<B88eiitmg iroteet ttey reeogmml inr 
the c|)isdefi<€f Cyrili^tkeiNkeB^ cread^and tbe» V 

A»tiw of tfce iktters : but the partial exlk^ada 
firoiBi tbrfotters: aad Imnili^ of Nestoriiii? were 
hf enrsfisaBd ani^eBiad : and 4;he 
' degraded: ^ooa his qiiscopal and ec« 
;digtiil?jr*. The sentence^ malidoilfiif 
hmmSkBA^to tb& hmt Jndia, was alBx^ and pro^ 
dfattmed in- t&e stireete. of i^faesiis : tbe weafy 
p t elaia a, 'fls; tii^ issued, from the churcb of the 
mxMtk^ of £rod^ w»e ssivted s& hm* dumpioos;; 
and bcr '^Mietory was. ceiebratad hj the^ lUuinina^ 
tionSy'tic soo^^ and (he tmnolt •of &e aight. . 

.OiK the fiftb day, /lhe triumph was douded bjr Opposite 
Ae anwai and iufignatioB of the eastern, hi* entait, "' 
shqia. in^a itember of. the inn, befovehe had j^°«^^* 
wipedthe dust irmn his slioes, John of Antibch' 
gave audience to Caiididiiai the imperiat-miUiB*^ 
tser ; who rehted his iatffieetual efforts to prevent 
or te^ aauml the hasty vidence of the Egyptian. 

Xb^ sanis imgiifttti^fl was^ urged bjE Couot lreB«ii9« (toou ui^ pw ^ 24f9> i 
«jid tb« octhodo^criii^ do o^ fiad U anef^,)^ to def«iiA^ fiu* 
Q^ of iJieitock^ ].i^ «0BJ^ of the Acte. 

u 2. . « 
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CHAP. With ^<pirfli*te and vit k tmtv iht origafts^ 
^11:^ nod rf liny blA^pfc degrtiri €^ 

fftfm ihdr €^M0pal bomiwt^ coodn^^ 

twclre anattemasi the pctftikt^peMiii <tf Ite Apd- 

Ifaiariai^ heresy, and daMPibed tbe :AfaBandixDi 

prittiale as a monster^ bdfii and^adttatod Or tie 

dedtniCii9n<rf*thechiUKak* liir«lm»ftfwas^ 

tuat koA ifiriccessible; iMtiOiejiuMmiiljrveBoli^ 

ed fo'bestavrontlie(k>ekofSptettti:tlw1itcM^ 

of a faithful shepherd. B^thdvigifanoeiafiMen- 

non^ iiie churches were^shvt agatosfethttttiiflndi 

strong garrison was throwtii (iatO> tte * cattedsri. 

The troops, undw thecomatfusd off^CtedUin 

adYSbced to the assaidt; l^e i rtHg wui da -irape 

rdated andtput to tibe s^i^td, birt>tfie piase v» 

impr^able : the besiegfcrs icl i wd ; Jtl«r«treat 

was pursued by a vigofroas sallf ; tieyrjoat'thir 

horses^ and many of the soldiers wean daagcr- 

ously woiihded with dnbsand stOnesL CphtsuSr 

the city of the Tfrgin^ Waa^deitlediarkfen^ sA 

clamour, with seditiim ai^'bloodt the pnraisT' 

nods darted anathemte add eKOOoiBBuiikatioDs 

from thdr spiritual (engines; «iii^^«iMh4xnBtcf 

t'h^oddsitts was perpl^liedby the adperaeimdcQir* 

tradictory narratives <of th^ Syrian andOE^jftiaa 

factlotts. During abusy period of tiaree immtlis, 

the emparor tried every ntethod, ext^t titemost 

effectual means of indifference and coiit^apt, to 

reconcile this theological quarrel. He attempt- 

.... . -. ..•, .^> 

«fJohAftiHl'Cfrf1/theieiiiveettve» were mutiMU^ angBttan. Tlie 
style of dccfaMmrtiofii niMt imer be eat Ocma ni mhS^ thm ^foaam 
fleiue which respectaMe encmfet entertain ef each ofhcrVflMnt, <€«»• 
dl torn, iii, p. 12U> 
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ed M nmme or intunMate the leaid^ by- a coa^ ca af. 
m<Hi seftteftiee &f acquattal ot cendeitiQatioB ; be 
iBfrested biat^nrsentativesiat Epb^siis with ai9« 
pie ponrar and raffitary force: be summoned from 
eitltdrfart)^>e^t ch&s&n deputies to a free and 
condkl-cimferenoe in the ne^bourhood of tho 
capital, farfrom tiii coqita^on of pc^nilar frenzy* 
Btit<tiie Orientals refofied to yidd» and the Ca^ 
tfaolini t>mftid of their numbers i^d of their Latin 
atlielf iM^eoted all terms of union or toleration. 
Tbeqiatiaace of the meek Tbeodosius was jo-o- 
V6ted${find he dissolved in anger this episcopal 
timitallrii^hiiltb at 4lie distance of thirteen centu* 
rffis/^asdumes the T^erable aspect of the third 
fficumeisiipal council.* *' God is my witness^" 
said 'Ae pious pmce, ^' that I am not the author 
"* of tlHs confusimiv His prdvidence will discern 
"^afid'lmmsfa tibe giitlty* Return to your prg^ 
'< vinoes^ and may your private virtues repair the 
" mischief and scandal (rf* your meeting." They 
returned to thdr prot^inces;.but the same pas- 
sums whicb had disteacted the synod of Ephesus 
were^'^iffittsed over the eastern world. After 
three obstinate and equal campaigns, John of 
Asnftiodk and Cyril of Alexandria condescended 
toexptein^atidt'emtHrace': but their seeming r^- 
3inion^iausl be imputed rather to {Nmdence than 

■ See the AeU of the Synod of Bphesus, in the original Greek, and 
a Laein ^efsidif almost contemporary, (CottdL torn; iff, p. Stl-lSa». 
with the Synodicon adversua Tragedian Ireniei, torn. It, p. SS5-4S7) ; 
the B^r^astical HistdriM of Socrvtest <!• vii, c. S4^, and Bvagiius, 
0. i, c. S, «i^, MS tkt BMvUryof LlhcratoB^Cln ConeiL torn, vl, p. 
'419*459^ €• ^, 6), and ih« McmoirM Bedet. of TiUemofit, (tonuniv, 

v8 * 
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CHAT, to re&Bon^ to tbe mutual tSMtade ratber ikw to 
^hZHL thfe Chiistiaii charity of the patriarel». 
Victory of The Byzantliie pontiff bad issued into tbe 
^1^^' rojal ear a bafeftil prejudiceagadnst the tE^Muracttf 
and conduct of his Sgyptian rival. An epistle of 
mtoace iuid invective,** which «0CDittiMmted Oe 
summons, accused him as a bosj^ insaltot, aed 
envious priest, who perpleited the wxqrfiatj of 
the faith, violated the peace of' the diurdi aad 
state, and, by his artful and separate iftddresses 
to the wife and sister of Theodoaio^ ftemmd 
to suppose, or to scatter, the se^s 0f ifiaeord in 
the imperial family. At the st«m eMiatiand at 
his soverei^, Cyril had repaured to j^iesos, 
where he was resisted, threatened, and con&ed, 
by the magistrates In the interest of j^estorius 
^id the Orientals ; who assembled the tnops of 
Lydia and Ionia to suppress the fhnatic and dis- 
orderly train of the patriarch* Withiout expect- 
ing the royal license, he escaped ^Grom bb 
guards, precipitately embarked, desc^tied the im- 
perfect S3mod, and retired to his episcopal fo- 
tress of Bafety and independence* But his art- 
ful emissaries, both in the court and cHgr, suc- 
cessfully laboured to appease the resetitment, and 
to conciliate the favour, of the empenn*. 1^ fee- 
ble $on>of Arcadius was alternately swayed by his 
wife and sister, by the eunuchs and women of the 

^ Tmfmxn* (says the emperor in pointed language) rm ^ ««i fm/tft 
nmx^Vn^ r«M« twXM^mn iitfitfiXnitms ••.•«'< ^^mrvrt^ if^m «r(<w 

«flrX«mr«f .... wm9r»s ftrnkk^f n Uftmt . • • • r« ri rm t«a«rtfH 

tii9Mif$ti0Wi* I ihould be curious to know how mudi Neetoiittt paii 
Hi these ezprtssums ip mortifying to his rival. 
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palace; siiperstitimi and avtfke were their ml* (?hap* 
ing passions ; and the ortbodox chiefs were assU ^J^Z^U 
duous in their endeavcmrs to alarm the former, 
and tQ gratify the latter. Constantinople and the 
suburbs were sanctified with frequent monas«^ 
teries,, ^und the holj abbots, Dalmatius and Euty- 
chesy'' had devoted their ze^I and fidelity to the 
cause of Cyril, the wo^hip of Mary, and the uni- 
ty of Christ, From the first moment of their 
monastic lif9> they had never mingled with the 
worlds or trode the profane ground of the city. 
But ia this vidvi} moment of the danger of the 
chi^rcb* th^ vow was superseded by a more su- 
blime and indespensable duty. At the head of 
a lon^. order of monks and hermits, who carried 
burning tapers in their hands, and chanted li- 
tanies to the mother of God, they proceeded from 
thdr moiuisteries to the palace. The people was 
e^fied and inflamed by this extraordinary spec- 
tacle, and the trembling monarch listened to the 
prayers and adjurations of the saints, who boldly 
pronounced, that none could hope for salvation, 
unless they embraced^^the person and the creed 
of the orthodox successor of Athanasius. At the 
same time every avenue of the throne was assault- 
ed with gold. IJnder the decent names of eulogies 
and henedictumSf the courtiers of both sexes 
were bribed according to the measure of their 
power and rapaciousness. But their incessant de- 

• Eutyches, the heresiarch Eutyches, is honourably natned by Cyril 
w a friend, a saint, and the strenuous defender of thje faith. His 
brother, the abbot Dalmatius, is likewise employed to bind the em^ 
Hw and all his diambeilains ttrrihUi conjuratione* 'Synodicon, c. 203, 
in ConcU. tom. iv, p. 467. 



>!^^ TSB DBCLIXB AND PALL 

CHAP, tun^g dufnikA «lit mwrtiiwhn or«MaUit» 
4...«M.,J. opl' luid A^lflxaadrw,; and the .Mtkonfcy of th 
patriach wa^uiuble 4o<«fenee the jut aunntr 
ofbis devgy, tho^adei^t of sixty tbonasodiioBiii^ 
had already baen «ontca«tcd to sufimt the ex 
pence of tbia scaadahwa corruptimk5 Piriciuna, 
who relieved her brother fr6m> th* wc^fat da 
empire, waa the firrae^ piUar dC-Mibttdas^: aai 
so intimate waa the aUianee fastamea tholihimdHs 
df the synod and the vlu^cfs of tbetcaui^-^ 
Cyril was assured of miocimMha cooldidisphn 
one eunuch, and substitute anotibfevfiaithe^fiivoa 
ofTbeodoaius. Yet tbe.CgfpfiiAiimaiAnflttMa 
of a gbrious or decisive.sictaij^. ..a:he»^penjr, 
with imaccustomed firmncast adhered, to ha pro- 
mise of protectifl^ the, innocei^e «f «^«««nt«i 
bishops ; and Cyril softened his aMthomas, and 
confessed, with an^iguity andr<|ii|)t«Mtiat«»- 
fold nature of Christ, before he waa ipermittej 
to satiate his revenge ag»nst the. iuifiKt»Datt 
Nestorius.* . 

* Cferid qui Mc sunt contrhtantur, quod eeclesia Afeuadno 
nudau tit bHJM cMiU turbela, «t debet pMer ilte qiueldne triB- 
mitnUnt ami libra* milk putgintu,. «tBW»cel«er^Ma«ltt»ph 
«et { «ed de tul cccleaU prauta avariU« quorum noMi, Ac Tiiicii- 
nou. and origioal letter, than Cyril*, archdeacon to hia cntbm lk> 
newJiWwpofCointMittaople, has been unaccountablT nreaernda 
M^old LaUi. »*rslon, (SynodJoon, c. MS; Conclt torn. It, p.<«. 
«8). The maak it atmort dropped, and the ninte nieak the hoM 
languajc of imefett and confederacy. VTf- - 

• Tbt tedioua m^otiatioaa that raceceded the tynod oT Kpheaa 

mom (Men.. Eccje* torn. .Iv, p. W-67e). The»o«p«ieJ.,^ 
w«ltt„k.^forcoBpr«»ing»m»th noBHnse and fctehe^lta, 
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Thewsh M ii i <* ftli iate N fetetius, before the cdap. 
end <if the i^Mid^ wa9 ofufciJiaiftd by* C3fi)l9 be* ^^^^^^^^« 
traycdii>f:ibe eouti; and Itiiitif stfp^brteil%f 1^ ssfl« «f 
eastern Mends. A.-aeBtiBMttt'oFfbar dr bid^;tia* a. d. «a5» 
tion ^npted fai*i, whik^it wai yet ^tmcf, to af- 
fect tke <glory of^a vohmfary^^aMBckrtion;' bis 
wish, or aft least his request, wdSs readfly grant- 
ed; he was conducted with honour from Ephe- 
siis toMs old omMterj^ of Antioch ; and, after 
a skoitipouse. Us iMttessoirs, Masdmian andPro- 
dus^wheto achlidwk%ed as the lawful bishops 
of CkmsdsMinoiie. ' Bat m (he silence of his 
cell, the degradod {Mxi^u^ could no longer re- 
sume the innocence and ^sciirity of a pri^^ate 
monlu » The past he regretted, be was discon- 
tented with the presefit, mid the inture he had 
reason to dread: the oriental Usbops success* 
ively diaengi^ed Ihdr cause from lus unpopular 
ttame^ and meh day decreased the number of the 
schismatics who retei^d Nestorius as the coiifess- 
or of the faith. After a residence at Antioch of 
four years, the hund of Tbeodosius subscribed an 
edict,' which ranked him with Simon the magi* 
dan, proscribed his opinions and foUbwers, con- 

Evagrius, 1. i, c. 7. The original letters i» the Synodicon (c 14, S4» 
84» 26) justify the appearanct of a voluntary resignation, which it 
ttserted by^bea-Jesu, a Ne^torian writer* apud AssainAn, Bibliot. 
Oricnui. torn, iii, p. «99, 30«. . . , 

' See the imperial letters^ in the Acts, of the Synod of Ei>hesuit 
(Condi, torn. HL p. 1730-1735). The odious name of Sim^tiantf 
wUch WAS lilBxed to the disciples of this ri^cr^kr }^m0M*XM§t waa 

•»«e;c«i». Yet these were Christians ! who differed only in names and 
in shadows.. V 
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CHAK domMdhk writiiigs to the Barnes, and toud^ 
^^^'^ Mb perton first to Petrain Arabia^aodatk 
toOasis, one of the islands <tf Ae I^an desert' 
Sediidedi from the ohurdi and from the worU, 



the exile wu still purnied bfitlie n^of bigotij 
and war. A wandering triheofjilieBleminyesor 
Nubians invaded his *)Htarjr jnison; in their r* 
treat thej dismissed a oowd ef useless captim; 
bat no sooner had Nestorius reai^Md thebaaksof 
the Nik, than he would gladly faare^esGi^ ^ 
a Roman and orthodox city to Hie m^ servi 
tttde<^ the savages. His^htwas^pwshedas} 
new crime : the soid of the patriarch iBspucdtlie 
eivil sand ecclesiastical powersof ^ypt; dieDNigi- 
stratesy the soldiers, the monks, dc^vontlj tortur- 
ed the enemy of Oirist and St. Cyril ; M a^^ 
as the confines <tf j£thiopia, the heretic was alter- 
nately dragged and recalled, till his aged body vas 
brcdcen by the hardships and ac0idents<^theser^ 
iterated journeys. YethismindwasstilliDdepcui- 
ent and erect^, the president of Thelwswasawei 
Uy his pastoral letters ; he survived the calfc* 
tyrant of Al^candria, and, after sixteen years ba^ 
irish'ment, the synodofChalcedob would peAap 
have restored him to the honours, or at Ig^ttotle 

^ The metaphor of islands is applied by iht grwe cm^fOii^' 
decL 1. xlviii, tit. 22, leg. 7) to those happy spott'wMdiarc**"" 
xiiinated by water and verdure from the Ubyan taUds. tint*^^ 
under the [common name of Oasis, or AWsdat— 1. ttit t^* 
Jupiter Ammon. 2. The middle Oasis, three ^J9 jOdnef^^^ 
of Lycopolis. S. The southern, where Nestorius if«slNM^i^(^^ 
first climate, and only three days journey from the confiatt of ^"^ 
See a learned Note of Michaelis, <ad DescrxpC. JEg^^t* Abulft^^ 
21-34). 
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cowimmmonf 0(f the cbtircb* TJbre deaili of N«s* chap. 
tortus preveated his obedienoe to tM» wefcome ^^^^^2^ 
sumtnoiis ;^ aftd his disease might afford some, - 
cdour to t^e scandalous report^ tbftt liis topgu^ 
the orgari«of bia9pbeiny, h«d been eaten by the 
worms. He was buried in acity of Upper Egypt, 
knoWfi by the dames of Chemnis, or Panopolist 
or Aktiiim ;^ btt tile immnrtal malice of the Ja- 
cobites has perseva'ed for ages to cast stones 
against bb sepiiickre» and to pr0pagfate the fool^ 
ish tradilioli, that it M/*as nearer watted by the. 
rain of jheat^n, wbkh equally descends oti the 
righteoils atid the ungodly.^ Humility may dro]^ 
a tear on tibe ftte of Nestorius : yet justice must 
observe., that he suffered the persecution which 
he had approvisd and inflkted.*" 
The death of the Ales^ndriM primate, af^ 

^ Tbt invitation of Neatorius to die .synod of Cbalcedon, is related 
by Zachariu8» trfshop of Melitene, (Evagrius, 1. ii, c. 2 ; Asseman. 
Bibliot. Orient, torn, ii, p. 55), and the famous Xenaias or Pbiloxenus^ 
bishop of iiiecapoHsy (Asseman, Bibliot. Orient, tonn u» p. 40» dec.)* 
denied hf Evagrius and Asseman, and stoutly maintained by La Crozp^ 
(Thesaur. Epistol. torn, iii, p. 181, Ac). The fact is not improbable ; 
yet it tras the itttexett ti the Monopbositcs to spread the invi^Mms 
report; mod Eutychius (torn. ii> p^ 13) aififms* that Nettorips^ied 
after an exile of seven years, and consequently ten years before the 
synod of Chalcedott. 

^Consult d*Aiiville, <M^oire sur.rEgypte, p. 191) ; Pocock, (De* 
scription of the East, vol. i, p. 76); Abulfeda, (Descript. iEgypt. 
p. 14), and his commentator Michaelis, (Not. p. 78-83), and the Nu- 
bian Geographer* (p. 4S), who mentions, in the xiith century, the 
ruins and the 8ugar>canes of Akmim. 

* Eotychius, (Annal. torn, ii, p. 13), and Gregory Bar*Hebr»us, or 
Abulpharagius, (Asseman, torn, ii, p. 316)j represent the credulity of 
tbe xth and xiiith centuries. 

■ We are obliged to Evagrius (I. U c. 7) for some extracts from the 
letters of Nestorius ; but the lively pictute of his sufferings is treat- 
ed with insult by the hard and stupid fanatic. 



CUA9. ter a reigil of tMitj^two^Trnts, «l>Mdi»edtii 
^^": catholics ^/lbe*ifttanfmrallc»i66.^€al^atttth 



Herein of 4»me QtvitioryA ^kAViot^hofi^g^Ao^^ 
A!^*m rVicttmite'nafofe) «rMri%omvslfripiM^ed » tlu| 
d»uinlias^S^9^t Md Oiet^^ 
the prwiitiv«<ivt^i9£ApoUiii^ 
l^WfamtHy crCyrH^and tbenaaie ofla* 

Ibeswt most adverse. ti3^thell|rRaflf here^ of Nes- 
terius. liis mid C^ljclias(jrte«tlie'fibliot»#» 
Miimaildrite/or superior of three hunfredaMdB; 
but tlie o^iuoiis of a's»mple'!aBddUiteratei& 
dttse might have expired « tiie bAl^Hiirbtfek 
had s!^ abpme Berenty years, tlntiie-n^^ntsieDt 
or indiscr^tioa of Flamni tAie^Bf zantofi pintit 
had not exposed the sc^idalio^^f^fiCtl'K 
Cbri£»tian Mrtxrld^ His domesftio t synod ims is* 
stantly eonvenedt their proceediogftwerefidM 
with clamour and artifice, tod tfa& s|ped toetic 
U;as eurprised into a aeemitig . oonfiiflaixk ^ 
Christ had netderiired hi6<4Diod!)i'«rr^^ 
stance of the Vii^fin Mary* ;JErom .t&ir par 
tial decree* Evtyches appeslad^ to^ ^t^gmeiA^s^^ 
oil ; and: his c^use was'vigoixnialy asaertedl^jiiB 
godson ^rysapUins, the f6]^mg«eMMdi<^^^ 
palac€[« and his acoomplior^^fiidctfrm&frbtt^ 

. : V J; ■' •• - : ,-. "• ^Wu ' 

{. «" Pixi C^rilliim diii^i yiverct, auctprftite sni^jJlfSA^f^^^ 
anismus ct Monophysitarum error in nervum erumperet: i^^^ 
rum puto . . . aliquo . . • honesto modo v«Xi»«)tf«v cecioerst. i^ 
lourned bat eautlous Jablonsk! did HbtiHW&f^ sjiS&k'l^e *fioletiv^ 
Ctim CyriRo lenfus omnino ^f, quam ri tedbm'kuit eiioi tfils m ^ 
r^nmgMtht k leqtiis rfernm tBStfeiaMl^i^rtiioh8^priiatose» 
ftttm^ (Thmtir. Eplstof. Caeraeiafl, idife? r/^ ri^;W)> ^^^ 
lent Ittif to' his ditsemilons on the Nestorfaii coritlfef ^ J 



and tbtt vices of the nepheir<irTlftib^Uii8. By J^JJ!31[; 
the spociil summons of Theodosioiv 'the^secoiiA scm« 
syaod df ^iBj^tsuft wn jodkimidf JCdmjXM* ^^^^^ 
tsa meliti|ii^kMii:«tti tM^ bMiO|js IVotft ^b/O^^^ ^^; 
the nc^ioeesBes: oftbe etsCern eis^ire: »jgkB e)t^« 
ceptioas.tff favour or merit enUkrged^ttrofimiibar 
to onsilmiiinntasdl tlrlrtjN6v(s; iktiA tte* Sfrfan? 
Ban^uftias, a^.ilie Aikfi dbd^ r^t^edentathre of thif 
Ttmks, 'irasaiiTlted^'Sft and Vote wlA the suo^ 
cesBQMc df tke^ftpMM^s. Bat the despotism of 
the Atnatedriini patriarch agattf opp^^sdeid the' 
freedom of dAsM : -■ thfe same spiritnal and car- 
nal wtapons were again drawn from the arse-^ 
nahufcBgypt; the Asiatic veterans, a band 6f 
archers^ acarred under Ae orders of Dioscoms ; 
aad tke more fonnidable monk, whose mindii^ 
were inaeceasible to reason or mercy, besieged 
the doors <tf the cathedral The general, and, 
as it skwdd seem, the nnccmstrained voic5e of the 
fathers^ accepted the faith and even the anathe- 
mas of Q^rii; and the heresy of the two natures 
was fiinaallyxondemned in the persons and writ- 
ings of die aaoftt learned Orientals. '* May those 
'' who divade Christ, be divided with the sword; 
** nii^ii Htkey^be hewn In pieces^ may they b^ 
*' burnt alive f were the charitable wishes of a 
Chri^ian synbd.* The innocence and sanctity of 

* H iym. wwU^ tttnwtm^/nf ma^fnt E«n^M»» wth-X^ u^^wth ur 2m yt* 
"i^«<t «f %t^*f»0t fUftf^ , , » • UTH Xa^ %90 mamhfm^ At the 
inuen of IXoocpnif, tligse who were mit fldite to roar« <A««««)*<trc^ 
ed out their hands. At Chftloed«l^theCMelltlas4tadeilae4thlmex. 
claQutions ;,.but the Earp^iatis more contUtenftly decland rm^rm nm^» 
^m tnrf^Mv »«i nn ^y«yct9» (CondL ton. tT, p. 1012). 
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cBAP. Eptyches wbre acknoirle dgrf i ^i l toBt faeatatiw 
c^ ^ !^- ^^ ^^^ prelates, moreeqpedally'tlMMeiif Tkaa 
and Asia» were uawMfing io^depom their patri 
arch for the ii9eiir eveii the abase of 4iis M 
juiMktion. Thejreii^raoeA the knees of D» 
scontt, aa he rtoed with al famiteu ia g aapccti 
the footstool, of his iSnooe^ aiidr eonfit^ him to! 
fiMTgive the dflfences, and to* teapeet-tiie dignitr 
ef' his farMha*. '^ Bo fon «]taeatt toiiiiie a sat 
<^ tionrewbumedthei^eM[en*f3rnnBt. ""Wlffi 
^BM tke oBcen?'* At th08l»rnHroidr )i fiim 
multitade of monks and 8<ridicn; w a Uitst wa, td 
^wgtAm, and chuMy burst 'fait«HtiierHEii«Kb: & 
trend)Hng bistops hid themselves tiehisd thai* 
tar, or under the bendHes^ and^ th^wereoot 
mspired with the zeal of ma r fcy rd oBo theyae- 
ceaslrely sMbscrihed a bfemfe pajper; which ws 
afterwards filled with the <:twdeiittirti0B rf tlie 
Byzantine pontiff. FlaTitttit' wa9?instB^%d^ 
ttferied to the wild beasts of *<i» qibitelanpi^^ 
thAtoe : the monks wete stintfalMolbf^Ae voiR 
and ^example of 'fiarromaa tcr ateoge Ahe faguiifi 
of Christ : it is saidl tbitt the pttniarkh^ Ab 
andria reviled, and biiffstti»:*lcBft'UdEed»aiKl 
trampled his htother of >GQnsftailtiaoirfe:^iti^ 
eert^, that the vkifaxi^lteioEehcitxnMveaditke 

P EXf^^a 2« (Eusebius, bishop of D<^I^l^) 4r«p.^A«e^w m<^ 

of Evttgiruis (L ii, a ii) it ampUfied by the histdfiaa fttalBN»i (toD*'^ 
1. iui« p^ 44v«1m» jalQnQfr.that JMov^^nift ia^i;ji| Jfte M^ i» ^ 
the language of Libcretiis (Brev. c. 12, in CondU teoi. vi, p> ^}' 
uiive eadskmi I uadtheiteit^f Chal<^eik^ Whi^ittMtbeDiff^ 
of iW« i a i rft» Cm4 ac^.^Qgf jqMS^tfl«rp^KBuA« cbai8«»' W^ 
Qanumfts is more particulariy acci]8ed-<p-f^fa(i ro^anf/xw *^*'""' 
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place of his €xSk, expired km thfe third day^ of the c h a p. 
woandfi and Inruises which he had received at ^LVrr. 
Epfaesiis. This second syned ^bfts been justly 
lH*aiided as a gang of robbers and assassins ;« yet 
the accusera of DioBooms wouM ^magnify Ins vio- 
lence^ to aHevtate the cowsutiiee and incon- 
stancy of'^heir own behaviour. 

fhe' faith of l^ypt had prevaiied: but the Councuof 
vaaqwsbed pdrty was suppiorted by the same a. d. 451. 
popMt^ho«noo!untered< without feM* the hostile ^^^J;^ 
rage^of Att&k and Qenseric* The theology of 
LeOi hitiamiAi^ /^me or epistle on the mystery of 
the iiiclartiation; had been disregarded by the sj^ 
nod'^^ Ephesus^: htt>authority» and that of the 
Latin 'cbCtrcfa^ was insulted in his legates, who 
escaped from slanrery affd death to relate the 
naelaochofy tale of t^ tyranny of Dioscoras and 
the martyrdom of Flavian. His provincial 1^- 
nod annulled the irregul^ proce^ngs of Ephe- 
sus ; 'Imt 4£r this step was itself irregular, he so- 
licited the convocation o£ a general eouncil in 
the free and ordKidox provinces of Italy. From 
his ittd^hdent throne, the Roman bishop spoke 
d(ndadted without danger, as the bead of the 
Christians, and his dictates were obsequiously 
transferibed <by Placidia and 1^ son Valentiman; 
who addressed their eastern colleague to restore 
the peace and unity of the church. But the 
pageant of oriental royalty was moved with equsi 
dexterity by the hand of the eunuch; andTheO- 
dosius could pronounce, without hesitation, that 
the church was already peaceful and triumpbant, 
and that the recent flame had been extinguished 
by the just punishment of the Nestorians. Per- 
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<^H AF. haps tte Q«edis ^mM kt ^m itrAmA io A 
hen»y of the M e no ph y gfees, if the i^mi^nr^ 
lione bad aot fortniwtriy ttttBaU^d:: Thievdcisw 
expuned» kis m-tliodexiiiter^ ^fa^eriii^ wkh a 

uphiuB WAS bunt* IMmooms m^Magrm^tif Ik 
exiles were recalled, aad^tim tatm of lie^Nwas sib- 
scribed by tbe orieDt«l^*ttWi9ff . • Yet the pope 
was disappointed in bh &YOiUi|f« ^s^jeet «f a 
Latin council : he diwittmid in jireairtp ^in tie 
Greek synod, which waaspeedil^ jiifiwuhbi U 
Nice in Bithynia; Im l«gllta ftq/mmffkimmt^' 
emptory tone the presene «>f tiN.<8iiipif»; sod 
the weary fathfprs w«^'tiM0perte4> t# Chske- 
don under the immedii^^ecf Mai«Mnrtnlthe 
s^ate of Constantinc^. A fp^fter^ ^seik 
frdm the Tfaracian Bospboni^ the.thwnihjofSt 
Euphemia was built on the wpniirit af . a g»tle 
thou§^ lofty ascent: the tripleatreQtMWliia9c^ 
lebrated as a prodigy c€ art, and the Im^uUess 
prospect of the land and s^ m%^ htn^ tfisti 
the mind of a sectary to tibe^eoteap yh U j ^ te ftb 
God of the universe. Six h«Mred Md ti^i^ 
bishops were ranged in cmler in t^ mm ef tie 
church ; but the patriarchs of the lE^st jvfre pie- 
ceded by the legates, of whom thetiiifitliKsaiaaB* 
pie pr^st; and the place of honoifir wattiesemd 
for twenty daymen of qonsular or senatQi||Bmrask. 
The gospel was ostentatiously displayed in ik 
centre; but the rule of faith was defined bj tke 
papal and imperial ministers, who moderated the 
thirteen sessions of the council of Chidcedon^ 

4 The Acts of the Council o£ Chaloedoa, . (Q»Bcit Xotsu In P- 7^^- 
S071) compceheiMl those of Bphesus^ (p. S(K)-1189), which again coib* 

prise 
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Th^ir partial iiiterpo$ifiOfJ'ilteiK^M'th« MPtemfNS- ohap. 
rate i^outs md execi^^M^ "idiick degiiaded'tbe 
iqffiscojyal gralVity : but, on tiie format s^^<msation 
.of the Icigfttes, DioacoMs was kicMnpeHed to d^ 
stend from his thrMe «o the rank of «' c^Aiittal, 
already t^ond^mned ift the opinion of hfs jtrdges. 
The Offewtals, te8s ad^^f^se to Nestoiiuft than to 
Cyril, acdespted t]^ Bomans as the^ deliverers : 
ThrMe^ and Pontiis> and Asifa, were exasperated 
agliifiat ^st ttiurdet^^of Flavian, and th^ hew 
patlteili^ «f Cn&Mmtfaiofile and Antioch secinr- 
edthekrplaees by tlitosaeiiMice of their benefacr 
t«v. Vim bifltmpe of Palestine, Macedoniit, and 
Greete; in^n% attached to the faith of Cytil ; but 
intkie'lbee'of the synod, in the heat of the battle, 
tibe^lndto'S, widi their obsequious train, passed 
froik the right to ^e left wing^, and decided the 
Tictoiy by this sea^nable desertion. Of the 
seroiteen mffiri^ans trho sililed froiii Alexan- 
dria, tflmf 'wer^ tempted from their allegiance, 
and'theHlfrOeen, faMing prostrate on the ground; 
impkmd tteimieiPey' of the coundi, with sighs and 
t^ars; kai ft {mllic^ic decIan»tion, that, if they 
ytd<led;tbey should be massacred, on their return 
to flgypi^ by the indignant people. A tardy re- 
ptMiftioei^as^^QftkiW^tO'jexpiate the guilt or er* 
ttir0t ^f^etacOMUpikd^^Dioseorus: but their 

prise the^nod of ConsUntinopIfe updcr Flavian, (p. 930-1072); and 
it tlqAbslMiy^iticiitioD to tflWilgags tbfs doubte iAy6l(ttiOB. 7h« 
w)|aie^l^8^e«^4f |$i^Qb^s, Flayian, and Diosrprus, is nSfAtd by 
l^vanius (1. i, c. 9-12, and I. ii, c. 1, 2, 3, 4) and Liberatus, (Bi^. 
c. lMi;%1i?l'4i; '6ht€ xa6r^; atid'rfhnost ftrf theiadt time, Lap^ 
peal.i^c tlK|.4dikeii<f of Tiil90ont« (Mem, Et»!fe^ ioi^ xy» ^490b- 
719). The annals of Baronms and Pagi will accompan; me i 
th«*ori my lon^ tod^fcitoriftiwl jWHtic^.^ '• '- ■ " *^ '^ 
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GK An sifis wore accumuhited on his head ; ie 
«^!lI!!L tdkeA nor hoped finr pardoni, and the modmtioi} 
of thode who pleaded for ageneraVatnaesty, vas 
droMTB^ in the prevailing erf of victoiy mid it 
venge. To save the reputation of his^ htte ad 
berentSy seme personal offencea were 8kilMl7<i^ 
tected ; bis rash and HIegal exeommnakatiooof 
the pope> and his contumacious refusal (while k 
was detained a prisoner^ to attend) the msum 
of the synod. Witnesses wcfe introduced to pww 
the special facts of his prid^^ avttrice, anditueltj; 
and the fathers heard with abhoirreneej thattk 
alms of the church were lai^tehed^n^^Me 
dancers, that his palace, and eren his bfirth, was 
open to the jH'ostitutes of Alexandriardndtlat 
the infamous Pansophia» or Ireiiae> wad pAlf 
entertained as the concmbine of tte patri- 
arch/ 
Fjithrf Fqi* these scandalous offences Dio«3Miiswiis 
dei>osed by the synod, and banished h^ the em 



peror ; but the purity of his faith was 

in the presence, and with the tacit approbata 

of the fathers. Their pnidmice isuj^sed ratlitf 

» M«Xir« n 9rtft^cnlas Uetwapa. n xakufitiit 0^tivti» (perhaps EfiwM'i* 

i(AfV fu^m/Mmr (Concil. torn, iv, p. 1876). A specixtten.(irfheTil»» 
Qialice of the people is preserved in the Qreek Anthology*. (^•"''^ 
p. 18S, edit. Wechel), although the applicaticin wwtinibbwiiw'^ 
editor Brodsus. The nameless epigrammatist rliise^ a'toIeftW* ^ 
by confounding the episcopal salutation of ** iPeace be to all f^ 
the genuine or corrupted name of the bishop*s concubine*— 

tlttt ^vvartu 9rturn jf , fttvH cv^«f iX!^ f . 
I am ignorant whether the patriarch, who seems to have beeniF 
lous lover » is the Cimon of a preceding epigram, whose *tts it*^^ 
Tjewed with envy and w^adcr by Priapus himself. 
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than prjc^hoyneed the heresf of cEjUtyche^^ who chap. 
was never .$uiiuiKnied befi^m thmr: tribunal; asid ^^^U 
they, ^t'.st^t and abashed^ wben.a bold Mono* 
physite^aoasting. at their feet a volume »of Cyrils 
challenged tbem to anathematize in bis pereon 
the doetfine of the saint. If we fairly peruse the 
acts of Chalcedon as'they ane recorded by. the or** 
thodoK' party/ we shall find that a great majori- 
ty of the. bishops embraced the simple unity of 
Christr^; and, the ambiguous concession, that he 
wasforiio^ OK or faom two natures, nughi im- 
ply :eitb0l their pirerioud existence, or their sub- 
sequf^A €)Ciiiffiaian» or .aOme dangerous interval 
between the cdnception of the man and the as^ 
sianpti0ii pfithe God. The Roman theology, 
more {iMitive and precise, adopted the term most 
offen^iye to the ears of the Eg3rptians, that Christ 
existed in two natures: and this momentous par* « 
tide* {whichtbe memory, rpither than the under- 
staoding, mjust retain) had almost produced a 
. ■ \ i' 

• Those who reference the infallibility of synods, may tij to ascer- 
tain thetr sense. The leading bishops were jattended by partial or 
carele&rietitte*^ trho diopersed their copies round the world. Our 
Greek AISS. ^e sullied with /he false and proscribed reading of i» r«y 
fvftitf, (Condi, torn, iii, p. 1460) : the authentic translation of Pope . 
Leo I does not seem to have been executed ; and the old Latin ver* 
•ions i^atPTially differ from the present vulgate, which was revised 

(A. D. 550). by Rusticus, a Reman priest, from the best MSS of the 
A«(»/t»iT«^ at Constantinople, (Ducange, C. P. Christiana, I. iv, p. ISl),' 
a famous monastery of Latins, Greeks, and Syrians. See Condi, toii^. 
iv, p. 1959-2049, and Pagi, Critica, tom ii, p. 326, &c. 

* It is darkly represeated in the microscope pf Petavins, (tom. v, 
^ iii, c. 5) ; yet the subtle theologian is himself afVaid<— ne quis,for- 
tasse, supervacaneam, et nimis anifam putet hujusmddi vocalarum 
in^wisitiojiem, ct ab instituti theolngici gravitate alienatn, (p. 124); 
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CHAP, schkin among the catholic bishops. The tome\ 
n-^^. Leo had been respectfully, periiaj^ sioccrely/sii 
scribed : but they protested, in two sniccessive de 
bates; that it Was neither expedient iior lawful t^ 
transgress! the sacred landmarks wUch had beet 
fixed at Nice, Constantihopie, and Bph^os, ac 
cording to the rule of scrijiture and treutf tioa. At 
length they yielded to the importunities of ^ 
masters, but their infaHUite decree, after it W 
been ratified with deiiboiate votes and ireheinefit 
acclamations, was overturned in the ii^x% sessoa 
by the opposition of the testes and th^k" brioita! 
friends. Itwasinvaiutiiatamultitii4frofepisco^ 
pal voices repealed in <^horDis, '* The ^eiiikioD o( 
*< the Others is orthodox and inflfibuteye! The 
^' heretics are now discovered 1^ AnatheiEte to the 
** Nestorians ! Let them depart from ttie sjnod 
"Let them repair to Rome!*** The 1^ 
threatened, the emperor was absolute, and a com- 
mittee of eighteen bishops prepared a new decree, 
which was imposed on the reluctant assembly, b 
the name of the fourth general councit^ the drii 
in one person, but i» two natures, was aanouoced 
to the catholic world; an invisible Mne was draws 
between the heresy of AppUinaris and the faith d 
St. Cyril ; and the road to paradise/a brid^t^ 
^sharp as a razor, was suspended over the abyss by 
the master-hand of the tbeolo^al artist. Daring 

' (iConcU. torn. iv» ]>. 1449>. Evagriu]i sod Libccatus^pKMentaBljtke 
filftcid facQ of Uie syaod, aad 4i«creet)j!< cEieinitei thtSB\embeR <ufp 
sitas einens dolDso* ' 
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ten tenturtes of blindnesci md servijtiidi^j^ Europe chap; 
received her religious opinio^' from tl^e orpcle of ^Z!tm 
the Vatican ; and the same doctrine^ abrieady var* 
aished with the rust of antiquity, was admitted 
without dispute into the creed of th<; refomiers, 
who disclaiitied the supremacy of the Roman pon- 
tiff. The synod of Chalcedon still triumphs in the 
protestant churches ; but the ferment of contro* 
versy has subsided, and the most pious Christians 
of the present day are ignorant or careless of their 
own belief concerning the mystery o^f the incamdr 
tion. 

Far different was the temper of the Greeks and ^i^wd of 
Egyptians under the orthodox reigns of Leo asid a. d.45U 
Marciah^ Those pious emperors enforced with ^^' 
arms and edicts the symbol of their faith ;^ and it 
was declared by the conscience or honour of five 
hundred bishops, that the decrees of the synod of 
Chalcedon might be lawfully supported^ even with 
blood. The catholics observed with satisfaction^ 
that the same synod was odious both to the Nesto- 
rians and the Monophysites ;^ but the Nestorians 

* See in Uie Appendit to the Acts of Chalcedon, the eonfinnatioa 
of thej^jrnodfiy Mftician, (ConciU torn, iv, p. 1781, 17&S) ; his letters to 
tlismonks df AleundHa, (p. IT91), of Meant Sinai, (p. 1793), of Jeru- 
salem anA ^slestine, (p. 17^)1 h» Uws against the Eutycfai«i9, tf' 
1809, Igll, 1831); thei correspondence of Leo with the provincial 
synods on the revolution of Alexandria, (p. 1835*1930). 

' Photius (tfr rather Eulogius of Alexandria) confesses, ih a ftn^ 
pastagt, t&e ipeclous coHour of this double charge agidnst Pope Led 
and his sytioS of Chalcedon, (Btbliot. cod. cezxv, p. 768). He wagei 
a double vug against the enemies of the chnich, and wounded eithef 
/« isith the da^ts of his adversary— »«««XXfrXM; fiikurt rkt »*TntM>4tt 
*^^^«i. Against Nestoritts he seemed to introduce the ^yy^mrif ot* 
^^e Monophysites : jigainst Eutyches he appeared to countenance the 
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c n AT. vffin less Angrj^ or less powerful, and tb^ii^9$t wa 
J^j^^^ distrapte^ by the ob3tm9te^a^d sangfxu^s^ zeatoi 
the ]MonQ{^y$ite3« Jeri^^n) was pc^nbied bj an 
army of luouka; in tJbe najoii^ of the, one wcaroatc 
nature, they pillaged, they burnt, they^fj^jirdered: 
the sepulchre of Christ wfis defiled witl^Mopd; aud 
the gates of the city iWereguorcle^ i^. iuji^uUuoui 
rebellion against the tropps. of the .enitperar^ After 
the disgrace and exile of Dii^scorus^^ t^q ^j^ 
still regretted their spiritual fs^thp^ ^jpd^detest^ 
the usurpation of h\& suoce^s^r, wbo.^w:af .intro- 
duced by the fathers of Chalcedoni^ "tTKe throne 
of Proterius was supported by aj^^ijlof tw^o 
thousand soldiers; he waged a five, veyi war 
against tbctpeople of Alexandria ; a)i^ 9n the first 
intelligence of the death of Marcian, te'tecaroc 
the victim of their zeal. iOn the thirirfay bcfort 
the festivaj of Easter, the patriarch wast]^siege(i in 
the cathedi*al,and murdered in thebapti3ter}% Tlic 
remains of his mangled corpse were delivered to 
the flames, and bis ashes to the wind; andtk 
deed was inspired by the vision of a jHretendtii 
angel ; an ambitious monk, who, under the name 
of Timothy the Cat,* succeeded to the place ami 
opinions of Dioscorus. T^is deadly SMj^rstitioo 
was inflamed, on either side^^by tbeprkimpieaoii 

dir«r«r>«fy m^9^ of the Ne^toriaij^. The ftp9l(,ogi|(t ^fMw & cbiii 
. table interpretation for the saints.i^if the same .^ipuA j^^ exteui 
Co the heretics, .the sound of the con|ti^yex:sj^^^^j|il4 j^^^bpeQio^> 

• AtXufog, from his nocturnal expf^j^^s, ^ jn ^l^^^^^lj^ ^^ 
he crept round, the cells of the n^ona^tery^.^d vl||9|Kpd tberevcr 
tion to his slumbering brethren^ (Theodjpn Jlector, h l^^ 
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the practice of retaliation: in the pursuit of a chap. 
metaphysical quarrel^ maity thousands'" were ^^^i, 
slain, and the Christians of every degree were 
deprived' of thi^ substantial enjtjytnents of social 
life, and of the invisible gifts of baptism kM the 
holy conimunion. Perhaps an extravagant fable 
of the times may cdnceal an allegorical picture 
of these fanatics/ who tortured 6ach other, and 
themselves. " Under the consulship of Venan- 
" tills arid Celer,** says a grave bishop, " the peo- 
** pie 6f Alexai^ria, and all Egypt, were seized 

with a strange and diabolical frenzy ; great and 
^' small, slaves and freedmen, monks and clergy, 
** the natives of the land, who opposed the synod 
'^ of X^halcedon, lost their speech and reason, 
" barked like dogs, and tore, with their own 
** teeth* the flesh from their hands ,and arms;" ^ 

The disorders of thirty years at length pro- T^« h«»- 
duced the famous Henoticon*" of the emperor zeno, 
Zeno, which in his reign, and in that of Anasta* ^^'^^ 
sius, was signed by all the bishops of the East, 
under the penalty of degradation and exile, if 
they rejected or infringed this salutary and fun- 
damental law. The clergy may smile or groan 

* 4»«f<r; n TtXftnfivuci ftufatt, tufitetrm trXnfti fukuvinvm ftti fM*n rut 
yn* nAAtf JM< mvr^ t»v tuftu Such is the hyperbolic language of tlie 
HenoticoD. 

^ See the Chronicle of Victor Tunnunensis, in the Lectiones Anti* 
q^fi of Canisius, republished by Basnage, tom. i, p. 336. 

• The Henoticon is transcribed by Evagrius, (1. iii, c. 1^. an* 
translated by Llberattis, (Brev. c. IS). Pagi (Critica, torn, ii, p* 41 4| 
and Asseman (Bibliot. Orient, torn, i, p. 3i3) are satisfied that it is. 
fret ffdnilieresy^; but Petaviu»(Dogma't.,Thcolog. torn. V, I. i, c. 13, 
p. 40) most unaccountably ifffirms Chalcedohensem ascivit' Aii a€- 
yersary would prove that he had never read the Henoticon. 
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CHAP, at theprasttinptioo of a iayniaaiirte' defines tk 
Jtt^IL article of failh ; yet if ha stMps tOf the fcumit 
ating task, his mmdb less infectedby^ prejudice 
or interest^ mi4 the authonitj of the magistrate 
can oiAy be laauitamed byjQliercxincm'^l of the 
pc<^e. It is ta eccleiiastical fttcvy^ that Zeuo 
appears least omtemptible ; and:! am notable 
to discern anj Manicbseaa or Butycbian guilt io 
the generous saying of Anastasjitts, tiiat.H was 
unworthy of an emperor tb persecute -the wor- 
shippers of Christ and the citisMa of Rone. 
I'he Henoticon was moat pleann^'to tike^ Egypt- 
^ns; yet the smallest UetmsklwBtnottieefi de- 
scribed by the jealous, and even |f avadked, eyes 
of our orthodox schoolmen, and itactniratdjrre- 
preseuts the catholic faith of the iacaraation, 
without adopting or disdaimiag the fiscidiar 
terms or tenets of the hostile sects. A solemu 
^Miath^na is pronounced against Nesto^ius and 
Etttycfaes; against all heretics by 'whom Christ 
is divided, or confounded, cf reduce^ tea pbaa- 
tora. 'Without defining the numbeir.or.tfae arti- 
cle of the wdrd ncUure; the pure^ s^atexn .of & 
Cyril» the faith of Nice, Constantiupfda^ i^ £- 
phesns» is respectfully confirmed; but» instead of 
l)0wing "at the' name^ of the fourth ccaincij^ the 
subject is dismissed by the censure of ^ cofi- 
trary doctrines, t/* any such hJBve been taught 
either elsewhere or at Chalcedou. . Under this 
ambiguous expression, the friends and th^ ene- 
mies of the last synod might upite' iii .j» silent 
embrace. The most reasonable Christians ac- 
quiesced in this mode of toleration ; but their 



reascm was feelAe «»d iiicdnstiRrtj in^ chap, 

dience was despised ^as:> timid andngorVile br tte xiuvn. 
vehement spkit of ^heiP-ibretbreii.r -QDibsabjettt 
which eDgno8«od the ti^hougbts ani^disctnir^$ of 
men, At wais rdifficidt td {>Mse^vesM ekact ]ie«>« 
traiity ; JSi boolr, ;a sertndtt; ^a praya% itekinfiled 
the flame oftcoiitmvers^f '/dad^the bcmd^of cs^ 
iBuaioici\fiese'alteTn£M»^ly>fardteen mid Teneu^ed by 
tM prhrfte animosity of theAisb^ Theapoee 
between:*NeiStori«8 and-EutycHes iras fiHed bya 
thoKBciikd shades of language aiKl opimoo i the 
acepfyiR^-^ Bgfpt^atiA the Roman powliff^, of 
eqiial^iralbitf.il^ou^ of ungual strength, may 
be fouiid':iin th^ tvi^o extremities ^f the theologi- 
cal ^seai^^ The a^ephadi, without a king or 4 
bishoj)^ rt^^em separated above three buiidred-. 
years ^ata the patriarchs erf* Alexandria^ who had 
accepted the communion of Constantino^e, with** 
out exactteg a formal condemfnatlon of the sf* 
nod of CluEdcedon. For accepting the c<»xkma>- 
nion of Alexandria, mthout a formal approba- 
tion <^ the same synod, the"* patriarchs of Con- 
stantinoille were anathematized by the popes. 
Theii inflexible despotism involved the most or- 
thodox of the Greets churches in this spiritual 
contagfon, denied or doubted the validity of their 
sacrameiits»^ wd fg^mented, thirty-five years, the 

* See lienaudoti (Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 1 23, 131, 145, 1D5, 
247). They were rec<Ki*aed by the care of Mark I, (A. D. 79d-81«): 
be proDiotect -their fhi^fs . to the bishoprics of Athribis and Talbta ^ 

(perhaps Tava; see d'Anvilie, p. 62), and supplied the sacraments, 
which had £lile^ for SirJEmt of ah episcopal oMi nation. 

^ De hit ^uos bpptiiavit, ^1198 ordinavit Acacius, majorum tradi» , 
tione confectan^ et veram, pnecipae religiess solicitudini congruam 
praebcmus sine diflBcultate mcdicinam, (<t»aiasius, in epist. i, ad Eii- 
I phemiuBii 
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CHAP, schism of the East and West, till they fioallf ^ 
XLVU. iiQiiahed the memory of four Byzantiae pontifli 
who had dared to oppose the supremacy of St 
Peter/ Before that period, the precarious truce 
of Constantinople and. Egypt had been yiolated 
by the zeal of the riFal. prelates. Macedonius, 
who was suspected of the Nestoriaa. heresy, as- 
serted, in disgrace and exile, -the syni^d of Chal^ 
cedoo» while the successor of Cyril wpsild have 
purchased its overthrow, with a bribe of two 
thousand pounds of gold« 
Th« Trii- In the fever of the times, the senses ^or, rather 
^^oufl the sound, of a syllable, was suffipiejat tp disturb 
^^ toth *^^ peace of an empire. The Tij.i sag ion,^. (tliricc 
or AAMtf. boly)<i " Holy, holy, holy. Lord God <^ Hosts T 
A^D-fios-is sujiposed, by the Greeks, tp be the identi- 
519. Q^ hymn whidi the angels and cherul^ytn eter- 
nally repeat before the throne of God, and 
which, about the middle of the fifth century^was 

phemium, Concil. torn, y, 2S6). Th6 offer of a meilcine piweitSc 

• disease^ and numbers must have perished befor* the arrival of the 
Koman physician. Tillemont himself (Mem. Eccles. toni. ivii i^ 
372, 642, ace.) is shocked at the proud uncharittible temper vf^ 
popes t they are now glad, says he, to invoke St. Iflayifuapf Aotisdi 
Su Ellas of Jerusalem, &c. to whom they refused communion wbils'. 
upon earth. But Cardinal Baronlus is firm lihd ttai'd us the rod of 
St. Petfer. / . , , i 

. ' Their names were erased from the diptych of ^e church : ti^ 
nerabili diptycho, in quo pis memoria; transltum W -dcehim haben- 
timn episcoporum vocabula continentqr, (Conoih tqni «r,fc IStf )• 
This eccleslasticai record was therefore equivalent to the bookci 
life. [ ,- 

s Petavius (Dogmat. Theolog. tonru v, L v, c. 2, 3, 4*^,217-225) 
and Tillemont (Mem. Eccles. torn, xiv, p» *t\%9s^ t^yj^^dr^ttbe 
history and doctrine of the Trisagion. In..^h^, twe]v!^ciQQtuncsb^ 
tween Isaiah and St. Prgclus^s boy, who was ui^tn up iI1itph^venb^ 
fore the bishop and people of Constantinople, the aoni^ was consider- 
ably improved. The boy heard the angels sing *.* Hi^yGod! He 
strong! Holy immortal !" '7^ 
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miraculously revealed to the church of Gonstan- chap. 
tinople. The devotion of Antioch soon added; ^lvii. 
" who was crucified for us !*• and this grateful 
address, either to Ctrist alone, or to the whole 
Trinity, may be justified by the rales of theolo- 
gy, and has been 'gradually adopted by tlie ca- 
thdltcs of the East and West. But it liad been 
imagined by a Monbphysite bishop;^ the gift of 
an enemy was at ^Vst rejected as a dire and dan- 
gerous blasphemy, and the rash innovation had 
nearly cost the emperor Anastasius his throne 
and his life.*' > The people of Constantinople was 
devofA of any rational principles of freedom ; but 
thiey held, as^ a lawful cause of rebellion, the 
colour of a livery in the races, or the colour of 
a mystery inthe schools. The Trisagion, with 
and without this obnoxious addition, was chant- 
ed in the cathedral by two adverse choirs, and^ 
when their lungs was exhausted, they had re- 
course to the rpore solid arguments of sticks and- 
stones: the aggressors were punished by the 
emperor, and. defended by the patriarch ; and 
the crbwn and mitre were staked on the event 
of. this momentous quarrel. The streets were 
instantly crowded with innumerable swarms of 
men, women, and children; the legions of monks, 
in regulw airay, marched, and shouted, and 

^ Peter Gnapheus, the fuller, (a trade which he had exercised in 
Ms mohflLSt^ryy, patriarch of Antioch. His tedious story is discussed 
in (be Arittals 6f Pagi, (A. D. 477-490), and a dissertation of M. de 
Valdis at the tnd of his Evagrius. 

^ The troubles under the reign of Anajstasius must be gathered from 
the chronicles of Victor^ MarcelUiius, and Tbeo^haties. As the last 
was not publUbed in the time of Baronius, his critic Pagi is more 
copious, as weU as more correct. 
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CHAP, fougbt at their head,«--^^« Cbrfstians ! ihis is t&e 
" day of martyrdom ; let us not deseH Ottr spi- 
'* ritual father ; anathema to th^ MamchaMA tj- 
" rant; be fe unworthy to rfei^fn.*" Sttdi was tie 
'catholic cry ; and the galleys of Anastai^as laj 
upon their tors before the palace, till thSe patri- 
arch had pardoned his pehitetit, 'antdliiiah^ tk 
waves of the troubled rfiuTtitude/ l^h^ trhiin^ 
of Macedonius wai checked by a speed j exile; 
but the 2eal of his flock was again ex£tsj)erated 
by the same question,-*-** Wh€tli6r <me of the 
** Trinity had been cnicified P**^^ Oa'\tWk*itio. 
meHtous occasion, the blue an(t|freeix fkslQmof 
Constantinople suspended tbeii* discbrd^'iiAtiie 
dvil and military powers were stftnihBaM in 
their presence: Th^ keys df th£ ci^^ and Ae 
standards of the guards, vr&te dspciA^Aln Ifae 
forum of Constantine, the t)i'incq)^ staHon sUd 
camp of the faiihAiL Day and night- tli^ mm 
ihcessantiy busied eitiier in sin^g byitixii fa the 
hobour of their God, or in pillaging and Murder- 
ihg the servants of theii- ]^nrinc€f.' The head uf his 
farourite monk, the friend, as th^ styled iim, 
of the enemy df the Holy Trinity, -was home 
aloft on a spear; and the fire'-tirahdsr/ wfai&fa had 
J>een darted against heretica}.strupt)ii:es^ difffned 
the-undistii^uishtng flames overHtmmm^wAO' 
dox buildings. The statues of the ^inpeiC^f K^ere 
broken, and his person was concealed ia a siiWK 
till, at the endtrf three days, he dane^ tor jmplare 
the mercy of his subject^. ' 1^1^hf5u8i ti^ jffiadem, 
and in the posrtureof a suppliant^ Aimstasias ap- 
peared on the throne of the cifctfe. The <jatbo- 
lies, before his face, rehearsed their genuinelVisa- 
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^ion ; they exiilte(i in the otkr wKich he pro- chap. 
blaimed liy tbe ,voice of a herald of abdicat^U^ the ^^';^ 
purplp i they listened to tbe admf>Aition| tliat 
since all could not rd^ii, they sfaouj^ preWously 
agree in tl^ choice of a sov^^igja ; and they ac- 
cepted tb^ blood of two iiii|iopidar imnisters* 
i^jbdu th^ii? xoast^Vi withoiat besitation^ eoudemn- 
«d to the lions^ Tb^c^ furious but transient se* 
ditions M^re encoiH^aged by the Buocess.of Vita- 
iian,.whOj'.witb an army of Huns and Bulgarians, 
for thenikost part idolaters, declared himself the 
chanipion «f the catholic faith. In this pious re- 
bellion Jie dqpopujatefl Thrace, besieged Con- 
stantinople^ exterminated sixty-five thousand of 
hi^ fallow Christians, till be obtained the I'ecal 
of the bisAopfi, the 8ati$fa€tion of t|ie pdpe, and 
tbeestablishment of the council of Chalcadon, an 
orthodox treaty,. reluctantly signed l^ the dyii^ 
Anastasius, and inore ftiithfuily performed by the 
uncle of Justinian. And isuch was the event of 
the^rrf of the religious wars, which have been First reii. 
waged in the name, ^nd by the disciples, of the a?d. m4. 
GodofPeace.^ 

Justinian has been dready seen in the various Theoiogi. 
light of a prince, a conqueror, ^nd a lawgiver : ncte/and 

^ The general history, from the eeuncil of Chakedon to the death 
aiAaufasSmt mftjlie found in the Breviary 6f tiheratue, («« 14*19), 
tbe iaA fti)4 Ju4.1i^9 9i %v«criu«, the Afairtiract of the two b9okft of 
Thteodfxt Ihe ae«4er« the Act« oC the Sjno4«« and the Epistles of th^ 
]^)pnfil&tmdLAMi* vK Xhe sefU^ii eentiiuied with' some disocdmr in 
tha xyth4»A«vl<ih.t(n»es oCth^ Metmm S^^^tyiiief of TUkHMu^ 
And here 1 inti«t take leave (^ ever ofth^t incomparable guide-^whose 
higob7i«otett>afamMSb3r Hiemcr]]t8of«rttditton, dfligeoce, veracity^ 
and scntpidous minuteafss;* : He was prevea^hgr death Irfza com* 
pleting, as ^ desigae;^ t^e vlth oefitury of p:^ chl}rch.imdem9iFe^ 
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CHAP« 4.he tbeologkni* still remaiiis^, latid it aflgonfaan 
^J^iL «nfovourable pr^dice^ that bis thcolagy should 
goTern. foTin a vefy prominent fe^tum of his ponrtrait. 
"ttrtiotLi, '^^^ soverieign sympathiaffd i^rith* hi& subj/acts in 
A. D. 519- thi»ir siperatitipus ireverence /for, Uying^^and. de- 
parted mints; bis code^.^nd \w^ especially bis 
novels^ confinnoad eoiwge th«, privileges of the 
clergy ; mkd in every dispute b^tweeo^ a- wxmk 
and a layman, the partial juc^ waf^ iOQli^^ to 
pronounce, that truth, and innocomirefxaildi just- 
ice, were always on the sidq of tb^ cbjurob. 
In his public and private deyptions, tb^^^mg^or 
was assiduous and exemplary,;. )^s,pr£^€ff^ vi- 
gils, and fasts, displayed tbe.a^£(te|r^^{N^^Qce 
of a. monk ; bis fancy was .apiivs^d by tl^/bope, 
or. belief, of personal inspiralion,;. be had,9^cur- 
ed the patronage of th^ Virgin afid §t% jQ^&^ael 
the arcbai^l ; and his recovery fropi ^^ ^i^iiger- 
ous disease was ascribed to ib^ mirac^ou^, suc- 
cour of the boly martyrs CQsm^^w4^I)f(mian. 
The capital and the provinces pf |^e fl^^were 
decorated with the monumentStpfi j^^ ^^j^^'*'^ 
and, though the far greater part- CK^,^];ijQsQ.^stlj 
structure^ may be attributed to^Jl^is, j;a^(f ^ q^tf^n- 
tatioii, the zeal of jtb^ royal arcb^t.ee};.jiif as^proba- 
bly quickened by a genuine sezise,pfli]^eai24 gra- 
titude towards bis invisible benefactpif^^- vA^^°6 

* TiM fitiUil of the Anteeaotet of 'PrvictptOTii (c VI>!aiM'l9<#7,l9i)T 
' ^ith the learned remarks of AlemanniiQ, \» conftrmedr r«|ptf th«B 
contradfcted, 'by the AeCd of the Councils, thie feurthMoM W w^^j^HUs, 
and the complaints of the African Paoundus io his xiit|i bookr-de 
trfbus capitulis, '• cum videri doctus appetii Importune W\ spmUc 
* * neis quaestionibus ecclesiam turbat.^' See ^ocop. '4c^ Vefl. Odtk 
I. ili, c 35. '; , 

« Frocop. de Edificiis, 1. i, c. 6, 7, &c. pas&iK 
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the titles of imperkl griiatness, tWe name of Pious chap. 
was i^ost idefi^iiiff io bis car; to pTomote the tem-t xlvii. 
poral and jspirtual interest of the church, was the 
seriom business of his life ; am* t*e duty of fa* 
ther of Ms cbutitry ^as often sacrificed to that of 
defender of the faith. The controversies of the 
times were congenial to his temper and under-' 
standing i ahd the theological prrfessors must 
inwardtf der&fe the diligence of a stranger^ 
who tijftivated their art and neglected bis own. 
" What can ye fearj" said a bold conspirator to 
his ^delates, "from your bigoted tyrant? 
" Sleepless and unarmed he sits whole nights in 
" his- closet, debating with reverend grey-beards. 
" aiiid ^turning over the pages of ecclesiastical 
" volufiies:"'' Tlie fruits of these lucubrations 
were dfc^aytd in many a conference, where Jus* 
tiqtacn^ m%bt shine as tbe loudest and most sub- 
tle of the disputants, in many a sermon, which, 
under the name of edicts and epistles, proclaim* 
ed ^' the empire the theology, of their master. 
Whife* ^he barbarians invaded the provinces, 
wh&e the riitcttious legions marched under the 
bantref s of Belisariiis and Narses, the successor 
of Trajan, unKnown to the camp, was content 
to vdhqWsK at the head of a synod. Had he 
in^ted to these synods a disinterested and ra- 
tioml9pitm>€ft, Justinian might have learned, 
" f^a/? re?J%ipus controversy is the offspring of 

■•(^f^jS Wi»J«i «^i/X«»l9f f$ a$itri T^i^x^s rim ««^i wnlmv of^it vtf rtf 
V*'!'. iyf •'*> <ff;Cf'«'' •»'«»«»^«'«' «•* X^<f www >'»yM ffv-uhf tx»n. Pro- 
cop, de BeU. Ootk I, iii, c. 32. In the life of St. Eutychius, (apud 
Aleman, «d Procop* Arcain. c. 19), the same character is^vea with 
a desi|^ to praise Justiniiin, 
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CHAP. ** arrogance and folly; thai true piety is most 
XLViL M laudably eotDressed by siteice and submissioD 
** Viat man* ignorant oS his own nature^ shouU 
^* not presume to scrutinize tiie nature of his 
^ God ; and that it b sufficient for us to know, 
*< that power and benevolence are the perfect 
*• attributes of the Deity.*'^ 
HitpeiM- Toleraticm was not the virtue of the times, 

cution / 

and indulgence to rebels has sddom been tk 
virtue of princes. But when the prince de- 
scends to the narrow and peevish character of a 
disputant, he is easily provoked to soi^y i\i& 
defect of M'gument by the pltoitude of poirer, 
and to chastise without mercy the perrerse 
blindness of those who wilfulfy shut their eyes 
against the light of demonstration. The reign 
of Justinian was an uniform yet various scene 
of persecution ; and be appears to have surpass- 
ed his. indolent predecessors, both in tbe con- 
trivance of his laws and the rigour <rif tbf^ e!G& 
of here- cutlon. The insufficient ternx of three mo^hs was 
Assigned for the conversion or exife of all here- 
tics ;^ and if he still connived at their precarious 
stay, they were deprived, under his iron yoke, not 

• For tiiese wUe and moderate oentimenls, Ptoeopiui <de BeU 
Cotli. 1. i, c. 3) is scourged in the preface of Alemaimus, mhx> w^i 
him among the poHHeal ChristiaM— *«ed longe veriiis hJeresson omi* 
nm s^nUBos, prorsa8(|u« Atbeos*— flbomiiukWe Atfana|t wh» preithed 
the imitation of God*8 mercy to man, (ad Hist. Arcan. c 13V 

> This alternativd, a precious cicc^miBtatice, is preserved by Jobs 
Malala, (torn, ii, p. 63, edit. VeneU 1733), who Reserves more eredic 
as he draws towards his end. After numbering the heretics, Noto- 
rians, Eutycbians, Slc. ne cxpectent, says JustiDian, ut digaiTcoii 
judicentur : jubeihus,. enim ut . . . convilcti e% aperti haeretici justs 
et idonese animadversion! subjlciadtttr* Baronios copies and spplaoft 
this edict of the Code, (A. D. 527, N<». 39; 40^. 
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-only (rf^the benefits of society, but of the com- chap. 
•men birth-right of men and Christians. At the J^i:I!!u 
end of four hundred jrears, the Montariists of 
Phrygian still breathed the wild enthusiasm of 
perfectiDn and pi'ophecy, which they had imbib- 
ed from their male and female apostles, the q^e- 
cial organs of the Paraclctel On the approach 
-of the catholic priests and soldiers, thfey grasped 
■with alacrity the crown of martyrdom ; the con- 
venticle and the congregation perished in thfe 
ilames, but these priniitive fanatics were not ex- 
tinguished three hundred years after the death of 
their tyrant. Under the protection of the Gothic 
confederates, the church of the Arians at Con- 
stantinople bad braved the severity of the laws; 
their cjergy equalled the wealth and magnificence 
of the senate ; and the gold and silver which were 
seized by the rapa€h)us hand of Justinian might 
perhaps be claimed as the spoils of the provinces 
and the trophies of the barbarians. A secret of i»gani i 
remaant of pagans, who still lurked in the most 
refined and the most rustic conditions of mankind, 
excited the indignation of the Christians, who 
were perhaps unwilling that any strangei^ should 
be the witnesses of their intestine quarrels. A 
bis^hop was named as the inquisitor of the faith, 
and his diligence soon discovered in the court and 
city, the mftgistrates, lawyers, physicians, and so- 
phists, who still cherished the superstition of the 
Greeks* Thay were sternly informed that they 
must chdoie withoutdelay between the displeasure 

^ See. the character and principles of the Montanists, in Mosheiqi, 
^e Rebus Christ, ante Coostantinum, p. ilO.424. 
VOL. VIIU Y 
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CHAP, of Jupiter or Justinian, and that their averao 
J^J!l"U *^ ^^^ gospel could no longer Ije disguised und? 
the scandalous mask of indifference or impiet; 
The jmtrician Photius perhaps alone was resoli 
ed to live and to die like his ancestors: he a 
franchbed himself with the stroke of a da^ 
and left his tyrant the poor consolation of expos 
ing with ignominy the lifeless corpse of the fufi 
live. His weaker brethren submitted tothei 
earthly monarch, underwent the ceremony o 
baptism, and laboured, by their extraordioar 
zeal, to eraze the suspicion, or to expiate thf 
guilt, of idolatry. The jiatKe country ofHonier 
and the theatre of the Trojan war, still retained 
the last sparks of his mythology : by the care ol 
the sanc^e bishop, seventy thousand pagans were 
detected and converted in Asia^ Phrygia, Lydia, 
and Caria ; ninety-six churches were built fa 
the new proselytes ; jm^ linen vestments, bibleS| 
and liturgies, and verses of gold and silver, vers 
supplied by the piou^ njunifix^ence of Justiniafl! 
of J«wij The Jews, who had been gradually stiipp«i^ 
their immunities, were oppressed by a vexai 
tious law, which compelled them to fibsemth 
festival of Easter the same dfny on which it^ai 
celebrated by the Christians.' An^ tbeymigkl 

' Theophan. Chron. p. 153. John de Monophysitc Ijishop rf 
is a more authentic witness of this transaction « in which be 
himself employed by the emperor, j[^ssem^n. Bil?. Orieiit. io^i 
p. 85). 

• Compare Procopius (Hist. Arcan. r. 2fi, and Alenwn'? ^^ 
"With Theophanes, (Chron. p. 190). The council of Nice hasfe: 
ed the patriarch, or rather the astronomers, of Alexandria, »^^'' 
annual proclahiation of Eafter; and we ftill read, or rather «^< 
jBot read, many of the Paschal epistles of St. Cyril, Since the ro^ 
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coiQplain with the more reason^ since the catho- ohafv 
Jics themselves did not affree wkhlhe astrononai- ^^^^ 
cal calculations of their sovereign : the people of 
Constantinople delayed the beginning pf their 
Lent a whole week after it had been ordained 
by authority ; and thcjr had the pleasure of fast- 
ing seven days, while meat was exposed fof sale 
by the command of the emperor. The Samari- ^JJ*°^**' 
tans of Palestine* were a motley racist, ^n am- 
biguous §ect, rejected as Jews by the pagans, by 
the Jews as schismatics, an4 by the Christians 
as idolaters. The abomination of the oross had 
already been planted op their holy mount of 
Garizim," but .the persecution of Justinian of- 
fered only the alternative of baptism or rebel? 
lion. They, chose the latter : under the 3tand- 
ard of a desperate leader^ tliey rose in arm$i 
and retaliated their wrongs on the lives, the pro- 
perty, and the temples, of ^ defenceless people. 
The Samaritans were finally subdued by the -rer 
gular forces of the East ; twenty thousand w^re 
«lain, twenty thousand were sold by the Arabs to 
the infidels of Persia and India, and the i^emains 
of that unhappy nation atqaed for the crime of 
treason by the sin of hypocrisy. It has been com-? 

inonophytism in Egypt, the JcathoUcs were pcrplexe4 by such a fool- 
i^h prejudice as that which so long opposed, among the protestants, 
the reception of the Gregorian style. 

* For the religion .and histpry of the Sanjantans^ consult Basnagf ^ 
Ilistoire des Juifs, a learned and impartial work. 

" Sichem, Neapolis, Naplous, the ancient and modern seat of th« 
Samaritans, is situate in a valley between the barren Ebal, the moun- 
tain of cursing to the north, the fruitful Garizim^ or mountain of curs- 
ing to the south, ten or eleven hours travel from Jerusalem^ Sef 
Mauadrei, Journey from Alqjpo, &c. p. 59-63, 

y2 
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CHAP, puted that one bundred thousand Roman sob 
J^,y"^ jects were extirpated in the Samaritan war/ 
which converted the once fruitful province h 
a desolate and smoking wilderness. But in tit 
creed of Justinian^, the guilt of murder could d(^ 
be applied to the slaughter of unbelievers; arc 
he piously laboured to establish with fire dd 
sword the unity of the Christian faith/ 
Hif •rtho- With these sentiments, it was incumbent ot 

doxy. ' 

him, at least, to be always in the right. In tk 
first years of his administration, he signalized 
his zeal as the disciple and patron of orthodoij 
the reconciliation of the Greeks an4 Latins 
established the tome of St. Leo as the oreed of 
the emperor and the empire ; the Nestonan: 
and Eutychians were exposed, on either side 
to the double edge of persecution; and the four 
jsynods of Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, tsl 
Chakedon, were ratified by the code of a catho- 
lic lawgiver/ But while Justinian strove b 
maintain the uniformity of iaith and worship 
his wife Theodora, whose vices werfr not in- 
compatible with devotion, had glistened to At 

' Procrap. A^ecdot. c. 1^. Theophan. Chron. p. 152. John Jiilt'dt 
Chron. torn, ii, p. 62. I remember an observation, half phikBophicL, 
half superstitious, that the province wJuch had been .fniaed br tbe 
bigotry of Justinian, was the same throu^ which the. Mabeadas 
pen<^rated into the empire. j . : .- ^ 

' The expression of Procopius is remarkable: 9 yfiiin*if^ 
my$fttxtf unci, ifv yi /in rns «vri»^«Sirf it riXivviwrff «tv;^««if inut* AneodiA 
C.13. 

> See the Chronicle of Victor, p.32S, and the «rigliud evidesceot 
the laws of Justinian. During the first years of his reign, Barocic* 
himself is in extreme good humour with the emx>eroP» who courted 
the popes, till he got them into bis power. 
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monophysite teachers; and the open or clan* chap. 
destine enemies of the church revived and mul- ^^^"; 
tiplied at the smile of their gracious patroness. 
The capital, the palace, the nuptial bed, were 
torn by spiritual discord : yet so doubtful was the 
sincerity of the royal consorts, that their seeming 
disagreement was imputed by many to a secret 
and mischievous confederacy against the religion 
and happiness o{ their people.* The famous dis- The three 
pute of the three chapters^'* which has filled a!^^- 
more volumes than it deserves lines, is deeply ^*^ 
marked with this subtle and disingenuous spirit. 
It was now three hundred years since the body of 
Origeri* had be6n eaten by the worms : his soul, 
of which he held the pre-existence, was in the 
hands of its Creator, but his writings were eagerly 

* Precopius, Anecdot. c. 1%. Evagrius, I. iv, c. 10. If the ecclesi* 
astical ndver read the Secret historkin, tkeir eommon siispicioa provei 
at least the general hatred* 

^ On the subject of the three chapters, the original acts of the vth 
general couticii (if Constantinople supply much liseleis, t&bugh autheik* ^ 
tic, knowledge, <ConciL torn, vi^ p. 1*4^1 9)* The Greek Evagrius is 
less copious and correct (I. iv, c. 38) than the three zealous Afrieana, 
Pacundus, (in his twelve books, de tribus capitulis, which are most 
♦•orrectly published by Sirinond), Liberatusi (In his BreViariuxJi, c. 23^ 
23, 34), and Victor Tunnunensis in his Chronicle, Un torn, i, Antiq; 
L&ct Canisii, p. 330-334). The Liber Pontificalis, or Anastasius, (in 
Vigilio, Pelagio, &c.)> is original, ItaUan evidehce* The moderil 
reader will derire some information from Oupin (Bibiiot. Eccles. torn. 
V, p. 189-207) and Basnage, (Hist, de TEglise, torn, i, p. 619-^41); 
yet tlie latter is too firmly resolved to dejireciate the aiithority and 
character of the popes* 

' Origen had indeed- tec great a propensity to imitate the irX«Nr 
and ivfmfium of the old philosophers, (Justinian, ad Mennam, in 
Concil. torn, vi, p. 356). His moderate opinions were too repug- 
nant to ityc cead of the church i and he was found guilty of the heresy 
•(reason, 

YS 
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CHAP, perused by the monks of Palestine. In tLe 
n-n^gjt^^i. writings, the piercing ejre of Justinian descrie 
more than ten metapbysicart errors ; and th- 
primitive doctor, in the company of Pythagcr 
and Plato, was devoted by the clergy to tL' 
elernitT/ of hell-fire, which he had presumed t? 
deny. Under the cover of this precedent, 3 
treacherous blow was aimed at the councils 
Chalcedon. The fathers had listened witboi:: 
impatience to the praise of Theodore of SIoj" 
suestia;' and their justice or indulgence had re- 
stored both Theodoret of Cyrrhus^ and Ibasii 
Edessa, to the communion of the churcfi. Ba 
the chai-acters of these oriental bishops were 
tainted with th© reproach of heresy ; the first had 
been the master^ the two others were the friends 
of Nestorius : their most suspicious passages wer? 
accused under the title of the three chapters; aui 
the condemnation of their memory must invoke 
the honour of a synod, whose name was pr:- 
nounced with sincere or afifecied reverence bj tie 
catholic world. If these bishops, whether iiici- 
cent or guilty, were annihilated in the sleep i: 
death, they would not probably be awakened by 
the clamour, which after an hundred years wai 
raised over their gr^e. If they were already ia 
the fangs of the demon, their torments couMj 

•» Basna^ (Prffifbt. p. 11-14, ad torn, i, Antiq. Leet. Canls.) 
fairly weighed the guilt and innocence of Hfeodore of Mopsucs-i 
If he composed 10,000 volumes, as many errara would U I 
charitable allowance. In all the subsequent catalogues of heresitit)";, 
ht alone, without' his two brethren^ is included ; and it is the drtl 
of Asseman (liibliot. Orients toBfh iv, p. 203>207> to judtiff tif 
teitteDw. 



neither be aggravated nor assuaged By human CHA«>i 
Industry. If in the company of saints and an- 4^,^,4^^^. 
gels thej^ enjoyed the rewards of piety, they must 
have smiled at the idle fury of the theological 
insects who still crawled on the surface of the 
earth^^ The foremost of these insects, tiie em- 
peror of the Romans, darted his sting, and dis- 
tilled his venom, perhaps without discerning the 
true motives of Theodora and her ecclesiasticat 
faction. The victims were no longer subject to 
liis power, and the vehement style of his edicts 
could only proclaim their damnation, and invite 
the clergy of the East to join in a full chorus of 
curses and anathemas. The East, with some he- vth gene- 
sitation, consented to the voice of her sovereign : ndof con- 
the fifth gfeneral council, of three patriarchs and p^^jj*,*^, 
one hundred and sixty-five bishops, was held at 553, Majr 
Constantinople ; and the authors, as well as th6 
defenders, of the three chapters were separated' 
from the communion of the saints, and solemnly 
delivered to the prince of darkness. But the 
Latin churches Were more jealous of the honour 
of Leo and the synod of Chalcedon ; and if they 
liad fought as they usually did under the stand- 
ard of Rome, they might have prevailed in the 
cause of reason and humanity. JBut their chief 
was a prisoner in the hands of the enemy ; the 
throne of St. Peter, which had been disgraced 
by the simony, was betrayed by the cowardice, 
of Vigilius, who yielded, atfter a long and incon- 
sistent struggle, to the despotism of Justinian! 
and the sophistry of the Greeks. His apostacy 
provoked the indignation of the Latins, and nd 
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CHAP, more than two bishops could be found wlio 
XLvii. ^Q^^ impose their hands ob his deacon and suc- 



cessor Pelagius. Yet the perseverance of the 
popes insensiblj transferred to their adversaries 
the appeUotjon of schismatics : the Illyrian, Airl- 
can, and Italian churches^ were oppressed bjtltf 
ciril and ecclesiastical powers^ not without souk 
effort of military force ;* the distant harbariaos 
transcribed the creed of the Vatican, and in the 
period of a century, the schism of the three chap- 
ters expired in an obscure angle of the Yenetiaa 
province/ But the rej^^ous discontent of the 
Italians had already promoted the conquest of 
the Lombards, and the Romans themselves were 
accustomed to suspect the faith, and to detest 
the government, of their Byzantine tyrant 
Jwiti^an^ Justinian was neither steady nor consistent in 
A. rr. 564. the nice process of fixing his volatile opinioDsaDd 
those of his subjects. In his youths he was of- 
fended by the slightest deviation from the ortho- 
dox line ; in his okl age, he transgressed the 
measure of ten^rate heresy, and the Jacobite^. 
not less than the catholics, were scandalized by 

• See the complaints of Liberatus and Victor, and theexhortati»Bf 
of Pope Pelagius to the conqueror anif exarch of ftaly. Schiffi* 
.... per potestates publicaa- opprimatur, &c. (Coacil. torn. ^^^^ 
&c> An army was detained to suppress the sedition of an Ili/riancil^ 
2^ee Procopius, (dc Bell. Goth. 1. iv, c. %5>) : «v ^ inaM rfrn <»^' 
it 7Qf4rtm9t %Mfi*x9*'^»t' He seems to promise aa ecclesiastical histoC- 
It would have been eurious and impartiaL 

' The bisliops of the patriarchate of Aquileia Were reconciled If 
Pope Ilonortuff, A, D. 638i (Muratori, Annali dnuiia, torn, r, p 
37ff) ; but they itgain relapsed, and the schism was not fiaally eitif 
gulshed till 608-. Fourteen years before, the church of Spain ^ 
overlooked the vth general council with contemptuous sileace» (ui 
Concil. T«Ietau. in ConciL tonvvii, p^ 497-494)^ 
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his declaration^ that the body of Christ was in- chap, 
corruptible, and that his manhood was never ^^^"- 
subject to any wants and infirmities, the inherit- 
ance of our mortal flesh. This phantastic opi- 
nion was announced in the last edicts of Justiiu* 
an ; and at th^ moment of his seasonable depart- 
ure, the clergy had refused to subscribe, the 
prince was prepared to persecute^ and the peo- 
ple were resolved to suffer or resist. A bishop 
of Treves, secure beyond the limits of his power, 
addressed the monarch of the East in the \asi^ 
guage of authority and affection. ^^ Most gracious 
^' Justinian, remember your baptism and your 
" creed ! Let not your gray hairs be defiled with 
" heresy. Recal your fathers from exile^ and 
" your followers from perdition. You cannot 
^* be ignorant, that Italy and Gaul, Spain and 
" Africa, already deplore your fall, and anathch 
" matize your name. Unless, without delay, 
" you destroy what you have taught ; unless jou 
*' exclaim witli a loud voice, I have erred, I have 
•* sinned, anathema to Nestorius,, anathema to 
" Eutyches, you deliver your soul to the same 
" flames in which thei/ will eternally buni." He 
died and made no sign.' His death restored ia 
some degree the peace of the church, and the 
reigns of his four successors, Justin, Tiberiiis, 

« Kicetius bishop of Treves, (Concil. torn. vi\ p, 511-513) : ho him- 
self, like most of the Gallican prelates, (Gregor. Epif;t. 1. vii, ep. 6, 
in Concil. torn, vi, p. 1007), was separated from the communion of 
the four patriarchs by his refusal to condemn the three chapters. Ba« 
ronius almost pr^nouaces the damnation of Justlnjlan, (Jl, D. ^65» 
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CRAP. Maurice, dnd PhocaSj, are distinguished by a rare. 
^, , >„ „*, though fortimate, vacancy in Ihe ec^lesiosticd 

history of the East> 
MthcUte ^^^ faculties of sense and reason are least cz- 
cootro- pftble of acting on themselves ; tfee eye is mojl 
A. D.*«99. inaccessible to the sight, the soul to the thoiight: 
yet we think, and even feel, that one will, a stle 
principle of action, is essentia) to a rational acd 
conscious being. When Haraclius returned from 
the Persian war, the orthodox hero consulted hii 
bishops, whether the Christ whout he adored, 
of one person, but of two natures, vi^as actuated 
by a single or a double will. They replied m the 
singular, and the emperor was encouraged to hope 
that the Jacobites of Egypt and Syria might be 
reconciled by the profession of a doctrine, most 
dertainly harmless, and most probably true, fiince 
it was taught even by the Nestorians them- 
selves.' The experiment was tried without ef- 
fect, and the timid or vehement catholics con- 
demned even the semblance of a retreat in the 
presence of a subtle and audacious enemy. TLe 

' ^ After relating the last heresy of Justinian, (I. iv» c. 39, 40, 41). 
and the edict of his successor, (1. v, c. 3)» the remaindec of the histo- 
ry of Evagrius is filled With civil, instead of ecclesiastical, events. 

* This eztraordinaiy, and perhaps inconsistent, doctdne of tbe 
Nestorians, had been obf^erved by Ija Croze, (Christianisme des lodes, 
torn, i, p. 19, 20), and is tnore fully exposed by Abulpharagius, ^B.- 
bliot. Orient, torn, ii, p. S92; Hist Oynast. p. 91, vers. Latin. Fo- 
cock), and Asseman himself, (torn, iv, p. 218). They seem ignorart 
that they might allege the positive authority of the ecthesis. '0/m*« 

(the common reproach of the Monopby sites,) ^oohXrfutr* rturmyufta 
w troXfinn, rmavrMv h rmvrt Buimat rmt • • • . ?t/» ^^actncm^ m\tii< 
{^uckL tom. vii, p. 205). 
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>i:*thodox (the prevailing) party detised n^ew c^*ap. 
nodes of speech, and argument, and interpreta- ^,^^^C* 
:iQn : to either nature of Christ, they speciously 
ipplied a proper and distinct energy ; but the 
iifference was no bnger visible when they al- 
.o\%^ed that the htfiiian and the divine will were 
invariably the same.'' The disease was attend- 
gd with the customary syniptcitns ; bi*t the Greek 
clergy y as if satiate with the endless con troversy^i 
of the incarnation, instilled a healing counsel in- 
to the ear of the prince Arid people. They de- 
clared themselves monothelites, (asserters of 
the unity of will); but they treated the words as 
new, the questions as superfluous ; and recom- 
mended a religious silence as the mtost agreeable^ 
to the prudence and charity of the gospel. This t^^/^^^f- 
law of silence was successively mapiosed by theraciius, 
ecthem or exposition of Heraclius^r the type or ^*e typ^^* 
model of his grandson Constans-/ and the im- >^^°'*' 
perial edicts were subscribed with alacrity or re- a. D:64a 
luctance by the four pat riarelis of Roine, Con- 
stantinople, Alexandria^ and Atitioch. But thfe- 
|>ishap and monks of Jerusalem sounded the 
alarm : in the language, or even in the silence, 
of the Greeks, the Latin chui^ches detected a la- 

* See the orthodoic faith invPetavuis, (Dogmata Theolog. toBU v» , ^ 
1. ix, c. 6-10, p. 433->447) : all the depths of this controversy arc 
dounded in the Cireek dialogue between Maximus andPyrrhus, (ad 
calcem, torn, viii, Annal. Baron, p. 755-794), which relates a real con* 
feience, and produced as a sfaort>]ived conversion. 

* Impiissimam ecthesim .... scelerosum typum (Concil.tom, vii, 
p. 366) diabolicae operationis genimina, (fors. gerriiina, or else the 
Greek 7tvn/ce«<ra, in the original, Concil. p. S63, 364)^ are the express 
sions of the xviiith anathema. The epistle of Pope Martin to Aman« 
du8, a Gallican bishop, stigmatizes the Moncthelites andf their bere«?y 
i*h equal virulence, (p. 3P!?). 
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CHAP, tctit heresy : and the obedience of Pope Hono- 
^^^^^^ rius to the commands of his sovereign was re- 
tracted and censured by the bolder ignorance of 
his successors. They condemned the execrable 
and aliominable heresy of the Monothelttes, who 
revived the errors of Manes, Appollinaris, Eu- 
tyches> &c.; they signed the sentence of excom- 
munication on the tomb of St. Peter; the ink was 
mingled with the sacramental wine, the blood 
of Christ; and no ceremony was omitted that 
could fill the superstitious mind with horror 
and afinght. As the representative of the west- 
em church. Pope Martin and his JLateEan sy- 
nod anathematized the perfidious and guilty si- 
lence of the Greeks ; one hundred and five bi- 
shops of Italy, for the most part the subjects of 
Constans, presumed to reprobate his wicked 
type and the impious ecihesis of his grandfather, 
and to confound the authors and their adherents, 
with the twenty-one notorious heretics, the apos- 
tates from the church, and the organs of the de- 
vil. Such an insult under the tamest reign could 
oot pass with impunity. Pope Martin ended his 
days on the inhospitable shore of the Tauric 
Chersonesus, and his oracle, the abbot Maxi- 
muSy was inhumanly chastised by tlie amputa- 
tion of his tongue and his right hand.™ But 
the same invincible spirit survived in their suc- 
sessors, and the triumph of the Latins avenged 

* The mifferiiigs of Martin and Maumus are dcKribcd with 
pathetic simplicitj in the original letters and acts, (CoddL torn, vii, 
p. 68-78. Bacon. Anpal. Ecdes. A. D. 666» K*. 2,ct aniMW aobse- 
qncnt.). Yet the chastisement of their diaohadiencpt iCifM and ^ttfmwH 
Afcjr^Mf , had been pierioasiy announced in the Type of ConataBB, 
(ConciL Uml Tii, p. 240). 
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their recent defeat, and obliterated the dbgrace chap. 
of the three chapters. The svnods of Rome were ^^^^'- 
confirmed by the sixth generalcQuncil of Constan- vith ge- 
tinople, in the palace and the presence of a new ^^i,. 
Constantine, a descendant of Heraclius. The J,^ of 
royal convert converted the Byzantuie pontiff and tioopie, 
a majority of the bishops ;" the dissenters, with ^©^ t^' 
their chief, Alacarius of Antioch, were condemn- ^ *>• ^\^ 

Sept. 20. 

ed to the spiritual and temporal pains of here*- 
sy ; the East condescended to accept the lessons 
of the West ; and the creed was finally settled, 
which teaches the catholics of every age, that 
two wills or energies are harmonized in the per^ ^ 

son of Christ. The majesty of the pope and the 
Roman synod was represented by two priests, 
one deacon, and three bishops ; but these obscure 
Latins had neither arms to compel, nor treasures 
to bribe, nor language to persuade ; and I am 
ignorant by what arts they could determine the 
lofty emperor of the Greeks to abjure the cate- 
chism of his infancy, and to persecute the reli- 
gion of his fathers. Perhaps the monks and peo- 
ple of Constantinople'' were favourable to the 
'Lateran creed, which is indeed the least favour- 
able of the two : and the suspicion is counte- 
\ 

Eutjeh|qt {Annal. torn. U, p. 368) most erroneously supposes that 
the 124 bishops of the Roman synod transported themselves to <Soa- 
stantinople; and by adding them to the 168 Greeks, thus composer 
the tvth eoinictl of 299 fathers. 

* The Monothelita Conctans was hated by all %m tm 'ftt-jtrm <saj« 
Theophanes, Chron. p. 292) tfet^ttr^ *^^^ «"«(« *»rrtn. When the 
Monothelltettionk^led'iff his jnirade, the people shouted, • Xmn 
*nfi0nnf (Concil. torn, vii, pw 1032). But this was a natural and 
transient emotion « and 1 much<fear that the IsHtcr is an antidpatioa 
of pr^iodozy ta the good p^Ie of Constantinople. 
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XL VI I 

>.w.v*^.\ <'*lergy, who appear in this quarrel to be con* 
scious of their weakness. While the synod de 
bated, a fanatic proposed a more summary deci- 
sion, by raising a dead man to life : the prelates 
assisted at the trial, but the acknowledged failure 
may serve to indicate, that the passions and pre- 
judices of the multitude were not inlisted ontk 
^ide of the Monotbelites. In the next generation, 
when the son of Constantine was deposed and 
slain by the discijUe of Macarius, they tasted the 
ieast of revenge and dominion: the ima^e or mo- 
nument of the sixth council was defaced, and the 
original acts were committed to the flames. But 
in the second year, their patron was cast headlong 
from the throne, the bishops of the East were 
released from their occasional conformity, the 
Roman faith was more firmly replanted by the 
orthodox successors of Bardanes, and the fine 
problems of the incarnation were forgotten in tk 
more popular and visible quarrel of the worship 
of images.** 
fh'e Greek Bcforc tlic end of the seventbcentury, thecreed 
and Latin of the incarnation, which had been defined at 
Rome and Constantinople, was uniformly preach- 
ed in the remote islands of Britain and Ireland,^ 

P The history of 7nonotheUti»in may be found ia the Acts of the 
Syneds of Rome, (torn, vii, p. 77-31>5, 601^08} avd Constantinople. 
(p. 60S)-14?9). Baronlus extri^cted some original documenU Ccoa 
the Vatican library; and his chronology j« .rectified by the diligenc: 
«>f Pagi. Even Dupin (Bibiiotheque Eccles. torn, vi, p. 57-71) iM 
Basnage (Hi8t. de TEglise, torn, i, p. 541^55) afifurd a tolerable a- 
bridgmcnt. 

*> In the Lateran synod of 679» Wilfrid, an Anglo*SaToo biihop, 
«Tibscribed pro omni Aquilonati parte Britannia) et Hibcrnis, q'i:t 
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the same ideas were entertained, or rather chap 
the same words were repealed, by all the Christ- ^"^^^"^ 
ians whose liturgy was performed in the Greek 
or the Latin tongue* Their ntiml^ers, and visir 
ble splendour, bestowed an imi>erfect claim to the 
appellation of catholics : but in the East, they 
were marked with the less honourable name of 
Ikfelchites or royalists f of men, whose faith, in* 
stead of resting on the basis of scriptive, reason, 
or tradition, had been established, and was still 
maiataiqed, by the arbitrary power of a tempo* 
tbI monarch. Their adversaries might allege 
the words of the fathers of Constantinople, who 
profess themselves the slaves of the l^ng; and 

ab Anglorym ct Brittoniim, necQon Scotorum et Pictorura gentibus 
colebantur,' (Eddius, in Vit. St. Wilfrid, c. SJ, apud Pagi, XIriiica, 
torn, iii, p. 88). Theodore (inagnae insulse Britannipe archi^piscopup 
et philosophus) vas long expected at Rome, (Concil. torn, vii, p, 
714) ; but he ooiiitented himself with holding (A. D. 680) his provin- 
cial synod of Hatfield, in wbtcb he received thie decree* of Pope Matf-.* 
tin and the first Lateran council against the Monothelites, (Condi, 
torn, vli, p. 597, •$«;.)• Theodore, a monk of Tarsus in Ciliaia, had 
bten named to ^he primacy qf Britain by Pop? VitaUan, (A. D. 6(J8, 
see Baronius and Pagi), whose esteem for his leiirning and piety wap 
tainted by some distrust of his n;itional character — ^ne quid contrari- 
4im veritatt fidei» Graecorum more* in ecclesiam cui prssesset intro* 
ducer^t. The Cicllian was sent from Home to Canterbury under the 
tuition of an African guide, (Bedae Hist. Eccles. Anglorunci, I. iv, c* 
]). He adhered to the Roman doctrine ; and the same creed of the 
incarnation has been finiformly transmitted ftqr^ Theodore to the 
modern primates, whose sound understanding is perhaps seldom ea« 
gaged with that abstruse mystery. 

' This name, unknown till the xth century, appears to be of Sy^ 
riac origin. It w^s invented by the Jsicobites, and ea^rly adopted 
by the Nestorians and Mahometans; but it was accepted without 
shame by the catholics, and i^ frequently used in the Annals of Euty- 
chius; (Asseman. Bibliot. Orient, tom.ii, p. 507, &.C.; torn, iii, p- 355p 
Ilenaudot, Hist. Patriarch. Alexandrin. p. 119). ^Hfnig'hitUi m BttrtT 
A««f, was the acclamatio.n of tjibc 5||thers oj Ci>,nstantinople, (ConciK 
\om, vii, p. 765)) 
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CHAP, thejr might relate, with malicious Joj, how tb 
XLVH. decrees of Chalcedon had been inspired and re- 
formed by the emperor Marcian and bis vir^ 
bride. The prevailing faction will naturally h- 
culcate the duty of submission, nor is i| less na- 
tural that dissenters should feel and assert tk 
principles of freedom. Under the rod of pene- 
cution, the Nestorians and Monophj^^ites dege- 
nerated into rebels and fugitives ; and the mosi 
ancient and useful allies of Kome were taught to 
consider the emperor not as the chiefs but as the 
enemy, of the Christians. Lang^age» the lead- 
ing principle which unites or separates the tribes 
of mankind, soon discriminated the sectarffis of 
the East, by a peculiar and perpetual bad^ 
which abolished the means of intercourse wd the 
Pcrpttiui hope of reconciliation. The long domini(Mi of 
TZ"^ the Greeks, their colonies, and, aLve alV.thci: 
.*"*^ *"*••• eloquence, had propagated a languag^e doubtles 
the most perfect that has been contrived Iff tbe 
art of man. Yet the body of the people^ botli b 
Syria and Egypt, still persevered in the use d 
their national idioms ; with this difierenqe how- 
ever, that the Coptic was confined to the rude aoJ 
illiterate peasants of the Nile, while th^ Sjriac/ 
from the mountains of Assyria to the RedSea^was 
adapted to the higher topics of poetry and argu- 

■ The Syriac, which the natives revere as the primitive langusg^. 
was divided into three dialects.— -The Arantmant as 'it waa refined t 
Edessa and the cities of Mesopotamia. 2. The PtduHnB^ which w 
used in Jerusalem* Damascus, and the rest of Syria. S. The X*- 
hatkmaHf the rustic idiom of the mooMains of Assyria and the Til- 
lages of Irak* (Grpgor. Abnlpharag. Hist. Dynast, p. 11), Oa ib« 
£yriac, see Ebed. Jeau, (Asseman. torn, iii, p. 326» &c.), whose pr> 
judice alone could prefer it to the Arabic 
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teenti Armenia and Abyssinia were infected by chap. 
the speech or learning of the Greeks ; and their ^^^"' 
barbaric tongues, which had been revived in the 
studies. of modern Europe, were unintelli?;ible to 
the inhabitants of the Roman empire. The Sy- 
riac and the Coptic, the Armenian and the Ethi- 
opic, are consecrated in the service of their re- 
spective churches ; and tlieir theology is enrich- 
ed by domestic versions* both of the scriptures 
and of the most popular fathers. After a period 
of thirteen hundred and sixty years, the spc^rk of 
controversy, first kindled by a sernK)n of Nesto- 
rius, still burns in the bosom of the East, and the 
hostile communions still maintain the faith and 
discipliile of their founders. In the most abject 
state of ignorance, poverty, and servitude, the 
NestOTians and Monophysites reject the spiritual 
supremacy of Rome, and cherish the toleration of 
their Turkish masters, which allows them to ana- 
thematize, on one hand,' St. Cyril and the, synod 
of Ephesus ; on the other. Pope Leo and the 
council of Chalcedon. The weight whidi they 
cast into the downfal of the eastern empire de- 
mands our notice ; and the reader may be amus- 
ed with the various prospects of, I. Tlie Nesto- 
rians. II. The Jacobites.^ III. The Maronites. 



' I shall not enrich my ignorance with tl^e spoils of Simon, Walton, 
Mill, Wetstein, Aasemanntis, I^udolphus, La Croze, whom I have 
consulted with aome care. It appears, 1. Tkatj of all the versions 
which are celebrated by the fathers, it i^ doubtful whether any are 
now extaht In their pristine integrity. 2. Thaf the Syriac has the best 
claim ; and that the consent of the oriental sects is a proof that i.^ 
more ancient than their schisna. 

* On the account of the Monophysites and Nestorians, 1 am deeply 

indebted to the Bibliotheca Orientalis Clementino-Vaticana of Joseph 

VOL. VIII. Z ^»™o^ 
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CHAP. IV. The Armenians. V. The Copts; anti 
xLvii. yj Yjj^ Abyssimans. To the three former, ik 
Syriac is common ; but of the latter, each i& dis- 
cruBinated by the use of a national idionu Yet 
the modern natives of Armenia and Abyssinia 
would be incapable of convei:$ing with tbeir ao- 
cestors ; and the christians of £^pt and Syris. 
who rqect the religion, have .adopted the lan- 
gvagej of tlie Araliians. The }apse of ^time ba? 
seconded the sacerdotal arts ; and in tlie East 
as well as in the West, the Deitj^is addiressedin 
an obsolete tongue, unknown to the rmajoritycl 
the congregation. 
lThcNsi. I, Both in his native - and his episco|«l pro- 
ToftuMB, yjjj^^^ ^jj^ heresy of the unfort\uiate Nesti^n^ 
Was speedily obliterated. Tl>e oriental, bishops* 
who at Ephcsus had resisted to bis face^^he ar- 
rogance of Cyril, were mollified by his tardy con- 
cessions. The same prelates, or their successons 
subscribed, not without a murmur, the* decrees 
of Chalcedon ; the power of the Moiiopby$iti'> 
reconciled them with the catholics in ^liie con- 
formity of passion, of interest, and ins^n^I|Hitj<H' 
belief; and their last reluctant sigbM^aS/breai^cti 
in the defence of the tliree chapters*: Their Ab- 
senting brethren, less moderate, or more sincere, 
were crushed by the penal laws ; and as early ai 

Simon Assemannus. That learned Maronite was despatched m th 
year 1715, by Pope Clement XI» to visit the monasteries of tct 
and Syria in search of MSS. His four folio volumes, putdishedr 
Uonie in 17 19-1 728* contain a part only, though perhaps the »ci 
< valuable, of his extensive project. As a native and as a scholar, h 
possessed the Syriac literature ; a»d* though a dependant of Rom?) 
he wishes to be moderate and candid. 
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the reifiii of JustiniaD, it became difficult to fincl a CH af. 

XL VI I 

church of Nestorians within the limits of the / 
Roman empire. Beyond those limits they had 
discovered a new worid, in which they might 
hope for liberty, and' aspire to conquest. In 
Persia, notwithstanding the resistance of the Ma- 
gi, Christianity had struck a deep root, and the 
nations of the East reposed under its salutary 
shade. The calholic, or primate, resided in the 
capital : in his synods, and in their diocesses, his 
metropolitans, bisliops, and clergy, represented 
the pomp and honour of a regular hierarchy : 
they rejoiced in the increase of proselytes, who 
were converted from the Zendavesta to the 
Gospel, from the secular to the > monastic life; 
and their zeal was stimulated by the presence 
of an artful and formidable enemy. The Per- 
sian church had been founded by the mission- 
aries of Syria; and their language, discipline, 
and doctrine, were closely interwovai with its 
original frame. The catholics were elected 
and ordained by their own suffragans ; but 
their' filial dependence on the patriarchs of An- 
tioctv n attested by the canons of the Oriental 
church:* • In the Persian school of Edes- 

' See the Arabic canons of Kice in the translation of Abraham £c* 
chelensis, N». 37, 38, 39, 40 ; Concil. torn. ii. p. 335, 336, edit. Venet. 
These vulgar titles, Nicene and Arabic, are boih apocryphal. Th« 
council of Nice enacted no more than twnty c^i^ns, (Theodoret, Hist, 
Eccles. L i, c 8) ; and the remainder, f«¥enty or eighty, were collated 
from the synods of the Greek churclu The Syriac edition of Maruthaa 
is no longer extant, CAsseman. Bibliot. Oriental, torn, i, p. 195; torn. 
. Ui, p. 74), and the Arabia version is marked with many recent inter- 
polations. Yet tl^is cod6 contains many cttrious' relics of ecclesiastical 
discipline ; and sin^ e it is equally rercred by all the eastern con?- 
munions, it was probably finished before the schism of ihe Nestorians 
Hnd Jacobites, (Fabric. Bibliot. Grsec- torn xl, p. 363--367). 

Z2 
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CHAP, sa/ the rising generations of the faithful fanUberi 
^''^'^- their theological idiom ; they studied in tbe Syriac 
version the ten thousand volames of Theodore of 
Mopsuestia, and they revered thi apostolic faith 
and holy martyrdom of his disciple ^estorios, 
whose person and langiiagewereieqftaltyiuiLDOwn 
to the nations beyond the Tigris, ^he^first in- 
delible lesson of Ibas, bishop of Edtessa,'* taught 
them to execrate the EgyptkLns^-Whi^^iii tbe sy- 
nod of EphesnSy had impionsly c6nf6iiMei the 
two natures of Christ. The flight of ibe'nuMer^ 
and scholars, who were twice ex^Iled from die 
Athens of Syria, disp^^ed a croWd oP missiofl- 
aries, inflamed by the double zeal 6f reHjgianaQd 
revenge. AndtherigidunityoflbheMbii6|)hysites. 
who, under the reigns of ZenoandAniistslsifi^,!!^ 
invaded the thrones of the East, pro^d&ed their 
antagonists, in a land of freedom, to avaw a mo- 
ral, rather than a physical, utii(»i of the! two per- 
K^ sons of Christ. Since the first preachiftg'of tbe 

gospel, the Sasanian kings beheld, with 'to eye of 
suspicion, a race of aliens and apostates, ^o had 
embraced the religion, and who ihight fa¥imr the 
cattse,ofthe hereditary foes of theirconntry. The 
royal edicts had often prohibited their danger- 
ous correspondence with the Syrftin clergy; the 
progress rf the schism was grateful ^to^ the jea- 
lous pride of Perozcs ; and he HitenefflfcA'thc elo- 
quence of an artful prelate, who paiiited Nesto- 

7 Theoddr« tbe reader (1. ti, c* 5, 49rttd ^ealecm:|Iisfcj Bedtt.) kr 
snikMd this Penian sdiMlof Eifewb Its aacteiift ««^adov, wd 
fke two tma of ita downfaU (A* 1%. 481 and 489), are clear]j di»- 
luvwd by AsMmanni, (BibMoHb Oriimt. torn, u, p^HKttf jitr p* S^> 
378; iT,pb 70, »2iV 
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rids as ike friend of Persia, and ittged kim to se» ghaf. 
cure the fidelity of his Christian subjects, by grant* ^^^!3IL 
ing* a just preference to the victims and oa^nies 
of the Roman tyrant. The Nestorians compos- 
ed a large majority of the clergy and people: they 
were encooraged by the smile, and armed with 
the swon)» of despotism ; yet many of their weak* 
er brethren were startled at the thought of leak- 
ing loose from the communion of the Christian 
worU, and the blood of seven thousan i seven 
huBdredMoni^fay^tes or catholics, confirmed the 
uniformity of faith und discipline in the churches 
of Persia.' Their ecclesiastical institutions are 
distinguidied by a liberal principle of reason, or at 
least of policy : the austerity of the cloister was 



relaxed a»d gradually forgotten ; houses of charity •oie i 
were endowed for the education of orphans and Ptaia, 
foundlinjg^ ; the law of celibacy, so forcibly re* ^^^ ^^* 
commended to the Greeks and Latins, was dis- 
regarded by the Persian clergy; and the number 
of the elect was multiplied by -die public and re- 
itearated nuptials of the priests, the bishops, and 
evei|; the patriarch himself. To. this standard of 
natural and religious freedom, myriack of fugi- 
tives resorted from all the provinces of the east- 
ern empire : the narrow bigotry of Justinian was 
punished by the emigration of his most indus- 
trious- subjects; they transported into Persia the 

* A'dissfcitation on the state of the Kestorians has swelled id the 
hands of Assemanni to a folio volume of 950 pages, and his learned 
reaeaFcfaes are digested in. the i&ostlnddorderitr Besides this inh vo- 
lume oi tke BMioAeea OriaitidUt the extvacta in Ifet three preceding 
temen (torn. U p« #03; iit» P> 331«463; in. 6i«70, j;79*3ed« &€. 
403-408» ^SO^SS^ may be usefuUy consulted. 

Z3 
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CHAP, arts both of peace and war : and those who de- 
served the favour, were promoted in the service, 
of a discerning monarch. The arms of Nushir- 
van, and his fiercer grandson, were assisted^ 
with advice, and money, and troops, by the 
desperate sectaries, who still lurked in tJieir na- 
tive cities of the East ; their zeal was rewarded 
with the gift of the catholic churches : but when 
those cities and churches were recovered by He- 
raclius, their open profession, of treason and he- 
resy compelled them to seek a refi^ in the 
realm of their foreign ally. But the seeming 
tranquillity of the Nestorians was often endan- 
gered, and sometimes overthrown. They were 
involved in the common evils of oriental despot- 
ism : their enmity to Ron^ could not always 
atone for their attachment to the gospel : and a 
colony of three hundred thousand Jacobites, the 
captives of Apamea and Antioch, was permit- 
ted to erect an hostile altar in the face of the 
ratholic, and in the sunshine of the court. In 
his last treaty, Justinian introduced some con- 
ditions which tended to enlarge and fortify the 
toleration of Christianity in Persia. The em- 
peror, ignorant of the rights of conscience, was 
incapable of pity or esteem for the heretics who 
denied the authority of the holy synods : but be 
flattered himself that they would gradually per- 
ceive the temporal benefits of union with the 
empire and the church of Rome ; and if he fail- 
ed in exciting their gratitude, h^ might hope to 
provoke the jealousy of then' sovereign. In a 
later &ge, the Lutherans' have been burnt at 
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Paris OBd protected in Germany, by tbe super- chap. 
stitioR and policy of tbe most Christian king. ^i-vii, 
Tbe desire of gaining souls for God, and sub- Their mis- 
jects for the cbnrek» has excited in every age the t^^, 
diligence of the Christian priests* From^ the cpn- indi«, cw- 
<iu.est of Persia they carried their spiritual arms A.D.5bo- 
-to the north) the east, and the soutli ; and the ^*^- 
sinapHoity of the gospiel was fashioned (uid paint* 
•ed with the colours of the Syriac theology. In 
the a&th c^ntury^ according to the report of a 
Nestoria» traveller,' CfarJistiiinity was success- 
fully preached to the Bactrians, the Huns, the 
Persians, 'the Indians, the Persarmenians, the 
Medes^ and the JBiamites: the barbaric churches, 
from the gulf of Persia to the Caspian se^ were 
abnoat infinite; and their recent faith was conspi- 
cuous in the number and sanctity of their monks 
and martyrs. The pepper coast of Malabar, and, 
the isles of the ocean, Socotora and Ceylan, were 
peopled with an increasing multitude of Christ- 
ians, and the bishops and clergy of those seques- 

* See the Topographia Christiana ofCosmas, surnamed Indicople. 
ustes, ot tbe Indian navigator; I. iii, p. 178, 179; I. xi, p. 387* 
The entire work, of which some curious extracts may he found in 
Photius, (Cod. xxxvi, p. 9, 10, edit. Hoeflchel) ; ThevenoC, (iu the 
1st Part of bis Rielations des Voyages, &c.)» and Fabricius (Bfbiiot. 
Graec. U iii, c* 25^ torn, ii, p. 603-617), has been published by father 
Muntfaucon at Paris 1707, in the Nova CoIIectio Patrum, (tom. ii, 
p. 113*3463. It was the design of the author to confute the impious 
heresy tx^ those -who maintain that the earth is a globe, and not a fiat 
oblong tabic, as it is represented in the Scriptures, (1. ii,'p. 139). But 
the nonsense of the monk is mingled with the practical knowle'dge oi' 
the trsVelItE3r,'Wh(» perfurmed his voyage A. D. 522, and publiahcd hi« 
book at Alei(^ndrla, A. D. 547, (I. ii, p. 140, 141 ;. Mont Aiucon, ^ 

Praefat. c. 2). The Nestorianism of Cosmas, unknown to bis learned 
editor, wfts detected by La Croie, (Christlanisme des Indes, toMt i, 
p. 40*^5), and. is conirmed by Assenmnni, (Bibiiot. Qrie«t. torn, iv, 
p. 605, 606), 
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CHAP, tered regions derived tbeir ofdiniitkm fron tb 
^^V oithaik of Babyloo. In a sttlMeqimit age, the 
zeal of tke Ncstoriaiis overle^)^ the MmHs whidi 
had confised.the aroUtioti and cnirioaiiy bolb d 
the Greeks aad Peniatts. llie saissiMfaries of 
Bakh and Samarcand pursued witbMit fear the 
footsteps of tlie roving Tartar, and inonuated 
themselyes jnto the camps of the valleys of Inam 
and the banks ok' the Selinga* They exposed a 
metapfajsical creed to those illiterate shcfAods: 
to those sanguinary warriors, th^F recommeided 
humanity and repose. Yet a khan, whose power 
they vainly magnified, is said to have tOC^v^^ .ot 
their hands the rites of biqitism, and even 4^ or- 
dination ; and the fame of Presto or Prei/^kr 
Jdhn^ has long amused the credulity of Europe. 
The royal convert was indulged in the uae of a 
portable altar ; but he despatched an eubessT to 
the patriarch, to inquire bow, in the season of 
Lent, he should abstain from animal food, aod 
how he might celebrate the Eucharist in a desert 
that produced neither com nor wine* In their 
progress by sea and land, the Nestorians ot- 
tered China by the port of Canton and the 
northern residence of Sigan. Unlike the se- 
nators of Rome, who assumed with a smile the 

^ In its long progress to MosuJ, Jerusalem, Ronoe, &c. the stor; 
of Prester John evaporated in a monstrous fable, of which some f&i- 
tures have been borrowed from the Lama of Thibet, (Hist. Gcnealo- 
gique des Tartai'es, p. il» p. 42 ; Hist de Gengiscan, p. 31« Ac), aoi 
were igoorantly transferred by the Portuguese to the emperor of Abjs> 
•inia» (Ludolph. HUt. ^thiop. Comment. L ii, c 1). Yet it is pio> 
bablt that in the »(h and xiith centuries, Nestoriah Christiam^ wss 
professed ia the hord of Keraites, (d'Herbelatj p. t^, S15, 969. 
Assemanniy torn. !▼» p. 46S-^(H). 



OF THE BOMAli SMMIIS. 8A^ 

oliaracters of priests ttiid ^ugfcrSj the manda* chap. 
ring, who affect in public the reason of ^pMWo- ^^^^ 
phers, are deroted in private to every mode of 
popular superstition.' They dieri^ed and they 
confounded the god« of Patestiiie and of India ; 
but tlie pTdfMgation of Christianity a'wakened, 
the jedlouBy^of the state, and after a short vicis- 
situde of favour and persecution, the foreign sect 
expired Sn ignomnce and oblivion.'' Under the 
reign^^^the caliphs, the Nestorian church was dif- 
fused from China to Jerusalem and' Cyprus ; and 
their ilumbers, with those of the Jacobites, were 
conipmted to surpass the Greek and Latin com^ 
raunionis.* Twenty-five metropolitans or arch- 
bishops composed their hierarchy, but several of 
these were dispensed, by the distance emd dan* 
ger of the way, from the duty of personal attend* 
ance, on the easy condition that every six years 
they should testify their faith and obedience to 
the catholic or patriarch of Babylon, a vague ap- 
pellation, which has been successively applied to 
the royal seats of Seleucia, Ctesiphon, and Bag- 
dad* These remote branches are long since 

* The Christlatuty of China, betw^eh the seventh and the thir- 
teenth c^tury, is invincibly proved by the consent of Chinese, Ara^ 
bian, Syriac, and Latin evidence, (Asseroanni, Biblioth. Orient, torn, 
iv, p. 502-552. Mem. de TAcademie des Insoript. torn, xxx, p. 
802-819), The inscription of Siganfu, which describes the fortune* 
of the Nestorian church, from the first mission, A. D. 636, to the 
current year tSl", is accused of forgery by La Croze, Voltaire, Ac. 
who become the dupes of their own cunning, while they are afraid of 
a Jesuitical fraud. 

^ Jacobitae et Nestorlanie plures quam Graeci ^t Latini. Jac^ a Vi- 
triaco. Hist. Hierosol. t ii, c 76, p. 1093, in the GesU Dd per 
Francos. The numbers are given by Thomassin, IMsapUne de I'Eg- 
li#€, torn, i, p. 172. ' 
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THAP. withered, and tbe old patriarchal trunk'' is doh 
,^^y.lv. di^'^ded by the Elijahs of Momil^ the represent- 
ativesy almost in lineal descent, of the genuioe 
and primitive succession, the Josephs of Amii^ 
who are reconoiled^to the church of Rome/ aod 
the Simeons of Van or Omia, whose revolt, at 
the head of fprty thousand families, w^as promoted 
in the sixteenth century by tbe Sophists of Per- 
sia. The number of three hundred thousand is 
alloived for the whole body of the Nestorian& 
who, under the name of Chaldeans or Assyrians, 
are confounded with the most learned or the 
most powerful nation of eastern antiquity. 
iajw^^sf' According to the legend of antiquity^ tiiegos- 
Thomas pel wfts preflched in India by St. Thomas:^ At 
A. D.'^ssa the end of the ninth century, hi? shrine» pei^apsk 
the neighbourhood of Madras, was de vou tly visited 
by the ambassadors of A Ifred, and their return with 
a cargo of pearls and spices rewarded the zeal ol 

* The division of the patriarchate may be traced in the Blbliotben 
Orient, of Assemanni, torn, i, p. 52S— S49; torn, ii, p. 457, Ac; torn, 
iii, p. 603, p., 6iU623 ; torn, iv, p. 164-109, p» 4t3, p. d28-4»29, &t» 

^ The pompous language of Rome, on tbe submissioii of a Nests- 
rian patriarch, is elegantly represented in the viith book of Fra-Pa«- 
lo, Babylon, Nineveh, Arbela, and the trophies of Alexander, Tia- 
I'is, tind Ecbatana, the Tigris and Indus. 

t The Indian missionary St. Thomas, an apostle, a Manichoan, or 
nn Ai-mcnian merclvant, (La Croze, Christianisme des Indcs, torn. i. 
p. 57-70), was famous, however, as early as the time of Jen»a«< 
(a4 Marcellurti epist. 116). Marco Polo was informed on tbe spo: 
* that he suffi^rdd martyrdom in the city of Malabar, or Meliapoor, s 
league only from Madras, (d^Anviile, Ecclaircissemens sur ri»k. 
. p. 125), where the Portuguese founded an episcopal church uoder 
the name of St. Thorn ^, and where tbe saint performed an nsmwl 
miracle, till he was silenced by the profane neighbourhood cf the 
Knglish, (La Croze, torn, ii, p* 7-16). 
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the English monarch, .who entertained the lar- chap. 
gert projects of tcade and discovery? When the ,^J!;^^^J1;^ 
Portuguese first .opened the navigation of India, 
the Christians of St. Thomas bad been seated f^r 
ages on the coast of Malabar, and the difference 
of theii- cluiracter and colour attested the raix^ 
lure of a foreign race. In arms, in arts, and 
possibly in virtue, they excelled the natives of 
Hindostan : the husbandmen cultivated the palm- 
tree, the merchants were enriched by the pepper- 
trade, the soldiers preceded the nair^ or nobles 
of Malabar, and their hereditary privileges were 
respecfepd py the gratitude or the fear of the king 
of Cochin and the Zamorin himself. They ac- 
knowledged a Gentoo sovereign, but they were 
governed, even in temporal concerns, by the 
bishop of Angamala. He still asserted his an- 
cient title of metropolitan of India, but his real 
jurisdiction was exercised in fourteen hundred 
churches, and he was intrusted with the care 
of two hundred thousand souls. Their religion A. d. 1500» 
would have rendered them the firmest and most 
cordial allies of the Portuguese, but the inquisi- 
tors ^soon discerned in the Christians of St. 
Thomas, the unpardonable guilt of heresy and 
schism. Instead of owning themselves the sub- 

*» Neither the author of the Saxon Chronicle, (A. D. 883), nor WiU 
Ham of Malmesbury, (de Gestis Reguin Anglias, l«.ii, c. 4, p. 44), 
were capable, in the twelfth century, of inventing this extraordinary • 
fact ; they are incapable of explaining t>ie motives and measures of 
Alfred ; and their hasty notice serves only to provokp our curiosity. 
William of Malmesbury feels the difficulty of the enterprise, quod 
quivis in hoc saeculo miretur ? and I almost suspect that the English 
ambassfeulors collected their cargo and legend in ^gypt. Th^ royal 
author has not enriched his Orosius (see Barringtoii^s Misccllftnies) 
with an Indian as well as a Scandinavian voyage. 
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CHAP, jects of the Potnan pontiff, the Bintitual atad teis* 
*^.Y"^ P^ral monarch of the globe^ tfcej a^faened, lik« 
tbdr ancestors, to the communioit ^ the Nes- 
torian patmrch; and the biabc^ whom he or- 
dained at; MosuU traver^edtb^dan^jp^Oftfaesea 
and laud to reach their diocesafs on; thetcoastof 
Malabar. In their Syri$ic liturgy^ the names 9f 
Theodore and Nestoriu:^ were pious) j.isQipiw^mo^ 
rated : they united their adorat0n of the twopw- 
sons of Christ; the title of ^l^her^t^jt^vas 
offensive to their ear, oAd ihe^r iQi^i^iOTQ^ w&h 
scrupulous avarice the honours^ qf f1%e')3gii^ 
Alary, whom the superstition ^f the I^||as:M 
almost exalted to the rank of a goddess- iW^ 
her image was first presented to th^ 4i$c|ple^of 
St. Thomas, they indignantly ex<daim^| f * Wew 
Christians, not idolaters !" and their 3i9Q|4| de- 
votion was content with the venerat^ of tke 
cross. Their separation from the westom .world 
had left them in ignorance of the improvemeiits, 
or corruptions, of a thousand. years; and^ their 
conformity with the faith and practice of the fifth 
century, would equally disappoint the ,pn^|^$pes 
of a papist or a protestant. It was the first care 
of the ministers of Rome to intercept all conre- 
spondence with the Nestorian patriarch, and 
several of his bishops expired in the {^risoQs pf 
the holy office. The flock, without a shepherd, 
was assaulted by the power of the Portuguese, 
the arts of the Jesuits, and the zeal of Alexesde 
Menezes, archbishop of Goa, in his personal 
visitation of the coast of Malabar. The synod of 
Diamper, at which he presided, consummated 
the pious work of the reunion, and rigorously 
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imposed the dodrifie and discipliiie of the Ro- chap. 
nian ^mtk, inthout togetting amicidar con^ J^^^^JL 
fession, the slitHigesI engine of ecclesiastical tor- 
ture. The meniOTT of Theodore and Nestoiius 
was coDdemned, and Malabar was reduced under 
tbe dominion of the p(^» of the primate, and of 
the Jesuits who invaded the see of Angamala 
or Crmiganw. Sixtf yeatfs of servitude and hy- a.ii.1599u 
pocrisy were patiently ^adured ; but as soon as ^^^ 
the Portugoesse empke was shaken by the cou- 
rage and iadudtry of the Dutch, the Nest€»*ian^ 
asserted, with vigettr and effect, the religion of 
their fkthers. The Jesuits were incapable of de- 
fending the power which they had abused : the 
arms of forty thousand Christians were pointed 
against tbar fsdfing tjrrants : and the Indian 
archdeacon assumed the character of bishop, till 
a fresh suj^Iy of episcopal gifts and Sjnriac mis- 
sionaries could be obtained from the patriarch of 
Babylon. Since the expulsion (tf the Portuguese, 
the Nestorian creed is freely professed on the 
coast of Malabar. The trading companies of 
Holland and England are the friemk of tolera* 
tion ; but if oppression be less mortifying than 
contempt, the Christians of St. Thomas liave 
reason to complain of the cold and silent indif- 
ference of their brethren of Eup(^e.* 

* Concerniiig tbe Christians of St. Thomas, set Atsnunlniis* BiUi* 
otli« Oriem. |Din. iv» ]». 391-407, 435-451 ; Geddes*f Chuich Historjr 
of Malabar ; and, above aU, La Croze, Hist(»re du Christianisme dea 
Indes, in two vola. Itmo, La Haye, 1756, a learned and agreeable 
work* They hate drawn from tbe state source, the Portuguese aAd 
Italian naratives; and the prejudicea of the Jeimits are sufficiently 
corrected by tV^e of the protestants. 
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CHAP. 11. The history of the Monopbysites is less c6- 
.*^!^!l pious and interesting than that of the Nestorians. 
II. Thb Under the reigns of Zeno and Anastasius, their 
Jacomtes. ^j^fyj leaders surprised the ear of the prkice, 
usurps the thrones of the East, and cmsbed on 
its native soil the school of the Syrians. The 
rule of the'Monophysit^ faith was defined with 
exquisite discretion by Severus patriarch of An- 
tioch ; he condeihned, in the style of H.ht* Heno- 
ticon, the adverse heresies of Nestorius and 
Eutyches, maintained against the latter the' re- 
ality of the body of Christ, and constrained' the 
Greeks to allow that he was a liar who spoke 
truth."^ But the approximation of ideas eOuld 
not abate the vehemence of passion ; each party 
was the more astonished that their blind Anta- 
gonist could dispute on so trifling a diflference ; 
the tyrant of Syria enforced the belief of his 
creed, and his reign was polluted with the blood 
of three hundred and fifty monks, who were 
slain, not perhaps without provocation or resist- 
A. a 618. ance, under the walls of Apamea.^ The success- 
or of Anastasius replanted the orthodox stand- 

^ Oti¥ tiwti¥ y^tviaXnins is the. expression of Theodore in his treatise 
of the Incarnation, p. 2 45, 247, as he is <|uoted by La Croze, (Hist, 
du Christianisme d*Kthiope et d'Armenie, p. 35), who exchums, per- 
haps tooTiastily, •• Quel . pitoyable raisonnement !" Renaudot has 
touched (Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 127-138) the oriental accounts of 
Severus ; and his authentic creed may be found in the epistle of John 
the Jacobite patriarch pfAntioch, in the xth century,' to his brother 
Mennas of Alexandria, (Asseinan. Bibiiot. Orient, torn, ii, p. 132-141). 

' Epist. Archimandi itaruni ct Monachorum Syriae Secundas ad Pa- 
pain Hormisdara; ConclL torn, v, p. 59a-602. The courage of St. Sabas, 
ut leo animosus, will justify the suspicion that the arms of these 
monks were not ahvavs spiritual or defensive, (Baronius, A. D. 513. 
N». 7, &c.). 



OP THK ROMAJf EMPIRfl. 351 

ard in the East: Severus fled into Egypt ; and hia chap. 
friend, the eloquent Xenaia$/'* who had escaped ,^[ J";^ 
from the Nestorians of Persia, was suffocated in 
his exile by the Melchites of Pajihlagonia. Fifty- 
four bishops were swept from their thrones^ 
eight hundred ecclesiastics were cast into prison/ 
and notwithstanding the ambiguow favour of 
Theodora, the oriental flockc, deprived of tlieir 
shepherds, must insensibly have been either fa- 
mished or poisoned. In this spiritual distress, the 
expiring faction was» revived, and united, and per- 
petuated, by the labouris of a monk; and the name 
of James Baradseus'' has been preserved in the ap- 
pellation of Jacobites, a familiar sound which may 
staUle tlie ear of an English reader. From the 
holy, confessors in their prison of Constantinople^ 
he received the powers of bishop of Edessa and 
"i 

■» Assemanni, (Bibliot. Orient, torn, ii, p. 10-46), and La Croze, 
(Christianisme d*Ethiope, p. 36-40), will supply fhe history of Xcnaias 
or PhOoxenus, bishop of Mabug, or Hicrapolis, in Syria. He was ^ 
perfect master of the Syriac language, and the author or editor of a 
version of the New Testament. 

^ The names and titles of fifty-four bishops who were exiled by 
Justin^ ace preserved in the Chronicle of Dionysius, (apud Asseman. 
torn, ii, p.~54). Severus was personally summoned to Constantinople—* 
for his trial, says Liberatus, (Brev. c. lD)»-that his tongue might be 
cut out) says Evagrius, (1. iv, c. 4). The )>rudcnt patriarch did not 
stay to examine the di^erence. This ecclesiastical revolution is fixed 
by PagI to the month of September of the year 518, (Critica, tom. ii, 
p. 506). 

« The obscure history of James, or Jacobus Baradsvs, or Zanzalus, 
^ay be gathered from Eutychius, (AnnaL tom. ii, p. 144, 147) ; Be- 
naudot, (Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 133), and Assemannus, (Bibliot. 
Orient, torn, i, p. 424 ; tom. ii, p. 62-69, 324-332, p. 414 ; tom. iii, 
p. 385-388). He seems tp be unknown-to the Greeks. The Jacobites 
themselves had rather deduce their nam? and pedigree from St. James 
the apostle. 
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cnrhr. apostle of the East, and the ordinatioti of four- 
JiH^t^ score thousand bishops, {M'iests, and deaccms, is 
derived from the same inexhanstiUesoiirce. The 
9peed of Hie zeatoos missknuay was promoted bj 
the fleetest dromedaries of a devout chief of the 
Arabs ; the doctrine and diad^Iine of the Jaco- 
bites were secretly estaUished in the dominions 
of Justinian ; and eadi JacoUte was compeHed 
to violate the laws and to hate the lUmian legis- 
lator. The siM^essors of Sevenis, whfle tbejr 
knked in convents or vittages, while they shel- 
tered their proscribed heads in tiie ^vern» of 
hennits, or the tents of the Saracens, sfilFaftsdrt- 
ed, as thqr now assert, their mdefeaaOile ri^t 
to the title, the rank, and the prwDgatiT& of 
patriarch of Antiodi : under tkc miKler ytdce 
of the infidels^ they reside about a league fitmi 
Merdin, in the pleasant monastary of Zjl|AH&ilten, 
which they have embdlished with ceBi, kfo^- 
ductSy and plantations. The secondary, 'thon^ 
hononraUe, place is filled by the nuqpk^imi^ whd, 
in bis station at Mosul itself, defies tie N8g|b- 
nan catholic with whom he contests the siqire- 
macy of the East. Under the patriarch ^sid «ie 
mapbrian, one hundred and fifty atchbishoiMriafd 
bishops have been counted in flie diflbMif ^|e^' 
of the Jacobite church ; but the order of the 
hierarchy is relaxed or' dissolved, onAtheigt^ter 
pact^the dioces^es is confined to thenoighboiir- 
hood of the Euphrates and the Ti|^s. ; T*e' 
cities of Aleppo and Amida, wh^h aio^.c^n 
vkited by th^ patriarch, co6tam some ^eaWry 
merchants and industrious mechanics^ but^l&e 
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multitude derive their scunty sustenance from cmap. 
their daily Ubouriaad p6verty5 a« wdi as super* ^*^^^J^ 
stition^ may impc»£te their exces^v^ f^ii^ts : fii^i 
annual lents, during iirbich- botfa^ tlie dergy tflld 
laity abstain not only from flesh or e^, but 
evett from the taste of ^-iiie, of oil, and of fishi 
Their present nuilriiiers are esteemed fi*om fifty 
to fourscore tbouMtid soul^, the remnant oi a 
p<^ukHi8 chitrcb, Whidi hft^ gradual^ decmased 
under Uie /oppression of twelve centuries. Yet 
in that long period^ some strangers of merit ligve 
been converted to the Monopbysite faith, and a 
Jew was the father 6f Abul|diarag^tts,^ p^liiiiate 
of the East, so truly eititnentbotik in his lifi^ and 
death. Jn his life, he w^ at) elegant writer of 
the Syriac and Arabic tongues, A poet, jAyslcian, 
and histmian, a subtle pHilosophei!, and a »io* 
derate divine. In bis death, his funeral w» at- 
tended by his rival the Nestorian patriarchy with 
a train of Greeks and Armenltos, who forgot 
their disputes, and nvingled their tears over tk6 
grave af an enemy. The sect whi^h was ho- 
noured by the virtues of Abulpharagius appears^ 
however, ^ sink below the level of their Nestoriaq^ 
brethren. Tl^e superstition of the Jacobites is ^ 

mme at(|ect, their fasts toore rigid,'^ their intes^i 

P The w;cottQt of hi3 peraoi* and writings ia peihapf the most^ 
riou» articte in the Bibliotheca of Atsemannus, (tom. ii, p. 244-3^1 » 
undar the name of Gregorim Bar HiArmu^J. I-a Croze (Cfaristianism* 
4*KtiUopc, p. 5SU63) ridicule* the prejudice of the Spaniards a^rnl 
the Jewish hioQ4 which secretly defiles their church and state. 

^ This exeettfve abstinence is censured by La Cro^e, (p. S5S2), andl 
erett'by the Syrian A'ssemannvis, (toni*. i, p. Sr26i torn, ii. p. S64,3^55J.' 

vou vni. ' 4^ a 
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CHAP* tine divisions are more numerous, and their doc 
J!i^^!l tors (as far as I can measure the degree of not 
sense) are more remote from the precinct? cl 
jreason. Something may possibly b^ alld^scdfor 
the rigour of the JMonophjrsite theoft^; niuf' 
more for the superior' influence of the monati 
order. In Syria, in Egypt, in Ethiopia, tlie k 
colHte monks have ever been distinguished b 
the austerity of their penance and the absuriy 
of their legends. Alive or dead they arc m 
shipped as the favourites of the Eteity; tktrr^ 
sier of bishop and patriarch is rejferved for their 
venerable hands; and they ^sUtite the govern 
ment of men, while they are ye^ reekiiig "^i^ 
the habits and prejudices of the cloister/ 
in. T». jjj jj^ ^jj^ g^yjg ^f ^jj^ orients Christians. tfK 

M onothelites of every age are described tid<1 • 
the appellation of Maronitesy* a name which b 
been insensibly transferred from an 'hermit to 
monastery, from a monastery to a nation* J' 
ron, a saint or savage of the fifth centnir, fr 
played his religious madness in Syria; tlie^'*" 
cities of Apamea and Emesa disputed M^relii'^ 

» The state of the Mwiophysltes isi ^xireH^nCIy 'UliOiiKd i« « "^' 
scrtatioh at the beginning of the iid volume of Assemannus, v' 
<rontaiD« 142 .pages. . Th€ Sjt'im Gi»oxn^<>LGr^r^'S^>^^^ 
ox Abulpharagius, (Bihliot. Orient, torn, li.^p. 321-^3), P"«"^^ 
double scries of the ><estorian catkoUcn and the mapkri^ufi ^ 
coSltes. _ . .-,; ,.,.,j • 

• The synonymous use of the tv<ro word^mayhej^rpvcd,^®^'''' 
chLus, (Annal.' ton?.il» p. 191, 267/332).^ and m«iy:SJ»il»TP^^'' 
"Which n^ay be found iu the methodical tp^hU ©f fxJCfX^/^'i^^'*^*' 
actuated by anj^, pre^ dice -against -the. Maronites pf -»he;«t|i^^'?' 
^iju4 WQ maj^ beliey* a MUchite^ "s^'hjps^ ^»t|mQ^^^ 
.Tacobites andXat^^v: ' i. • r • " ' ».':'- 
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a st^t^Iy church was erected on his tombfc aud six, chap. 
hundred of bis disciples united their solitary cell^,^^^^^;^ 
on the hanks of the Orontes. In the cantrover; 
sies of the incarnation, they nicely threaded the, 
orthodoxline betu:een the sects of Nestorius and 
Eutyolies; but the unfortunate question of one. 
will or operation in the two natures of Christ, 
was generated by their curious leisure. Their 
pro^lyte^^ the emperor tleraclius, was rejected^ 
as a J^^o|iite from the walls of ]Bmesa;.he found 
a J^eftige in. the monastery of his brethren ; and 
their theological lessons were repaid with the gift 
of ^ §f^cious and wealthy domain. The name 
and, doctrine of this venerable school >vere propa- 
gated ara,oog the Greeks and Syrians, and their 
zeal is«e];i:pressed by Macarius patriarcli of Auti- 
ocb,^ wkq declared before the synod of Constan- 
tinppl^,. that soonei* than subscribe the two wills 
of Christ, he would submit to be hewn piece- 
meal and cast into the sea.* A similar or a less 
cruel mode of persecution soon converted the uur / 
resisting subjects of the plain, while the g;lorious 
title, of Jifai'daiteSy^ or rebels, was bravely main- 
tained by the hardy nativ^es of mount Libanus, 
John Maron, on^ of the most learned and popu- 

* CoAtm fom>va, J); 780; The Mdnotfeelite cause WsK sup^rt4»ct 
with firmnesit and su1>ti^y bj Constahtine, a Si^riati priest of Apalnea* 
(p. ibiO, &c.^. '• 

« Theophanes, (Cbton. p. 295, 296, ^00, 3d2, 306), ahd Cedrenus^ 
(p. 48«r,' 4*0),- rflit^tlifc- exploits of the Mardaitesi the nAxne {Mardf 
iii Sjfrad'refteffouft) is- explained by La Roque, (Voyage de la Syric* 
tom*-i*, pt. 53) ; the dates are flxed by Pagi, (A. D.' eT6, N». 4-14 { 
A. p. 685j N^ 3, 4); and even the obscure story of the patriarch 
John-' Marati <Asseman. BibfJot. Orknt. torn, x, p. id6~5t0y illustritetf^ 
from the year ^S6 to 707, the troubles of mount Libintts. 

A a2 
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CiiiAP. lar of thp monks» assumed the character of p 
J?tty*^^. triarch of Antioch ; his nephew AJbraham, t 
! t^e be^ of the Maronites, defended their ciri 
oad religious-ireiedoin c^^iost tbe^^i^ts of & 
East* The son of the orthodox Con^t^tine pur 
sued^ with pious hatred* a pec^ple of s^|c!^rs, wi 
might have stood the bulw^f^ of h^ J^Vjgi^ ^ 
gainst the common foe^ of Chm^ ^i^ i^ Roiet 
An army of Gireeks xnvadqd ,S)rr^ ; t^i p[)onas 
tery of St- Maron was destroyed 3fi^ fife; tie 
bravest chieftains were betrayed .fwidL e»^^^ 
and twelve thousand of their fc^Ii^);!^ were 
trmisplanted to the distant fn:mtf^rs.9|^^iwfli3 
and Thrace. Yet the humble J'W;1^0tt c^J^e Ma- 
fonites has survived the empire of Con^tin- 
ople^ and th^ still enjoy, uniler Jtb)^ !}Auk^ 
masferSi a free religion an4 ^ mitigaited serri-l 
tude. Their domestic governors i^ffe cHcteeni- 
moog the ancient nobility ; the patm«:h» inhb 
monastery of Canobin, still fancies himself oti 
the throne of Antioch; nine b&bopa auopoi^' 
his synod, and one hundred and fifty ^sts 
who retain the liberty of marriage, ^^e iBtwst- 
ed witli the care of one hundred thousand souk 
Thefr country extends from thi^'ridg^ pf'mma 
•Libiknus to t£ie shores of Trip(;£, ; '9f^ %i gn- 
<hml descent affords,' in a oftrr^w mii«e,^eaehft' 
riety of soil and climate, from ttejtj^ly'^^ifdan. 
erect uiidertlie weight of snow/ ioitbMrUe^tiie 

« In tb« hsl c^BClirj twenty 'I«^ e»flW i^ TtfffilMMiHI^ 
dela R#^ue, tmn. U p» edL.7^i Kt^re^eM a«)r«r^ mMMiml^ 
4t (Mi, (Volhey^ toni. H>96iV'' - Tttt^ii muMj'iW ftMlftmift^illaf 
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xmxherrjy and the olive trees of tlie fruitful Mtak 
valley. In the twelfth century, the "Maronftes, *,^^, 
abjuring the Monothelite error^ were reconciled 
to the Latin churches of Antioch and Rome,^ and 
the same aTKance has been frequently renewed 
by the ambition of tke popes and the distress of 
the S^ians. But it may reasonably lie question- 
ed, wbetber their union lias ever been perfect 
or slticei^^ :^d the learned Maronites of the 
college of Rome have Tainly laboured to ab- 
solve 'their ancestors from the guiit of heresy 
and scbistn;' * 

IV*. Since the age of Constantoie, the Armeni- iv. The 
ANs* Iraa sij^nalized their attachment to the reli- 4h*"*"'* 

for iimall croe9es» ftc.j sn mnnual mass was chanftcd umier their 
shade ; ihid tfaey were endowed by the Syrians witk a sensitive power 
of erectifig tteir branch^ to repel the «now« tp which mount L^bcmus 
is less faithful than it Is painted bj Tacitus; inter ardores o(«cuiii 
fiduhique'niv4bus-ta.« daring . metaplkor^ <Hist.v, 6). 

' The evidence of Wiltam of Tyre J(Hist. in Qestis Dei per Fnmeos, 
l xxii, e. 6« p» 1032) is copi^ or eorifimtcd bf Jacques da Vitra* CUist* 
Hierosolynu L ii, c. 77, p. 1093» 1094^ But this unnatu^ral league 
expired tritb Ibe power d the Franks ; and Abulpharagius (who dieU 
i& 1M6) con^d^s the Maronitee us n sect of MoootheKtes, (BiUioi. 
Orieift. iom. ii, p. 29«V 

* I find a descitption and fiirtory of the Marenitesin the Voysge de 
ia Syrle tVdu Mont Liban par Ja Roque, (2 vols, ita ISmo, Amster- 
dwa, 171^3; ,paiticuhu'ly toih. i, p. 42-47, p. 17i*I84; torn, ii, p. 
10-120). ^ the ancient part, he *capi^s the prejudices of Nairon 

'^i the ether Maronites of Rome, M'hich Assemannus is a(i^d to re- 
«9U||c^t »nd;tMihaiBe^to fvppj^rt. Jablosiaki, ifnstitut. Hist. Chiiat. 
Koxtk, iif$vp^.lS«)i Kiebuhr, CYoyag? de TArabie, &c. torn, ii, p. 346, 
370::S8I), Antf ; above all, the judicidua Vtfniy, (Voyage en KffpU et 
^ S^i ^^liU ^ d^8^« Fkris; J^ii7h ^»&y bb^rdnauliad. 

* The rdi^n of the Armenians is briety described by La Croze, 
(Ht^4«.fiaiqrt0k.deriM¥ipa ^ de TAnnanie, p. 269.402)* Ht rtr 
f^* iQttbergfval^^rawvifWi History of Galanus, (3 vols. 19 £sU J^ome, 
^^^Mi^(^h m^p^ammi^^ state «f Annafua i^.thaNMid ly^naie 

Jesuit must have sterling merit when it is praised by M Croze. 

A a^ 
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CHA?. jpon^arid emmi^e of lh^*Christidns. TheTdiscr 
^^Zlli^^^^^ df tfteir cpuntrf, attd thek ignorance of the 
Greek tongue, p'reviented thbii^ ^'pJ*gy ^om as- 
3isting at the synod bt ChalcecWn, and they 
ifloated eighty-four years'* ifi s'^litie of wMer 
ence or suspense till tfteli^Vacslht'fefth^as fi- 
nally occupied by the missionaries of Jtilian « 
Halioarnassus/ who in Egypt, ^heircomiMii 
exile, had been vanquished by the- arfguiients 
or the influence of his rivaf' S^Vertti, jlibMoao- 
phy site patriarch of AntioCb/ '^The'ArlneBiiK 
alone are the pure disciple? of 'Eutyldrcs^ an 
unfortunate parent who hsts been ireflotfa'cprf hj 
the greater part of his spiritual prbg4gby3' They 
alone persevere in the opinioi^- thkt-tht vm< 
hood of Ciirist was created, qt exisitted without 
creation, of a divine and inconruptible ^hetsBte 
Their adversaries reproach them with the adcr- 
. ation of a phantom ; and they nstcMt 1^ ac- 
cusation, by deriding or execrating the bhis- 
phemy of the Jacobites, who impute* to the 
Godhead the vile infirmities o^ the fie^ ietcd 
the.pjatural fefTects of nutrition 'and ''digcstkn 
^ The religion of Armenia could not <ieritBeiraidi 
glory froni the learning or the' power idt its in- 
habitants. The royalty ' fxjSredtC^ithi- the ori- 

PThe KhIsxD pr the Aian«maxvi JA plac^d^ 84^ j^^ ^^ff.ti^c,*'?^' 

of Chalcedon, (Pagt, Crltica, ad A* D. 535), It was cdnsuramaU<i 

et the epd of seventeen years ; and it is froip the year of Christ 5J* 

> jifehat3Mre,4aft<^ tl^e era of. the Anneniaijs, 0/Art de y&ti&dt Ifes Date. 

;,p.;UU5V). ,.. \ ' . ., V '- •'-^ ''''•'•' ^""•''' • 

'^ The sentiments and success of* Julian of Halfcai^na^scs *sttt ^• 
seen in Liberatus, (Brev. c 19) ; Rehaudot^ (llisf. PatrSfit^ Aics- 
p. 133, 303), and Assemannus, (Bi^UpU Orient, torn, ii. Dissert 
de Monophysitis, p. viii, p. 286). 
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^n of tkeir schism, and tlieir. Christian ki^gs^ chap, 

who aiiQse find fell in the thirteenth century on 

the coniinea of Cilipla> were, the clienta of the 

Latinl^fand the vassals of the I'urkish sultan of 

IcoBlium^' The helpjess nation has seldom lieen 

peronttt^ to ei\joy^ the. tranquillity of .servitude. 

From; ^jdbe* earliest period to the present hour, 

ATmama'lla$4)een the theatre of perpetual war; 

th6'^iaftd& between Tauris and Erivan were dis- 

peofsJedrfey the enctel policy of the Sophies ; and 

myriads Of Glfristian families were transplanted, 

to perifedv or-' to propagate in the distant provin^ 

ceSiafnPersia. Under the rod of oppression, the 

zeal of the- Armenians is fervent and intrepid:. 

they jftive often preferred the crown, of martyr- 

d(Miii tor the white turban of Mahomet; they 

d«vd»lly hitte <lie error and idolatry of the 

Greefci*; and their transient union with the 

jLat^fids is not less devoid of truth, than the 

thdusafyd bishops whom their patriarch offered 

^t the feet of the Roman pontiff.** The catholic \ 

or pafeidrch.of, the Armenians, resides in the 

Txvdaxft&rf of , £kmiasin> tljree leagues from 

E(i!iran;:.Forty-$even archbishops, each of whom 

tnayj daim the obedience pf four or five suffra-r 

gana^'»arfe consecrated by his hand; but the far 

greater part are only titular prelates, who dig- 

niij:^ilh their presence and service the simpli- 

fjSep ar^n^arkablc fact of the xiith century in the Histoi-y of *Ni» 
eetas Choniates, (p. 258). Yet three hundred years before, "Ph<y(ltt8 
(&|U«t(^ U, ]^.^9, ediU Montaqul) had gloried in th« conversion of 

, jljl^e A.rweiw34S-pXfl|Tjivii,f«i»ie^ #^^^^ 

•- • ^ a] . . r> ., ..,.\ " .. . : ■ ' ■ 
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CHAP. aHy of his Goart« j^s 90011 n^theyr lave per* 
^^tU formed* the lituifr, they »ciiHiirate the garia; 
aa^ our bishops»iirUl hear with s«ipiwv*Mil» 
fiisteritf 9f their life increases wfm^ pn^xr- 
^ien tp th^ eievafion of ^eiriraiifci ' iitibelBBr- 
yeere ti|<H|i8w4 towns ih* TiHagesHif btasprntait 
empire^ the patripnch TO««res cutstaaltiHidvi^ 
hi^t^rjr tax( from eadp person, sdbm^ti^^^ 
fiil^i^Mi; ^iU the apianal aoieiiat :«^sixiliintei 
|boa«|iid qrowas isJasuiSci^iife 4Q(4Rit>pi!|riihfts- 
9e8saBt deoofods of chantyi^f^txiMta. ,Sm 
the b^giRBiHg of iikc last ceQliiB|S/% tfieiAnsenb 
an^ hfl^e obtainec] a large an^ CUcratisti^^ 
the commarcQ qf the £ast: m their i^turiinB 
Biiropef the caravan usualiy halts ia-tiieiNigli* 
hai<]rlHM>d of £rivan» the altars me^ e&riched vitii 
the fruits o£ their patiept induslf^; atld'tirefaidi 
of J^i^yches is pre^hed in theh* 9ec^4Bi^^ 
ttOBs of Bafbary and Poland.*: .v 

V. Tii« . V» In the rpst of theRomaii empiifeptbcdegpod 
^l^v^rrt. i»W pf the prince inight eradirate or ffllesefif* 
*^^^' sectaries of aa obnoxious creed H|it <^ s^^ 
t^npcF of the Egyptians qai^iptaifleAtliftfqpp 
ti0n to the synod of Chalpedi^) itBd4]ii?ToM 
Jiistinian coadescended tae^j^d^jit^^tfii^ 
Qpportimity of discord. Thf^Mospip^iitBlito^ 

* The travelling Armenians arc in the way of #^rt ttHfU^ry *?' 
fheir m'otlier church is on the high road betwpen' Con^t^^f 
I^jtAhan : for their present stat**, see Babrichis,^ (L&l sWaff^'*' 
e/xxxviH, ^40w51); Oitfarius, (K iv, c 40); Qax^fi^^'^ 
t$t)i TourMA»t,^«iii«:U)v.^iid, abp«e al)» T4v««9ifr»4^^^ 

,tad seen so much and so wcjl. .^ ^ . > io • !£'•'!•» "^ 



of Alexaadria'jsMs torn bjr. the disputfis oC* ttie cnKt. 

of the {ttiiti^Gb»;theitwo faotiQns.iip)ie{d^ill»ir iesd 
spectimi cuKjidates.^ Qaiaa was the diac^te^ 
Juliat» The6doskis liad been iOt papil of ^eve^ The patn- 
ruautiiQ^laima -cf^k^ ibrmer wet ei^supported by "^J^^^ 
the coasnent q£ the. moiikSi and seaatrors; the citjr ^* ^ ^'^•^ 
find |£e ^ravio^e ; the 4attef dqiended qa the 
piaoritjr 0^*^ l^i&«)nltoatioii» the favour of the em-* 
pr^ss,.Sriiepdora»' and the arms of the eunuch 
Nar$es, whicb might have been used in more 
honevpnible wax^are. The exile of the popular 
cwduNte to Cartl^ige and Sarduaiia, inflamed the 
feraieni^ g^ Ale}candria ; and after a schiam of one 
hundred andacTenty years, the Gaianites still rer 
vered the memoiy and doctrine of their founder* 
The strength of numbers and of discipline was 
iried k^a desperaj^e and bloody conflict ; the streets 
weri^ filled with the dead bodies of citizens and 
soldiers; the pious ww^n^ ascending the roofs 
of their bwsest sl|owered down every sb^p or 
pondtious tttoasU on the heads of the enemy; 
aad Ui|5^> fimtl victory pf Narses was owing to the 
flampoiy with which he wi^sted the third capital of 
the BioQidan world. But the lieutenant of Justi* 
niaiidi^d notconquered in the cause of an heretic; 
Tbeodosius himself was speedily, though gently, 
removed.'; q-nfj Paul of Tanis, an orthodox monk, Paul, 
was. rWsed to the throne of Athanasius. The ^' ^' ** 

^ The fkbtprf of . th4 Atexsndrtan 'patriardb^; Yrotti 'DldM^olrus i6 ' 
Benjaifttti, ik takto iiroih Rcnaudof, ^ 1I4».1M)» «Ad the iieeond 
toimsoftJ}9 AnM)i9f Buty<bio«. • - 

c.Libermt. 3«v. c. 20, fS. Victor. Chrdn. p. 329, 3?a Procop* 
Anecdot. c. 26, 27. 
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CHAP, powers df goTerome*nt wererstraiiiiidiil-yssuf- 
^^yill port ; he mi^ht appoint or displacieiihe dukes anJ 
tribun es of Egypt ; the alloTraiice of bread whid 
Diocletian bad granted, \rai • sttpl^kresseil, tnt 
cluirches were shut, and a naticMBiFfof schismatics 
Nvns deprived at once of theirspititMal mkd carnal 
food . In his tiirn, the tjrantf was' oKdoiQiaiiDkat 
"ed by the zeal and revenge of- the -peoples «»<! 
none except his servile Meidut€^* w<Kuftd ;^t^ 
him as a man, a Christian, or abislit^^vl^siich 
h the blindness of ambition^ that when 1^ wis 
expelled on a charge of raur^r, hesolfcHf^^ with 
a bribe of seven hundred pooncbof gfrid,hj^i&t(M'- 
ation to the same station of ^hatred ai&d-lgiiiMBmy* 
Apoiiina- jjjg succcssor Apollinaris entered tSie hoatBecity 
A. D. 551. in military array, alike qualified for pra^^r or for 
battle. His troops, under arms, Wetfe <di$ti!K)uted 
through the streets ; the gates oftbecath^tdf^l were 
guarded, and a chosen band was «tatiotied in the 
choir, to defend the person of tln^ir chi^. He 
stood erect on his throne, and throvt^ing aside tbe 
upper garmentof a warrior, 9uddenl5rap{)e8iiedbe- 
fore the eyes of the multitude in the rebe9'jof pa- 
triarch of Alexandria. Astonishment held them 
mute; but no sooner had ApollidaHf b^^^fead 
the tome of St. Leo, than a Volley, o^ca^t^ 
invectives, and stones, assaulted tfaieodioii^iiittister 
• of the emperor and the synod. A ttyf^/ Was m- 
stdntly soundedl)y the successorof tbe^posti^ tiie 
§aldiers waded to their knees in )[)l;d6d j^^afid two 
hundred tbousandChrist^ns^rai^9A^lo|(g^^^ 
by the sword: an incredible aceburit^^^fft^ctti^'it be 
extendedfrom the slaughter djf a Sa^'' j^o iSe^ftteen 
years of the reign of Apollinaris. Twe succeeding 
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patriarchs, Eulo^ius** and John/ ledbpupedin the chap. 
com^i^ion erf ber^ti<^; wifch arms- aB^^.argwniieinis Xhyn. 
m6rt W(niifc j of tfa^rir evangelical profession. The eXJJ^'^^ 
rileofogic^:fcnfowledge of Eulogius was displaced a. d. m. 
in tifaiijf' -a Volatime^ which magnified the erwrs pf 
Euiydbes and Severus^ and attempted. to recon- 
cite t*ie^ambi^iKm^ language of St. Cyril with the 
drthcjddx qreed of Pope Lee and the fathers of 
ChaicfedditV' TM bounteous alms of John the John, 
e\tetctc£ynmy i*ere' dictated by superstition, or'^*^*^^^* 
ber^Voletice, ' or |)olity. Seven thousand five 
huhdf^d poor ivere maintained at his ^xpence; 
<>ri'W"S^ii(leb^sion, he- found eight thousand pounds 
t)f gK^M in t*te treasury of the church ; he collected 
ten ibousand* from the liberality of the faithful ; 
yettfee primate could boast in his testament, that 
he ifeft' behind him no more than the third part of 
the '^thallest of the silver coins. The churches of 
Alextedria were delivered to the catholics, the 
religtoft' of the Monophy sites was proscribed in ^ 
Eg^^t, and a law was revived which excluded 
fy^'tiatives ftom the honours and emoluments of 
the state. 

■ '}H <^^^iu8>..wliQ hacl boe^ a monk of Antioch, was more conspicu« 

: ous for subtlety than .eJoquetrce. He proves that the enemies of the 

faith I'th^feaiamtes aftd Th^odosfana, ought not to be reconciled ; that 

iihsBfitttlK ])^rop9i(ition 9:niy b^ oithodox in the mouth of St. Cyril^ he* 

. tJptjc^Lii^l^t ^f Severus 4 that the opposite assertions of St. Leo are 

equally trtie, &c. riis writing* are no longer extant, except in the 

' jncfrr&^dr^otttis; irhd^haid perused them with care and satisfaction^ 

fi^d|/)^yiii, t^?t«^|c<p^xvi, ccxxvu, ccxxx, ccUxx. 

- .'^^ee the life ^f John the eleemosynary by his contemporary Leon- 

tiak,' ^ishi^Qf i^eapoTls in Cypft-ire, ttfhosfe Qretk Uti, «ith^rtV?st or 

? liaM*<N,if?i^t€4i|r>th?i«tiji y^tsiow o£ Baronius, (A. Dt 610, N*. 9 ; 

t^.jC)»^^0, N^*J. 81^ Paiji, ^Critica,' torn, ij, p. 763), and FabrldUs, (f. v, 

c» llj^tom. viii^p. isi), have made somtf critical obi^rvatioiiSi - • 
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CI] A P. A nibre important conquest* ^ill remained, of 
^^ }};^ tt^ patriarch, the oracle and leader of tfceEgyptf 
ian church/ Theockisius ha^ resisted the threats 
knd promises of Justinian with the spirit of an 
ipostle or an enthusiast. " Such,** Replied the 
patriarch, " were the offers of the tfetopterivhea 
** he shewed the kingdoms of the earth. ^ But 
^* rhj sold is far dearer to nie than life or do- 
" minion. The churches are in the bands of a 
*^ prittce who can kill the body'; but mjr con- 
^ science is my own ; and in exile, poverty, or 
^ chains, I will stedfastly adhere to tlie fi^h of 
♦* my holy predecessors, AfJianasius, Cf nl, and 
^^Dioscorus. Anathema to the totne of Leo 
" and the synod of Chalcedon ! Anati^emii to 
** all who embrace their creed I Aha£Bema to 
^thcm now and for evatnore! NaktSi'came 
« I out of my mother's womb, naked^difell I 
^descend into the grave- Let thos^ wh»love 
** God, follow me and se^k thei^ salvation.'' 
After comforting his brethren, he embarkied fbr 
Constantin/ople, and sustained, in six sui^e^i^ 
interviews, the almost irresistible weiglA of the 
royal presence. His opinions wiere fkvouerably 
entertained in th6 palace atid^ the city: tlie in- 
fluence of Theodora assured lilril tf saw tcifltifct 
^^ndiionourable dismission ; and faSs exiifed^h» da^, 
though not oif the throne, ynet in' Wt fJbdbiS; of 
his native country: On Ihe^tei^'f^f^fiai^a^, 
Apbilinaris indecently fe^stSdlflfe nMeklhi'&i^ 
clergy; liut his joy was checked f^^elBBffll- 
gdnfcebf^iiewielertion; and whUe he^iftjRJj^dl^fe 
w^alftlW -XrexWfta,^is'Tl9als rd^ecffe the 
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monasteries of Thebais^ and wore maintained by chap. 
the voluQtarj oblations of the people. A per- ,?!;^^*^ 
petual succes^on of patriarchs «ose from the 
ashes oi Theodosius; and the MoiK)^]f^te 
churc)ies of Syria and Egypt were united by 
the name of Jacobites and the comnraniiMft of 
the faith. But the same faith, whidi has been 
c<Hi%ed to a narrow sect of the Syrians, was 
doused over the mass of the Egyptian or Cop- 
tic nation; who» almost unanimously, rejected 
the <|ecr^ of the synod of Ch^cedon. A thou^ 
^d yeajra were now elapsed sinceEgypthad ceas- 
ed to be a kingdom, since the conq[uerors of Asia . 
and Buri^ bad trampled on the ready necks 
of a peoq^le, whose ancient wisdom and power as* 
oead beyond the records of history. The con- 
ilictof zeal and persecution rekindled som^ sparks 
of their national spirit. They abjured, with a 
fprpign heresy, the manners and language of the 
Greeks : every Melchite, in their eyes, was a 
5tf ^ngier, every Jacobite a citizen ; the alliance 
pi marriage, the offices of humanity, were con* 
jdbmned as a deadly sin ; the natives renoimced 
^all allegiance to the emperor ; and*his orders, at 
a, distance from Alexandria, were obeyed only 
upder t^e pressure of military force. A genei'- 
Q^ effoi^ might have redeemed the religion and 
iibip^ of j^pt, and her tax hundred monaste- * 
191^ ]P^t have poured forth their myriads d£ 
h((^j;,warri9r9f for whom death i^hpuld have no 
t^pgiTs, 4np9 lif« had no comfort or delight. 
Bu^^^^Pfsrieiice baa proved the ^sj^n^tion of ^c-% 
tivQ,iu}^d rfa^vj) courage ;. the fan^lic who en- 
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c u A Pi dunes 'Udithout' a ^roan the tdrUrre of the rafd^ or 
XLVih f jjg stake, would tremble jund> fh? he£ave, itbeiace 
' of an armed enemy. : The pusillpiimiouB tem- 
per of the. Egyptians could « only iiope ^ra 
change of masters ; the armsiiof :Cho6roe9'jdetM- 
pulated the land ; jet under his reigp ^tbd Jacd* 
bites enjoyed a short and precarioils /riespitfi 
The victory of Heraclius ren^wsd aikdoaggi^vat- 
ed the persecution, and the patriarehf agfaift e^ 
scaped from Alexandria to the deseMuJ In his 
Benjamin, flight, Benjamin was encouraged * by a I voice* 
bife patH- whicli bade him expect, at tlM^ end of ten jtears, 
625^661'^^^® aid of a foreign nation, . maiked }ikeitbe 
Egyptians themselves with the ^ancient- >i|[btaf 
circumcision. The character of these deliviet^n, 
and the nature of the deliveranoe,. Tirill l^e jiere- 
after explained ; and I shall step ovfsr t^^j^- 
val of ele\'en centuries to pbserv^e the present mi- 
sery of the Jacobites of Egypt. The popuious 
city of Cairo affords a residence or rather asliel* 
ter for their indigent patriarch, and a remnant 
of ten bishops ; forty monasteries have survived 
the inroads of the Arabs; axid the progress of 
servitude and apostacy has reduced the'^pptic 
nation to the despicable aumber of twen^divfi 
or thirty thousand families ;*; a face t>f illiterate 
beggars,, whose only c<>nsolatiQA;i^/cJeji:i\^i^^^^ 

* This number is taken from the curWu^^'jltecljerchei sw 
Egyptiens et les Chinols, (torn. ii» p., 102^. 193)| and' agppeare moK 
probable than the 600,Q00 ancient, or lisJdjJO mf>awn,*^CfopboiG^ 
inclli Carreri. Cyril Lucar, the'protest^nrpatriarctCW.^CdjistiJtiia^ 
ple» laments that those heretics iirer^ten ttxnes ii^re mnnerp\i^ tton 
his orthodox Greeks, ipi^cniouslj applying the z9'#XA^ «£» ^uiiiik**" 
mra »tvo;^aio of Homer, (Iliad u, i^oj, the most perfect e^qu-ession ot 
-€bnteitpt7(FaiinC. Lux tvangciii, 74J0).. 
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thestiperior WFetcsbedaessi)fibejQrOQ^ ; 

and:liia!dimiiiu'tivekdoikgregati<)liJ i ' ^ \i^j!!^ 

Yh Tlie Coptic jRatriarch, airebel tftlbe Cae-8\^i. Tse 
sars,iol: a ^lasre4otliie'fchaliffi^ stilly in the f^fJ^^^J^'' 

filial dbedieBce df. the. kings of Nubia and Ethio-* Nubians. 
pia. n^He; jrep^ iheir homage by magnifying 
thdi»r greatness ; la^nd ifc was boldly asserted 
that^fehey, c<i*ildibriiiig into the field an hundred 
tbouaaiiwi horse, • w^ith an equal number of ca- 
melso?! th«t^ theiar band could pour out. or res- 
train; ithc Walters, of the Nile ;'' and the peace 
ajndplenity of Egyp* was obtained, even in this 
^y«(ridyl)J^ the: intercession of the patriarch. In 
escilfeftttConstantinople, Theodosius reqpmmend- 
ed »to his J)atroness. the conversion of the black 
natio6sM0£;,Nubia,-from the tropic of Cancer to 

* iTtl^hl'stbrypr -the Copts, their religion, manners, &c. may be 
fo|ifi4 iq:ttae Atbe Rcnaitdot's motley wor^, neither a translation nor 
an orij^inal i the Chronicpu Orientale of Peter, a Jacobite; in the 
two versions- of Abraham Ecchellensis, Paris, 1651 ; andJohn Simon 
A^semjiiti, T^tieti' 11$9. These, Qnnals descend no lower than tlr« 
Tiiiiih^ ,ceatm:y. The more recent accounU must be searched for in 
the travellers into Egypt, and the Nouveaux Meniorres des Missions 
de I.evainr. In the latt century, Joseph Abudacnus, a native of Cairo, 
publlsjvpdiat Oxford, ifi thirty pagesi a slight Historic Jacobitarum, 
147 post 150. / 

^ Kbbut tHe year 737. See Renaudot, IIi3t. Patriarch. Alex. p. 
2«l,:2a2r-^Elmacin, Hi^t; Sat-acen. p. 99. 

, J» Li^cfot^h,- Histr iEthioplc. el Comment. 1. i, c. 8. Renaudot, 
Hist. Patriarch. Alex, p* 480, &c. This opinion, introduced into 
Kgypt-and "Europe by the artifice of the Copts, the pride of the Aby«r- 
sinians, the fear and ignorance of the Turks and Arabs, has not even 
the sembtance'of truth. The rains of Ethiopia do not, in the increase 
or the Nile; dbn'siitt tke wUlo^thetnonarch. If the river approaches 
AtKapata, within three' days journey of the Red Sea, (see d'Anville*s 
Map^s)',' a^cahal that*sli6u1d,ciivert its course would demand,' and most 
piob[ab|y'surpass," tKe power "of the (iasars. * 

" * *i^ie Abyssimansi who stiH jiireserve the features and oliv^ com- 
plcxien ofthe Arabs, afforil a prcoT that two thpusaHd years are not 

' s'ulfici*! ht 
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CHAP, the confines of AlArssinia. Her ctesisrn was 8U^ 



pected and emulatedliy the oiiore orthodox em 
peror. The rival missionaries^ a Melcbite and 
a Jacobite, embarked at the same time ; but the 
empress, from a nK)tive (^ love or fear, wa^ 
more effectually obeyed ; and the cadiolic priest 
was detained by the president 6f Thdtiai&, Hide 
the king of Nubia and his court were hastilv 
baptised in the faith of DioscorHs. The tardy 
envoy of JuAinian was received and disffibsed 
with honour ; but when he accused the hetesf 
and treason of the EgyptiaDs, the negto cmnft 
was instructed to reply that be wouI4 nevet 
abandon Jhis brethren the true believers, fiof the 
persecuting ministers of the ^ncid ofChdoe' 
don.' During several ages, the b^iops ^ Nu- 
bia were named and consecrated by^ the Jaco- 
bite patriarch of Alexandria: as late as the 
twelfth century, Christianity prevailed; dndsome 
rites, some ruins, are still visible in the savage 
towns of Sennaar and Dongola.^ But the Nu- 

sufficient to cfaang« the cokNir of the human race. The Nnlinn8,aa 
African race* are pure negroes, at blaefc' ae those of Sen^g^ or CopgOi 
with flat noses, thick lips, and woolly hair, iBuffon, Hiat^^aturellc. 
torn. V, p. 117, 143, 144, 16d, S19, edit, in ISmo, Paris» 1769). The 
ancients beheld, without much attention, the «xtraordiBW3rpilenolB^ 
non which has exerei^d the philosophers ^nd theologians of moden 
times. 

y Asseman* BiblioU Orient. Com. !, p. 329. 

4 The Christianity of the Nubians, A. D. 11% ia attested by the 
sheriiTal E4ri8i, falsely describecffUnder the name of the Nubias gw- 
gfapher, Cp* 16>9 who represents them as a nation of Jacobites. tW 
rays of historical light that twinltle in the histoiy of Renaudot, (p. 17^ 
220-224, 291-286, 403, 434, 451, 464), are all previoua to this en. 
See the modern state in the Lettres Bdi£antea, (Recueil, iv). vA 
Buschingy (torn, ix, p» 152-159, par Berenger). 



OF tttit tOlftAiv BMrxAJi. i^ 

biahs ^t ktigth executed their threats ot retiitti- dfa Af. 
ing to the worship of idols ; the climiite required iSt%li!U 
the indulgence of potygainy, and they hare finally 
preferred the triuttiph of the Kcnran io the abase«» 
meat of the Cl^s. A metaphysical I'eligion may 
appear too refined for the capacity of the negro 
race : yet a black or a parrot tnight be taught tb 
repeat the mtds of the Ofaalcedobian or Mono« 
physito creeds 

Christianity was moi^ deeply I'ooted in the ^'^^ 
Abyssinian empire; and, although the con»A.D.m 
spondence has been sometimes interrupted £d)ove ^ 
seventy or an hundred y$ars» the mother-diurch 
of Alexandria retains her colony in a state of 
perpetual pupillage* Seven bishops once com-r 
posed the Ethiopic aynod : had their number 
amounted to ten« they might have elected an in^ 
dependent primate ; and one of their kings was 
ambitious of prpnxotiug his brother to the eccle- 
siastical throne. But the erent was foreseen^ 
the increase was denied ; the episcopal office has 
been gradually confined to ihn abund^^ the head 
and author of the Abyi»inian priesthojpd ; the 
patriarch supplies each vacancy with an Egypt- 
ian monk ; and the diaracio* Of a sinuiger 
appears more venerable in the eyes of the people, 
less dangerous in those of the moniu'ch. In 

' The abuim it imprimetlj digi^fied hf {&« LAMt* ^th the ihle dt 
jMtriardh. The Abyntixtiiitis wkiio«rledgr only tii»lbtsr patrtiirchs, nd 
their chief is fto more th^ A metrapoiHan or itaflonal primftte, CLa$d 
dolphk Hist. Mthioj^e. et Conunent^ L ifi* c. 7). The seVeh bi^optf 
of Renaudotf (p. 511), who^sted A. D* 1131, are tthktioirn to lb* 
historian. • 

VOL- VllI- i^h 



* 

c^A^i thti tin^ Mfntnty, wtotti the ite]iisi»i«6t£g%<p( 
^^J^ ^asrcottfifni^d, th^ rival cliirfs, wltlr**eii' {»- 

todi ' Mher 'iw the cM<|tte§ti|ir^ i^edldi^^fltf'ii!- 

press was again' viet(#io^/M<l'Ch^ ^ibli# Theo- 
Aora hM established ill tfiftfr seqti^Mered ciAir^ 
the fmth and di^ipline'ofahe^ J^^bieesP.'^- Eb^ 
compassed on all sides by the ^n«ftii*S'*<tf ffcar 
fellgion, the Etbiopiad^ slept tifedr li ttefeand 
years, forgetfal of the wcfiffd; by whAflS ttcy 
ThePor- ^ere forgxftten. They were a^aktoed^-ferfte 

tuguese in " * 

Abyssinia, Portuguese, who, turning the ^onthem'pimen" 
fj^"^^^^ tory of Africa, appeared in India aiktHieRdl 
Sea, a^ if they had descended throii^b '^e air 
from a distant planet. In the first m<Mi€f&t$of 
their interview, the subjects of Roft^e atkfAles- 
andria observed the resemblance, rath^'tlian 
the difference, of their faith ; and ^eaeS'VfetieH 
expected the most important benefits ' fWitei m 
affiance with their Christian brethffeiir^^^*?th«/ 
Idttelysitudtioh, the Ethiopian^ l)kd^j!MHGlst'r^ 
Wpsed into the siavage life. Thelr^iessiefel itMrt 
fcrf* traded to Ceylon, scarcely ^presuiiied*) 
Ttavigate the rivers of Africa ; the ruins of 
Axume Were deserted, the nation was s<iatterd 
in viUages, and the emperor ^a poimpQii»^Mifi)e) 

■ I Iqqow not why Asseroaiinus (Bibliot. Ooent/^oin.i^i p.38*j 
fihould call in question these probable missions of Theodora into Nubii 
and Ethiopia. The slight notices of Abyssinia till the year.tj()fl«rt 
eupplied by Rcnaudot (p. 336-341, 381, 362,, 405, 44^^ /fikc: 45'?;i56; 
4^3,^475, 480, 511, 525, 559-564) from the Coptic' winters, the 
mind of Liidolphus was a perfect blank. 



impqvsrble! (residency. ogii camp. I.CwwmmsiAf J^|.^ 

theit <^iui4ry« .fiutrtha puhUc danger saon^c^l- 
edi'^Tothe instant and.eife^val aid^^f arm^ and 
^14ieFs.to 4efendfaQ uniiarlik^ people from th^ 
bai^baivasswlio /ravaged tlie inland acKuntry, and 
the .Turks and Arabs who advanced froni. the 
sea4CQa0t.m more formidable array. Ethiopia 
was sitfcred by four hundred and fifty PortuguesOi 
wba displayed ^ the field tlie native valour of 
EujTQpeans, and. the artificial powers of th^ nma-i 
keti^i^diOannon. la anu;)meat of terror, the eflfif» 
pf;i*OTfib9d. promised to reconcile himself (^nd k^ 
^jftc^tothQ cathQUc faith ; a Latin palJ-iargia^ 
JEWrfs^pted/ thessuprewacy lof the pope C ih^ 4^^ 
piire> .^Jargied in a tenfold proportiop, wjel^ s)^ 
pq^l^df to coQtaia more gold than tiierii^ines«^ 
Anif^a; «wi the wildest hope^; of #vaiWP 4^ 

\*\ -tu ' ' ,- » ' • • ■,;;•" . ./f: f 

I ' Li^|)olph. Hist, ^thiop. 1. iv, c. 5. The most necessary arts ar^ 
now exercised by the Jews, and the foreign trade is in Ihe hands hi 
tKtfiAiitSeikiMl«' t AVhat C^re^ory -pHnclpaliy admkvi^ aittl eaVsad wtu 
the industry of Europe— artes et opiticio,. 

" John Bemnudez,. whose relation, printed at Lisbon, 15C9, wag 
transla'ted into "English by'Purchas, (Pilgrims, I. vii, c. 7, p. Il49, &c.^, 
ind from thence into French by La Croze, (Chrlstianisme d'Ethionie, 
,p..^92-2.u5). The piece is curious ; but the author may be suspected 
cf Receiving Ab^-ssinia, Rome, and Portugal/ His title to the rank ot 
J Mtiiarcliis dark and doubtful, (Liidojph. Conmicrt. X°. I01,p, 473^? > 
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9mih* tBa.ywil fcrfitj<K>tl|e{WBiDgi»iilMiiBiliiii qNw 

*!* Gb«lli««iJ»fTAiica..rju.icai^ zid lo aemrj?.. 
mmm 4if tPMl tthfJMlN KJwiihonifliiipiMlii rtiirii rt) mm 
ypTSw! fttw»ilt]Oi> tfifc mtainnififcaidHiii >«>*dBb^ 
i<ll»<iiHxdl|tPwb iritfa^jfarinjrmtlflWHiiliiEyi) 

«d.lb«) XdtfiBs Willi nimi»mmi'& Jkmm iaad 
NwMniani* ^wifimpiitedotbedadiiiBiiBri af^ 
fdds. to tbo»e vha«QiprafeHbtl|e««a iMtafenf 
Cfaiist. F|iiw»<»iu H ^wg afewiwiiipgfiHiwrtfat 
<^ CJCjie*. W99 4«signed.lip.aie Jeauk ari i j Hftw M iiM . 
Their -sMll in the 19>eni andjootJlaiHc^flt^ 
tbeir theologioal Iwrmiig^, ftmi-tiiB deeeMj of 
. ; tb«ir .|nat)fi^rs, iuspited n ktrrett- eataemaviiA 
- - tbey. were p<rt endowed idfh^^ftgift'af^BiriMdB^* 
«adth^ vaiofy soUdfeed ^ i«i*ftircraiicDtff£ls>> 
rotie^B irPQpi!. The pakiefioe and dmEbfatfii 
f^J JVft^f at lea^b obtained s morsiiamidpe 
9ifdi^9et atid (wo emperois of Aii}tauBitkSk>]rtr« 
94nni<M.AbAt Rame coidd. imdoretlife iawpM 
1f«4'#HM^^«#^.b«^it>«fts.«ir:h*rvdt«neBq fb« 

'bi§^li(&ii(/^-,0te rebd armj vE»s-BdiiCiti6edt%- 
^! (*lmMi y^a hurled an finMtliraati^fpti.tkd 
^FQf t#l#i- :99d; dhflf^ved hi& jsabjeeti iikoiiii Ata 
V^^kMii^^f . The f«te«fZwiBngkBi. liusje* 
v<^g94>^:tb.e £iotffi^ «od itdttaM^' oif&fmaeaa, 
whp «$^epded jthe throne uadsir ^aaniHidflSEJ 

■ ♦ Kd^o-'SomkM • . . . . j»rt ^#e<!^tif■^arai*n3^,fii^ttf•i>• 
i>»if «dttH •affurncUCan. is tb*. :«nfoiiHn)!<i:9«»iMraltfl(f«lh«b» 
votfVemp«ror Sinneu* to his j>atf|«rcb J^%a ^M^^plptu Cmint. 
»ft U«. tK. 5^ ; ana sacl> Assurihcei sKouR^ M«SiB5«4>t. " 
|9 v^<^nt|C«lt)Aany«i«nNdBii«l^&MbK"'r d*^^ Lr;n<:>>f ::.' 



enter{n-ise of iiis klii$iium..cQftibto^^(tlMu«ttnii») Jf^H^ 

«*tiyiii*>iBweifo:jaii^tfetir tbvuyyMdMfeClillB 
eedai»fipifei«n)p|^ -Aril liftriaeigjrr.^aiAt^^ltifopAf 
lioiddi fMimn«DfRUii)wte3ikta99 «IM iiH^iiii-:«^ 
flnirpnfauA. ti1mlihtrt3r»)f lAioiotfiWinJ^^ 

«tdiie<Sabba1i[(: #id Segued, ia^^«'<teeo^£^ 
rein and; AinBa,^.ieiKmnced htsconnec^Sda'triiii 
&e .idnu&idREtnrdiureh. A. SmiiitiAiphMSfCmmaam 
Melide^ «Ik; cdtlMik pabsardi of Echiopia, aty ^.*^ 
«epledr?iai tiie vane of VAm Tni- ^e bdm^ a. a loe. 
aaaidigiliaitiimof JuspeDiteiit. *< I«Nlf«S^^^iilft 
Ibe^attnperois <m. hm Jcnces, « I coni^ 'tiutf 1h« 
<6!i)spenis. ^the ma- lof Christ,' tiie 8utieeH«dr^of ISlfcr' 

ffficsfmar 4itaet)b6d»nio^ sQDd ait UsfeeifWlf^ 
^^dtfypttBOBBBdikingdoiD.^ Atimfltii'idafl^i/Mif 
A9K«»kb% ^ MA, his brother, tk^«ld^, ^ 
i)!d)ks^.<aid «Te» tlw kdiett «f «Ke^€i#iu^l ifM> 
l^iiiqpatDarchivas inv«sted with' hoticNlk ^itf 
tnealtfairaAd fats inissitHiaries erected th<eiF<$UKfi£ 
«si>Bjditade^.9ii&eim)8t c(»veoieD» BtStipnS'tf 
thB^«Bf3reL' l%e .^ttite ttoHteelve* dc^^liire flMT 
fa£dl)«ndiscretnto^ their chief, ^ho l^i^ ah%' 
^?''!5lS>!^*^r% fiP^J «P4 the pdfey of-JntBOF* 
dsrjHteDmtroduce^ith l^stjr vloilettce the littftgy- 
of msBe'la^d'i&fe' ifiiq,uiW^ Portugal iKCa 
(^Q^einned the ancie^ practice ttf drcu^icisioPir 
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.enM^ nrhich health rather than svperrtitian had fim 
XLVIL ipyented .in the.tcliQiate of Ethiopia.^.* A aew 
liaptism, a nefr ordinafcioQpi waafinflictied^<» the 
jiativev; and th^ tnemUod.mlh Mmnr wko 
4dhe nuist holj of tike dead. were. toim.^rora their 
graves, yrben the most illustrioua.of tfaejivin; 
were excommunicated by a.fivraigQ pne^t h 
the ddence of their religion and liberty, th^ 
^Al^Minians rose in ' arms, with despA^e but 
unsuccessful zetJ. Fire rebellions w^^ extin- 
guished in the blood of the insurgents: two 
^bunas were slain in battle, whole legions were 
slaughtered in the field, or suffocated ia ibm 
caverns ; and neither merit, nor rank, nor sex, 
could save from Im ignominious death the eue- 
mi^.c^ Rome* But the yktanoas monarch was 
finalty subdued by the constancy of the natioo, 
of h|s mother, of his son, and of his most faith- 
jfol friends. Segued listened to the voice ot 
% ff^h of reason, perhaps of fear ; and his edict of 
•Jihert^ of conscience instantly revealed the ty- 
ranny and weakness of the Jesuits. On the 
4epth of his father, Baisilides expelled the Latio 
j>|i|;riarch> nnd rertored to the wished of the na- 

•' I. am aware how tender is the question of ei^cumcision. Tetl 
will affirm, 1. That the Ethiopians have a physical reason for il» 
circumcision of males^ and even of females, (Rechercbes Pbiloso- 
phiques sur les Americains* torn. ii)» 2. That it was practised in 

Ethiopia long before the introduction of Judaism or Christianiti, 
(rterodot. 1. ii, c- 104 ; Marsham, Canon. Chron. p. 72, 73). " !:• 
.M faates circumcidunt ob cOnsuetudinem non ob Judaismum,** sa)s 
Gregory the Abyssinian priest, (apud Fabric. Lux Christiana, p. 7^^- 
Vet, in the heat of dispute, the Portuguese were sometimesi brariiru 
with the name ^f uncirciufici4€d, (La Croze, p. BO; Ludolpb. lli»: 
iui4 Comment. ]. iii^ c. 1> 



OF THfE ROMAN EMPIflE. 9TS 

Mo*o^ysit6 !dhurthchJ jresounded Vith- ^ sorig ^^.^„,>^., 
of trteAi«,J«*thttt'the sheep of'EtWopik wereFinriex. 
•^ nijW a^veretf'frofe the liyen^s of the West ;^ fhi jmuL. 
and the^g^e^ ofthat solitiary >ealW t^ere 'f6r^'^^^^' 
ever 'febtit • agurtt^t' thti ftrts, the scien^, and the 
fahatidsiri of Europe.'' '' 

* The thcee prolestunt liistori#ii«« Ludo]plut9« (Hift* ^Uiic^ica, 
Francofurt. 1681 ; Comroentariug, 1691 ; Relatio Nova, &c. 1693, 
irr folio); Ceddes, (Chnrch History of Ethiopia, London, 1696, in 
Sto), and Xe iCrosQ, (Hist, da Chfistiftbisnae d*£ttuopie et d*Arttien)e«. 
La Haye, 1739, in 12ino), have drawn their principal materials from 
the Jesuits, especially from the General History of Tellez, published 
in Portuguese at Coirimhra, 1660. We might be surprised at their 
friutkness ; but their most flagitious vice, the spirit of persecutioii, 
was in their eyes their most meritorious virtue, Ludolphus pos- 
sessed some, thODgh a slight, advantage from the Ethiopic language, 
and . the^ peirsoniil coiwersation of Gregory, a ftee^-spirited Ab^rs* 
sinian priest, whom he invited from Rome to the court of Saxe« 
Gotha. See the Theologia /Ethiopica of Gregory, in Tabricius, Lux 
E^-ungelii, pw 716-734. 
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